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THE WHIG. 

TO THE GOOD PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 

* * / wi// call to my Country loudly and con^ 
^^Jiantly.^^ Lord Chatham. 

X TRUST that neither my name nor princi- 
ples are obfelete ; though I am aware that 
the name is not in fuch refpedt, nor the prin- 
ciples yet fo adlive, as at the period of the 
Revolution. But, if I did not feel myfelf 
warranted, in the hope that I addrefs a power- 
ful body of my countrymen, when I call 
on my brethren of T^he Good Old Caufe^ I 
would not wafte my labour on a defperate 
theme, nor profane the dod:rine of liberty; 
by difcuffing it to unanimous flaves. 

Whiggifm we have feen triumphant in 
America. Whiggifm we fee preparing her 
triumph in Ireland. Let ushope, let us prove, 
that her facred flame is not extinct: in England. 

VOL. Ill, 3 If 
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If a flave of power (hrink from the mention 
of thegoodOldCaufe, or, in the callous impu- 
dence of fervitude, prefume to vilify it, I pity 
his wretchednefs, I defpifehis infolence; but 
I wowld punifh his treafon to the conftitution. 

The good Old Caufe is the caufe of the peo- 
ple. Simple and obvious is this confideration ; 
fhat the Caufe of the people is fuccefsful exactly 
in proportion to the energy of their original 
power. Such energy, ad:ing through the clalTes 
of the conftitution which the people made, 
preferves their liberty as a people, and their 
power as a nation ; for it watches integrity^ 
and provides ability, in the perfons they per- 
mit to adminifter their affairs, Various and 
intricate, on the contrary, are the means con- 
ducive to their caufe, ambition, avarice, or 
iloth, would. enf lave, impoverifli, or lofe their 
country. Red:itude has only onq diredlion, 
but the obliquity of treachery is infinite. 

The dire<SEion in which the people of this 
country a<5t, when they adt rightly, is, 
through the parliament which they have 
elefted, to the throne which they have raifed. 
If wickedpefs or weaknefs be found in the 
counfels or counfellors of the crown, parlia- 
ment is the inftrument appointed to punifli 
or to difmifs y but if the inftrument fail, the 
land will exert her native ftrength- The 
people, of original right as a free people, will 
vindicate tfae cquntry, corre<^ their parlia- 

mentis 
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tiient, and reform their throne. I know this 
was not the law of Jeffries, I know it is not 
the law of modern Weftminfter ; but I know 
it is the right reafon of the conftitution. 1 
would not violate the manes of the Revolu- 
tion, by quoting Locke againft Lord Mans- 
field, even if it were aqueftion of argument; 
but human authority or reafoning, however 
illufbious or forcible, were fuperfluous to 
demonftrate what God hath written in our 
hearts. 

Public guilt being capable of fuch diverfi- 
fication, it is evidently the duty of public 
virtue to exercife various attention to the 
feveral affaults that may be made by power, 
and will be ever made in fome degree, againft 
the interefts of the community. Innumerable 
are the modes in which hypocrify may de- 
ceive, tyranny opprefs, corruption debauch, 
or negligence fquander ; any one of which 
crimes, unchecked, would run to general 
ruin. But if, in monftrous and unheard-of 
confpiracy, they (hould all unite againft the 
liberty and glory of a country, throughout all 
the betrayed trufts of the public ; active in- 
deed ought to be the exertion of the people 
againft fuch danger. The Whig fpirit exift- 
ing in the country muft colledt and co-operate. 
If compreffed in fmall compafs, its fpring 
will be the fl:ronger. The public traitor may 
infult ialling Liberty with the reproach that 

B % all 
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all her fpirit is extinguished ; that no public 
virtue remains; that every man is bafe and 
wicked as himfelf ; but the reproach will 
toperate as it bught. It will give vigour to 
•ftrength, and activity to refentment. It will 
fliarpen public fpirit, and point the virtue of 
the patriot with the honour of the man. 

Vigilance Chould be in proportion to dan- 
ger. If we have been remifs, and if public 
danger have, in confequence, encreafed, let 
us now double our watch, and redeem our 
negligence. 

/;; England every man is a politician. — This 
maxim hath incurred ridicule, only from the 
imperfedlion of its obfervance. It is exad:ly 
conftitutional, and Aridlly true in theory; 
but it becomes ridiculous, becaufe it is only 
theoretical. It ought to be demonftrated in 
|)raftice; and then it would not be anfwered 
with a laugh. ** The Britifh Conftitution, 
Lord Bolingbroke well fays, is the bujinefs 
of every Briton.** 

Ilie Britifli Conftitution hath changed its 
form, and i^ Ipfing its fpirit. Some magic 
has metamorphofed the ancient pyramid into 
^he deformity of a Chinefe Pagoda. The 
heautiful ftren^th of its order is gone ; and we 
now tremble for the narrowed bafe ; oppreffed 
^by the middle ; with monfters at the top ! 

How to recal the fpirit that hath fled, and 
"how to raife .thai which remains^ how to 

' reftore 
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reftore external ftability, and by what beft 
means to purify into its ancient vigour the 
interior of the conftitution, is the bujinefs 
which now demands the adtive vigilance of 
all — for the danger is univerfal and imminent. 

As a member of the public body, I offer 
to my country all my exertion towards the 
public weal, in the humble but laborious 
office which I undertake. It is humble; 
for it profeffes little more than the reprefen- 
tation of fa<ft. It will be laborious; for the 
endeavour will be to reprefent the mifchiefs 
of the times. 

It is not eafy to felecft from multiplicity ; 
but in guarding againft dangers, foreign and 
domejiic^ the condudt of their Reprefentatives 
in Parliament feems to challenge the firft and 
inftant attention of the people : for it is the 
malignity of this enormous mifchief, like 
fkepticiun in religion, that it fights the forms 
againft the fubftance. Faith is above reafon ; 
and the people are paramount to their fer- 
vants: but the infidel blafphemes in very 
regular fyllogifms; and the Minifter betrays 
his country exaftly according to order ^ and 
with perfed: prefervation of ^very form of 
Parliament. Of this, the public (hall have 
damning proof; — irrefragable proof; — un- 
deniable — except by Lord North, — ^for it fliall 
be the proof of Fact, 

^ THE 
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THE WHIG. 
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T^he King can ^o no wrongs 



HEN a Prince of the Houfe of Hanovei? 
wears the erown of Great-Britain, the Whig 
is not aftiamed to confefs his prejudice. He 
would prefume, from the former Princes and 
principles of that Houfe, to the prefent ; and 
his predilection is anxious to believe, in 
the full extent of the maxim, perfonal as 
as well political, that the King can do no 
wrongs 

But when a monarch in this country, 
fprung from whatever line, adorned with 
whatever hopes from the glories of his an- 
ceftry, or his own original virtues, perfifts 
in counfels that do grievous wrong, and 
threaten inftant ruin ; affeftion is loft in duty. 
Duty to the country demands difcuflion of a 
maxini, which, if the conftruftion of the 
court were permitted, would fancftify every 
public crime, and eftablifti public calamity. 
Duty to the Prince, as part of the confti- 
tution formed by the people, enjoins confti- 
tutional explanation to him of apnrafp, which 
flattery has rendered fatal to tyrants ^ 

When it is truly faid, that the King can 
do no wronff , the office ig intended an4 i^ot 

the 
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the perfon; and this true conftrudlion is the 
perfect praife of our admirable conftitution. 
The King of England can do no wrong; for 
it is not the office of the King to do any thing.- 
The cautious wifdom of our policy will not 
permit the King to adt. It not only fuppofes, 
but requires, that ability fhall be feleifled 
from the people to execute the adlive duties 
of the Hate. Even in the feledtion of fuch 
active ability for public fervice, the King, 
as we are now confidering him, cannot do 
wrong. For the confideration fuppofes him 
in his conftitutional public character ; a cha- 
radler conferred on him conditionally by the 
people. The condition of his royalty is 4 
wife and honeft adminiftration of ^ the ftate. 
It is impoffible, therefore, in conftitutional 
contemplation, that a King of England (hould 
appoint incapable or unworthy men to admi- 
nifter public affairs ; or, if appointed, that 
the people of England (hould permit them to . 
he retained; that a free people fhould facri- 
lice their original rights and conftitutive 
power to fuch abufe of the kingly office. 
The unfairnefs pf arguing from fuch abufe is 
evident. The kingly office fo abufed would 
no longer belong to the conftitution. It is a 
monftrous cafe, and out of the fuppofition of 
fair reafoning. 

Such being the genuine fenfe of the maxim^ 
|l}e cproUary obfervation that is formed upon 
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it appears equally juft and neceflary; that 
the Minifters of executive power are refpon- 
fible tb the people: and their refponfibility 
•was formerly through the medium of par- 
liament. 

The office of King being thus confidered, 
1 truft with due refpecfl; for I think it re- 
ceives the higheft when defined as part of 
the conftitution ; it remains to remind the 
perfon appointed to that oflSce, that he is a 
man; — that in his perfonal capacity he may, 
he muft do wrong ; for error is effential to 
humanity. It remains toremonftrate to him, 
that whoever confounds his perfon with his 
oflSce, is a fatal enemy to both; for that they 
are fo perfectly diftindt in their nature, attri- 
butes, and interefts, that the abufe of the one 
is expiable only by the puniftiment of the 
other. The conftitution will not admit that/i^^f 
Kir.g did wrong; and the law fays, that ti)e 
King never dies : but Charles Stuart was an 
bbftinate tyrant; and Charles Stuart loft his* 
head. 

No more then let a maxim, founded in the 
very bottom of our conftitutional liberty, be 
forced to a conftru6tion which would fhake 
and endanger it. No longer let the law of 
the conftitution which would preferve facred 
the office of the King, be perverted to the 
deftrucSion of the man. 

Another tenet of court-craft, new in the 

politics 
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politics of this country, is not lefs dangerous 
to its profeflbrs than th^ perverfion of the 
royal maxim that has heen confidered. As 
kings believed they could not individually do 
wrong, minifters now flatter themfelves that 
majorities in Parliament can make wrong right i 
and from them they hope, not only their own 
exculpation, but perfedt eflablifhment of 
their arbitrary fyftem. 

It will not be difficult to demonftrate the 
folly, as well as the wickednefs, of fuch a 
principle; and to prove, to the utter defpair 
of arbitrary men, that the feeds oi revolution 
have been more immediately fown, and with 
more certainty of inftant growth and efFed:, 
by the Minifters of the prefent King, than 
by anyinftruments of tyranny in former times. 

The pofition which I maintain, and (hall 
prove, in direcft contradiction to their par- 
liaipientary confidence, is this; that majorities 
in Parliament are certainly ruinous to the 
Sovereign and ^ his Minijiers^ in proportion to 
thefupport they are induced to give them^ in 
perjijting againjl thefenfe of the people. 

I fhall, in my next paper, confider the fadl, 
as it has occurred in America and Ireland ; 
and then, if our Whig-fpirit be not extin(5l, 
and if fimilar caufes produce fimilar effects, 
let the executive power tremble in Greats 
Britain. 

December, innq, 

the; 
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THE WHIG. 



.Tiis glorious /pint of Wh i g g i s m , animates 
millions in America^ who prefer poverty with 
liberty to gilded chains and for aid affiuence ; 
and will die in defence of their rights as men, 

— as freemen, Whatfhallrefiji tbisfpirit$ 

' Ireland they have to a man. 

yan,20^ ^775* Lord CnATHAMt 

JrlOWEVER congenial his mind to thq 
fpirit triumphant in a neighbouring kingdom, 
emulous of the glories as (he was participant 
in the injuries of the weftern empire, grievous 
yet is the pang which every lover of his coun- 
try feels in this degraded ifland. For the 
triumph of Liberty is now the difgrace of 
England. America is victorious and free. 
Ireland, without the troijple of victory, enjoys 
all its confequenCe and glory. She difplay? 
the banner of independency ; her armies ap- 
pear; and England furrenders ^t discretion. 

England, the arbitrefs of pmpire, — England , 
the difpenfer of the power ^nd guardian of the 
rights of nations |— rEngland, the wonder and 
terror of the world— » what art thou now I 

ifabled, difhonoured, fallen; defperate of 
IpLffiftance from friends, for you have none ; 
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pr of fuccefs againft enemies, for you failed 
when you were ftronger, againft adverfaries 
lefs numerous or powerful : — too little for 
confideration in a fcale of the balance which 
you once held and adjufted ; and remembered 
only in the ridicule of Europe: vanquilhed 
by your Colonies, to whom you fued in vaia 
for mercy ; and fubdued even by the afpecS 
of Ireland, toherabfolute command. 

Love of our country cannot be extinguiQied 
in the hearts of Engliftimen; and care of 
what we love compels us to fave it from 
utter deftrucftion. Though the'fenfe of glory 
were dead throughout the people, yet, if the 
common and firft principles of nature, felf- 
defence, and felf-prefervation, be not extindt 
among them, the period of revolution and 
revenge is at hand. The public fenfe was 
dull to the diftant mifchief ; but prefent cala- 
piity ftrikes ftrongly and fuddenly. — Three 
jTionths nurfed the American lie; but the 
Minifter cannot falfify Ireland. Three days 
detedt him, and demon ftrat^g the glories of 

that country and the difgrace of this; her 

independence and our fubmiffion. We feel 
her toriTi ffom our fide, and we bleed at every 
vein. 

Such feeling is too poignant for patience^ 
It roufes to ad:ion every remaining nerve of 
our ftrengrii, to refcue from inftant lofs the 
Jittkth^t i^kftj-r-tp preferve dgmeftic fecu? 

rity^ 



la APPENDIJt, 

rity, though we have thrown away empire ; 
to entruft the facred relick to hearts that 
know its value, and hands that can defend it; 
and, above all, pioufly to perform the rites 
of the conftitution : appeafing, by exemplary 
juftice, the indignant manes of our power 
and our glory. 

But in this neceffary courfe of national 
juftice, much difficulty is to be encountered 
from the generous prejudices of Englifhmen. 
In favour of Minifters ? No man will ima- 
gine it, in a reign, which has rendered fyno- 
nimous the odium of the country and the 
favour of the crown. The fate of fuch 
favourites as have never before ftained the 
antials of any reign in any country, will be 
imparalleled in hiftory. Unqualified by 
any fentimeht of refpedt for talents, admi- 
ration of magnanimity, or pity of any one 
virtue, the public execration that fpares them 
not in their power, will overwhelm them in 
their fall; — the contempt that purfues them 
now will infpire peculiar indignation then, 
that fuch ufurpers of power ftiould have been 
enabled and permitted fo to fall ; — with the 
blind defpair, but without the ftrength of the 
■ftrong man, fo to drag into ruin the mighty 
fabric of the Britifh empire. 

But difficulties of an high and delicate 
pature will arife in effeifting the revolution of 
our liberties. They have arifen elfe where j 

6 but 
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but the neceflity of the commonwealth has 
furmount^d them. Founded, however, in 
the generofities of ancient attachment, I know 
they are found in the lieart of every Englifh- 
man. 

Eighteen years of tory-^ule cannot have 
entirely detached the Whigs of England 
from the houfe of Hanover. The memory 
of an illuftrious anceftry, and gratitude to 
their virtues, muft qualify refentment of 
prefent wrongs, with an affecftionate kind of 
iorrow; and forrow, in generous minds, foon 
grows to pity. Crimes then are loft in mif- 
fortunes ; or if remembered, we wiflx to 
reclaim rather than to punilh. Or even, if 
pbftinacy be irreclaimable, we have ftill fome 
hope in the future, from our knowledge of 
the paft. A diftionoured reign may pafs 
away in our annals, like a cloudy day in 
fummer ; and if the day be not too long, nor 
the temipeft too violent, the glories of the fuc- 
ceeding morning may anfwer our hopes and 
renew our happinefs . 

But to tranquilife, if poffible, the prefent 
fcene, by reconciling our affedion to a partir 
cular family, with our duty to the country^ 
let 1:is endeavour to win attention before we 
force it. Let us convince by reafon rather 
ihan by power ; and try to prevent the mifr 
i^hief by the example of others, rather than 
corredl it by our own. 

it 
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it was propofed in my laft paper ttf Gonfi^ 
der the fadl of difunion frpm this country, aS 
it has occurred in America and Ireland, ill 
demonftration of the maxim that I thejre 
advanced againft the parliamentary confidence 
of arbitrary men. From the fatal example 
of thofe countries, I undertook to prove^ 
that majorities in pdrliaineni are ruinous to the 
Sovereign and his Minijiers^ in proportion to the 
Jupport they are induced to give them againjl 
thefenfe of the people. 

In America the people Were unanimous 
agstinft certain powers clairned by their late 
king, and attempted to be exercifed by his 
miniflers : but the monfarch perfifted againft 
his people; and has loft his American throne. 
So far the fadt ftands undifputed. Now let 
us confider whether his minifters and their 
majorities in parliament have not affedted 
the ruin of his royalty, while they fla:ttered 
his ^mbition, and feemed to fupport hi$ 
power. 

It is beyond any common calculation of 
obftinacy, that the American war would have 
been perfifted in, if the monarch had not 
been infatuated by thofe monftrous majorities 
which his minifters ,by every monftrous means, 
procured in parliament. I fay, by every 
monftrous means : for befides the cofirt-cor- 
juption that prevails in all cafes, new and un- 
heard-of wickednefs prevailed in this . Fal- 

fification 



fification of fad was not indeed new in the 
itiiiiifter ; but in the magnitude of this in-» 
ftance, it took peculiar criminality. Sup- 
preffion of every truth, univerfal fraud, and 
bafeft mifreprefentation, blinded the reafon 
of men ; while every fedudlive and inflam- 
matory art perverted and poifoned their paf- 
lions. Without fuch impulfe, no monarchy 
however blind or obftinate,. would have per- 
fifted in fuch a war ; without fuch fupport, 
he could not have drawn the fword from year 
to year againft his people. 

But even if fuch had been the fituation ; if 
without the fid:ion of parliamentary fandlioni 
the royal flandard had been\ ere(5led againft 
the liberties of America, he could not have 
loft his American Crown more abfolutely 
than he has by a6t of parliament. I believe 
he would not have loft it fo certainly. Ame- 
rica would have conquered the King, and 
more fpeedily perhaps than flie conquered 
the King and Parliament ; but her magnani- 
mity might have forgotten the idle ambition 
of a' foolifh Prince; though ftie will never 
forgive, in prudence or in fpirit, the formal 
tyranny of a grave Legiflature, 

My reader may have been furprized and 
(hocked, when I afferted the fad: of Ireland 
being now difunited from this country ; be- 
caufe he may have liftened to the tales of 
Minifters, and the impudent inventions of 

their 
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their advocates. But I aflert again and again, 
that Ireland is at this moment in an ad:ual 
ftate of difunion from us ; difunion of com- 
merce, difunion of finance, difunion of 
military ftrength, and difunion of national 
afFedlion. Such is the fad: ; and therefore I 
exped: to hear the Minifter affure Pajrliament 
of the contrary. 

If Pa,rliament continue any faith in the 
wifdomor truth of the man, whofe folly and 
fallacies mifled them to caft America from us, 
the prefent difunion of Ireland, which their 
marked fervility to hini at the clofe of laft 
Seffion has already produced, and their pre- 
pofterous fupport of him at the beginning of 
this has already llrongly confirmed, will be 
ratified for ever. I ftate the fad: of their 
refentment, without now going into the 
difcufljon of their wrongs : but their refentment 
is exprefsly and pointedly againft the Britifti 
Parliament. They exhauft all their elo- 
quence againft it in their debates ; and when 
they want terms to exprefs its tyranny, its 
avarice, its infenfibility to every thing 
honourable or juft, they fay that the Britifh 
Parliament and the Britifti Minifter ar^ 
iynonimous. , 

Decmker^ /779* 
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To the Right Honourable Edward Lord 
Baron ThurLow, and Lord High Cha?}^ 
cellor of ]£ngland. 

MaGKuM' tfirum facile dixiri^ i BONUKt 

libenter. 

X Have acknowledged your ra;)k, my Lord, 
and your high titles, with the pleafure that 
every liberal mind feels in doing juftice to aa 
eminent charadter. Every man is ready to 
confefs that they have been earned by abilities 
as fuperior, as the independence and honour 
ought to be, which alone can dignify their 
nature or juftify their tenure. But there, my 
Lord, on that cardinal point, the public 
judgment has; been long fufpended. If 1 add 
that the fcale is now rapidly defcending 
againft you, and that the wonder of your 
talents avails -only to give weight and accele- 
ration to the cenfure of your conducfl, your 
Lordfhip will confefs the juftice of your 
country, when you recolleft yourfelf, and 
look round on the men whofe caufe you con- 
defcend to plead. 

One of that public who delighted in ad* 
VOL. III. C miring, 
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miring, and who now exercife with pain 
their right of judgipg you, ;I yet offer my- 
felf to your Lordfliip as your friend. And 
though the friendfliip of honeft reproof be in 
general equally than kiefs and fruitlefs, I 
rely on th6'*manlinefs of your mind for its 
public effecfl -iff this inftance, and even for 
y;our Lord(hip*s gratitude.: *; , *. . . 

Before our correfpondence proceeds, let me 
clear it? way- to your underftanding and your 
approbation. 

This letter is written, and unlefs rendered 
unneceffaty, more fhall be addreffed to your 
Lordfliip, riot as a public man who influen- 
ces public affairs, but aS the Dictator of the 
State who decides them ; I do not fay im- 
mediately in council, but certainly in effedt. 
1 our Lordfhip already underflands me, and 
To will the people before our correfpondence 
clofes. In the mean time I ftate myfelf to 
your Lordfliip and my country, not alone 
juftified but jmpelled to reprefent you to 
yourfelf and explain you to the public, in all 
your prefent power an J all its fatal confe- 
ijuence j impelled, by what your own ner- 
vous eloquence too confcioufly defcribes, 
'^ the abundant danger and exigence of the 
time.'* 

I do not argu^ unfairly with your Lord- 
fhip, when 1 affume the fad: of our mif- 
government for the lafl ten years, / know 

the 
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the contempt with which the fuperiorit^ of 
your mind has looked down to the wretched- 
nefs of the adminiftration. 

I admire the emphatic zeal for your own 
dignity with which you have ever difclaimed 
HI fellowfhip, even perfonal acquaintance*, 
with the Prime Minifter. And it was in thefe 
fentiments that I hoped, and the public ex- 
pelled, my Lord, you would have difdaihed 
all continuance of public connedlion with him. 
A man of fpirit, it was concluded that you 
would not devote ycnirfelf for ever to pufilla- 
ttimity and dilhonour ; a man of adlivity 
and vigour, it was deemed impoflible that 
you Ihould be rivetted .to indolence and 
lethargy, and that the only exertion of your 
great talents fliould be in defence of ignorance 
and infenfibility, which they had attempted 
in vaintoirifbrm and animate. 

Such, my Lord, was the perfuafion of a 
people who were willing to confide at leaft ia 
your magnanimity : and even yet it is hoped 
that ypu will hot thwart your nature, becaufe 

• ^ - • 

* Lord Thurlow has taken many opportunities of vin- 
dicating himfelf on this fubjeft. " I have no habits with 
the Minifter" — ** I do not know Lord North," — are his 
expreffions (verbatim J on thofe occafions. But, in a 
more pubHc fcene, his determined' filence on Lord North's 
charader^ is ftill more decifive. He cafmot, indeed^ 
refcue him from the eloquence of Lord Shelburne ; biit it 
is the very malice of contempt to leave him to the praifes 
ii Lord Hilllborough, aiid the DifSie of Chandos, 

c a it 
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it happens to concur with your duty; — that 
the natural exertion of your character will 
not be weakened, from the confideration that 
it would fave your. country. 

It is not my prefent purpofe, my Lord, ta 
write the hiftoiy of Mr. Thurlow ; for my 
objed: is purely public. Totally, therefore, 
rejedting every private anecdote, let us con- 
template your prefent public capacity. If 
turning the telefcope for a moment, I defcry, 
through the diftant and diminifhed retrofpedt, 
an accidental advocate at a country quarter 
feffions, it is only to prepare my mind, with 
due wonder for the contraft of your prefent 
magnitude. If I recoiled: the firft fortuitous 
ftep to the houfe of Queenlbury, it is to 
admire — fincerely, Sir, to admire, — the ftrides 
of your genius, mounting now above the 
Houfe "of Bedford. The inferiorities of the 
portrait are beneath the public intereft and 
the public eye. jEjv capite Herculem^ 

At the opening of this feffion, the general 
ftateof the kingdom, and the empire, became, 
as ufual, the' fubjed of parliamentary qonfi- 
deration. The particular topics finee feledled 
for efpecial difcuflion have been the condu(5t 
of our Minifters, with refpedl to the king* 
doni of Ireland, and their managenient in 
regard to the public finance. 

In all thefe great conliderations and dif- 
cuilions, you have ftood forth the only 

champioa 
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champion of the prefent Minifters. For of 
their own defences, I would in decency fay 
nothing. Beiides their being the culprits, 
and difentitled to any credit in their affertion, 
its meannefs were fufficient to difguft us and 
condemn them. Accufe them of public 
crime, of the danger of olir iflands, or the 
lofs of our territory ; they declare, with the 
moft ridiculous folemnity, that it is not the 
fault of tbofe zvho condu£i public affairs as they 
are^ but of tbofe who labour to make them 
otherwife. For their own part, they call God 
to witnefs, they^ know nothing of the matter^ ^ 
Demonftrate their public peculation ; — they 
deprecate juftice in the fame fpirit of the Old 
Baiky ; in the very language, indeed, of a 
profligate convict : — We have robbed the 
public J but we have fquande red the fpoil i-^ 
don^t punijh us^ for we Jhall not be able to 
maintain ourfamilies\. 

I aflc pardon from my reader for defcend- 
ing to fuch mifery ; rendered worthy of 
public notice, only from your fingular fupport. 
No Nobleman, except your Lordfliip, has 
ftooped to it; no Englifliman, except your- 
fclf, has fo infulted his country. Even in 

* Lord North (verbatim) on the ftate of Ireland, and 
the Jamaica papers ; and Lord Stormont, on every fubjeft ; 
efpecially the American queftion, ** For he was Embaflador 
^ Paris." 

t Lord Hillfborough (verbatim J in the Houfe of Lords. 

the 



'■i 



fll AtPENDIXt 

the Houfe of Gommons, none but Scotch 
Lawyers were found hardy enough on that 
d^y to infult this kingdom. And even they, 
with all the fervility of their country, and 
venality of their profeflion (Mr. Adam in- 
deed is but a young pradtitioner) were forced 
to confefs ** ih^ Jluggijhnefs of Lord North/' 
They did not poft from Scotland to applaud 
the Minifter, whofe irrefolution has renewed 
rebellion in their kirk, and whofe continued 
power will add depopulation and famine to 
their country. No, my Lord, they are too 
difcreet. They croffed the Tweed, according 
to the diftincStion fuggefted by their country- 
man, and pretty fteadily adopted fince, not to 
defend MiniJierSy but. to fupport Gover?iment. 
-. — And the docftrine is now eftablifhed in 
pradVice, by an immediate proficient from 
Lord Mansfield^s fchool j — that the only mode 
of fupporting Government is to Jlander the 
people ; to demonftrate that we have neither 
virtue, talents, or fpirit among us ; that 
we ought therefore to endure defeat and 
difgrace, as our neceffary lot, and hew our 
wood and draw our water without repining. 
The exclufive infamy of fuch auxiliaries 
were itfelf fufficient to drag down the dignity 
of any charad:er. Firmer fame even than 
yours, if it rifqued fuch ruin, could not 
efcape it. When the Lord High Chancellor 
of England defcends from his prefiding feat 

in 
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in the affembly of the nobles,, to mix with 
impudent mercenaries in a caufe which every 
man of honour (hrinks from, he forfeits 
every reputation, and his glory will fet more 
rapidly than it rofe. Defcent and f all ^ which, 
with the fpirits-of Milton, we thought 
adverfe^ at leaft to the magnanimity of his 
character, will grow natural, neceflary,' and 
inftant, to its abafement. He finks for 
ever. 

January^ 1780. 
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AlaSy from what high hope, to what relapfe 
UnlookedfoKj are we faWnl 

X HE fadls which have long tended and 
now combine to give pejfediion to the arbi- 
trary influence of the crown, may be diftin- 
guiflied into two clafles : the aJicient oppor-- 
tunities of abife in government , unremoved 
by an imperfecft revolution; and, the modern 
inventions of power. It ought not to be won- 
dered at, that the former, which efcaped the 
wreck of Jameses tyranny, furvived fafe and 
forgotten through the glorious and happy 
reigns that followed.. But it is-'as much to 
be lamented, as it is fenfibly felt, that dor- 
7 mant 
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mant as they feemed to have been in the 
. reigns of popular Princes, they were, in fadt, 
acquiring fize and ftrength, fufficient to arm 
the hand of modern power with inllmments 
more dangerous to hberty, than the coarfer 
times of James or Charles had furnifhed. 
Thofe opportunities, and temptations to 
defpotifm, feem to h^ve attained their full 
maturity at the commencement of the prefent 
reign. The feptennial a(3: of fuicide, abhor- 
^rent certainly from the popular nature of par- 
liament, and deftrudtive of its due indepen- 
dence on the crqwn, had been long perpe- 
trated. Military power ^nd civil influence 
united to enable the Prince, if he were fo 
difpofed by nature or education, tq opprefs 
and corrupt the people, whofe property and 
power was leflened, exaftly in the propor- 
tion that the crown had gained weight and 
force, by the eftabjifliment of a ftandingarmy 
^nd a national debt. But, above all, the 
time of his afceniion to the throne was full 

• • • 

of fuch peculiar circumflances of popularity, 
as gave him unlimited, becaufe unfufped:ed, 
power. Into that aufpicious moment was 
crouded all the promife of his youth ; founded 
in the fond memory of all the virtues of his 
anceftors ; of his youth, rifing, as it feemed, 
to renew ^he race pf glory -that they had run, 
even up tQ the recent goal of univerfal con- 
quefl. Nature and fortune confpired to giv^ 
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the young Monarch of that day an enjpire 
the beft and moft permanent that Monarchs 
can enjoy, if they wifh to maintain it,— -aa 
;abfoIute power in the hearts of his fubjedts. 

Such was the power and the opportunity 
of exercifing it with which his ptefent 
Majefty afcended the throne. If it had been 
the counfel of his reign to improve it into 
the perfect: and reciprocal happinefs of him- 
felf and his people, the way was not fteep 
nor difficult. The virtues of his royal grand- 
father, the talents of Mr. Pitt, and the genius 
of England, called into acSion by them, had 
furmounted the difficulties of war and fadtioHt 
and corruption ; and nothing remained for ^ 
Prince that wilhed an honourable and happy 
reign, but to purfue the path that his an- 
ceftor had trod, with new facility and afcer- 
tained fuccefs. 

But if other counfels were introduced, and 
other objects propofed than the mutual in- 
terefts of prince and people, different then 
jnuft have been the means to attain thofe 
different ends. Then, inftead of cultivating 
the falutary fruits of wife and happy govern- 
ment, the old weeds of tyranny would be 
carefully cherifhed and diffeminated, till a 
new harveft fhould arife, adapted to the 
fieafon, and to the taftes'of men, lefs loath- 
fome, but more poifonous and fatal. The 
\jnextirpated abufes of former times, mel- 
lowed 
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lowed now by age-, would be refined into a 
new and more fubtil fpirit. Then would 
appear, in fuperaddition to the ancient oppor- 
tunities of mifgovernment, unremoved by 
the old Revolution, the modern inventions of 
power ^ to be removed and annihilated only 
by a new one. 

I will not fay that the counfels early incul- 
cated into the mind of the young Prince, and 
the young King, were other than doftrines 
of the pureft liberty ; for I never heard the 
conftitutional lecflures, wliich Lord Bute 
delivered in the clofet. But every Englifh- 
man will aflert what he feels, while freedom 
of fpeech and fenfe of feeling remain to him ; 
that whatever thofe principles were, the 
cfFedt of them has been extenfion of royal 
influence, and violation of popular rights: 
and every rnan of common fenfe will conclude 
in argument, that as falfehood cannot flow 
from truth, fo the political eff'ed: that has 
been fl:ated as generally felt, cannot be the 
refult of the moft perfedt confl:itutional 
principles. 

The diftingui(hing charadteriftic of the 
prefent reign feems to be the new fpirit in 
which the Members of Adminiftration mufl: 
feverally live, move, and have their being. 
Formerly, Adminiftration was a body aduated 
by one fpirit that pervaded the whole; its 
members were diftind:, not feparate: the 

particular 
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particular fundlion of each was enforced by 
the correfponding authority of all; and the 
generkl objedl was compaflfed by confent of 
parts, giving the additional effort, as nature 
and reafon dicftate, of united force. Now, 
our mangled government is in a perpetual 
ftate of feveralty and difunion ; and, like the 
Polypus, each wretched part crawls about 
without power, name, or fignificance. 

But weaknefs alone were not a fufficient 
qualification for a modern minifler. He mufl 
be actively contemptible, if he expedt honour 
at court. So conflant encouragement is ex- 
tended, and always a ready audience to all 
the little flander of office againfl office; to 
the whifper of the Treafury againft the 
American department, or to the lye of the 
Admiralty againfl them both. Occafions are 
ftudioufly contrived to bend and fubdue the 
fpirits of men; and thofe are advanced the 
highefl in the fervice, who have befl learned 
the difcipline of difgrace. There fhould be 
little wonder, that commanders in fuch a 
fervice are fought for from the ranks. 
^ Virtue, we are told by an admired autho- 
rity, is the principle of government in repub* 
lies; and honour, in a monarchy. In a 
government, therefore, fuppofed to unite, 
and almoflto identify the properties of both; 
where the power of the monarch is the con^!- 
fent of the people, and popular concurrence 

is 
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is regal ftrength; we might hope for the 
combined principle of hono:urable virtue. 
But if, in fadl direcSly contrary, we find a 
principle that counterplots and counterworks 
the heft and nobleft affeftions of humanity, 
and would annihilate all moral duty and 
patural connexion; a principle that fever$ 
friend from friend, andfeduces brother from 
brother; that hugs and betrays and deftroys; 
that drives honour to defpair, and leaves no 
alternative to virtue, but infamy or fuicide; 
it will not be a very unlogical or uncharitable 
conclulion to infer, that fuch ^ government 
is neither in the fpirit of a republic or a 
monarchy ; that fuch a principle cannot be 
fuppofed to be enforced in mere wantonnefs, 
and without an objecft; for vice is not its 
own reward ; and, therefore, that defpotifm 
alone is the fpirit of that government, where 
fuch principles and practices prevail. 

Befides the feparate and dimonoured capa- 
city in which modern politics require Mini* 
iters to depend, not on their viriues pr talents, 
not on popular favour or honourable con- 
nexion, but on/ome thing e/fe diYo£tly oipipofit^; 
towards perfedtly eftablifhing the new fyftem 
on the ruins of the old, particular innovation 
of difgrace was neceffary in that department 
of adminiftration, which the courtefy ^nd 
the fuccefs of former times had denominated 
tk^ jirfi. The Prime Minifter was now to 

be 
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be the prime objeft of contempt. Inftead of 
the dignified and official confequence in Par- 
liament, which naturally and conftitutionally 
would attend a Minifter of fpirited talents and 
popular virtues ; our novus homo muft fubmit 
td the new penance of his place : deriving 
no hopour from vidtory, for every man was 
to know him only as the Adjutant of the 
troops ; but left he (hould imagine himfelf 
more, or grow by miftake into any reputa- 
tion, he was ftudioufly to be expofed in 
fituations of difgrace and difappointment : 
in contemptible minorities, without a friend 
to fupgort or pity him : (I fpeak of former 
occanons, when the court power was fu- 
preme ; for now the management of parlia- 
ment is not quite fo optional, to the fpirit of 
St. James's :) fo that when the parliamentary 
Minfter feemed to fail on. the full tide of 
power ** to bring America to his feet,** 
whether by Scoth bills oi Jiaryation^ ox his 
own cov\Q\\idXoxy propofitions, he was to find 
himfelf carried away by fome under-current*. 
out of his latitude and contrary to his reckon- 
ing. Real pay indeed was to compenfate 
the futility of nominal rank; but the private 
favour was precarious, and the public odium 
certain. He was to be the Minifter or the 
Meffenger, as the arbitrary whim of the 
xninute fhould dictate or permit ; to have 
authority enough to efFed:uate every mifchief 

that 
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that fhould be commanded, but no power 
whatever, if by chance he fhould be inclined 
to prevent any) juftly refponfible for others 
crimes as well as his own, becaufe their 
willing inftrument ; the devoted vidlim of 
their ambition and his own meannefs : he 
was, in fine, to reprefent the pawn before 
the perfon of the King; advanced and pro- 
ted:ed for a time; but when no longer able 
to divert or fuftain the attack, to be fwept 
away from the board for ever, the enfans 
perdu of a defperate party. 
March y 1780. 
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his own Minijler. 



W HEN the planters and merchants of 
Jamaica demanded from the firft Lord oif the 
Admiralty fome affurance of protection from 
the fleet of • England, Lord Sandwich in- 
formed them, ** that his was merely ah 
executive department/' When they waited 
on the Secretary of State for Aiirteriea, to 
folicit fome attention from government, Lord 
George Germain acquainted them, ** that 
every thing had been done that ^^^ could do.*^ 
When they called upon the Prime Minilier 
for fome exertion to fave the ifland, Lord- 

'• North 
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North told them, ** he did not know it was 
in danger; but if it were, i6^ could undertake 
nothing pofitive for its defence: that Lord 
Sandwich was perfevflly right in his politics; 
for that the firft Lord of the Admiralty, the 
Secretaries of State, and firft Lord of the 
Treafury, v^ere merely executive: the cabinet 
mujl determine .^^ 

Omitting for the prefent the charadteriftic 
condudt of thcfe noble perfons on that occa- 
fion ; the infolent levity, the hollAw polite- 
nefs, and the laboured nothingnefs ; I defire 
tofaften my reader's attention to the Angularity 
of this fubjedl. It is the only article of 
political communion among the Minifters. 
In no one fentiment of politics do they agree 
but this, to diffemble their refpedtive refpon- 
libility, and to load their common mafter 
with the guilt of all his fervants : — ^you 
cannot fay that I did it: the King is his own 
Minifier:' 

If it were poffible to add to the guilt of 
men who have plundered the property, and 
openly aflail the liberty of the people, this 
aaditional contempt of the conftitution of 
their country wpuld crown their crimes. 
It is notorious, that they have recourfe to it on 
every criminal and penal part of their cqndud: 
or their riegledl. . It is their conftant boaft of 
impunity. I enquire not whether fuch a 
libel on the government of England-~a libel 

fo 
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foja/fe, my Lord Mansfidd, andfo feditiou^ 
in neceflary confequence againft his crown 
and dignity, be ftamp'ed with the royal 
imprimatur ; or whether, as I wifh may be 
the fad:, it be the forgery of the men who 
have furroiinded and betrayed him. They 
are the publifliers, if they did not invent or 
didate it; and they will foon be tried by 
God and their country. 

In this Ihort fentence is wound up and 
comprefled all the myftery and mifchief of ' 
modern politics. T^he King is his own 
Minijler. That is, the whole executive 
power and adminiftration of the State is to 
be placed in hands fuperior to controul ; too 
ftrong for ordinary reiiftance, and too facred 
as is fuppofed for punilhment. In efFe<St, 
therefore^ whenever people can be fubdued 
- to the practice of fiich theory, this principle 
amounts to'perfed: and complete defpotifm. 
For what is the power of the moft arbitrary 
defpot on earth, other than pofTeflion of the 
whole executive ftrength of the State without 
check of refiftance, or fear of punifhment ? 
— ^^A^hat truer defcription can apply to an 
arbitrary Monarch, than that he is the 
uncontrolled Minifter of his own ambition 
and caprice, in the unjuft violences of war, 
and the corruptions and follies of internal 
government ? 

I bad occafion in an early paper to difcufs 

the 
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the trite and mifunderftood maxim in the 
polity of England, that the King can do no 
wrong. While the Englifli conftitution is 
preferved, it is in its true fenfe a wife and 
ufeful maxim ; but if the monftrous inno- 
vation were tolerated, that the King is his own 
Miniji^r^ it becomes nonfenfe or tyranny. 
If he makes no ufe whatever of his minifte- 
rial power, it is abfurd to call him his owa 
minifter, as it would be fuperfluous to fay 
that he can do no wrong who does nothing. 
But if he exert the executive power, per- 
fonally inverted in him by this tyrannous 
dodtrine, and if that exertion he unpunifhable 
and unqueftionable becaufe he can do no wrongs 
I know no more complete defcription of \ 
arbitrary fway. 

The old Utopia of the controlling care of 
Parliament, of the grand inqueft of the 
nation, and the hereditary council of the 
crown, is very pretty reading, and it is no 
more. We may amufe ourfel ves with looking 
at thefe venerable family-pid:ures of the 
conftitution, the works certainly of eminent 
matters, and admire the unfading colours of 
their fame. But are they more than objects 
of curiolity, or, at beft, of empty admiration, 
^ out of all modern tafte and refemblance ? In 
the portrait of Godolphin do we trace the 
features of Lord North ? Was Somers the 
prototype of the Earl of Mansfield ? Is the 
VOL. III. D prefent 
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prefent ufurper of Blenheim, a Duke of 
Marlborough ? 

In truth, whoever would now go about 
to talk of whig-principles in government; 
infpired and eftablilhed by the honour of the 
peers or the virtue of the comnions , muft be 
a more impudent knave than tne majority of 
cither houfe can produce. To prove that the 
fun fhines at midnight is a difficulty too 
arduous even for ** the forehead'* (as he 
himfelf modeftly exprefles it,) of the^Earl of 
Sandwich. A more praxfticable and more 
wicked courfe is purfued. It were defperate to 
appeal to the reafon of mankind agjainft their 
fenfes; but appeals to their malignity againft 
their reafon may be attended with fuccefs. 
Thus the few advocates who can be induced 
to plead in fuch a caufe, never fliock the 
common fenfe of their audience by endea- 
vouring, to prove their friends able or honeft : 
they think it decent, and perhaps they have 
hitherto found it politic, to argue that all 
other men are equally deftitute of talents and 
virtue. This infamous language, chaftifed 
as it has been in parliament by eloquence and 
refuted by example, would little deferve the 
revival of public indignation; if it were not 
one of the immediate tenets of that fchif- 
inatick herefy in politicks, that the King is 
his own Minijier. All popularity of character, 
and honourable connexioo, whether of nobles 
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m a ftate, or of thofe talents and patriot 
virtues which conftitute true nobility, are 
eternal bars in the way of the arbitrary fyftem 
which, it has been proved, niuft refult from 
that favourite principle. The early exclufion 
of Mr. Pitt and introdudion of the Earl of 
Bute, were the firft bitter waters of that 
fatal fountain which has almoft deluged the 
rights and power of the people. The early 
and continued fpirit of flander againft every 
thing virtuous and honourable, firft went 
forth from the new cabinet againft tjhat great 
and popular man : becaufe his greatnefs and 
popularity flood in the way of the new prin- 
ciple, that the King was to be his own Minijier. 
The perfecution and profcription from royal 
favour of the Whig families and connexions 
of England, has been uniform; unlef3.inone 
or two exceptions, the Ihort period of which 
has only ferved to prove the rule, that* Whig 
principles are inconfiftent with the new 
Toryifm, that the King is his own Minijier. 

It is neceflary for the people of England, 
rifing as they now are with yeoman-virtue 
throughout the country, in vindication of their 
ancient rights in their property and liberty, to 
beware of the full extent of this malignant 
principle. In its full extent, it fubverts 
every fecurity of public liberty, while the 
forms of the conftitution remain. If the 
King be his own Minifter, and if thoie who 

p « ' - mi 
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fill the offices of ftate be, as Lord Sandwich 
and Lord North affirm, merely executive ; 
all due and regular refponfibility is loft. 
Thirteen provinces and the fleet of England 
may be fold to France; the people muft 
fubmit to poverty, and hug their eternal 
chains ; for no change of counfel can recover 
their empire, their power, or their liberty. 
They can infufe na popular fupport, nor 
popular fuccefs in confequence, into a new 
Admirviftration ; — for, /he King is his own 
Minijier. Objlinate adherence, therefore, to 
fuch a principle, induces the inevitable 
alternative of flavery in the people, or the 
perfonal refponfibility of Majefty. The 
latter has a precedent in our hiftory ; the 
former has no Example. 
March ^ 1780. 



T^o the Printer of the Public Advertifer. 

Jl Have lately read a bulky performance, 
which profefTes to difcufs many law points of 
great importance. It is entitled ** A Letter 
on Libels, Warrants, &c." 

What flopped me lirft in reading, and 
fhall alone engage my animadverfion now, iS' 
a long paflage early in the book, in which 
the author goes wantonly out of his way, 
without the leaft call from his afgument,^ 

merely 
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merely to introduce his chara(3:er of a very 
great perfon, who is only not na-med, who is 
but lately dead, and whofe memory will b^ 
ever dear, not only to all that knew him per- 
fbnally, but to all honeft and good men of 
whatever denomination. 

In this charadler fome few commendations 
are affediedly introduced ; but the particular 
cenfures, which make the much greater part 
of" the paiTage, are fo utterly inconfiftent with 
thofe few and fparing praifes, that it is no 
breach of candor and charity to fuppofe, that 
the former praifes were inferted only to point 
the cenfures which follow' with a more 
malignant rancour. 

The great perfon alluded to is here pro- 
nounced to have approached nearer, in his 
political and legal conducft, and in every 
other. refpedt indeed, to the Earl of Clarendon 
than to Lord Somers : — and what then ? It is 
always invidious to compare charadlcrs, and 
would be impertinent and ungenerous to raife 
^ monument to the fame of either of thofe 
great men on the ruin of others. The world 
is now agreed in acknowledging the abilities 
and merit of both ; but it is well known to 
all, who were acquainted with this noble 
perfon, that he conftantly made Lord Sonners 
Lis firft and avowed model ; and that this 
eminent Statefman, with the Lord Chief 
Holt, were the two .cbaraders in the long 

robe. 
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robe, whofe condud: he always wifhed and 
aimed to exprefs in his own. Yet this writer 
calls hini * a Prerogative Lawyer.* We all 
know what thefe words w^ill be generally 
underftood to imply; and it is fufHcient to 
anfwer, that not this pamphleteer only, 
but all others ate defied to give one fingle 
inftance' of the late Lord Chancellor's 
having at any time, in any place, or upon 
any occafion, attempted or aimed at any 
^xtenfion of the prerogative; nay, it may 
be faid, for it is well known, in fome pro- 
secutions which he was to conducfl as 
Attorney-Gefteral in very ticklifli times, he 
managed with fuch- ability and candor as at 
once to give the moft entire fatisfacftion to 
the Adminiftration, whofe direflions hd 
enforced, and even to extort the efteem and 
idrhiration of the principal leaders of the 
Opj^ofition, who were moft immediately 
iriterefted in the event of thofe profecutions. 
But * he leaned in his notions too much 
* towards ariftocracy/ I Ihould be glad to 
alk this writer, whether the Bill for abolifhing 
the heretable jurifdidlions, and the other Bills 
for the reformation *and civilizing of the 
Highlands in Scotland, which ev^ry body 
remembers to have been projected and eon- 
dudled by this great perfon, are not the 
ftrongeft proofs of his zeal for the liberties 
of the community in general on the trueft 

principles, 
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principles, and his not being biafled by any- 
undue attachment to ariftocracy ? 

The account of his Lordfhip's fpeech oa 
the preliminaries, in December 1762, is not 
only a very rude and unmannerly one, f thefe 
are peccadillos with political writers,) out is 
ibfolutely falfe and contrary to fad:. I fay 
this with the more confidence, becaufe I 
have feen very faithful and accurate notes of 
thi^ fpeech ; and I do affirm, that the fingle 
objedlion to the preliminaries, which this 
author pretends to quote from it, viz* about 
the boundaries in North America, made no 
part of the fpeech, nor was. fo much as 
mentioned in it. The truth is, the noble 
Lord adted in this matter upon the moft 
honourable and temperate principle/ He had 
been juft then difmiifed from the Cabinet, 
and could only in the Houfe of Lords deliver 
his fentimentson this great national meafure. 
He acknowledged readily his approbation of 
many things ; and thofe which he difapproved, 
he objedled to with fuch propriety, and with 
fuch weight, that fomeof them were adually 
corredted in the definitive treaty ; and others 
would have been probably, had we had th6 
good fortune to carry on and conclude our 
negociations for the peace with the fame 
national unanimity with which we fet out. 

And this naturally leads to a queflion, 
which this father of candor, as he calls 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, has affecfledly put and left undeter-e 
mined; ** whether his Lordfhip underftood 
foreign affairs or not?*' Thofe who want 
yet to fettle their judgments in this matter 
will rather be diredled, I fliould fuppofe, by 
the opinion of fuch as had frequent oppor-^ 
tunity of hearing him in the Houfe, or afr 
tjae Council Board, than by the crude con- 
ceptions of this malevolent writer. 

We are next inftrucfted concerning his 
Lordfhip's conduit, and the motives to it,^ 
in regard to the militia, the habeas corpus, 
and the marriage ad: s. In his fpeech on the 
firft of thefe, which I well remember, he 
averred of himfelf the very reverfe to what 
this man afErmsof him, ultri creditis quiritesf- 
And, after urging his objections to the plan 
thenfeht up from the Commons, he declared 
himfelf in favour of a well-regulated militia; 
and propofed fuch alterations in any future 
fcheme as were all adopted the next year, 
were approved in both Houfes, and received 
the Royal Affent. 

As to the habeas corpus, there was indeed 
a bill with a very fpecious title carried through 
the Houfe of Commons in 1758, with the 
full tide of popular eloquence: but it fhould 
be remembered, that fome of the moft dif- 
tinguilhed lawyers in th^t Houfe flrenuoufly 
pppofed it; and when it came up to the 
ptber, the fubjeft underwent a more deliberate 

and 
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and folemn difcuflion. The judges* opinions 
were taken upon the leading principles of the 
bill ; and they gave it as their unanimous 
opinion, that the writ of habeas corpus was 
of right and not of courfe, and that fome 
affidavit or allegation of probiable caufe was 
neceflary to found the demand- upon, Ip the 
debate which afterwards enfued, fo rpany 
incon veniencies were pointed out in fo ipafterly 
a manner by the noble Lord here afperfed, 
fupported by a npble Lord of the fame 
learned profeflion, that the Hpufe was 
convinced of the great impropriety and 
unfitnefs of the Bill, and reje<fted it without 
a divifion. The proteft which followed was 
only (igned by one folitary Lord. 

With regard to the marriage adt, we can-» 
not but remenfibcr how long fome provifions 
pf this Jcin4 h^dbeen called for; and, with^ 
out entering into a difcuflion of all the points, 
or indeed of any, which may be difputed on 
this argument, we may affirm with a truths 
that the bilj did not take its rife from this 
noble perfon, but from a motion made by 
another, with whom he was not connecfled in 
bufinefs; that the bill prepared by the Judges 
was by every body deemed inadequate, and 
the noble Lord on thewpol-pack unanimoufly 
requefted to prepare a .more efFed;ual one. 
This he did with the firmeft perfuafion, 
\y^jiich he retained to his lalt hour, of the 

general 
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general reafonablenefs and fitnefs of what ia. 
there enadled ; yet withal conftantly profefling 
an entire readinefs to concur and affift iii 
framing any reafonable amendments, to meet 
with any real inconveniencies, which the 
prefent bill had been found to occafion. 

To pronounct concerning any man^s fecrct 
motives y is in the higheft 'degree prefump- 
tuous; but if this be in all Cafes hazardous, 
and in moft cafes ungenerous, what fhall 
we fay of a writer who with equal folly and 
aflurance fuppofes, that ** a perfectly good 
Judge, a truly wife magiftrate, a perfon of 
natural good temper, and of the foundeft 
linderftanding in matters of law and equity;'* 
all ofthefe qualities ufually proceeding from 
found principles, and tending to produce 
upright condud:, fhould yet not deferve the 
appellation of •* a true Patriot;*' fhould have 
joined inoppofition, merely from private and 
perfonal diflatisfacftion ; fhould have ac^ed 
frequently and repeatedly with an utter 
ignorance of our national interells, both 
foreign and domeftic ; and fhould, in one 
cafe particularly, (that of the marriage adt,) 
have gone upon a view, which, far lefs 
cfircumfpecStion, experience, and knowledge 
of the world than his Lordfhip is admitted 
to have pofTefTed, mufl convince any man is 
the moft abfurd, wild, and irrational, that 
can be entertained or imagined, viz. ** The 

perpetuating 
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perpetuating a fortune or family once made, 
&c/* Thediverfity of family characfters, ia 
a very few generations, or even in one and the 
fame often, and the ceafelefs fludlation of 
events in the fame family, muftfatisfy every 
body, that no man of good fenfe in worldly 
matters, which is gracioufly allowed to this 
noble perfon, could amufe himfelf with fuch 
a vifionary and romantic ideai Vitce fumna 
brevis fpem nos vet at htchodre longam. 

As to the many aetulant and malignanf 
infinuations thrown out in various parts of 
this pamphlet on the defcendents from this 
great 'and excellent perfon, I am perfuaded, 
they all of them as much and as thoroughly 
defpife them as they little deferve them. I 
(hall therefore fay nothing at all to any thing 
levelled at them ; nor fhould indeed have 
written what I have in defence of their noble 
father, fo illiberally and wantonly attacked, 
if I had not always, on the jufteft reafons, 
entertained the higheft reverence for his 
perfon and virtues, and had not been really 
affedled with an honeft indignation at feeing 
his afhes, fcarce cold yet, trampled upon in 
fo difrefp'ed:ful a manner, and his excellent 
character fo. unnecefTarily and fo rudely 
calumniated. I fay calumniated ; for I cannot 
help retorting on this writer his own idea, 
and pronouncing his performance (as far as 
Relates to the part here ^imadverted on) 

a libel 
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a libel vci all its forms ; that is, according to 
bis own definition of one, ho\S\ falfe and 

malicious. 

fiecanbcr 15, 1764. 



T^o the Printer of the Public Advertifer, 

X HE extraordinary demand for a pamphlet, 
entitled, ** A Letter concerning Libels, 
♦♦ Warrants, &c/' ovviffg partly to the nature 
^{ the fubjeft it profefles to treat, and not a 
little to fome other ingredients with which it 
is feafoned, having brought it to a fourth 
edition ; I had endeavoured to perfuade 
myfelf th^t the author or authors, convinced 
by the information they m.uft hav^ received 
through fqveral of the public papers, of thq 
grofs and wilful miftakes they had been 
guilty of in refped: to fome memorable fads, 
as well us fome charafters which defervecj 
a diiferept treatment, w^ould have fo far 
liftened tp the calls of truth and juftice, a§ 
to have expunged feveral pafTages which 
^ppear^d in the former editions, containing 
the moft injurious r^fledions on the dead as 
well as the living ; reflexions not warranted 
in any manner, nor to be accounted for or 
explained, except upon the amiable motives 
of epvy, jealoufy, and a fpirit qf Yadion^ 

But 
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But as I find upon looking into the third 
edition, that inftead of adling as became 
friends to truth, or even generous ad verfaries; 
inftead of retracing falfehoods or miftakes 
however palpable, they have not only repeated 
them again and again, but at the fame time 
accumulated new injuries and new calumnies ; 
I think it incumbent upon thofe who have 
any knowledge of the real charaAers and 
fadls, which thefe worthy alTertors of liberty 
and the conftitution of their country have fo 
traduced, to ftand forth, and not fuffer the 
unprejudiced part of mankind to be deceived 
by the grofs partiality and flagrant malice of 
fuch writers. It is with this view alone 
(detefting as I do the warfare of newfpapers 
and pa.rty pamphlets) that I have been induced 
to undertake the drudgery of pointing out 
and expofing fome of the falfe imputations, 
which have been heaped with fuch peculiar 
virulence, upon the memory and public 
condudl of the late Earl of Hardwicke, in 
the later editions of this bulky libel. 

Some ftridlures having already been made 
[The preceding paper addreffed to the Printer 
of the Public Advertifer.] with great truth 
and propriety, upon the injurious and ma- 
licious attempt towards a character of this 
noble perfon as it ftood in the firft edition of 
this performance, I fhall wholly confine 

myfelf 
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myfelrf to fuch alterations and additions as 
have fince appeared in it. 

In the firft place, this Father of Candour 
has thought fit to ftigmatize fome proceedings 
in his late Majefty^s reign againft a certain 
V. C. of Oxford, as being yery oppreflive, 
'and in the fame breath to impute them, 
without the leaft hefitation or ceremony, to 
Lord Hardwicke's advice and dired:ion; not 
carting the leaft cenfure upon the late Sir 
J). Ryder, then Attorney-General, who con^ 
dufted the profecution as far as it went, and 
who had too much experience and ability in 
his profeffion to want advice or direction ; 
and was by principle and education too zealous 
a Whig, and of too humane a temper, to lay 
the heavy hand of power upon any fubjfed:, 
however worthlefs^ where the Law and his 
duty did not fully authorize and ffequire it. 
But why then is it charged upon this Noble 
Lord ? Does it appear, or can it be pretended 
with the leaft truth, that he was even aflced 
his opinion about it, much more that he 
gave any fuch advice or dirediion to the 
Attorney-General ? Does merely holding the 
Great Seal then, ^nd aflifting at the Cabinet 
Council, make a man refponfible for an 
Attorney-GeneraFs execution of his office? 
If fo,. why is not the Noble Lord who at 
prefent fills that ftation, arraigned through- 
out this libel for every ftep of the proceed- 
ing 
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ing againft Mr. Wilkes, inftead of the two 
Secretaries of State, and the late and prefent 
Attorney-General. 

The next thing which prefents itfelf is a 
modeft affertion (introduced into a long and 
laboured paflage, which is intended, Ifuppofe^ 
to pafs for a complete charadler of his Lbrd- 
ihip) of his having once affiled the title of 
Earl of Clarendon. A more abfurd piece of 
falfehood was never invented, nor one \^% 
probable in the cafe of a man, who had for 
lo many years ennobled his own name by 
the force of his own genius, nor lefs fuitable 
to the judgment, modefty, and whole be- 
haviour of that noble perfon. The truth is, 
he more than once declined the honour of the 
advancement itfelf; during which time a 
report being fpread, that his late Majefty 
was gracioufly pleafed to intend it for him, 
it was feveral times inferted in the News- 
papers, that he was to be created Earl of 
Clarendon. This is literally the whole foun- ' 
dation there ever was, or could be, for fuch 
an idle tale, unlefs one could fuppofe it \vas 
defigned to give uneafinefs to the family and 
defcendents of that celebrated Minifter. 

He then proceeds to give a moft falfe: ac- 
count of Lord Hardwicke*s fpeech in the 
Houfe of Lords upon the Preliminaries.. I 
don't mean to dwell upon fuch infinuations 
or expreffions as have alreadyJaeen animad- 
verted 
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verted upon ; but it is impoffible to let fuch 
notorious falfehoods be repeated and aggra-^ 
vated day after day, without expreffing a 
juft indignation at fuch fhamelefs profligacy. 
He was fo far fi'onl objefting to the Boun-^ 
daries between the Britifh and French Colo- 
nies in North- America, fettled by that 
treaty, that he thought them the beft ima^ 
ginable. This the author has been already 
told in print; notwithftanding which, as if 
determined to be^r down even truth itfelf by 
mere effrontery, he has added a particularity 
to the fuppofed objection as fool ifli and as 
falfe as all the refl. 

What opinion their Lordfhfps entertained 
of his fpeech that day, I fhall not prefume 
to determine: Sure I am, however, that he 
retained the powers of his mind too perfedt 
even to the lafl to give the leaft colour for 
the low comparifon, under which the pre- 
judiced and vulgar ideas of this malignant 
Writer have thought fit. to reprefent him. 

He felt perhaps as few of the defe(fts of 
age as rnofl of his contemporaries, and yet he 
lias been known to fiy of himfelf in that 
AfTembly, Non eadem eft JEtas^ no?i Mens^ 
But let thofe who remember the part he fuf- 
tained for fo many years at the Bar, upon 
the Bench, and in Parliament, during the 
warmefl political contefls againft the ablefl: 
Ijpcakers, recolle(S the light in which he 

always 
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always appeared; his grace, fttength, and, 
dignity of manner; quicknefs andcompre-^ 
henfion of thought ; and let them fay if they 
can, that he had neither imagination, wit,, 
or eloquence ; that he betrayed qn any occa-i 
iion a w^nt of the ornamental aod gracef^ 
accomplifhments of literature, in which he 
had the felicity to be better grotiRded, and to 
have more accuracy and extent ^thSan almoft 
any. man who -had engaged fp early and fa 
lofig in public .bjifinefs ; or that he gave any 
marks oi ihzt Piainnefs of education, which 
this polite, ingenious, and accomplifhed 
writer, with a& little regard to truth as 
decency, is pleafed to beftpw upon him, 

Th^ reflections caft ^pon his fpeech on 
the firft draught of the Militia Bill fent up 
by the Houfe of Commons in 1756, hav» 
been fo fully anfwered in » former p3j)«rfc 
that I Ihall fay but, little to them. I mufb 
however ^obferve, that though he fuggefted 
many and weighty pplitical objedions to 
th?it Bill, he nxade none oiz religious nature^ 
unlefs the author 'm abfurd enough to cail 
difapproving the mod^, prepared in that Bill, 
of exercifing tjhe men on Sundays, a religious * 
objection. So far fyom enervating the 
£;:heme, by propofing to reduce the numbey 
to^ one-half , ^he made it by that nieans a 
praifticable meafure ; and whoever will atT 
tempt to increafe the number, will have 
; voLvi"- E enpu^U 
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enough td Contfend with in anfweriflg dit 
complaints bf the country upon fuch an 
auij(;mtntatioH. So far from contriving to 
defeat the execution of it in his paiticular 
county after it becam^i a law, the moft 
^)*n€tual obftdiehce wa* faiA %o the A<St in 
6\tefy pftrticukr fey^ the ftoble perfon who 
was then,- fefldife-rto't*^, Jhs Majefty's LieiM»- 
mm in *ttt •Co'dftty'j «h^''Militta of which 
tvks 4<atlilly faifed: attd djfdlpli^cd for two 
yjl&rs teigether during thei *^a^^ Arid is feow 
^' fo6t 8g4itt , 'Aftd 'vv'i^ esiilid ' ^ut to ibhfeir 
4ftrrtiiil^Jf««*fe'-in May teft;-'' • 
' There ifr'b«it<«e thteg nftdreiwhich truth 
com^is ft^^fto 1ake4iO*idie kifj-'airtd thtil is^ 
tthai'^i^^ we1l-4wft>i-me«r Vrt'iter thiiiks^o- 
^*(y-'fay» with'Mgti^ h %he judges^ who; 

tt^a G^led to thAttmportattt ftati^, whilft 

tJW'.iOfeat^eai «^i& ift->Ms !«ih(J^. ^ ^ Can any 
^•'Who *«>i^. ¥6imd IWeftrninlfer-HiiU at 
Aii h0ui-, - ^i*^|t'^o 'irecomtneBded' «i«ny 
<tf the ahlkt%bef^6w fitxhere? as 'able %.m 
asf-^u^rigttt: fiiieft its ever admiftiftered jtifticfc 
iiiany'age!br any country."' ICaft he forget 
Qi>t^e&. to treat with eorftem^t the names of 
fi^effisriat ^int of fome who iitt dead, di^ 
i^f^i-ed^R'^eves, Lee, Ryder, Strange, Wri<^^ 
B%irn«, Pe^eri ^Cl^Hce, ai^ others, '^tl^ 
iftight fefe hientioncd? Or #iU he venture' 
to a^rt, ihat Ar^fe meft ofetaiiied their ttiiik 
upon the, benc^ fey irtihfflerial ^ %<!A:^r()feJ[ftwinf} 
nwea^K Though 



t ;11fiough I perceive that th^ fubjeKSl has 
carried me i^tthtt than I at firft de%{ied» 
yet before 1 have quite dwie with it, I thin|c 
ibme notice fhouH be taken oi the many* 
feathered paflages in this curiotts «Hadley of 
iBuftious polititca^ ^^ctravagant law do^riaes, 
and perfanai abufe, inferted with the geoe^ 
Mas pttrpoCe oi depreciating^ hy tjiis viriitle^t 
libel, the hoosvor and xepmat4oiii pf tftie famiiy 
..aDd defoendants of die tK)ble porfbn abo:^ 
jmentiaaied. Bat a.r tbet^e happeas to be oi>e 
among them, whoie taJents, eloqiK^acey 
ieacning, and integrity, bave caifed him 
to a height m the poJofe^on of the law, 
which in the general efteem of (the 6ar, afid 
-4ft th£ public vaice^ gave him juft and reg^ 
laar pcsteniions to Abe ifixjEI: hcmouriB in it ; ^wbto 
£iied, for many years., two great ilations, 
with as much capacity and reputation,, ais any* 
man whatever 1 and who lately refigoed one 
of them, £:> AS to af£ert his rom^n honouf .and 
f^timeiats with the :moft weight and free* 
4mxx^ at the hazard of <every timtg wihich 
<caii be cail&d prjoiit or ambition ; who is top 
icnowing to be didiated to ati points winch 
<iooaoem the law and tsDnititation ; too ;&ga^ 
cious and honeft to be made a fool; too wile 
and temperate in his public conduiH: to pleafe 
the felfifh,, the intereflcd, and the ^violent ; 
too free and independent in his fituation and 
fortune, to lay him/elf ^{m the language of this 

£ a writer) 
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writer) at the feet of any man^ or to call his 
opinions into any minifterial orpopular mould, 
becaufe it may happen to fuit with the times, 
or with his own intereft: He is therefore 
-peculiarly marked out for vengeance^ — rhis 
condud: in Parliament mifreprefented and 
traduced, where in truth it gained him much 
'credit in all the inflances alluded to; aiid 
his good name to be branded with eveiy 
ill-natured epithet, and falfe refleftion, 
which the infolence, the injuftice, and the 
private views of others can fuggeft. 

After all, let me appeal to the zealoug 

admirers of this libeller,' whether he who 

wantonly fadrifrces the tmth of facfts, and 

tharadlers above fufpicion, to the dark pur- 

pofes of calumny and envy, has the leaft 

claim to the applaufe or confidence of any 

party.' . 

Law difpenfed by fuch writers, is like a 

fword in the hands of a madman ; it will liab 

•indeed, but it. will ftab in the dark, the 

^friends rather than the enemies of the Con*^ 

' ftitution y and thus it may become a terror to 

•innocent and worthy citizens,: inftead of an 

"inftrument of juftice againft profligate Mini« 

Iters and lawlefs fubjefts • 



January 30, 1765. 
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ROM the fpirited proceedings of the 
petitioning counties, the nation has already 
gained one great advantage. It has had the 
fairefl* opportunity of trying the different 
pretenfions of thofe who profefTed to have its 
welfare and glory at heart. Private intereft 
and public utility have ere<3:ed their feveral 
flandards. The mercenary bands of the 
one have been driven to the neceflity of 
feparatingthemfelves publicly from the friends 
of the other. The great party of the nation 
Hands elorioufly diftinguiftied from the 
fa£lious retainers of a corrupt Adminiftration. 

The imputation of the felfifti views of 
ambition and avarice, fo artfully thrown out 
againft the oppofers of the prefent difgraceful 
fyftem, has at length been unqueftionably 
brought home to the fupporters of that fyftem; 
and opposition has gained that confidence 
from the people, to which their patriotic 
exertions had fo long, and fo juftly entitled 
them. 

An event fo defirable is not more to be 
afcribed to the condud: of the petitioners » 
(han to the meafures purfued by th^ few who 

oppofc 
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oppofe them. We are indebted, I hope, to 
the gocdnefs of Providence for the feledtion 
of thefe men. Zealous without knowledge^ 
abilities or difcretiori, they have been betrayed 
into an avowal of the fecret defigns of their 
employers. Tranfported by an eager defire 
of recommending thcmfelves, they hav# 
divulged the dark myfteries of the court,, 
and 'explained its deep laid fchemes and 
arbitrary doftrines, to an aflembly of Britiih 
freeholders ♦ 

Thefe doxStrines, it is true, we have feen 
Artfully inculcated j for feveral paft, in all the 
venal produftions of the minifterial prints^ 
From the learned Penfioner, [Dr. Samuel 
Johnfon.j whofe talents were once happily 
employed in the fervice of his country, down 
to the writers of daily eiTays, and newfpaper 
paragraphs, not a mercenary pen but has 
jnfinuated them more or lefs covertly. But 
the formal and authentic copfeffion of them 
was referved for the daring and intrepid fpirit 
of Mr. Smelt. 

Emboldened by the boundlefs favour h^ 
enjoyed with his Sovereign, that gentleman 
thought himfelf authorifed to fpeak without 
fear or reftraint. With that lamiliarity to 
which he has been fo long admitted, h^ 
fnatched atvay the veil the petitioners had 
refped:fully drawn round the throne. . H^ 
boldly produced the perfon of his royal friend, . 

and^ 
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and, to a fet of men who pointed their 
cenfures only at his Minijfters, helil him up 
as an objeiS of the jufteft terror, and the 
moft alarming apprehenfion. 

For what were his words ? Did thi$ bofom 
confident of the King of a free people hefitat^ 
to reprefent him to his diftant fubjecSs in th? 
light of an Afiatic defpot ? to feat him amid 
the blaze and unapproachable fpkndaur of 
majejiy^ felf-honoured , felf ^beloved, and ieli- 
enjoyed. Did he hefitate to propofe the 
creature of the conftitution to the adoration of 
the public, as the fiyft animating principle, 
the great informing fpirit, the effehce of that 
very power to which itowe$^venit$ exiftence? 
Did he not even make his boaft of the in^ 
dignation with which he was fired, when 
he heard his royal prote^Sor ftyled thefervant 
qf the people? A title which the moft 
defpotic monarchs, at leaft, affe^ to glory in, 
as the fureft to enthrone them in the hearts of 
their fubjedls, but which, it feems, is con- 
fidered as an infult on a defcendant of the 
Houfe of Brunfwick ! To whoni, then, i^ 
that Prince indebted for the cfown he wears } 
To the people aflerting their rights • Tp 
whom does he owe the preference given tp 
his line over the elder branches of the Houfe 
of Stuart ? To the people. Why is he not at 
this inftant buried in obfcurity, confounded 
among the petty Princes who are fubfidiary to 

the 



£6 APPENDIX* 

the throne, to which the fubverfion of the 
doftrines of his favourite, paved him the 
way ? Why, but for the people afferting 
their rights, and delegating a pow6r which it 
was theirs alone to confer ? And fhall it be a 
difgraceto this Prince to beftyled the fervafit 
of that people ? Shall the man, whom he has 
taken to his bofom, declare the very idea to 
he narrow^ little and ntean^ unworthy of a 
King of England ? 

The public and authentic avowal of the 
docflrines of the Court produced the effedts it 
was natural to expert among the defcendants 
of the revolutionifts, Whigs and Tories 
equally took the alarm. The whole body of 
the freeholders of York, whom their diftrefles 
had aflembled, with a view of examining into 
the caufe of their grievances, were convinced 
by Mr. Smelt of the neceffity of concurring 
in the meafures propofed to them by the 
promoters of the petition. For at the very 
moment they were coinplaining of xkio^fecret 
influence of the Crown, they were infulted 
by an open declaration of its ambitious and 
Unconftitutional views. While they were 
exprefling their fe^rs at an encreafe of a 
(Jangerous power, purchafed underhand by 
the money of the public, they heard it 
declared by unqueftionable authority, that in 
the doSlrine of the Court this power required 
tQ Iff enfreqfed greatly ^ beyond even its 

prefent 
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prefent encroachments. They were befeeching 
their reprefentatives to adopt the moft fteady 
and effediual meafures for relieving the 
country from the enormous weight of taxes 
with which it was oppreffed, and they were 
told that in the dodlrine of the Court this 
country could never be properly governed, 
till thofe taxes (hould be rendered perpetual, 
and till the nation Ihould be precluded from 
every hope of relief. Even thofe who had 
attended the afTembly with an intention of 
oppofing the petition, were compelled by 
fuch alarming difcoveries to join in the prayer 
of it ; and all the fruits produced by the 
fsffufion of this very loyal zealot^ were to give 
unanimity to the meeting, and to unite all 
parties in one great conftitutional caufe. 

If the nation has derived fo great an ad-r 
vantage from the rafli and itiipetuous zeal of 
Mr. Smelt, it is no lefs indebted to the condudl 
of the perfons employed by th^ Minifter in 
another county, (Hertford.) Nature has been 
very fparing of her gifts tq the young 
nobleman, (Salijbury) whom he h^s placed 
at their head. But his Lordfhip endeavours 
to make up by zeal what he wants in abilities. 
Jt fills us with indignation to hear of the 
infamous arts employed to miflead the ig* 
norant, and intimidate the dependent, whom 
the agents of that nobleman, and of his 
pwfiojiied afliftants, induce to fign the 
^ Hertford 
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Hertford proteft. A proteft againft the 
proceedings of a meeting, at which they did 
not even affift, and or which they muft* 
confequently, be utterly ignorant. A proteft, 
the very firil daufe of which is no\lefs an 
jnfuk on their underftanding, than an outrage 
on their feelings as Englifhmen, It renounces 
one of the moft facred rights they enjoy. It 
difclaims a privilege which their ianceftors 
bled to feciire, and which they tranfmitted to 
their pofterity , as a dear bought and invaluable 
inheritance. 

Infatuated people ! while they put their 
hands to their own condemnation; while 
they fign the inftrument of their own flavery, 
and encourage their hard talk mafters td 
cncreafe their burdens, the men by whofe 
interefted arts they are duped and mifled, 
reap the fruits of their folly, and fatten oil 
their fpoils. The leaders, whom, they 
blindly follow, are the very nfien who enjoy 
the enormous falaries and unmerited peniions, 
which the founder part of their fellow- 
freeholders require to bfe converted from the 
enriching of individuals to the fervice of the 
State. Even now the golden reward hangs 
ready to the grafp of their LxDrd Lieutenant, 
(Sal{/hury,)'aiX\di animates him to perfeverance. 
The lucrative employment (Treafurer of the 
Houfeboldy) fo generoufly rejfighed by a virtii- , 
cus young nobleman, (Carlijle,) who fcorned 

to 
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10 owe any part of his fplendor to the 
iufFerings oi the people, he claims as his due. 
He counts it as earned by his fervices in the 
favourite caufe of corruption. He triumphs 
in the gains he has made from the credulity 
of the deluded inftruments of his growing 
ambition , and maintains that he is invited by 
ibemfelves to Ihare in their plunder* 
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THE eOUNTRY GENTLEMAN. 

2V the Earl of H— — — gh. 

February 17, 1780* 

MY LORD, 

\y HEN the defeftion of the houfe of 
Bedford compelled the interior' cabinet to 
feek for fit chara(Sers to fupply at the Coun- 
cil-Board the furious and vindiftiv^ fpirit of 
that party, they naturally caft their eyes 
upon your Lordfhip* The principles which 
have invariably diredled your political con- 
du6l, and, the temper and dilpofitions you 
had manifefted at a former memorable crifis, 
fully juftified their choice. It promifed as 
favourably to the interefts of their fyftem, as 
it boded ill to the happinefs of this country, 
and alarmed the friends of the conftitution 
in proportion to the fatisfa(3;ion expreffed on 

your 
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» 

your appointment by the creatures of the 
Courts 

For tny own part, I am free to confefs, 
that I by no means felt all that terror and 
apprehenfion which your return to office 
diffufed amongft moft ranks of men. If your 
labilities, indeed, could keep pace with the 
wifties of your heart, I ftiould think that 
Heaven, in its utmoft difpleafure, could not 
inflidl a heavier curfe on this nation, than to 
fuffer you to take a part in the direction of 
its councils. But in the weaknefs of your 
underftanding, I thought I faw a refource 
^ againft the depravity of your principles, and 
the malignancy of your defigns. I even 
conceived fome hopes of public advantage 
from the effe(fts of your adminiftration, A 
rafh and ungovernable sreal, that excluded 
all prudence and difcretion, and difdainedall 
xeftraint, might not, I imagined, prove un- 
ferviceable to the caufe of the people. Your 
conduct at the commencement of the Ameri- 
can diffenfions was frefh in my recollection. 
The illiberal and ill grounded cenfures, and 
the violent and unconftitutional proceeding? 
by which you drove the colonies into rebel* 
lion, and tore afunder all the bonds that 
united them to the parent (late, gave pie no 
room to miftake the line you were hkely to 
folloiy in our prefent domeftic diftraftions. 
I looked for a repetition of the fame impo- 

6 litie ' 
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litic Councils » I could entertam no doubt 
that the fame infolent and intemperate mea^ 
fures were meant to be purfued. The-pub-* 
lic^ would neceffarily be ftruck with the . 
refemblance, and the fad leffon they had beea 
taught by the refult of thofe meafures among 
the colonifts would naturally put them on 
their guard againft them, when they faw 
that they aimed, inimediately at their own 
peace and^^iappinefs, and would open their 
eyes to the real intentions of government. 

Your condu(ft has fully juftified my fuf- 
picions. In the violent refolutions lately 
' adapted in the cabinet againft the favourei;s 
of the petitions, the people evidently dif- 
covered the traces of your character. You 
may reft affured, my Lord, that they give 
you entire credit for them. You may ex- 
pert at their hands the fulleft retribution, 
and the jufteft rfecompence. But if they 
could have entertained any doubts on the 
iubje<3:» you have taken care efFedtually to re- 
move them. You have declared yourfelf their 
profefled enemy,' in. One of the moft delicate 
and effential points. You have confefleij; 
yourfelf to be one, at leaft, of the Minrifters 
who labour to alienate the affedlions of his 
Majefty from a majority of his moft loyil 
and afFe<Slionate fubjedls. 

If their humble and dutiful petitions to be 
eafcd of the ppprsflive burdens under which 

they 



6i A*p£»i>ta^ 

they laboiir, have been tnifreprefdftted to 
their Sovereign . as faBious^ and founded 
nvitdyjii afj^tit of H^olenti and pari^, your 
Lorcfihip ackftoiv ledges youtf^ to be one of 
the authors of fuch mifreprefentatioii* 

If their conftitutional meetings to coUe<ft 
the fentiments of the public, and legally to 
Convey them to the reprefentatives, to whom 
that pubUc has delegated the guardianihip o£ 
its rights, and the defence of its pi^opfcrty^ 
be mifreprefented at the foot of the throne as 
dangerous^ dijloyaiy fedttious combinations^ 
evident^ tending* to rebellion^ your Lordfhip 
acknowledges yourfelf to be the author ot 
fuch mifreprefentations. 

If the freeholders of England be denied 
the priviieges that have been adcnowledged 
to belong to other fubjwSs of the empire 7 
if the ^zm^riaflbciations «f Ireland have had 
the fan^ion and approbation of riae Minifter^ 
and xithtix peremptory demands hav^porocured 
redrdfs, while our bumi/k amd fuhmijfive 
Teprefentg:tions have been bianded ^s&f editions 
nnd tending to reixellinn^ to your Ijordlflaip 
they are /)^zr//W^ri^ indebted for tlieinfulting 
diftind;ion. 

If his Majefty has i>een potmfelled to 
difmifs from the government of counties^ 
(Lord Pembroke y &c.) men of the firft cha-^ 
rader and property in his dominions, for 
exerting the piivileges reieryed to tbepi ia 

common 



tbmmon with the reft of their fellow-fubjeds, 
hj the fame power to which he is indcbt?ed 
for his own title to the throne, your Lordfliip 
ackno wtedges yourfelf to be one of , ths 
authors oC that coimcii — ^you jpicdge yourfelf 
to perfevere in th^ r^olution and jirmnefs 
mceffary to fifbdue thofe men— -to pimiih, 
"without pity^ the petitioners and their fqp*- 
porters, and all who dare maintain the I^^a- 
lity of their proceedings, or their right to 
reprefortt their grievances, and call forredrefs^ 

Has your Lordfliip weighed well the con- 
fequcnces of this open attack on the majefty 
of the people ? What preparations have yoa 
made to meet their coileJaed indignation? 
in other qufeftioils between them and the 
different memfccrs of Adminiftration, tliey 
may content therofelves ,with fupplicating 
for redrefe. In this they muil call aloud foar 
"vengeance. In vain will you l^ve recourfc 
to the ilate device ^f confounding your owa 
caufe wilh the caiufe of ^e crown and coa«- 
ftitution/ You naoay procure the willing votef 
of a ^corrupt majarrty in parliament by holding 
up e^i^vfry attack (on your adminii^ration as an 
attack on the ^late ; but to the feelings of tlM 
freehokters of Great- Britain, whom you have 
infulted, vilified, and tradxoced^ and <ai whofe 
ti^ts you hav^ trampled, iuch w^^ssmtb^ 
will oniy prove ^m aggravatioa to y^ur guilt; 

Believe m^ iny Lad^ thtj are fu% 

I awaje 
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aware of your defigns. They have little 
rfeafon to forget the tranfadtions of your 
former adminiftration. They recoiled: that 
the very terms of that black hand^writing^ by 
which you firft denounced the vengeance of 
adminiftration againft the devoted Colonifts, 
were the fame that fell from the tranfports 
of your furious zeal in the late debate in 
the Houfe of Lords. 

In that fatal inftrument of irrevocable pro- 
fcription, you reprefented ameafure perfedly 
legal, perfectly conftitutional, a meafure 
that tended folely to lay the grievances of 
•the fubjed: before the throne, as inflammatory 
in its nature^ tending to create unwarrantable 
eombinationSy and calculated to inflame the 
minds of the people. : You exhorted the crea- 
tures of government to defeat fo flagitious an 
attempt^ and to treat it with the contempt it 
deferved. . You denied it to be the refolution 
4fthe majority of the people, but of a fet of 
faSious deflgning tneni and you afterwards 
jprocured a protefl from the inhabitants of the 
yillage of Hatfield to prove your affertions. 
You threatened the authors and fupporters 
of Tuch proceedings with punifhmerit without 
fity ; and you warned them that proper car^ 
ihould be taken to maintain the dignity af 
govemnient. The refult has proved what 
thai proper care was defigned to have been j 
and thus did you drive a loyal and fubmiffi ve 

people 
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people into all the excefles of rebellion, 
which you falfely laid to their charge. 

High and honeft minds can ill brook un- 
merited fufpicions. Refentment at the un- 
deferVed imputation of the guilt they abhor 
fometimes precipitates them into the adtual 
commiflion of that very guilt; and when 
infolent and falfe accufations are followed by 
intemperate violence, and arbitrary perfecu- 
tion, they feldom fail of this effedt. The 
great Conde tells us, that he went into the 
oaftile the moft loyal and dutiful fubjedt in 
his Sovereign's dominions, and that he Came 
out his moft implacable enemy. Hiftory 
could furnifli a thoufand fimilar examples. 
Your Lordftiip has added to them one of the 
moft fatal and inftru<l3:ive that ever ftained 
its page. That you have not profited either 
by your own experience, or the experience 
of others difqualines you from governing the. 
affairs of men, who are at all times acfluated 
by like paflions on like trials. In accounting 
for your conduct, your Lordfhip and the 
public will think very differently. Your 
beft friends excufe you 'at the expence of 
your underftanding. But whatever the pre-* 
fent times may determine, you may hope 
that pofterity, though it will never look up 
to you as a pattern to imitate, will at leaft 
propofe you as an example to deter. 

In this time of your ambition you muft 
voi-.m. F however 
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however be content to have (Jrivftrt on* 
country into rebellion. By your mifrepre- 
fentations of the defigns of the Colonifts to 
the Endilh nation, you armed them againft 
each other, and fteeped their hands in kindred 
blood. But you cannot mifreprefent the 
intentions of the freeholders of this kingdom 
to themfelves. 

They have taken their ftand within th^ 
hallowed circle of the conftitution, as it is 
marked out by the venerable hands of their 
anceftors ; nor can all the forceries and blan- 
dilhments of the Court entice them, or all 
your official menaces and infolent imputations 
drive them, beyond that facred line. They 
will do themfelves y^/V^; but they will do 
it with the temper, moderation, and fteadi- 
rtefs that become their caufe. They will 
ftand up for the inajejty of the people^ ^nd 
they, who (hall dare to prove traitors to 
that majefty, muft become tbeobjeSls of their 
jealous vengeance^ having Jinhed without 
PROVOCATION, they mufi expert to be punifh^ 
td with jufice but without pity." — See 
Lord Mulgrave^s fpeech in the Houfe of 

Ccfmroon^; 
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THE COUSTTRY gentleman. 



To the Petitioners. 

March a, 1780. 

vyNE of your principal objecfls of complaint 
is the mifapplication of the national revenues 
in penfions, unmerited by public fervices^ 
and laviftied by the Crown in the purchafe 
of an undue influence in both Houfes of 
Parliament. You have petitioned your re- 
prefentatives to enquire into this abufe ; you 
have prayed them to remove it, if it Ihould 
be found to exift, and to appropriate the 
favings that might be niade by fuch a reform 
to the exigencies of the State. 

In compliance with this part of the in- 
ftrudtions of his conftituents, Sir George 
Savile has moved for a lift of penfions, 
fpecifyirig the names of the perfons to whom 
they are paid, and the amount of the fums 
they refpedlively receive. Without fuch a 
lift it would be impofllble to remove your 
doubts, or to gratify your wifhes. No other 
mil of difcrimination could be fet up, by 
which your reprefentatives could judge of 
the feveral titles of the penfioners; there 
were no other means by which they could 

J? « gain 
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gain a certain knowledge of the fums fquan- 
dered away in that fcandalous traffic, or of 
what the public could fave from its lup- 
preffion. 

But what was the conduct: of the Minifter ? 
— He neither had the virtue to acknowledge 
the juftice of the motion, nor the courage to 
rejed: it. We had never formed a hope that 
he would pay the leaft attention to the prayer 
of the people j but at leaft he might have 
come forward, like a man, and difputed the 
point with your friends, on the grounds of 
impolicy, inexpediency, or danger. We 
might have looked for the plaufible rea- 
fonings of an able Minifter, and he infulted 
us with the pleadings of an Old-Bailey ad- 
vocate. It was xhe people of England againjl 
corruption. Every low evafive art of cunning 
and fophiftry was put in pradlice, by this 
tricking council, to miflead the jury, and to 
plead the caufe of his favourite client. He 
did not dare to give an abfolute and unqua-* 
lifted negative to the prayer of your petitions. 
He was defirous of giving fome colourable 
excufc to his creatures for adhering to him ; 
he therefore moved an amendment whicl> 
feemed to pay fome attention to your requefts, 
but which in fad: totally defeated their objedl. 

He is called upon to fubmit to the con- 
iideration of Parliament a lift of all penfions j 
and he prppofes to produce two^ which he 

a£ISrm« 
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affirms muft content the people. What are 
thofe lifts ? The one is a lift of penfions 
payable at the Exchequer ; the other is the 
private penfions, or what he calls Lord Gage's 
lift. The amount of thefe, he tells the 
Houfe, has been already prefented to Parlia- 
ment, on an application for an encreafe of the 
civil eftablifhment. He ' will ngt produce 
the feparate fums, as paid to individuals. 
The total amount muft fatisfy Parliament ^ 
and from this amount it will appear, that, 
notwithftanding all the prefent clamour, the 
fums paid in penfions are fo trifling and 
inconfiderable, as to be beneath reformation* 
They are no objed:. They fhould be lefs 
than nothing in the eftimation of a great and 
wealthy people I If there be any abufes, if 
any undeferving perfons, or.fums improperly 
granted, be to be found on either of the lifts, 
let the gentlemen of the Oppofition point 
them out, and not fufpeSi where they cannot 
arraign. 

Thefe were what the noble Lord was 
pleafed to call his unanfwerable arguments 
againft the motion. By thefe he laboured to 
evade the prayer of your petitions. Your 
reprefentatives, agreeable to your inftrudlions, 
call for information. He tells them they 
fhall have it; that is, fuch information as 
they have already had, and which they do 
not want* This he cpndefcends to give at 

the 
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the requeft of the people of England . This 
is what was done on an apphcation of his* 
own for an encreafe of the Civil Lift. But 
the information which alone can fatisfy your 
doubts, and anfwer your expedations— r the 
information that alone can bring to light 
what, or if any individuals enjoy Jinecurc 
f laces y efficie7it places with exorbitant emolu^^ 
mentSy andpenjions unmerited by public ferviceSy 
that you Ihall not have. 

But urge him ftill farther — ^Why not 
produce the names of the private lift ? It 
would not be right, it would not be delicate, 
all his feelings are alive, every nerve of his 
trembles for the honour and peace of mind of 
his penfioners ; for you he has no feelings . 

If the names on that Hft be fuch as muft 
command the approbation of the public : if 
they be fuch as have the moft iadjfputable 
claims to the gratitude and liberali^ of a 
generous nation : if there are po fears that 
any ftiould be found among them who blufti 
not to add to their princely fortunes fome 
miferable ftipend, drawn from the toils and 
fweatof the people; if there are none who re- 
ceive the infamous wages of afilentvote, with-? 
put the (hadow of a merit, or even a pretence 
of public fervice ; if there are none >vhom 
we can fufped: to be hired to libel every 
friend of the people, to turn every thing 
that fliould b^ held Ikcred and venerable by 

Engliftimer^ 
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Engliflxmen into ridicule, to brand all pre-* 
tenfions to patriotifm or the love of one's 
country with mockery and fcorn, openly to 
attack the nlofl: invaluable liberties of the 
fubjeft, and to revive, under the reign of a 
Brunfwick, the arbitrary dodtrines and high 
prerogative principles of a Stuart— if he has 
no fears of this nature, why not produce the 
lift?— ^you will be undeceived. The odium 
that was meant to be brought upon his imr 
maculate adminiftration, will recoil upoa 
thofe who devife it. But he has denied it — he 
fought in the laft dyke of his power rather thaa 
give it up. The conclufion is felf-evident. 

But he goes on — *^ The fums are trifling j 
they are beneath the attention of a great and 
wealthy nation.'* To what does this argu- 
ment tend ? To the giving a negative to every 
^parate article, as it occurs in the detail of 
this important buiinefs, and fo effectually 
defeating ^the general reform, which is the 
objeA of your warmeft wiflies, and moft 
anxious expectations. ** The fums are 
trifling.'* — ^How has he proved this ? has he 
dared .to aver that thefe are the only liflis 
which ingulph the treafures of the pubjic ? 
where is that lift, drawn up in darknefs, an4 
under ^11 the terrors of fliame and guilt, 
which is no fooner prefented, approved, and 
difcharged, then it is committed to the flames > 
iUld the very alhes of it fcattered abroad to 

the 
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the winds, ,the lift of thofe Members of 
Parliament who,* at thd end of every fefljon, 
receive the wages of their treachery to their 
conftituents ? where is the lift oifecretfervice 
money f where is the lift paid from the privy 
purfe ? are the fums to which all thefe amount 
trifling, and below the attention of a great 
and wealthy people f 

Or is the arriount of thefe fums the only 
confideration ' that induces you to demand a 
general reformation ? Does the abolition of 
that dangerous influence which the Minifter 
purchafes by thefe penfions, trifling though 
they were in the great fcale of national 
expenditure, form no part of the county 
petitions ? Was the fum to which Mr. 
Hampden was taxed for his portion of jthip- 
money the only motive that induced him to 
refift the unconftitutional impofition ? Where 
fhould we now feek for our liberties, if that 
great man had thought as his defcendants 
think ; if he had ad:ed on the prefent prin- 
ciples of his degenerate faniily ? 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. 

April 6 y 1780. 

J\ FREE conftitution has little to appre- 
hend from the open attempts of power. If 
the conftitution is attempted by aflault, it 

moftly 
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ihoftly happens that the crude councils of 
precipitate violence defeat their own ends i 
and if fuch invafions on the rights of man- 
kind are undertaken with all the previous 
arrangement and complex apparatus of ar- 
bitrary power, then the alarm precedes the 
danger, and the friends of liberty are found 
in a ftate of preparation : and therefore fuch 
contefts (with the intervention of fome 
confufion) have commonly ended in the 
execution or the expulfioji of the tyrant. 
The free conftitution has been known to rife 
out of the afhes of civil diflenfion with re- 
novated vigour ; and after it is confirmed and 
fortified by the experience of its own ftrength, 
it Hands upon a more fecure and confident 
foundation. 

I do not know whether to attribute it to the 
good or evil fortune of this country that no 
fuch attempts have appeared in thefe times. 
If at the beginning of his Majefty's reign his 
advifers had thought proper to avow their 
intentions, and determined to come to a direct 
iffue with his people, the conteft between 
defpotifm and legal government might have 
been long ago at an end. We might either 
coolly have argued the queftion, and fettled 
it on the principles of reafon ; we might have 
put it to the vote, and decided the difpute by 
numbers; or, at worft, we mighf have had 
recourfe to arms, and abided by the decifion 

of 
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of the fword. Whatever had been the event, 
we (hould have had this advantage, — we 
fhould have known our fituation. If legal 
government had prevailed, the executivo 
power would have been forced to govern the 
kingdom on the principles of freedom, 
f^ngland might have poffeffed in fecurity her 
celebrated conftitvition, and remained a free, 
a happy, and a flourishing nation. On the 
pther hand, if the people had been fubdued, 
ingenuity might have difcovered fome topics 
of confolation. Every fpecies of government 
is faid to poffefs fome peculiar excellence j 
find I perfuade myfelf, that by length of 
time and afliduity, our Sovereign might have 
conquered his natural afFed:ion for the rightj 
of his fubjefts, and accommodated his talents 
to an arbitrary throne. His dutiful people 
would then have acquiefced in the involuntary 
pofTefllon of the few gnd dear-bought adm 
vantages of flavery. 

The prefent fituation of our country render^i 
it the duty of every citizen to defire, that a 
decifion (hould take place, whi<:h has been 
delayed, though I hope not precluded, by 
the peculiar circumftances of the times. The 
ambition of the prefent day is not fuftained 
by the ftern, manly and decided charadler 
which dignifies the face pf tyranny. Aq 
infatiable appetite for power, that hereditary 
^liftemper which is never to be purged out of 
6 the 
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the blood of royalty, may lurk under the 
falfe glofs of a plump, ruddy, unfufpiciouSj 
unmeaning countenance. Ambition will vary 
her conducSt and her engines, as eafily as (he 
changes her afpedl. Thofe who have not 
courage openly to aflail, may form the hope 
of undermining the conftitution. There are ♦ 
ways by which, without the aid of one 
fingle quality of eminence, without integrity, 
magnanimity, induftry, or capacity, by ob-r 
ferving and cultivating the natural corruption 
of human things^ it is poflible to accomplifti 
the deftru(5tion of the nobleft fyftem of 
freedom. All the enemies to liberty have 
the fame objedl. But the filent progrefs 
of this infidious fap is attended with one 
peculiar evil ; it ftrikes at our liberty 
through the greatnefs and profperity of our 
f ountry . 

A principle of defpotifm in the clofet^ 
ftruggling with the forms of a free conftitution^ 
which it is obliged to ufe while it is endea* 
Vouring to corrupt, and which it has neither 
fpirit to annihilate nor wifdom to* guide — ^ 
This repugnancy between the component 
parts of government — ^This war between the 
genius and the- mortal inftruments, is the true 
^nd only caufe of our prefent deplorable 
fituation. The calamities we have already 
fuiSFered by its malignant operation, are too 
}Tl2^y, as well as too pvident, to enumerate. 

Misfortunes 
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Misfortunes daily accumulate; and all the 
confolation we receive from our worthy 
Minifters', is an affurance, that the juftice of 
our caufe improves, as our fituation grows 
defperate. In the mean time Provinces are 
loft, Juft quarrels fucceed to unjuft, Enemies 
increafe, Refources dimiiiifli, Wifdom is a 
ilranger to our councils, Experience and 
ability are banilhed from every fervice with 
the Keppels and the Howes. A fort of 
accelerating calamity has come to be the 
natural condition and habit of . our affairs. 

An ingenious mind might find an agreeable 
employment in calculating to what extraordi- 
nary velocity of decay the nation will arrive 
in a given time. But the people, whofe organs 
are too grofs to have a perfedl relifh of thefe 
fublime and philofophical fpecuktions, and 
who pay all the coft of the experiment, are 
fully fatisfied with its prefent progrefs. To 
fpeak plain Englifli, they are weary of taxes 
impofed without {kill, and without end. 
The moment for. the immediate and confti- 
tutional interference of the people is arrived, 
when every means to avert the confequences 
of a fyftematic defign to corrupt the con-r 
flitution had been tried in vain. The people 
have at laft come forward to vindicate their 
own caufe. They have acSed with fpirit and 
with prudence. They are aware that the 
curfed and abominable principle of defpotifm 
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has fecured itfelf from their vengeance by a 
loo elevated fituation. They look, therefore, 
for the inftrument of it. They have found the 
influence of the crown ; and in a truly conr- 
ftitutional fpirit, revering the facred character 
of the mafter, they feize upon the Minifter^ 
and drag him tojuftice. 

The work is well.begun, but is not ended. 
Perfeverance and' conjijlency are neceflary to 
compleat it. Let the people refnember, and 
let it fink deep into their minds, that the 
obje(fl of their meetings, their committees, 
and their aflbciations, is TO RETRENCH 
THE CORRUPT INFLUENCE OF THE 
CROWN. Let the people beware not to 
fuffer the defigns of their enemies, feconded 
by the miftaken zeal of fome of their friends, 
to wafte that energy which ought to be 
employed in an active profecution of the 
great, immediate, and practicable objed:, in 
idle and wordy di{c\x(iions3boutuna/ie/iai/eanJ 
indefeajible rights^ and fuch other pompous, 
unmeaning founds — Not to ftart fpeculativ^ 
queftions and moot cafes for difpute fake, in 
order to divide themfelves — Not to place 
humbling blocks for the feet of their befl' 
friends — Not to deceive and entrap them- 
felves by erecting inadequate or falfe ftandards 
forjudging the friends of the conftitution. 

Upon thefe points I fliall, perhaps, trouble 
the public (if it is found neceifary) on fome 

future 
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future occafion. At prefent I turn myfelf 
towards the enemy. I (hall employ thfe re-* 
mainder of this paper to expofe a parliamen- 
tary artifice which has been employed in 
obftrudting the defires of the people. The 
minions of the court, afluming the charadler 
of friends to the revolution endeavour ta 
perfuade the people that they preferve one 
of its inftitutions, by defending the corrupt 
influence of the Crown. 

It ha§ hitherto been the invariable policy 
of the prefent fyftem to conceal its intention?, 
and to carry on in lilence its attacks on the 
conflitution. But the ftratagem of the prefent 
moment is to deceive us by a pretended 
afFe6lion ; to betray us with a kifs ; and to 
ftifle us .with its embraces. The Treafury 
Bench has of late afforded a fcene of fbrae 
novelty. The good, old, plain, fimple- 
hearted, unfufped:ing, honeft tories, ftand 
aghaft at the untifual fallies of thofe, whofe 
fuppletory underftandings having purchafed 
with their money, they efteemed their own, 
and imagined entirely devoted to the caufe. 
The Scotch Advocate, with the pompous 
fwell of his barbarous did:ion, chaunts forth 
the praifes of King William, and calls up 
the ghofts of departed Dundas's to teftify his 
attachment to the Revolution. The ingenu- 
ous offspring of the difinterefted Hertford, 
rifes ijoto an unufual ilrain of eloquence, 

while 
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^hile he enforces (for once without hefita- 
tion) the tenets of the revolution. Even 
the Secretary at War, the faithful truftee of 
the principles and power of the Earl of Bute, 
is filled with pious horrors, left the conftitu- 
tion of that glorious aera fhould be abandoned 
in the reign of George the Third. There i$ 
fome reafon to apprehend that the enthufiafm 
of liberty, which in the year 1 768 and 1 769 
(I cannot fay warmed but inflamed Mr. 
Wedderbume) will now be quite exhaufted 
by that fury of declamation, which, to ufe 
Milton's expreffion, ** burns frore, and cold- 
performs the effedt of fire.'' 

The ardour of afFeftion with which thefe 
gentlemen opprefs the revolution, throws 
fome fufpicion on their fincerity. What 
they fay will never obliterate the memory of 
what they were. The people of England 
are not to be taught to love the revolution, 
and to defend its inflitutions by its new con- 
verts from the other fide of the Tweed, or 
the other fide of the water. We know the 
true value of the revolution ; but we fhould 
pay a poor compliment to thofe great cha- 
radlers who have bought with their blood 
the rights which we enjoy, if we defpifed 
and rejected the principles on which they ^ 
adted : if we facrificed to their inftitutions, 
or to any inftitutions, thofe maxims in which 
confift the life and fpirit of freedom. In 

all 
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all conftitutional queftions let us confult the 
praftice of Ithofe very men. They left the 
conftitution in form and Ihape, as it ftood 
before them : they propped the old walls ; 
where time and negledl had bent the moul- 
dered fides into decay — they let fall the 
plummet and reftored the original perpen- 
dicular. But quitting the allufion, I fhall 
onlyobferve, that of pofitive inftitution they 
added little, becaufe they knew and defpifed 
the corruptible nature of all human inftitu- 
tions. But they introduced, or at Icaft they 
revived in the conftitution a principle which, 
with proper attention, will keep it for ever 
alive. They taught to the world, a great, 
and to all kings a terrible, and to us their 
pofterity in particular, this ufeful leffon^ 
—that jgovernment is not made for the faker 
of preferring its own forms ; — that it is not 
made to be the inftrument of caprice, am- 
bition, vanity, cruelty, treachery, and all 
the other vices into which certain fituations 
will coUeft and fofter every particle of depra- 
vity which exifts in the human breaft ; but 
that all government was inftituted, folely, 
for the happinefs and profperity of mankind. 
They inftruded us as a duty, and a moral 
obligation, not to fuffer a divine inftitution, 
to ^e perverted into an inftrument of mifery 
and flavery. They confirmed the whole by 
an example— not bloody as in the furious 

and 
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jtmd fanatical days of Charles; zealous, yet 
wife; temperate, yet efFe(ftive. They fent 
him to fupplicate at the feet of his enemies ; 
a royal fugitive to wander through the Courts 
of Europe in mifery and contempt. That 
example is not held out to us as an object 
q{ imitation; God forbid ! It was intended, 
and I hope it will anfwer its end, to eflablifh 
in the conftitution, what cannot be obtained 
by any inllitutions, an effedtive and durable 
principle of freedom. 

If die influence of the Crown, pervading 
and corrupting every department of the ftate, 
is fufiered to render parliament, minifters, 
army, navy, revenues, lives, liberties, and 
cv^ry thing that is near and dear to us, 
fubfervient to the abfolute will and caprice of 
onie man, fbe principle of freedom is forgot, 
attid the revolution is fundamentally fub verted. 

It is perpetually dinned in our ears. You 
muft not contract the influence of the Crown, 
becaufe the Revolution created it. I will 
AOt aideavour to interrupt the ingenious 
advocates of the court fyftem in their attempts 
to perfuade us, that the oppreflion of the day 
is to be borne, becaufe at fome other time, 
and in fome oth^r circumftance, it was not 
felt as an oppreflion. Men will throw off in 
the dog-days thofe fuperfluous and cumbrous 
iek>aks^^ which were no more than fufficient to 
finaintain the vital heat in another feafon of 

VOL. III. G the 



8i - APPENDHC. 

the year. But I leave thefe' gentlemen to 
kick againft the pricks, and to argue down 
the univerfal fenfe and feelings of mankind. 
I fpeak to the enlightened confciences of the 
Whigs of England ; and I tell them, that if 
corrupt influence is indeed a creature of the 
revolution, and if it thwarts the purpofes of 
the revolution, the way to worfliip the revo- 
lution is to deftroy the influence. 

There is a natural imperfeftion, and prin- 
ciple of decay woven into the texture of man^ 
and all his works. He who fows the com, 
fows the tares along with it. But (hall we 
fufFer the noxious weed to fl:ifle the whole- 
fome plant, becaufe the fame hand fowed 
them both ? — ^We (hall (how a true veneration 
for our patriot anceftprs, by refpefting iii 
them what they refpedled in themfelves; 
They placed but little confidence in inftitu-; 
tions : let us do the fame. They cultivated 
a principle of freedom : let us do the fame.- 
Let ua teftify our obligations, not by a blind^ 
and fuperilitious adoration of their ufelefs- 
reliques ; of their niortal, peri(hable, rorrup- 
tible, and imperfeft parts ; but by infu(ing 
into all our thoughts and adlions thofe en- 
larged and liberal ideas, which form the 
incorruptible e(rence and immortal foul of 
the Revolution. 

While our anceftors were refifting prero-^ 
gative with the fame fpirit th^t we oppole 

to 
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to influence, we may be fure that the courtiers 
of that day defended their abufes by the 
example of fome great charadler, from whofe 
band prerogative received its origin, as wrell 
as its increafe. The Ruflels, the Devon- 
fhires, the Lockes, the Somers's, and the 
Godolphins, then anfwered. We honour 
the wifdom of thofe patriotic legiflators, 
who fupported, in feudal times, a principle 
congenial to the feudal fyftem. They en- 
couraged prejudices, perhaps not more than 
necefTary to fbften the fury of barbarous ages. 
It was perhaps impoffible, at that time, to 
keep fociety together, without furrounding 
the throne with the myfterious uncertainty of 
ant undefined and undefinable prerogative. 
The reafons of thefe inftitutions are long 
fince gone : let the inftitutions perilh with 
them. 

' As refpeftable names as thofe to whom we 
owe the revolution, at this day, will anfwer 
-'—Though our anceftors were well aware of 
the unconftitutional tendency of the influence 
of the crown, they were obliged to avail 
themfelves of the interefted difpofition of 
mankind, in order to maintain the revolution. 
A foreign King^ and an unfet tied government^ 
compelled them to become the fupporters of 
a corrupt influence, for whofe extirpation 
they relied on the virtue of their pofterity. 
And Ihall we, who have the happinefs to 

G a enjoy 



^4 appendix; 

enjoy tht Meflings of the prcfent reignv 
imulta Sovereign, who, born and bred amongjf 
us J gl'orits in the name of Briton^ and who 
fits enthroned in the afied:ions of his fubjedks, 
by an injurious fuppofition, that fuch bafe, 
extrinfic aids are in the leaft neceffary to fup- 
port his government. I hope the repofe af 
our Sovereign is not difturbed by any fu€h 
refledlions. If it is, I offer that great per- 
fonagemy humble recommendation, to relieve 
his royal mind from the anxious cares which 
obftrucft the free operation of his patriotifm^ 
in the contemplation of this undoubted truth r 
: — That not all the honours, and all the bribes 
of a prodigal court ; that not all the douceurt 
of all the eftablilhments, which the prolific 
abufes of fucceflive ages have accumulated j 
that not all the fums, with which his dutiful 
Commons have over-flrained their own vena- 
lity, to inflate his treafuries, are of power to 
extrad: from the hearts of his^ loving fubjedd 
one prayer more, for a long continuance of 
that glorious order and feries of happy years^^ 
which has followed his afcenfion to the 
throne of his anceflors, and with which a 
new aera has begun to take its courfe in the 
hiflory of the Britifh nation* 
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To Lord N h.. 

MY LORD, April 10^ 1780r 

JHLRE you to be told that the repentant 
vote! of the Houfeof Commons [o^ April 6,) 
which .acknowledged the increafed and in-^ 
creajing influence of the Crown was the f*en- 
tence of yoMx final condemnation . Such was 
it confidered within doors, as fuch was it 
received, in all the extravagance of joy and 
mutual congratulation by the people at . large! 
It acknowledged that nozv^ at this advance4 
period of your adminiftration, it was necejfary 
for the falvation of this country ; necejfary for 
the prefervation of all that youy councils have 
left of the empire; necejfary for th^ protedliori 
of our rights and privileges ; necejfary for the 
very exiftence of our conftitution, to declare 
to the people that the accufation they had 
brought againft your fyftem of government 
was juft and well-founded; — that the in- 
fluence of the Crown had now^ under your 
aftual and immediate aufpices, encreafed to 
fuch an alarming height, as to require an 
immediate and effedlual check — fuch a check 
as the petitions of one hundred thoufand 
3 free- 



freeholders, lying upon the table, fupplicated 
at the hands of their reprefentatives. 

We are now authentically put in poffeffion 
of the mighty fecret by which you have 
fucceeded for a ferie^ of yes^rs paft in defeat- 
ing every faliitary attempt to refcue this 
country from. ruin. The caufe is confeffed 
that has enabled you to enforce the deflrudtive 
meafure's by which you have brought us to 
our prefent difgraceful and defperate f^ate. 
If Parliament have fervilely acquiefced in all 
the rafh and impolitic councils which you 
prppofed to their confideration, previous tq 
t)ie American war, and which drove th^ 
colonffts to arms — if they have betrayed the 
truft repofed in them by their conftituents, 
arid given their fancjtion to the frantic fcheme$ 
by which you have hitherto condud:ed that 
unnatural cbnteft; if, in pppofition to the 
many acknowledged proofs of your duplicity 
and breach of faith, to the repeated confejfion^ 
of your ignorance, and want of forelightj^ 
of information, of becoming diffidence and 
caution in trufting to the profeilions of our 
ancient and natui'al enemies, they have con-i 
ftantly profefTed to place an implicit confi* 
dence in all your afTertions ; if they faw that 
your whole fludy, your whole bufinefs in 
rarliament, was to make daily apologies for 
daily errors, daily to defend your conduct 
^gainfl the attacks which the accumulate4 
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lofles and defeats that invariably difgraced 
all your plans of operation, daily brought 
upon you from the friends of the conftitution 
and ftate, and yet voted that the government 
could not be placed in better hands ; if they 
continued to lavifh the public treafures in 
fatisfying your unbounded extortions, with- 
out requiring either meafure or account ; if 
they fet their faces againfl: every attempt to 
examine into the public expenditure, and 
fcouted every information that could lead to 
a . detection of your criminal prodigality, 
notwithftanding the damning proofs that 
were repeatedly laid before them ; if thefe 
and other numberlefs inftances of their 
tamenefs and acquiefcence have fo long ftruck 
the public with aftonifliment and indignation, 
we are now, from their own confejjion^ fatis- 
fied of the caufe. They have acknowledged 
the powerful charm by which you contrived 
to. jfafcinate their underftandings, to blind 
their judgments, and to blunt thgir feelings* 
For this acknowledgment the public give 
them credit. They receive the atonement 
as far as it goes ; they accept from their 
hands the fcape-goat that is prefented to 
them for expiation, and are content that you 
alone (hall bear all their fins and offences on 
your devoted head. 

The Houfe of Commons have taken part 

with the people againfl: yoi^; even your 

very 
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very life-guards, .the creatures of your cor* 
ruption, who owe their exiftence to your 
prodigality, waver in their attachment. They 
icaft many a longing look towards the ftand- 
ard of your enemies. The freeholders of 
England ianticipated the fentence of tHeir 
reprefentatives ; they dilated the very expref- 
fions that have been adopted to ftigmatife 
your adminiftration : and yet you hope that 
you fhall efcape unpunifhed ! not only hope 
to efcape unpunifhed, but you brazen the 
public in all the fecurity of office ; trufled, 
carefTed, employed by your Sovereign, as his 
confidential fervant, and admitted into a 
clofer intimacy, and a higher degree of 
favour, from the general deteflation that 
purfues you. 

Beware, my Lord, I have once before 
hinted to you in the courfe of thefe letters, 
that your hopes of fupport from the throne 
mufl terminate in difappointment ; as long 
as there appears a determination in the royal 
brcafl to keep you in office at all events, you 
will not fail to find numbers to join you upon 
queflions that do not notorioufly clafh with 
the petitions of the people. But it is the 
advice of fcripture^ — ** Put not your trufl in 
Princes/* Can you flatter yourfelf that your 
gracious mafler will rifque— I tremble to 
mention what he mufl rifque — in taking a 
decided part againft his fubjei^s with a 

Minifler 
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Minifter whom they execrate, and a govern.* 
ment which they abhor ? Can you flatter 
yourfelf that he will obftinately perfevere 
even to the laft ftake, in a contejfl: in which 
he has every thing to lofe, and nothing to 
gain ? 

The vote of iaft Thurfday {^April 6) , Should 
at length open his eyes i it (hould convince 
him how infefFedlual that power, which he 
has been advifed to eflablifti by fyftem fincc 
the very commencement of his reign, mull: 
ever prove againft the declared fentiments 
and peremptory demands of his fubjefts. 
He (hould leam from it which voice the ' 
reprefentatives of this country muft, in the 
long run, be forced to obey ; the voice of 
their conftituents, or that of the chief magi-^ 
ftrate, when their interefls are unfortunately 
placed in competition. 

The experience of that day, and temper of 
the prefent moment, fliould teach him the 
fallacy of that maxim which he has fo long 
heard inculcated to him , * * that it is no matter 
who is Minijier: let him but choofe one^ and 
it is of little confequence whether the creature 
of his choice have any connexions with the 
fentiments and opinions of the people or not. 
By continuing you in office after the* refult 
of Thurfday *s debate, his fubjed:s fufped: 
that he means to come to iflue with them 
upon that alarming queftion. Your appear- 
ance 
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ance in the Houfe of Commons ftill entrufted 
as firft Minifter, gives jealoufies that this 
unconftitutional maxim is, at this very hour, 
upon trial. Would to God he may refle(St 
in time that its truth or flattery may be finally 
determined, not by cabinet whifpers, not by 
courtly docSrines, not by the cunning fug- 
geftions of flatterers and fycophants, but by 
the feelings,, but by the innate con vid:ion and 
fpontaneous determinations of an infiilted 
people. 

At their honeft tribunal your Scottifh advo- 
cate will find but little credit for his meta- 
• phyfical diftiniflions. He will gain but few 
profelytes by his quibbles between queflions 
of fadl, and queftions, that from their con- 
ilruftion, may be confidered as abftrad; and 
undefined. No war of words, no Jhuffiing^ 
bribing there ; his foplyftry will be as unin- 
telligible to the underftandings of Engliffi 
freeholders, as his barbarous accents would 
be harfh and grating to their cars. It is fome 
confolation to them, my Lord, to hear that 
the only man who Jleps forth to defend your 
caufe muft employ another language, befides 
the Englifh, to defend it, and that his terms 
are as foreign to the idiom of our native 
tongue, as his tenets areto our conftitution. 

But perhaps your Lordfhip's great hope is 
founded in another favourite maxim of your 
adminiilration j to divide the people ; to fet 

the 
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the national party at variance with itfelf. 
You flatter yourfelf that appearances juftify 
this hope. The promoters of. the petitions 
began by attacking your adminiftration ; they, 
now begin to be divided among themfelves, 
and are proceeding rapidly to open oppofition. 

.Here again I will venture to alTure your 
Lordfhip, that you will find yourfelf deceived 
in your expectations. However the frionds 
of the conflitution may differ in fpeculative 
opinions as to the modes of reformation, they 
are all perfectly agreed as to the necejfity of a 
reformation — of an immediate, effedual re- 
formation, extending to all our grievances, 
competent to the cure of all our difquietudes. 

In this one ejfential point the views of all 
center. And furely, my Lord, you have 
reafon to tremble at the procefs of their efforts 
to attain that point. They have begun by 
difcovering the fource of the evil — ^They have 
authenticated it by the voice of Parliament — 
They have fat down before it, and will ftick 
to it till they have removed it effedually. 
1 — The corrupt influence of the 
Crown now acknowledged to have worked 
its way into every department of the State, 
into every comer and cranny of the kingdom. 
Was the primary objecfl of all their meetings—' 
itisftillthechief objed:of all their affociations^ 
No artifice, no cunning of their enemies caa 
diftrad their attention till that influence fliall 

receive 
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receive an efFe<5tual, permanent check — till 

THE GOVERNMENT THAT HAS SWELLED 
ITS SOURCE, AND ENCREASED ITS CHAN- 
KELS TO THEIR PRESENT DESTRUCTIVE 
DIMENSIONS AND EXTENT SHALL BE 
FIRST REFORMED, AND ITS MEMBERS 
REMOVED. 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, 

To Lord North. 

MY LORD, April I 2j 1780. 

JL HE table of the Houfe of Commons has 
prefented, for fome days paft, a fped:acle 
that cannot fail of being grateful to every 
Englilhman. At length, we fee it purified, 
and reftored to the pious ufes to which it 
was originally confecrated. It is become once 
more THE ALTAR OF THE PEOPLE. 
Piled with their facred inftrucftions, their 
Minifters look up to it as tb the (hrine from 
which we all expert our falvation. They 
attend to them with awe, with veneration, 
with deference ; and, animated by their 
infpiring voice, are ftrenuoufly demoliftiing 
the idolatrous groves, and polluted temples, 
which concealed the accurfed rites that have 
drawn upon us the wrath of Heaven. 

Still, however, you continue to hold your 

feat 
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icat on the Treafury-Bench ; flill you appear 
deteimined to brave and fet at defiance the 
umabating zeal of your conftant opponents^ 
no lefs than the repentant virtue of youf 
farmer aflbciates. 

Your -friends make this their boaft ; all 
l^ood iTisn fear it, and tremble at the confe- 
({uences/ The people are infolently told, that 
they muft not think their triumph complete* 
They nrray pull down the temple of Corruption j 
but the high-priefl: bids them defiance. Not 
a hair of your head (hall be touched. We 
fliall carry what queftions we pleafe, provided 
we keep clear of every dired: attack on your 
lacred perfon . — Atrox in pie hem , et implacabiiis^ 
flebeiorum^ magijlratuum jus libimet arrogar^ 
nee SACROSANCTUM tete dubitas effere. . If 
once we venture upon that daring attack, we 
fliall find how vain are all our hopes of fuccefs* 
We (hall fee what numbers of thofe, in 
whofe afliftance we place our reliance, will 
abandon us, and croud to your fupport. 
- Thofe fanguine friends of your Lordftiip 
have already proved falfe prophets. In this* 
inflance, alfo, I will venture to fet my poor 
power of divination in oppofition to theirs* 
I: have better figns to augur from than felfifti 
hopes and interefted wifhes. I have the 
honour, the feelings, the fenfe of ihame, and 
the pride of confiftency in the two hundred 
aiid thirty-three membew who fided with^h^ 

people; 
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people againftyou on the 6th of this mortfhV 
Is there a man of that number who can have 
the face to fupport you after the vote of that 
day ? 

How ftand they pledged as gentlemen, as 
members of parliament ? They have acknow- 
Jedijed that now^ under your adlual diredtion 
and immediate aufpices, the corrupt influence 
of the crown has encreafed to fo alarming 
a height as to require an immediate and 
effedtual check. With what face, then, can 
they fupport the minifter who, urider the 
preflureof that vote, mufl ftand condemned 
of having fquandered the public trcafures, 
?Lnd plundered the people in acquiring and 
difFufing that influence ? 

Is there upon record a Angle inftance of fo 
flagitious a charge being brought home to any 
adminiftration, of fo ignominious a fentence 
being pafled upon any minifter in all the 
annals of our hiftory ? And can the men who 
confirmed that cjharge, and pronounced that 
fentence againft the fyftem of your adminif- 
tration, be the men to fupport you in office ? 

But ftiould we be deceived in the good 
opinion we have formed of them — Should 
they refufe to honour that credit which the 
public has thus generoufly given them for 
their late proceedings, ftill, my Lord, we 
are far from relinquifhingour hopes of fuccefs. 
I'he bitter confe^uences of a temporary and 

fallacious 
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fallacious triumph muft, in the refult, prove 
your Lordfhip^s portion. They can never 
fall on the friends of this country. • The 
i)etermined virtue of the people 
aflerting their OWN cause is our sheet 
ANCHOR. To their fpirited interference we 
are indebted for the conceffions that have 
been already made, and for the formal con- 
feffion of the great evil againft which they, 
framed their complaints. To that interference 
we expedl to be indebted for the redrefs of 
that evil, and for the removal of the wicked 
Miniflers, under whofe management it hath 
arifen to its prefent alarming excefs. 

In fimilar ftruggles between the fpirit of 
the conftitution, and the profligacy of the 
court, that interference never failed of fuccefs. 
It has fometimes reached beyond the facrifice 
of Minifters. It has forced its, way in blood 
to the throne. Left to your own councils ; 
indulged in the full profecut'ion of that 
fyftem, which from your continuance in office, 
we have but too juft reafon to fufjped:, is now 
profefledly adopted in a quarter, irom whence 
alone you derive your fupport, there is little 
doubt but you would (hortly renew that 
tragical fcene, with all its concomitant 
horrors. But here again our great hope is in 
the determined virtue of the people. Their 
manly perfeverance in the legal, conftitutional, 
and peaceful ftruggle they have commenced, 

will 
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will prove our fureft fafeguard againfl fh* 
pernicious confequences of your rafli impolitic 
councils, and of the fatal predilecSion that 
feems determined to pit you againft the 
people. 

This (hall be our only armour of defence% 
and is it, my Lord, in the native indolence, 
weaknefs, and inconfiftencyof yourcharacfter, 
is it in the recorded cowardice of a G — e, 

in the ignorance and imbecility of a H-^ r-h, 

in the craft and timid fubtlety of a M — ^d, 
in the luxurious,, debilitated profligacy of a 

S ^-h, or in the concealed machinations, 

and lurking aflaffin-like plottings of a B — e, 
to reduce us to circumfl:ances that could force 
us from our moderation^ or drive us into 
exceffes fubverfive of our internal quiet and 
happinefs ? 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAI^. 

May 2, lySo* 

JT is not furprifing, that the fituation of 
this country, and the rapid progrefs of our 
domeftic diflenfions, fhould fpread fuch 
univerfal terror and apprehenfion throughout 
the kingdom. A fearful expeftation of 
immediate, impending evils is univerfally 
go&e abroad^ and nieii^ begin to prepare their 

minds 



minds to meet them ift their wotft fomis. 
Sufpicions of the defpotic intentions of 
Minifters are every hour giving way to proofs*. 
What was* yefterday furmife becomes this 
day certainty. We can no Icmger fcjlacc 
ourfelves with even the negative confolation 
of doubting the dangers with which we are 
threatened. From covert wiles, and fccret 
machinations, the enemies of the conftitution 
have proceeded to the moft daring afts of 
avowed hoftility. They fcorn the little war 
of ambufh, vmdermining and ftratagem, to 
which they hajfve hitherto confined themfelves* 
They feel theftifelves in force to meet us on 
our ftrongeft ground, and confident of their 
powers, feem determined to cut off all hope$ 
of accommodation, by infufing into the 
quarrel, between king and people, all tht^ 
poifonous fermenting mixtures of infult, 
contempt, and mockery. * 

The breach widens every hour. Obftinacy 
on one fide fwells in proportion to juft 
refentment on the other. Rafli, precipitate^ 
imperious, arbitrary Counfellors, regardle6 
of the fatal examples of former times ^ 
tmmindful of the recent calamities they have 
themfelves, by a fimilar condu<fl, entailed 
upon their country, furround the throne, and 
ihut up every avenue to experience, wifdom, 
moderation, felf-intereft, decency^ 

The prayer*^ pf the people find their way 
VOL. III. H into 
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into Parliament only to provoke additional 

mortifications and infults. Their complaints 

are .admitted to be juft and well founded 

only to be denied redrefs. Their petitions 

are fnatched from the hands of the honeft 

members who introduced, cherifhed, and 

fupported them, and are infolently taken up, 

under pretence of complying with their 

obje<5t; by a fet of men who have repeatedly 

fpurned and contemned them as facetious, and 

the bafe fpawa of fedition. Np meafures 

originating from the friends to the petitioners, 

however adequate to their objed:, or confonant 

to our wifhes, muft ever hope for fuccefs. 

They alarm the integrity^ they Ihock the 

patriot ifm and public fpirit of government. 

Minifters, in their great love for the people ^ 

appropriate to themfelves the care of lelTening 

the'miferies they Jiave brought upon us, and 

cxpedt that we (hall reft contented with the . 

al&rances they have condefcended to give us, 

Ihat fomething: may yet be done to* afford us 

content. North takes the place of the Burkes 

and the Dunnings. The Sicilians muft look 

for redrefs to Verres. 

By whom, then, are our prayers hence- 
forth to^be attended to ? By thofe who from 
the firft have reprobated them as the dicftatep 
x>f party and faftion. By whom are ,i(^r 
grievances henceforth to be redreffed ? By 
thgfe who have contended, and who ftiU 

contejad> 



Contend, that they only exift in "the d'iftemw 
peredvifions, ^nd frantic ratyings of popular 
madnefs. Who is to enquire henceforth into 
the public expendiftjre ? Who is to corr^d: the 
crying abufes and enoritiities that have impo- 
verifhe^ the St^e ? The very men who. ftand 
accufed of thefe enormities, and upon whont' 
they have been proved by irrefragable teftimo- 
nies V Who are henceforth to abolilh the finecure 
places, urin>erited penfions, and exorbitant 
etnoluments of office which abforb the public 
treafure§, and embezzle the funds that 
ihould bd appropriated to the exigencies of 
thcf war? The very men who enjoy thofe 
jrfaces arid peniions^ and who fatten on the 
Ipoik drained from the confined, crippled, 
exhaufted induftry of the people. Who is to 
ceftiiaiin the corrupt influence of the crown^ 
toAvhich.we owe all our fuflferings ? Who. 
is: 6> prevent the ruin with which the very 
exiftfence of the empire is threatened from its 
acknowledged increafe ? The mefn who have 
proved themfelves themoft abjed: flaves, the. 
very vileft drudges of that influence > who by 
their confiftency in venality ai>d corruptions 
have oppofed the public conviction, and 
denied its exift;ence, or who by their bafe, 
treacherous, difgraceful tergiverfation, by 
their breach of public faith, and the facrifice 
of every thing that is held facred or binding 
in fociety, have proved its baneful power 

H 2 beyond 
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beyond aM former proftitution, bej^ond even 
the memorable vote that confefies theiii' re> 
corded infamy. 

Thefe are the nien to whom we muft now 
look up forredrefs. In their hands alone is 
our fafety, Our bappinefs, our redeippti<Mi« 
Their word is the breath of our exiftence^ 
Their will is our fate. No other interference, 
, or irtterceffion, can avail us. No virtue, no 
abilities, no integrity, no independence, no 
confidence on our fide, no fidelity on the part 
of our approved and entrufted friend s» This 
would be idolatry againft thofe gods of go-i 
Irernment. An invocation of the martyrs an4 
donfeflbrs of liberty, againft which thejr 
point all the thunders of the cabinet** 

If this folemn mockery on our tinder-^ 
ilanding, this outrage on our beft feelings> 
could receive any aggravation, it Would be 
from the circumflances that attended thift 
triumph of the Minifter over the people of 
England . He chofe the brighteft moment of 
our hopes, he availed himfelf of the vent 
vote of the 6th of April, to imprefs us witb 
proper fentiments* of the Hrength and power 
of the Crown, and of the flavery to which 
he meant to make us bend our necks. 

* This appearance of fomething popifh in the pro* 
ceedings of the petitioners has alarcied the Chairman of 
the Pfoteftant Airociatioa, and is faid to be the caiift'cjf his 
defeftion to the Minifter. 

Qur 
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Oiir Complaints had that night been ac- 
knowledged to be juft and well founded* 
Our rigjprefentatives confeffed that the influence 
cf the crpwn had iacreafed to the extent and 
danger we had reprefented, and that it called 
aloud for that immediate and efFedlual check 
which was the obje(3: of our petitions. The 
-cxpedaiions we conceived from this appear*- 
ance of the returning integrity of Parliament;, 
were confirmed by repeated votes of the 
Houfe. With the moft unfufpecting coo- 
iidence, the counties began jmmediacfely to 
fliflume a milder tone. They withheld their 
a^ociations, and adopted lefs refolute meafur^ 
in the certainty of procuring redrefs froni 
the faithful guardians of their freedom and 
poiTeflions. 

But a fingle day convinced them that aU 
this was mockery, collufion, the black^dl 
/ confirmation of all their fufpiciqns, a hope- 
lefs affurance that all expectations from *ny 
power but their own muft end in difappoint- 
ment. The Minifter entered his VETO 
againfl: all further proceedings in their favour, 
and neither the fenfe of duty, the pride of 
confiftency, the calls of honour, the iipr 
braidings of CQnfcience, nor the remembrance 
of the faith tljey had folemnly pledged tp 
their conftituents, to one another, each of 
thenji in4ividually to himfelf could influence 

the 
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the apoftates from the majority of 233 to 
give it oppofition. 

The infamy was not confined to the Lower 
Houfe. Orders were iffued to the Lords 
to affift in this fcandalous attack on the 
conftitution, which it was the pride of fheir 
birth-right, and the boaft of their independi^nce 
to maintain in its proper balance and pro»- 
portion, A majority was found among them 
oafe enough to make atonement to the King^s 
friends for the momentary virtue of the other 
Affembly. They contented to bear the 
odium of with-holding from the people that 
redrefs with which their own r^prefentatives 
had confented to gratify them, and by that 
denial held themfelves up to the contetyipt 
and fcorn of the world as (laves purchafed 
by the treafures of their country to fupport 
that influence againft which their country l^ad 
conftituted thenj guardians by inheritance. 

Thus are the people reduced at once to 
abfolute defperation. . Every tongue that 
could plead for them is filenced. Every 
friendly hand that could refcue them from 
deftru<3:ion is fettered and difarmed ; they are 
told that they have no refource under Heaven 
in which, they can truft, except the ^^//^r^/y 
a/td candour of their profeffed enemies. If 
they look to their reprefentatives, they meet 
with mockery and infult. From their h^re- 
^itary guardians they have ftill lefs tp hope. 

They 
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They find themfelves in the deplofable ftate ^ 
of their opprefled anceftors, the Barbarians 
drive them to the lea, the fea forces 
them back upon the Barbarians. The 
fervants of the crown make a fpedtacle of 
their diftreffes. They ^aunt while they 
crucify them, ** ye have trufled in others, 
can they fave you?** And then, in all the 
fulfome ftrains of Court adulation, call upon 
them to truft to thepatriotifm, to the love for 
his people, to the anxiety for their welfare 
and happineifs, to the feeling for their dif- 
treffes, to the willingnefs he has at all times 
teftified to receive their complaints, and 
redrefs tnRr grievances that diftinguifli their 
amiable Sovereign, at the very inftant that 
they ftretch all his authority and influence to 
the utmoft, in oppofing their wifhes, and 
violating their rights. 

From thefe confiderations, which naturally 
fuggeft themfelves on a review of the fadls 
that have taken place within this laft month, 
the well affedted to the peace of this country 
find reafon to. form the nrioft alarming appre- 
henfions ; on one fide they fee an obftinate 
invincible determination in the Court to 
e^ablifti their fyftem, at all hazards, on the 
bufferings of the people ; on the other they 
fee the ancient fpirit of the nation rouling 
itfelf, flowly indeed, and cautioufly, but 
Vith a ftead)'^refolution and deliberate purpofe, 
'[ infinitely 



jnfinitel/ mor6 formidable thin the mbfk 
violent ftaits. of fudden iind i^omttitiLTy 
indignation. 

A comparifon between the prefent anil 
former days, and the recent tranf^iSions of 
our own period, ferve to encreafe thofe fears^ 
The Minifterial advocates need not take fuch 
plains in. their fpeeches to remind us of the 
commencement of our fcivil diiTenfions in the 
reign of the obftinate and infiatuated Charlejs. 
Their own conduA ftti thofe unhappy time» 
in profpedl before us in colours infinitely 
more forcible, and of a blacker hue than all 
the defcriptive eloquence of their new pro-^ 
felytes, or their hoary veterans, ^hey have 
fiitherto reprefented the bloody fcene at a 
diftance. The fifth a(3: promifes to bring 
our own mangled rights on the ftage, and to 
(clofe the tragedy. 

I am not one of thofe who prefume to fit 
in the throne of Providence, and account for 
his decrees. I do pot dare to fpecify his 
punifhments, or pronoupce his vifitations to 
be the confequehces of particular crimes. 
JBut if ever he inflifted national calamities 
^s a judgment on national violence and 
injuftice, he* now threatens to bring the curie 
to our doors. AMERICA had long pati- 
ently borne the grievances with which ihe 
was oppfefled. Not all the tyrannical eflays 
of the then pc^wiy eftabliiljed fyflem of 
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4efpotHm could force her into exceifes d«^ 
ftruftive of her allegiance. After a martyr* 
dom of years, (he at length ventured to 
fpealc her grievances: flxe bottomed her 
condudt on the principles of the conftitution>s 
iJiie petitioned in all the humble forms of 
loyalty and afFeftionate obedience : Ihe only 
claimed the acknbwledged rights of Britifa 
freemen : ihe too Wceived a partial hear ir^^i 
An extorted enquiry was made into the 
grounds of her complaints ; witneffes wer^ 
called to the bar of Parliament to prove the 
juftice of her prayers — rbut the whole ended 
then as now in mockery zxidiinfult. Her com* 
plaints were rejedled with contumely; her 
grievances were doubled. She was driven 
to make her appeal to the Supreme Lawgiver, 
4nd to bare her bofom to the fword, and her 
head to the fcalping knife, in defence of her 
rights. It is the boaft and plea of the 
Minifter, that this war on the liberties of our 
fellow-fubjedts was a popular war. The 
oppofition who reprobated it was an unpopular 
oppofition. It had the fand^ion of the Coun^ 
try Gentlemen, it had the voice of the people. 
If he be authorifed to make this boaft, — if 
the Englifh nation be party in his caufe^ I 
have only to add the ob^rvation of the poet, 
^e^ue lex ejl jujlior ulluy qifam nee is artijices 
4r4e perirefud. 

\ Againft thefe hqrrid apprehenl^ons, I con- 
7 {eCs^ 
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{e{sj I fee but one refource. If we find it 

at ail, it muftbe in the cool, deliberate, but 

inflexible virtue of the peopje. Fortunately 

the circunnllances 6f the times are favourable 

to our hopes. All our exped:ations within 

Parliament, are now at an end. The rejedlion 

of Mr. Dunning's motions, with the circum- 

Hances that attended that rejection, and the 

.fate of Mr. Burke's hill, have fhut thofe 

doors againfl us for ever. All our exertions 

muft henceforth be made without. The 

general election is at hand. It will then 

remain with the people to redrefs themfelves 

'by a choice of proper reprefentatives for a 

^future Parliament. Let them be but true 

to themfelves on that occafion^ and there ig 

. as yet no power in this kingdom to break or 

diflurb their peace,' much lefs to triumph 

finally over their liberties. 

\n the mean time they muft not- fuffer 
themfelves to be divided or fplit into parties. 
To divide firft, and then to conquer, is the 
maxim on which their enemies ground all 
their hopes of fuccefs. .Amongft thefe there 
is the moft perfed: unanimity. To continue 
to govern by influence and corruption, is the 
chief point they have in view, as that on 
. which their whole fyftem hinges. To fecure 
it againft every a(3:ual attack, they croud 
round it with all their force, without quar- 
relliiig ^bout. the means to"^ fecure it in future. 

Speculative 
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Speculative men, of warm fancies and 
tioneft intentions, but little con verfant in the 
world, and judging all things eafy to their 
.wifties, from their inexperience of the diffi- 
culties and oppofitjons they muft meet from 
the paffions and interefts of mankind, and 
from diverfity of opinions, even among th^ 
beft, are often apt to injure the caufe they 
mean to advance. Their hot and fiery zeal, 
^difdaining the curb of difcretion or experience, 
darts beyond the line. It hurries them on 
imperceptibly ; and they would rather re- 
pounce the prize they contend for, than not 
carry it all at once. 

in every fyftem of reformation we muft 
proceed by flow and cautious fleps. We 
cannot hope all at once to cut away the cords 
of prejudice and habitual attachments, that 
bind many well difpofed perfons even to 
abufes that have had the fandtion of time. 
We muft gain men over by degrees. We 
muft begin by the moft obvious and acknow- 
ledged evils , till having carried our approaches 
•gradually to the great fortrefTes of corruption, 
we may batter them down with greater cer- 
tainty and eafe, and then in peace together, 
and with joint deliberation eredt* the duly har- 
monized and well proportioned fabric of 
Jafting reformation. 



in^ 
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[The laj} paragraph hut one^ in the preceding 
Paper ^ gave great offence to Major John 
Cart WRIGHT, who had written fever al 
\ traBs upon thefubjeBs of Annual Parliaments^ 
andUniverfal Suffrage i and had been^ with 
Pr. John Jebb, and others^ one of the prin- 
cipal founders and fupporters of a Club^ wh& 
called themfehes The Society for Conftitutional 
Information. Mr. Cartwright thought pro^ 
per to write an anfwer to this paragraph^ 
\<-^r-^T!h? following is a copy of his Anfwer^ 



f c 



May(^, 1780, 

JVlUCH as I refpeft the principles, and 
admire the talents of The Country Gen* 
TLEMAN, I cannot but feel fome little doubt 
as to the application of, and entertain fome 
fears of ill efFedt from, the latter part of 
his letter. If he would point opt that 
defcription of perfons whom, amongft the 
oppofers of tne prefent wicked Minifters, 
he defigns by *^ fpeculative meni of warm 
** fancies and honeft intentions, but little 
•* converfaHt in the world," and enter into a 
temperate, candid difcuflion of thofe opinions 
he attributes to them, as a fource frorh whidn 
he feems to apprehend a divifion amongft the 
friends of the people, poffibly it might pro- 
mote that union he recommends, far more 
than a profound filence upon the fuppofecj 

points 
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points in difpute, accompanied by imputa- 
tions of ** hot and fieiy zeal, difdaining the 
•* curb of difcretion and experience," to thofe 
from whom he differs in fentiment. 

As he had only hinted^ I (hall ftand cxcufed 
if I fall into any error, in imagining the 
•* fpeculative men** he alludes to, are the 
prefent open and fteady advocates for annual 
parliaments ojid an equal reprcfentation. If I 
have erred, I am ready to apologize; but as 
I conceive thofe are the perfons pointed to, 
with his permiffion, and with as anxious a 
wifli for unanimity as can infpire his or any 
bofom, I will once more offer my fentiments 
upon the fubjed:. 

With much fubmiffion, I cannot fee how 
that thread-bare obfervation, ** To divide 
firft, and then conquer,** can in the prefent 
infhmce be applied. It is not the ikTz/^^^r 
who caufes this divifion between the con- 
tenders for annual parliaments, and thofe 
afnongft the oppoiition who are for a longer 
term. Hoa^j^ then is the obfervation applir 
cable ? Do the many * * well difpofed perfons*' 
who are bound ** by the cords of prejudice 
^' and habitual attachments to abufes** in our 
government, that is to fay^ to feptennial or 
triennial parliaments, and a mock reprefen- 
tation, think it reafonable that the fincere 
friends of reformation ftiould fuffer them- 
felves to be tongue-tied, and to facrifice per- 
haps 



haps thcr only opportunity thaf may ever 
occiir^for faving their country, for the fake 
of unanimity with men attached to the very 
abufes which have proved our ruin^ however 
ilrong their prejudices may be ? And are 
thefe men who are thus bound by the cords 
of prejudice^ and fo attached to thefe abufes^ 
to be held up to us, as the oracles by whofe 
wifdom and virtue we are alone to be faved ^ 
And are thofe who facrifice every prejudice, 
and who make a manly and honeft appeal to 
the conflitution of our country^ and that which 
was the falutary pra£lice of our anceftors 
for many hundred years, to be fneered into 
contempt, as ** fpeculative men httle con^ 
** verfant in the world, whofe hot and fiery 
** zeal difdains the curb oi difcretion and 
** experience, and who would rather renounce 
•* the prize they contend for, than not carry 
*' it' all at onceF^* 

I know not with what intentions T»B^ 
Country Gentleman writes; I hope 
with the pureft: but I muft obferve,. that 
this language appears to m» only calculated 
to ferve a party, by the very extraordinarjr 
propofal, that the people of England,* 
and every unprejudiced friend of' the confti-^ 
tution, IhalJ facrifice the only fecurity they 
can have for their freedom, to the prejudices 
of that. party and its attachments to ruinous 
abufes j. and upon thefe terms uiiitein raifing 

then^ 
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them into power. For my own part, I never 
Ihall befilenced by fuch arguments, nor will 
I ever confent to iuch terms ; and highly as- 
I eftimate many of the party alluded to, .f<yf- 
their abilities and many virtues, yet I have 
not a conception that there is not wii^om and 
virtue enough in this nation, completely to 
reform its rotten government, ana recover 
its freedom without their afliftance, if they 
will not caft away thofe prejudices in favour 
of long parliaments, rotten boroijghs, and 
minifterial influence over a Houfe of Com- 
mons, nbtwitbftanding fuch abufes ** have 
•* had the fandlion of time," which make 
the only blemiih in their public charadlers 
that. I know of. 

With refped: to the carrying of the prize 
we contend for a// at once^ x\izt I maintain to 
be the only mode of proceeding that will turn 
cut either prudent^ politic^ or praSlicable. 
Kad the friends of freedom at the Revolution 
done their bij^nefs all at once^ we had now 
been in as great danger of defpotifm, as they 
were in before they expelled James; and if 
our work be not done all at once^ it will not 
be done at all. By all at once, I mean, that 
all that \s ejfential to fecure the freedom of the 
people^ viz. a complete reprefentation in 
annual parliaments, together with their pro- 
per fecurities, muft be gained by the people's 
firjl effort^ or they will not be gained in this 

century. 



ctotury, and probably never. .This muft fee 
(^ne Jlet^ becaufe no reprefentathe body will 
makejucb a reform^ and it muft be the adt of 
4be people. It is not for a great nation, roufed 
to do itfelf right, to mince and fritter its 
reforms into fcraps and unfiniihed fragments, 
but, what is ejjentiai, to do all at once. This 
is the frfi Jlep^ the foundation of neceiTary" 
leformation. This, effedted by themfelves, 
their reprefentatives may then, and not till 
then^ be trufted to perform the reft, and then 
they will, becaufe they muft^ perform it. 

Unanimity upon fuch ground as feems to 
be recommended by The Country Gen-^ 
TLEMAN^ wpuld not anfwer the hopes of 
the people I fuch imanimity would not reftore 
independency to Parliament, nor terminate 
in erecSting •* the duty harmonized and well 
•* proportioned fabric of lafting reformation ;** 
neither do* I believe that it would be for the 
intereft even of the very party whofe advo- 
cates fo warmly recommend i^ They are 
profcribed at court, with an inveteracy which 
nothing but the unanimity of the people firjl^ 
and the independency of parliament diit^twzx'As^ 
can conquer. Were they even to fucceed in 
obtaining that unanimity in their favour, it 
would avail them notning, if they vainly 
trufted to the management ot a Houfe of Com- 
mons, by their minifterial influence, for 
preferving their power. Nothing but a per- 

fed: 
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feft independency in that houfe, and a full 
conviiflion out of doors, of their being the 
friends of the people, could poffibly fupport 
them againft a rooted love of defpotic fway, 
and a fettled hatred of the principles they 
profefs in the interior of interiors. 

Let them, then, fhew their defire of 
unanimity, by joining the millions^ inflead 
of requiring the millions to join them. All 
the people defire, is to have their conftitution 
reftored'to them; fo that, by the free unin- 
fluenced fufFrages of all^ and annual eledlions, 
they may henceforth hold their property, their 
lives, and their freedom, by the equal laws 
of their country, and not at the dijcretion of 
even the beft and wifeft men alive. And it is 
even an infuperable objedlion to the people's 
exerting themfelves to place certain men in 
power, that when they were laft in that 
iituation they could not hold it, for want of 
the means which I have pointed out; fo 
that, to do that alone, would only be to 
expofe them to be again betrayed, and to 
delude ourfelves. 

A Speculator in a Great Chain^^ 



\This letter of Mr. Cart Wright's raifed the 
cholerpf Mr. Richard Burke, the Son (not' 
the brother) of Mr. Edmund Burke. He 
vol. III. I "wrote 
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wrote the following Reply to Mr. Cart-i' 
tvright's letter.'] 

May 9, 1780. 

jf\ Writer whq figns himfelf, A Speculator, 
in a Great Chair, feems difpleafed that The 
Country Gentleman (hould defcribe in- 
the following manner a fet of perfons who. 
call themfelves advocates for Equal Re- 
presentation an5 Annual Parlia* 
MENTS. » He calls them, ** fpeculative men 
of warm fancies and honeft intentions, but 
little converfant in the world." I will give 
another defcriptioa oi thefe- perfons, which, 
will ftrike thein more ; forcibly^ though it 
may not pleafe them better. They are 

^^ A Jet of perfons^ unknowing and almojt ^ 
unknown by the worlds few in number^ and 
contemptible in character ; without fortune ^ 
rank^ or public ejlimationi having never flood 
171 any fituation of public truf^ becaufe no man 
if;^ould ever truji them. Supplying the defe^ of 
ahility and experience^ ^y^fif-JH^^^^^^y^ arro^^ , 
gnnce and objfinacy^ they purfue ji fcheme of 
government which never did nor ever can exijr, 
and' which is fundamentally oppofte Jo the 
principles of the lEngliJh conjiitution. Grown 
in a manner frantic and wild with defperate 
malignity, they are determined, to trample 
upon alt the ability and virtue of England^ and^ 
to facrifice the peace, the happinefs, the 
deareft mterefts, and even the conllitution of 

their 
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their country, to the chimeras of their owri 
extravagant imaginations. 

*♦ Here is a charadler which the world will 
tecognife whenever natural inlignificancy is 
fuperfeded by thereftlefs and a6tive infolence 
of vice and folly. To endeavour to counteraft 
the bkneful operation of evil induftry, to 
illuftrate, to exemplify, to prove, to make 
out all the parts of a charadtel: whofe outline 
I have traced, is a talk no lefs ufeful than it 
is laborious. — Indignation will infpire when 
ability is wanting. 

*• A lift of thofe perfons who arrogate to 
themfelves the title of The People, and who 
with fo much modefty claim the difpofal of 
honour, profit and power, will be highly 
entertaining to the public. When laughter 
fubfides, the people will rife up in anger to 
f Unifh the audacious temerity of thofe who 
have dared to affume fuch a refpeftable name* 

•* Thofe who have facrificed every motive 
of intereft, and even honourable ambition to 
an attachment to duty and a love of their 
country ; who are profcribed at Court om 
account of the people ; who are martyrs to 
the caufe of the people, have too long- 
permitted their characters to be flurred, and 
their reputation to be pilfered by men who 
have facrificed no ambition, and had none to 
facrifice* The head has too long been guided 
by the taih—A blind adder is little qualified 

I a to 
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to lead the generous fpirit of an injured 
people. Are there no men capable of ferving 
the State with fidelity to the conftitution ? If 
there are, why fhould Virtue be afhamed ? 
Let honefl men boldly come forward, to claim 
the reward of virtue^ which is />«^//(r confidence; 
the people will open their arms to receive 
them. 

** A Friend to honefi Men.^^ 

\After this altercation^ The Country Gentle- 
man %vrote only one letter more ; which was. 
the following.'] 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAI*^. 

May%^, 1780. 

X HE teniper of the times is fiich as to dif-* 
courage every man, who does not find new 
incentives for perfeverance in the fruitleffnefs 
of his labours, from continuing to plead the 
caufe of the public. When the people 
abandon themfelves, it implies an imputation 
of knight-errantry to attempt to prefervc^ 
them. Who but La Mancha's Knight would 
undergo the toil and danger of forcing' 
battlements, and burfling open pfifons, whea 
he knows that the captives within will hug 

theip 
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their chains, and reje<ft the Uberty that is 
proffered them? 

What infuhs and indignities, what folemn 
mockery, and formal fcorn have not the 
people of England fubmiflively born within 
thele three laft months ? A recapitulation 
would be as irkfome and mortifying as 'it is 
unneceffary. The marks of the ignominious 
ftripes are yet raw upon our backs. They 
are kept open and bleeding by reiterated 
blows. Not a fingle day paffes without 
adding to their number and ignominy, yet the 
people flaviiQily acquiefce; they even court 
the hand that fmites them. 

The fpirit of our anceftors feemed indeed 
to roufe itfelf for a time to a promifing 
exertion. A fudden ray of hope burft upon 
us. We began to augur the happieft confe- 
quences from the tranfport with which all 
ranks of men feemed to hail its appearance. 
But it funk again as fuddenly, and a train of 
evils fucceeded, flich as it was natural to 
dread from an unfuccefsful attempt to refift 
the encroachments of defpotifm. Our op- 
preflbrs were but the more encouraged in 
their tyrannical fy^flem of governing with a 
rod of iron ; the friends of the people were 
difcouraged, difpirited, difperfed ; their 
enemies triumphed, they encreafed in their 
numbers, they acquired a confiflency and 
permanency of power, which their moft 

fanguine 
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fan^uine votaries could fcarce have dared to 
anticipate by their warmefl wiflies. 

Oppreffed with thefeconfiderations, I had 
determined to relinquifh the caiife. I found, 
befides, that a fet of men had engaged in its 
defence, whofe mifguided zeal and furious 
fpirit blafted every rational hope of fuccefs. 
Intemperate zealots, hurried away by their 
fanatical attachment to abftrufe dogmas, efta-r 
hliflied in the gloom and inexperience of idle 
fpeculation — Men, who perhaps might have 
made excellent Minifters under the folitary 
Kings whom they profefs to admire^ who, 
perhaps would have figured as great ftatefmen 
and profound politicians of the parliamentary 
oaks, which covered the tumultuary meetings 
of a barbarous people, colledled from the 
thinly-fcattered fettlements among the wildsj 
and defarts of Britain. 

Thefe violent partizans foon began tq 
divert the attention of the people from the 
great fubftantial objedls oi reformation tO) 
fubjefts of curious difquifition, and fpeculativ© 
politics, on which the beft friends to the 
liberties of this country were known to bet 
divided in opinion. The very inftant they 
perceived the efficacy of a fettled union 
of all parties againft the cornipt fyftem of 
government, that inftant they ftarted a 
queftion, which they muft have forefeen 

would 
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would prove fatal to that union, *ahd de^ 
ftmAive of all our hopes. 

It was not poffible that they could be 
ignorant of the unhappy confcquences .— »• 
They had only to look back to their owri 
experience. They had played the fame 
game on former occafions, and the event 
was frefti in their minds. It was not, 
therefore, without a ftrong colour of juftice, 
that they were ace u fed by many honeft men 
of being adluated by the word motives, and 
that their condud: was fufpedled to originate 
from fome baneful and malignant caufe, 
which it was not in the ftores of general 
information to tr^ce, 

I by no means wifli to difcufs this odious 
fubjedt. One thing is evident. They and 
the Minifter feemed to vi^ with each others 
who (hould moft effedtually deftroy the 
foundation that had been laid for the 
redemption of this country. Their very 
language was the fame. The moft virulent 
jmd abufive runners of government never 
poured forth a fouler torrent of invecftive 
againfta fet of men, whom they have caufe 
to dread as their moft dangerous and fteady 
opponents, than thofe gentlemen who profefs 
themfelves to be equally the enemies of that 
government. Whoever prefumed to diflent 
from their exclufive dodrines was anathe^ 
intotifipd with all the malice and virulence 



120 APPENDIX, 

of infallibility. An agreement in effentials 
was no plea to their indulgence. It was 
nothing that we joined with them in admitting 
the text ; there were fome who prefumed to 
have an opinion of their own in the />//^r- 
fretation^ and they were inftantly fecluded 
from the pale as damnable heretics, actuated 
by the worft of motives, and deferving of 
tortures, fire, and gibbets. The common 
enemy, in their eftimation, was not half fo 
dangerous. They were fufFered tp efcape 
and to triumph, while all the efforts of thofe 
furious fedlaries were turned againfl the 
party with which they had fet out on a lafl 
vigorous attempt to refcue the country from 
the hands that had brought it to ruin. 

And what has been the refult ? Let them 
cafl their eyes back to the fatal point of fepa- 
ration, and fee whither the road they have 
been pleafed exclufively to take, has led 
them. They have fallen into the very fnare 
the Miniflry had fpread for them. They 
have divided, and lofl that flrength, which 
union alone could give them. They have 
difgufled the mofl hearty friends of the caufe 
they wifh to maintain. As facas their tefli- 
mony can operate, they have confirmed all 
the infamous imputations with which the 
creatures of the Court have laboured to brand 
the charaflers of men, who for feventpen 
years together have braved all the malice and 

calumny. 
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calumny, as well of minifterialifts as of 
Ja/fe brethren^ in defending their country to 
this beft of their judgment; they have con^ 
fequently affifted Miniftry in deftroying their 
reputation, and by holding them forth in the 
moft odious and contemptible colours, have 
robbed them of that credit and • confidence 
which it was neceffary for the general good 
that the people ftiould place in their integrity* 
They have given the moderate a reafon^ and 
thofe who fcreen their llavifli wifhes under, 
that chara(fter a pretext for relinquifhing the 
defence of the people, and giving up the 
field entirely to the enemy. They have 
1)roken the fpirits of the fober and well 
meaning among all ranks j they have filled 
their minds with doubts, perplexities, and 
appreheqfions ; they have forced them to 
defpair of ever finding a determined and 
fteady hand to refcue the nation from th^ 
gulph of deftruftion into which our prefent 
rulers have plunged it, 

Thefe are the mighty feats they have at- 
chieved, I wifli them much joy, and as far 
as they are concerned, will leave them to 
r.eap the happy fruits of their penetration and, 
judgment. I will leave the /peculators to 
dream in their great chairs \ I will leave the 
admirers of the infancy of our conftitution to 
fearch their mufty prints, and trace its un- 
|prn]ed lineaments while it was yet in the 

grizle. 
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grizli. The doubts they are pleafed ta 
exprefs of the honefty of my intentions, I 
ihall freely forgive, in the hopes I entertain 
of the fincerity of theirs, and (hall at leaft 
give one proof that I mean vi^ell to the caufe, 
by avoiding their example, and not profe- 
cuting a controverfy from which none but 
the Miniftry can reap aYiy advantage. Thefe 
gentlemen may continue to ferve them as 
they have done; I affure them, that how- 
ever I lament their folly, I fhall have more 
charity in judging of their views and motives, 
than they have manifefted in pronouncing 
feiitenCe upon thofe who differ with then^ 
in opinion. 

I have again taken up the pen to addrefs 
myfelf to men of a very different charadrer, 
whom yet, I fear, their arts and reprefen- 
tations have mifled. I wi(h to call upon 
thofe from whofe name, rank, and abilities, 
the nation expedls its deliverance, to try if 
this unhappy breach cannot yet be made up, 
Jthd the attention of the people brought back 
to the original objedt of their petitions. 

All the hopes of our enemies are placed in 
our divifions. By thefe alone they triumphed 
in their lafl ftruggle with the people. If 
once thefe can be reconciled they will trem- 
ble once more ; nor can any thing avert the 
fate they have fo long merited, but an obfli- 
rtacy in enforcing the fubjedts that hav^ 
given rife to our dilTenfions. 

^ FROM 
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FROM THE PUBLICK ADVERTISER, 



TO SIR JOHN DALRYMPLE. 

[This Letter was written by William Burke, 
Efq. who was Under-Secretary of State to 
General Conway.] 

5IR, March 1-5, 177 J. 

I\ PERSON of your name, age, and 
jftature was about feven years ago turned out 
of an office, which he held in the Exeife in 
Scotland, for corruptly taking money in the 
execution of that office. 

Pray, Sir John, was this you ? 

Becaufe if it was, your being fo difgrace*- 
fiilly turned out by Lord Rockingham's 
adminiftration, the only body of men that 
have hitherto not humbled themfelves before 
the Kmg and his favourite, will eafily account 
for the extraordinary pains which you both 
have taken to traduce the fair .fame of th^ 
anceftors of thofe minifters, and will relieve 
many perfons from the difficulty they now 
are under of being obliged to luppofe this 
attempt to have no other foundation than 
that blacknefs of heart which dicftated the 
^Qok of Lauder againJtt Milton, or that \v(u 

potent 
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potent fpirit of revenge, which, during the 
reign of Jafnes the Second, glutted itfelf in 
the richeft blood in the country. 

As I learn from Thurfday's Public Adver- 
tifer that you can condefcend to write letters 
in the News-papers, pray fend me an anfwer 
to this query through Mr. WoqdfalL If yoji 
are filent, I (hall take for granted my infor- 
mation is true, and that you are that John 
Dalrymple, and I (hall then foon trouble you 
with another letter upon this fubjecft. 

I am. 

Your very humble fervant, 

DOUGLAS. 



March ly. 

On the 15th inftant there appeared a letter, 
which charges Sir John Dalrymple with 
having been difmiffed feven years ago, by 
Lord Rockingham's adminiftration, from a 
law office in the excife of Scotland, on ac-p 
count of corruption in office, and with* 
having invented his late hiftorical difcoveries 
againft the anceftors of his Lord(hip*s party 
in revenge for it. 

It is very true that Lord Rockingham*s 
adminiftration gave an office which Sir John 
(then Mr. Dalrymple) had, to another gen- 
tleman ; but it is as true that Mr. Dalrymple, 
upon hearing that the change in the office 

had 
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had by fome people been connected with 
his charad:er, upon account of a complaint 
which two years before had been made 
:^ainft him by an Excife Officer, fent a 
memorial to the Treafury, in which he 
prayed juftice to be done him in this laft 
refped:. The memorial was prefented to 
the late Lord Chancellor Yorke in perfon ; 
and that Treafury of Lord Rockingham^ 
which had taken the office from Mr. Dal- 
rymple, were fo juft to him as to make an 
order upon the memorial, which contained 
thefe words: ** Acquit Mr. Dalrymple of 
** any charge of corruption in office, and 
*' even of the fufpicion of it.'* 

[The truth of this ^ pretended quotation is 
doubted. To have Jhewn the purity of Sir 
John Dalrymple^ s charaSier^ the writer Jhouid 
hax^e publijhed the report made by the Officers 
of Extife in Scotland againji him: — Ho^ 
long it lay fecreted in the Treafury by means 
of bis friend Mr. T. Whately during Mr. 
Gre7tville*s adminijl ration ;- — What applications 
were made to Lord Rockingham by Mr. Torke^ 
(who was known to have more influence over 
bis Lordfbip than any other perfon^) to get him 
reft or ed: — and the whole of the minute of 
the Board of Treafury upon it.] 



March 
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March ^j lyjjs 
[This Paper was written 4)' John Wilkes, Efq.'\ 

XT is very curious to obferve the Angular 
pleafure, with which' the new publication 
of the fccond volume of Sir John Dairy triplets 
Memoirj^ has been received by all the Scots 
among us, by the EnglifE Courtiers, and their 
mafter. ' They openly exult and aflert, that 
all public virtue is an impofture, and the 
very pretence to it ridiculous, fince it is now 
proved, as they fay, that Lord Ruffel intrigued 
with the Court of Verfailles^ and Algernon 
Sidney took money from it. The pretended 
difcovery has afforded a folid fatisfaSlion to 
the Royal mind, and Sir John Dairy mple's 
friend and patron. Lord Mansfield, for many 
months has made thefe fubjei9:s the favourite 
topicks of his converfation. He dwells with 
rapture on the difcovery. The inference is 
clear, the application evident. Is any man 
held forth as a great model of public virtue 
and fpirit? The courtiers' reply is prompt, 
Lord Rujfel intrigued with the Court of trance. 
Is a patriot applauded, who has dared and 
fuffered every thing for his country ? The 
placeman fhrugs. up his fhoulders, and fays^^ 
Algernon Sydney took money from France^ and 
indirediy hints he believes the fame of every 
^ . - other 
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Other popular charafter. A treachery of fo 
black a nature is mod readily adopted by 
every man, who is confcious that in fimilar 
circumftances he would have adted the fame 
part. In all probability he has fecretly 
wiftied for the like offer. A Prince likewife, 
whofe firft aim is the deftruftion of a free 
conftitution, believes himfelf, and carefully 
propagates, thedodlrine, that all mankind are 
knaves, and may be eafily made flaves. He 
finds fomething in his own breaft which 
fuggefts this to him, for the fouls of tyrants 
and ilaves are congenial. Almoft half the 
volume of Dairy mple confifts of papers fup- 
plied by the prefent king. Kings too generally 
judge in the moft fuperficial manner, and 
merely from what falls under their own view. 
The Prince therefore, and the keeper of 
Newgate, think themfelves equally juftified 
in declaring all men rogues. A Bute and a 
North are continually before the one, a 
Macquirk and a Kennedy before the other. 
But virtuous men unwillingly fuf^edl - the 
wickednefs of great characters, who have 
long enjoyed a nation's efteem, and require 
the moft fatisfadory evidence of any degree 
of bafenefs in thofe, who have bravely died 
for their country, whofe reputation has been 
fealed with their blood, and coniiftent and 
uniform in their laft moments, have given 
the moft trying proofs of a fincere and noble 
, patriotifm. 



jjatriotifm. Let us now examine rhe ]J)roofs 
againil the two martyrs of liberty. I find fid 
kind of evidence in the whole volume but 
the defpatches of Barillon^ the French 
ambaflador here, which Sir John Dalrymple 
fays, are in the Depot des Affaires Etr anger eS 
et Verfailles^ and of whofe exiftence we want 
better evidence than his affertion. He declares 
** from comparing the notes which I took in 
•* France, with the copies of the papers fent me 
•* from thence, I find, in fome infl:ances, a 
^* difference in the dates between us, owing, 
** probably, to my overfight ; but in all other 
•* refpedls, the copies agree with the notes.** 
Dates ^ Sir, are as eafily copied as words/ 
and a man, who can miftake, in fome injlances^ 
in figures, is very likely to miftake, in other 
inftances, in letter's and words. Records have,, 
we know, been altered. Such a confefllon 
of a want of accuracy muft be fatal to any 
work, and the public will naturally exped: 
a more faithful copier of public records than 
Lord Mansfield's friend. Sir John Dalrymple* 
Do you alk other proofs, or wifti to examine 
thefe pretended originals? Neither the im- 
menfe colle6tion of Englifti records and 
memoirs at the Britifh Mufeum, nor the 
numerous manufcripts at either of our Uni- 
verfities, contain a fingle line of fuch an 
infamous fuggeftion againft the facred 
memory of tne two Englifh heroes; but a 

Scottilh 



Sc6tti(Il Baronet, under the patronage of a 
Scottidi Lord, has' given, as he fays, an 
extradt of a French difpatch, which he aflerts 
ihay be feen in the Depot des Affaires 
Etrangeres at Verfailles^ ihould the Duk6 
d*Agufllon permit you, as he did Sir John, 
ttith iiberality offentimeht^ if yo\S are difpofed 
to beiieve him. It is indeed extremely 
femarkable, that this fame Duke d^Aguillon, 
who was guilty of all the unjuftand inhumail 
proceedings againft Monfieur de la Chalotais*, 
who was the principal in the plot to fix thi 
idxxicf\x% forgea letters on that excellent French 
patriot, is now lending his aflSftance to Lord 
Mansfield and Sir John Dalrymple to ruin 
the well-earned reputation of two patdots of 
our nafion, and to blaft the glorious laurels^ 
pUFchafed with the beft blood of our iflandl 
It feems a frefli confpiracy of the French and 
Scots againft us. . The caufe and the men are 
indfeed well worthy of each other. But 
England looks down with contempt on thefe 
mean and- bafe arts, and continues to reverd 
the nciemory of her RufTel and Sydney ; 

Dear as the ruddy drops that wafm theheariv 
Thej' dy*d amidft their dying country's cries ; 

and are now in pofTefiidn of that fupreme 
reward, a virtuous fame, which- they enjoy 
unenvied by all the wife arid good, reviled 
only by the courtier and the Have. Their 
VOL. Ill, K * enemies 
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enemies now attempt in vain with facrilegiouS 
hands to overturn their temples, and deftroy 
their altars, to give us idols of their own kirk, 
more ridiculous than ever Egypt worfhipped. 
But Ruffel and Sydney will remain the great 
objedls of^ a nation's veneration and love^ 
while the names of Bute and Mansfield will 
ever be uttered with contempt and abhorrence. 
What Burnet fays of Sydney is equally 
applicable to Ruffel, and may ferve for a clue 
%o the conduft of both/* He (Sydney) did all 
^* he could to divert people from that war (with . 
^* France) : fo that fbme took him for a penfi- 
•* oner of France: buttothofetowhom hedtirft . 
•* fpeak freely, he faid, he knew it was all a 
"^^ juggle i that our Court was in an entire con^^ 
\^ jidence with France^ and had no other defign 
•* in this (hew of a war, but to raife an army, 
** and keep it beyond fea till it was trained and 
•* modelled.** — Biftiop Burnet's Hiftory of 
his own Time, 8vo. edition, vol. 2, page 36a. 
- Sir John Dairy mple in the preface fays, 
^* His Majefty — juftly confidfering hiftory to 
** be the fci6nce of Kings, arid willing that 
•* the aiftions of other Princes (hould be tried 
** by that tribunal of public enquiry^ which, 
•* he trufts, will do honour to his own.** 
Do you believe this, Sir JohnP I will 
confine myfelf to two particulars. The 
tribunal of the public hsi'^ already judged the 
Sovereign for the horrid mallacre in St. 
:■ 4 George's 
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George*s Fields, on the ever memorable 
tenth of May 1768, the letter of thanks, &c. 
— ^The refult need not be told — it is well 
known. — When the circumftances of the 
death of the late Chancellor Yorke, and of 
the four preceding days, come to be fully 
known, (and they (hall be told,) ev?ry foul 
will be chilled with horror ; tears of virtuous 
pity (hall flow for the deceafed, and the bafe, 
hypocritical, and barbarous author bf his 
unhappy fate be held in etemal execration, 

JUSTICE. 



March a6. 

To the r^^/ Editor (j/^.S'/VJ.DALRYMPtE^s 

Memoirs. 

X SHALL not complain of the old law of 

the hiftorian^ ne quid veri dicer e nan audeat^ 
but on the contrary would in plain Engl i(h 
fay to him. Ton Jhall fpeak the truths the 
^njohole truths and nothing but the truths fo help 
you God. It is not my intention therefore to 
trouble you upon this occa(ion with the 
common, obvious queftion of the moralift, 
** What good do you propofe by this pub- 
lication ? Is it to (hew that there is no more 
virtue in one party than another, and that the 
Whig is not an honefter man or better patriot 

K 2 than 
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than the T^ory? Or is it to teach the youth of thd 
prefent reign this general leffon, liberty and the 
loveofone^scoufitry aremere pretences at all times j 
and in all men? Can any good confequence 
flowfikDm-theeftablilhment of fuch do<ftrine ?*' 
I will anfwer for you, truth is truth, and a 
Wue piBure of human nature can n^ver be 
Unufeful. But then. Sir, I hope you have 
piibhfhed the whole truth, and concealed 
fjdithing out of favour or ' affexSlon to any 
body. Excufe the pkinnefs of itiy phrafe^ 
Wlk> afh tp. mere country gentleman, and 
borrow the languaige of the, bar to witneffes 
on a trial. I am ufed to juries. My reafon 
for the putting the queftion is, that a friend 
of mine^ has m his lafl: letter informed me 
frorfh town, tliat aTeportis there circulated of 
your having fupprelTed' forae letters contained 
in the trunk at Kenfington. The ftory i^^, 
that theJAtpprfefftd letters arc from thePrifieejfs 
JSophia to the abdicated and profcribed James 
the Secondfil imtheyew 1689, ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
contain .a correlponcjence.for th^ purpofe of 
Teftoring; him to the Englifh throne. It is 
faid that ybu:haVejpub^ij8ied the.ktteirs in the 
•before* mentixMied Trunk, .{with aa.^xclufioii 
of one t)ther perhaps,) exceptiiTg' thefe letters 
from the Court of Hanover;* I therefore 
defire to know the motive you' had for this 
fuppreffion. It cannot Be aterKlernefs for K. 
William, becaufe it is well underilood that 
, he 
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he knew of this intrigue between • the fumiljc 
of Brunfwick and Stuart, when he procured 
the fettlement of the Crown of England upon 
the former; but that he overlooked it, becaufe 
vpon the whole he was of opinion the fet- 
tlement of the Crown there was the beft that 
could be made for the fecurity of the proteftant 
feligion, and of the liberties o^ this country, 
and of all Europe in general. He was not 
deceived in the principles of the I^anoverian 
Court, but ad:ed upon larger and more 
generous motives. There would therefore 
be nothing ungrateful to the memory of this 
wife, difinterefted Dutchman in fuch publica^ 
tion. Why fhould you then, a Revolutionift, 
feparate thefe letters from the reft, and 
withhold them from the world ? They are 
curious, and relate to a family that hath 
pleaded as much merit, religious and civil, 
as that of Sydney and Rujfel^ and to a family 
which hath reaped as much benefit from 
the Revolution as they did. An Englilh 
Dukedom is not a greater reward to an Englifh 
Earl, than the Britifh Crown is to an Elecfloral 
Prince. Is it then more extraordinary or 
reproachful •for private fubjedts, afraid for 
theii liberty and religion, to unite with 
France, ana to take French money, and ufe 
French power, in order to get rid of their 
tyrant and profecutor, than fpr a Sovereign 
Proteftant Prince, laboviring under no diffi-* 

culties. 
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culties, voluntarily to offer afliftance to a 
Popilh Tyrant to replace him on the throne of 
a free people, who had juft expelled him, 
and thereby to deftroy their liberties both 
civil and religious ? Sydney and Rujfel TLSzWtd 
themfelves as politicians of foreign power 
and money for noble and laudable ends,' 
which they faw then no other means of 
compaffing. They did not intrigue for the 
fake of fubjedting this kingdom to France, 
nor enter into any engagements deftrufti ve to 
England. On the other hand, I doubt not, 
that the Court of Hanover, not forefeeing 
their own acceffion, in confequence of the 
Revolution, to our mighty Throne, afted on 
fome little political motive, or perhaps out of 
afFediion to* their fecond coufin James the 
Second, without regarding the religious or 
civil rights of mere Englilh fubjedls. Now, 
Sir, as impartiality is impartiality, and 
equality is equality, I long to know why thefe 
curious letters, by way of political anecdote 
and authentic hiftory , were withdrawn and not 
publifhed ? Is a regard to the memory of the 
Princefs Sophia preferable to a regard to the 
charadters of thofe men who* voted the 
Englifh Crown to her ; or would the law of 
gratitude be more broken by your publifhing 
letters that might refledl upon fuch an anceftor 
than upon fuch benefadlorsr ? If truth, pure 
truth, be the rule of your condud:, why 

have 
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have thefe letters alone been fecreted and 
withdrawn? I put thefe queftions for the 
fake of clearing away unjuft furmifes, which 
I dare fay your anfwer will do. Being here 
for the air, I know little of what the town 
fays, but being a plain fpeaker, I put a 
downright query, when one occurs to me. 

I am. Sir, always the fame man, and 

Your humble fervant, 

Lyme^ March 20. HOLLES. 
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M(iy I. 
To Sir JOHN DALRYMPLE, Bart. 

Al^IKE a hardy Knight of old, you feem to 
delight in defperate atchievements. To tear 
the rooted laurel from thofe tombs, on which 
the univerfal and ftrong hand of the nation 
had planted it; was an enterprize of no 
common mark and magnitude. Whatever 
be its fuccefs, the very attempt will place 
you fecond, at leaft, in the lifts of fame, to 
that intrepid Blood ; who dared to wreft the 
Crown of England from its ftrong hold. 
The worthy Prince, whofe diadem he thus 
invaded, was pleafed to take the robber to 
his bofomj to peniion and protedt hiih. 

Perhaps, 



k 
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Perhaps, Sir, you may meet with the fame 
favour from a pious Prince ; after having 
endeavoured to liibvcrt the principles which 
fupport his Throne. 

Give me leave. Sir, to fay, without being 
fufpedled of flattery, that your afTociates, in 
this enterprise, were chpfen with fiugular 
fagacity. Let us review them. They will 
not indeed furilifh quite fuch variety of 
charadleri as the heroes aflbciated in aflailing 
the walls of Troy. But it is more to your 
purpofe that they fhould be as uniform in 
charadler, and as unanimous in fentimeht, 
as the Kings of Brentford. 

In your lift we find a Scotch Chief Juftice, 

whofe long line of anceftry was never ftained 

with one conftitutional principle, or fentiment 

of liberty ; and of whofe notorious attachment 

to the Houfe of Stuart, he has folemnly 

.avowed himfelf the zealous inheritor — -an 

Engliftx Lord, who having been converted 

from that faith which ennobled his anceftors, 

to the new court-creed, will lend himfelf to 

.any work, that may beft prove the fincerity 

of his converfion — a French Ambaflador, 

, whofe infamous profeflion was to pander 

vice, 'and corrupt virtue — a French Duke,, 

who has proved himfelf an implacable and 

unprincipled enemy to the very name of 

.Patriot; and [^ execrated, ev^n in his owr^ 

.r . . : <:ountry, 
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CO^intry , as the hnoft devoted inftrufnGnt of 
Rybitrary power.. , ^ : 

. Such are the charafteijs of . your chofen 
auxiliaries in defemirifij' the dead. I flatter 
inyfelf, they will fully jviftify: the approbation 
I have given your fagacity in the choice. 

In one. thing, however, you are lefs 
fortuhate than tbofe who arraigned the perfons 
pf Ruffel and of Sydney, The Crown cannot 
pack a jury to try this queftion. Indeed I 
can conceive but one way of procuring a 
jury, before whom your accufation would 
have any chancy of fucceeding. It fliould be 
drawn from among the citizens of Edinburgh, 
(the mofl loyal place in Scotland,) who, 
before his prefent Majeftjr^s virtues had 
atoped for the former principles of his Houfe, 
and made him popular in North Britain, were 
accuftomed to affail the loyal few, who 
affembled annually to drink his health, with 
curfes, ftones and fire-brands. — A fcene, 
which no doubt you, Sir John, have often 
dwelt upon with delight. Unhappily how- 
ever for you, the opinion of thofe honeft 
Scots will not decide the prefent queftion. 
The candid public muft determine upon the 
truth of your accufation. This they will do, 
by weighing all the fadls and circumftances 
on which it is founded. It cannot be expecfted 
that your opponents can infpe<5l the depot 
ffom which you pretend to have drawn this 
i evidence 
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evidence of Ruffel and Sydney *s treachery. 
No one will imagine, for inftance, that an 
enquirer, whofe profeifed purpofe was to 
vindicate the virtuous charadlers of the friends 
to liberty and the people, would have the 
cordial recommendation of Lord Rochford, or 
the polite affiftance of the Duke D*Aguillon. 
While you therefore, Sir John, enjoy every- 
advantage which royal and minifterial favour 
can give you, / we muft be contented with 
reafoning from the evidence of thofe truths 
^hich are uncontroverted, and thofe fzAs^ 
from the depot with which you may have 
thought it fafe to fumilh us. 

But there is one truth which he who would 
judge candidly on this queftion, ought ever to 
keep in mind ; That Scotch politics, like the 
Romifh religion, hold that the end will always 
juftify the means. Suppofe for example, 
Sir John, that you, and they who employ you, 
ftiould think it a defirable object: to difcredit 
and dqfame the very name-of Patriot, though 
the blacked falfehoods and forgeries were 
neceffary to the purpofe, the infamy of the 
means would, in your minds, be atoned for 
by the innocence of the end. For the truth 
of this principle I may appeal to every North 
Britifh bofom ; for an illuftration of it. Sir 
John, give me leave to refer to your own 
book. You there tell us, that the non-jurors 
in Scotland having entered into a confpiracy 

againfl 
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againft King William, to cover their defigns 
took the oatns of allegiance ; [Vol. i.p.420-] 
and the Scotch Peers, who were , fawning 
at Whitehall, procured the. Earl of Arran's , 
enlargennent, who had been committed on 
fufpicion, by afluring the King that he, 
together with them, would immediately 
fwear allegiance to him. They accordingly 
retired to Scotland, • took the oaths, and 
privately joined the confpirators. You tell 
us. Sir, that fome of them faid, ** it was no 
fhame to do a wrong thing in a right caufe ; 
and others, that they would play at the game 
of blindman^s bufF in Parliament, by which 
means William would not find out his friends 
from his foes." — [Ibid 421 •] 

The deepeft and moft deUberate treachery, 
with the moft folemn appeal to God, was 
regarded by thefe honeft Scotchmen, as a 
very fport, or a covert and convenient 
feeming, under which they might, without 
imputation, efFediuate their flagitious pur- 
pofe. Such are the principles, and fuchthe 
practices of Scotchmen, which thofe who are 
unhappily connefted with them, will find to 
prevail not only in their political meafures, 
but in every other tranfadlion in life. 

Your charge againft Sydney, is founded 
on this article in Barillon*s account of his 
difburfements, to Algernon Sydney 500/. 

If the fadt of his having received this 

money 
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money were ever fo uadeniable, ftill it tvoulcj 
be but candid to judge^ from his cham^ter an4 
condudt, that he did.it, not for* bis owi> 
.emolument, but more effedlually to fgpport 
un oppofition ta the arbitrary view of the 
Court. For it miuft be remembered, that 
we are fpeaking of that ehara<5ter, which 
Milton has commemorated in thefe honourable 
terms : Atquejidmeum — quod ego illujire nomen^ 
nojiris femper adhejijfe.partibus ^ gratuhr. 

Shall fuch a reputation be touched, by an 
un vouched extra d:, made by a fingle and 
fufpefted hand, from a depot into which the 
originals might have been foifted, and thofe 
falfified a thoufand ways, containing a charge 
that ultimately refts on the authority of a 
very infamous perfon, whofe intereft was. 
concerned in making it? Shall the names of 
Ruffel and. of Sydney, which have been 
fandtified by their fufferings, in the moft 
glorious of all human enterprizes, the 
redemption of public liberty, fuftain the 
fmalleft diminution of that high reverence 
we owe them, from an accufation fo weak 
and wicked ? 

And. now. Sir John, I mull take leave to 
tell you that there is not the leaft colour for 
your charge — that it is moft malicious in its 
^im, moft fufpicious in its manner, and moft 
impotent in its iflue. Retire then and feek 
confolation in the candid bofoms of that high 

and 
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md cbofen pair, who have adliiated and aided 
your attempt. * As they meant to participate 
in its fiiJCtefs, let them at. leaft ihare the 
infamy and opprobrium that will inevitably 
attend it, • 

1 1 have many pardons to aik of the Englifh 
nation, for reviving that national jealoufy$ 
which however neceffary, is always painful 
to generous minds. I am confcidus of 
having done it ^ not to gratify any little or 
malignant pailion. Nor could I help en-, 
deavouring to vindicate, from the malice of 
men as high in place as they are bafe in 
principle, thofe patriots, to whofe noble 
eSbrts and illuftrious fufferings we owe that 
£tee conftitution, which I hold the moft 
ineftimable of all earthly bleffings, and for 
\irhich I would willingly lay down my life. 

' HOLLES. 



To the Fr inter of the Public Advertlfer. 
Vitam impendere vero. Rousseau/ 

SIR, May 27, 177J. 

x\0 one who wifhed well to fociety would 
endeavour to reprefent the beft of characters 
in the moft odious lights, and in a long detail 
of men and manners, not let to public view 
6 one 
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one great and worthy example.-— Had the 
fame diligence been exerted to trace out 
virtuous adtions that has been ufed to imagine 
and rake up vice, the author of the Memoirs 
of Great Britain would have been efteemed 
and enrolled among the illuftrious writers 
who promote public virtue, inftead of being 
detefted and reproached for propagating 
falfehold and infamy. It hks been proved 
that he is interefted and partial ; his authorities 
of no weight, refting on a fingle evidence, 
and the truth and honefty of that evidence 
ftrongly fufpedted, and all againft the general 
tenor, pradlice and principles of the men 
who maintained them with their blood. His 
relations and comments, compared with fa(Sbs, 
prove his difingenuity, and warit of candour 
and truth. Sydney's return to England was not 
obtained by the court of France, but by Henry 
Saville, the Englifh Embaffador at Paris, as 
is evident by a letter from Sydney to him. 
[Sydney's Letters^ js^to.p. 104.] Mr. Pelham, 
at the trial of Sir John Fen wick, alTerts, that 
Mr. Algernon Sydney was a man who had 
that love for liberty and the good of his 
country, that he would not have faid, ** that 
the law of God and man require two 
witnefles to proceed agaixifl a man," even 
to fave his own life, if he had thought it 
inconfiftent with either of them. — {Sydney^s 
Trials 1 31-3. Barillon fays, the fervices X 

draw 
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draw fforii Sydney do not appear, for his 
connections are with obfcure and concealed 
perfons. — [Memoirs^ vpL 11. 287.] 

In another letter, Mr, Sydney is one of 
thofe who talks to me with the moft force 
and the moft opennefs on the article of 
maintaining the liberties of England and 
Holland feparate. — [liid^ 3^3*] 

It is a common and bafe pradtice to fix 
obnoxious names, and thereby ruin a charadler 
in the public cfteem, though with the 
difceming few, names prove nothing; the 
oames of Heretick, Deift, and Self-murderer, 
with the generality of the world, are odious 
and reproachful. 

• , The writer aflerts, that Sydney, Eflex, 
and Hampden were determined aeifts, and 
tjiat tliey believed they had a right over their 
own lives, — [I6id^ vol. i. 21 •] 

This alTertion is void of all truth and 
juftice; for how does he attempt to prove it J 
By the moft difingenuous and unnatural turn 
uf a paiTage in a moft excellent letter of Syd- 
ney's, to a friend who preffed his return 
home. — Shall I renounce all my old principles, 
karn the vile Court arts, and make my peace 
by bribing fome of them ? Shall their cor- 
ruption and vice be my fafety ? Oh ! no— • 
I hope I fliall die in the fame principles in 
which I have always lived, and will live no 
longer than they can preferve me. I have in 

my 
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my life been guilty of many follies, but I 
^ho.pe of no meanneik; : i.will not blot and 
defile that which ds pail, by endeavouring 
to provide for the future. I have ever had 
in my mind, that wh^n God fhould'caft me? 
into fuch a condition, as that I cannot fave 
tny life but by doing an indecent thing, he 
Ihews me the time i^ come when I ^ould 
refign }it.^ — [Sydney, p. i6, 4/0.] The plain 
and candid fenfe is fure no more than a' firm 
refolution to maintain his principles, and to 
fubmit to the part allotted him by Proyidendev 
His being a deift is equally void of trttthvs 
Bumetikyjs, he feemed to be a Chriftiabv 
but in a particular way of feis own, H-« 
thought it: to be a divine philofophy in the 
mind. — [Burnet^ S^^'} ^^ ^^^ condemhaJ? 
tion he exclaimed with energy, O Gk>dl 
O God ! fandtify thefe fufferings unto me/ 
and impute not my blood to the country nor 
city through which I am to be drawn. Let 
no inquifition be made for it j but if any, and 
the (hedding of innocent blood muft be 
revenged, let the weight of it fall upon 
thofe' that malicioufly perfecute me for 
righteoufnefs fake. In the paper at his 
execution he refuted the teitimony of giiilt, 
and prayed for his countr]^* Lord forgive 
thefe practices (the PACKING of juries)^ 
and avert the evils that threaten the nation 
from them ; . and though I fall a facrifice to 

idols. 



i(!ols, fl^fFer not idolatry to be eftabliflied in 
'the land. Blcfs thy people, and fave them; 
•defend tbint own iaufe^ and defend thofe that 
defmd it ; ftir up fuch as are faint ; direft 
^thcffe that trt WaveriAg. Grant that I may 
^die glorifying thee ; that at the laft thou haft 
jpermittfed nte to be fingled out as a witnefs 
of thy truth, and even by the confeffion of 
*lny opponents, for that good old caufe in 
which I Was from my youth engaged, and 
for which thou haft often and wonderfully 
declared thyfelf.— ^[*Syi/;/^, 196, 4to.] 

To the King inftead of applying for mercy^ 
he demanded onlyjuftice. He fays, fome 
through fear have deflected, from the inte- 
grity of their principles ; but I think there 
are many w^ho have kept their garments 
unfpotted, and I hope that God will delivet 
them and the nation for their fakes. God 
will not fuffer this land, where the gofpel 
of late has flouriftied, more than in any 
part of the world, to become a flave of the 
world, but will ftir up witneffes of the truth, 
Jttid in his own time fpirit his people to 
iland up for his caufe ^ and deliver them^ 
and in his goodnefs he did deliver them at 
the moft glorious and' happy revolution. 

I kttdw my Redeemer lives, and as he 
has in a great meafure upheld me in the day 
of my calamity, hope that he will uphold 
m^jby his fpirit in this laft moment, and 
. '. VOL. iif. L giving 
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giving me grace to glqrify him in rtiy ddath^ 
receive me into the glory prepared for thofe 
that fear him when my body fliall be dif- 
fol ved . — [Apo/ogy^ ,^98*] Are thefe prayers 
agreeable to the principles of a deift which 
are dicflated by the belief of a particular Pro- 
vidence and divine interpofition ? 

Oh ! (hame fo letters, ingenuity and truth ! 

I had rather my fon had turned his back 
in the day of battle than have injured the 
characters of Sidney and Ruffel. 

As conftitution might occafion the one; thr 
other has no excufe but mere depravity of 
mind. 

TIMOLEON. 
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LETTERS ON THE SALE OF PLACES. ' 

JufyiS, 1769. 

HAVING just now read a letter con- 
taining, by evident infinuations, a mofl 
audacious attack upon my ch'arafter, printed 
by you, in your paper of Friday laft, affert* 
ing a grofs and infamous lie from beginning 
to end ; I do hereby publicly call upon 
you to name the perfon from whon\ voii 
received the account yoU have prefiimed to 
publifh. If you are either unable or un- 
willing to do this, l-fhall moft certainly 
treat you as he author, and, in juftice both 

- ■ ■'■'■■■■' to 
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id m^felf and others, Who are eveiy day 
thus malignantly and wickedly vilified, I 
Ihall take the beft id vice in the law if an 
adiion will not lie for fuch atrocious defa- 
hiation, and if I may not hope to make an 
example of the author of it. 

The fcurrility in general which has been 
of late fo heaped upon me in the public 
papers, I have hitherto treated with the 
contempt my friends and myfelf thought it 
defer ved, and fufFered it to pafs with impu- 
nity j but this laft is fo outrageous, and tends 
So much to Wound my character and honour 
in the tendered part, that I am determined, 
if prafticable, to fee if a jury will not do me 
and the publifc juftice againft fuch a libeller, 
and whether they will not think the robbing 
an innocent man of his charafter is a robbery 
of the moft dangerous kind, and that the 
perpetrators of it will ftick at nothing. 

For the prefent, I muft content myfelf 
with only laying before the public the two 
following letters, which will explain to 
them all the knowledge I had of the deteft- 
able fraud, which has been taken advantage 
of to charge me with corrujption; a crime, 
which, of all others, I hold the moft in 
abhorrence. I defy the whole world to 
prove a fingle word in your libellous letter 
to be true, or that the whole is not a bare- 
faced, pofitive, arid entire lie — ^That it is fo, 

I. Z I do 
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I do affert, and I cajl upon any body, if 
they can, to difprove what I fay. 

Ct£ORO£ OKSLbW* 



COPY OF A LETTER TO MR. ONSLOW3 

llECSITtP T8B 27TH OP JUNt* 

SIR, Nisw IRond-Sireety June 25, i^6g^ 

I BEG. you will pardon my thus 
addrefling you, a liberty /I, could riot think 
©f, was any thing lefs than my family's 
bread at ftake — Some weeks paft my hufband 
paid a large futn of money (which gave us 
ihexpreffible forrow to raife) to a party, who 
proteft they are empowered by you to infure 
him, in return, th^ colle6tor(hip of Pifca- 
taway in New Hampfhire. I have been told 
this day one Hughes is in pofleflion of the 
fame, and the treafury books confirm the 
news. I beg leave rrpft earneftly to intreat 
you will inform me whether Mr. Hughes is 
under any engagement to relTgn, or whether 
we are duped by thofe who have taken our 
money. 

Mr. Burns has had the ftrongeft recom- 
Aiendations from perforts of undoubted 
veracity, and I believe, on all accounts, will 
be found to be perfeftly capable^and worthy 
of the employment .r 

Once 
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Qnie more I intreat, good Sir, you will 
cxcufe this trouble^ which is caufed by a 
heart almoft broken with the fear and terror 
0f a difappointment. 

With the profoundeft Refpedt^ 

I am. Sir, 
Your moft obedient, * . 

Humble Servant, 

Mary Burks»^^^ 



I • 



MR. ONFLOW'S ANSWER. 

MADAM, Emhr-Court^ y^^^^Vl^ ^7^t 
yOUR letter was brought <^Qwn to^ xc^ 
-)ijt]|er only tp-d^y, pr I fhoul4 b^^v^ jinfw^f:^ 4 
it fooner. Without having the ^^nour /^f 
being known to yeu or Mrj Purns, it gives 
m^ much concern that any body (hould be 
impofed upon a? you have been,, and a& 
piuch indignation that my ti^me fbonld be 
made fo infamous a ufe of. I fhouH have 
been^under an equal degree of fufprize, had 
I not this morning haa fome intiovation of 
the matter from Mr. Paw;nall and Mn 
Bradfljaw, and made fome enquiry into it 
of Mr. Watkins at Charing-Crofs, . with a 
determination to fift this fhocking fcene of 
Yillany to the bottom, and which I Ihall 
oow be encouraged in by the hopeajof getting 
you your money reftored to you, as well as 

the 
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the earneft defire I have to bring the perpe-i 
trators of this roguery to the punifhment and 
ihame they defer ve. 

For this purpofe, might I beg the favour 
of Mr. Bums to meet me at my.houfe in 
Curzon-ftreet about ten o'clock on Friday 
morning, I will go with him to Mr, PownalFs, 
of which! have given him notice; and J 
wifli Mr. Bums would bring with him Mr. 
Watkins, or any body elfe that can give 
light into this unhappy and wicjced affair. 

Till this morning I never in my life heard 
a iingle word of either the office itfelf, nor 
6f any of the parties concerned .: you will 
t^dge then of my aftonilhment, and indeed 
horror, at hearing of it tp-day from ML 
Bradfliaw. - ^' 

I am. Madam,- &c. 
-■' ' George Onslow, 

.; Since the writing of the above letters, 
inore of this fraud has been deted:ed,i and 
iuftheF erxq^ii^^y is making, in^prdpr tp bring 
the a£tor5 In it tp juflice. A wom^n of the 
name of iSn>it]i, who Jives near Broad-ftreet, 
IS the perfon who appears to be principally 
Concerned ip the fraud, the money being, 
it feems, for her ufe. 

i Having obferv^d, in a news-paper of 

the 28th of July laft, that it is infinuated, 

that I ha;ve beeri the detedldy of a fuppofed 

^ ~ crime, 
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crime, imputed ip the Right Hon, George 
Onflow; Efq. ' I do think it an zA of com- 
mon juftice to declare, in this public manner, 
that I ^n> intirely ignorant of the faid fuppofed 
crime, and all circumftances relative to it; 
except that I hkve heard the ftory mentioned 
ih common converfation, and conftantly 
treated as a "calumny propagated to injure 
Mn Oh floij^s: reputation. 
I ;* Manover-fquah J 
o':' \Aug.2, 1^6^. Hillsborough. 

I ..It tiaving, b^n fuggefted, in a letter 
idctreff^d to. ,^he Right Hon. George Onflow^ 
JJfq. pubiii[fte4 in, a news-paper, dated the 
aSth of July kft, that I was, together with 
WTi^. BradihaWj lent to Mr, Onflow, on th^ 
lubjeifl: of a fcandalou? tr^nfaftion, in whicl^ 
Mr. Qnilow i?, in the faid letter, floated to 
b^ concerned ; it is become neceflary for me^^ 
in jtiflijice to tha,t gentleman, tq declare that 
1 never was fexit to Mr. Onflow on that, or 
any other occafion ; but having heard this 
jJory, I thought it byt compion justice to 
communicate it to Mr. Onflow, which I did 
through the channel of Mr. BradfliaWv 

Wbiieha/ljAug\'Z^i'^6(). J.Pownall, 



>. 



[BY 



1$^: AfP^^HPl^* • 



[BY MESSIEURS BURKES.J 
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^ue/do)^- Sepf.6, t^J^'. 

jLtfORD Mansfield' has been lately left aloo^ 
in the Houfe bf Lords, ♦* All the obliged 
have deferted, and all the vim J* b Hcy: wha 
but a few days before, and MritbToch decided 
authority, had pafled a bloqdy fe^itcnce u^on 
'whok nations, hJas not been- a^pie .to regulate 
the tjial of one old woman, — [Alludes^ to 
tVe rernarkable ccmtrorveffy b^weqt Lpfd 
Mansfield and Lord Lyttpltori, oh the rnodef 
of trying the Duchets of K^itlgftolj ; t^^^ 
Hpule adopted Lord Lytteltori*s man ift^IW?? 
^ to Lord Mansfield V.}-4Hi? fUdic^ 



fjprence 

toh^ift was with a boy; and^ewas talfled^ 
^hefe indications of fome oddth^^, thougl^ 
ihey appear in flight matter^, ar^ 'wamwi^jS 
which a wife fn?*[ will not difdain f6 t^e, 
Ti^ey ought, in fotne xheafure, to abi^te th^ 

►ride pf power, and th? confidence in favour? 

"^b^y ought to fupple the heart, and to make 
It fiifcepdble of tne foft contagion of oi^f 
nature. They ought to difpofe ft towardil 
a feVoiirable tearing of millions of people, 
lately flourifhing, opulent, peaceful and 
happy, but now doomed to be the haraffed and 
perfecuted objeds of etern^ piracy, rapine, 
»nd devaluation. 

4 W 



. If Lord Mansfield (hould be found thut 
iJbftened towards. an unfortunate, rejecSiad 
branch of the Englifli raoe, perhaps in fomo 
ixipments of humiliation fa favourable ta 
clemency, he rhight turn his eyes on the 
Englifli ,ilock itfelf. He. might begin to 
iwfpi^fithat the fi^fferings of war cannot he 
confined tp one fide only ; and that our own 
jQiareof thefe dalamities .may b? worthy o£ 
ibrneiConiideraJtiqiT-,..: He. might feel the glory 
$£.biiming the petty; fiftiing town, Falmouth 
in ! New England, balanced by the taking 
oi St< y&bn^si he might think the ftealing 
\f\A>XQ:X}umwn^oi a dozen: or two of 
little, haney-cpnabed, iron fhip guns from 
a.defefted.wharf in Vitgmia^ of not quite fo 
tliiicl> iiiiportance as .the lofs of Canada. 
Though it is undoubtedly fome comfort tb 
infldt the few Provincial Officers we take, bjr 
throwing them with common t.m;en into a 
gaol^ and t.fome triumph to hold the bold 
Wventufer, Ethan Allen, in irons in a dungeon; 
in Cornwall i . y^ il may be thought not quite 
fo pleafant on the other hand, to have tha 
cotpfi of EngUih Fuzileers prifoners of war 
by capitulation, in Conne(Sicut, though under 
the tepdereft treatment from a mild, humane, 
»nd generous conqueror. The famine of 
3ofton, (which will vie in hiftory with that 
of Perufia, Ferufina fames y) the wafteof camp 
fJiftempers, the flaughter at Bunker's-Hill, 

the 



154 A^JFBNDtSf.^ 

the difpcrfion of tranfppfts, the ocean 
covered with wrecks, our Hanoverian allieai 
periftiing on the coaft of France, before the' 
eyes of thofe whom they had lately helped to- 
defeat ; the miferable ruin of the fin^nce^T'ol' 
this kingdom, and that back-fliding, whicK 
after twelve years\peace^ has- let us dc^wii^ 
into that condition of debt, in which we were 
Jeft at. the end of a war with -half Europe;^ 
All thefe confiderations may, ^at a calnvboury^ 
rife in an awful feries before lx)rd Mansfield jp 
ftnd, forcing one natural ^figh f6x the diftrSffe^ 
of humanity j may difpofe him to liftpn'to j(ft 
humble plea for peace. They may^ pethkp^ 
incline his ear to fober enquiry j whether etosij 
an imperfeft authori^y^ istidl mjere eligible 
than a compleat war? afid wh^theri^/^nil 
things confidered, the fpoili'of America- wiH 
lye, in - reality ,^ fo much a better thing than 
its comnnEerce? — 

Lord Mansfield's argument againft ^th^ 
prefent Colonies, from Ithe votes of one !of 
them in time pajf^ iwas cowmined in my laft 
letter. • ' '^ - '; •- 

I (hall now teke this bufinefs fn another, 
point of view. For a while I will go alopg 
with his Lordfhip, He (hall have granted 
to him not only all, but much more than he 
aflTumes. I will allow that the Journal^,^ not 
of one 9 but of ^// the aflfemblies, are full of 
factious rcfolution?. Having for argument 

admitted 
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adroitted this, 1 niuft beg leave to aceompany 
my conceflion with a matter oi faB \ which, 
' though it will not at allexcufe fuch contumacy 
in the Americans, it may abate fome degree 
of that aftonifhment and indignation, which 
it feems to excite in a veteran politician, who 
has breathed the air of feventy winters in our 
friimate, of clear and unclouded virtue. 

The Twelve United Colonies have twelve 
popular affemblies. The number of Members; 
they contain may be as large, within a trifle, 
as the Parliament of Great Britain. They 
^re probably about five hundred perfohs. Will 
/his Lordfhipafk, what douceurs zx^ diftributed 
^mongthe whole body of thefe Reprefentatives; 
I do affure him, on the ftridteft enquiry, I 
do not find that the twelve American Parlia- 
ments, and the \who\^ fve hundred men who 
compofe them, receive among them all one 
Jifth part of the value of what is held by one 
fingle gentleman, whom I could name, in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

It is not that the foil of the plantations does 
not yield the conftitutional ftaple of lucrative 
f niployments, But thefe employments are 
almoft all, with much more propriety, 
beftowed in aid pf a contradted Englifli civil 
lift, and as a fupport and fecurity to the 
independence of a Britifh Parliament. They 
are certainly better beftowed ; for I have 
fonftantly pbferved, that all thofe gentlemen 

who 



yifho h©14 Aworican employments, have heair 
the moil sealous of all others againfl: the 
infolent dainis of the Colonifls , and the moft 
4et6rmi(>ed r^fiflers of that fadtious and 
ilite^eiled fpirit, which dares unnaturally to 
infultfq gracious and beneficent a government. 
If we did not know to a certainty, that not 
a (hillijig U fpent in England upon eledlions; 
,^nd th^t the emoluments, fo liberally diftri- 
|>uted in Parliament, have no (hare in producing 
any paft pf that complaifance to government, 
which diilinguifhes our age, and puts to 
fh^fpe the ftubborn fpirit of our anceftors, 
w© might, inftead of being aftoniflied at fuchi 
ipil^nces of oppofition, be rather furprifcd, 
Jiow it has happened, that in popular a0em- 
bU?? fo little managed, the oppofitioiJ to 
government has not been greater, more fre^ 
qu^nt, more fierce, and more extenfive. So 
sp^ch rich compoil is laid upon the highly 
4reflred, and produSive foil of a Britifh rar- 
liament, and fuch attention is beftowed on it$ 
thorough cultivation, that thefe remote parts 
h^\e been negledled, and fuffered to (hoot 
out all the wild weeds of a vigorous, but 
uncultivated nature. Except infulting re- 
proaches, angry prorogations, fudden diflb- 
lutions, rejefted petitions, with n6w and 
then a challenge to difpute on the origin of 
government, (Vide Governor Hutchinfon's 
famous fpeech,) I can find nothing that has 

been 



bccA praftifed to ** tame the g'enius of the 
jftubbom plain/* or to mollify tne hereditary 
. foirit of independency, that is charged upon the 
American Affembliies. Under fuch indolent 
flegle<ft, and fuch churlifli attentions > I could 
not pofitively anfwer for the melfownefiS 
ttid tradability even of a civilized Britiili 
parliament. I (hould not however conclude^ 
from fome four humours in our Houfes of 
Pailiament, that a barren independence -w^^ 
th* objeift of their wiflies ; but that, Iik« 
jveevifli virgins, they longed for fomething elfe, 
Oppofition to the authority of a<its of 
Parliament is not a thing new in the depen- 
idencies of this empire, nor confined to 
America. A denial of that authority in 
touch greater extent, had once been very 
popular in Ireland. Molirieux^ one of theit 
moft celebrated authors, (a great natural 
philofopher like Dod:or Franklin,) a friend 
and a correfpondent of Locke, wrote a book 
which is ftill in requeft. The objedl of jthii 
book is to^prove, that England had no poWet 
to make any laws whatever to bind Ireland. 
^The affertion is not limited to taxes ; it is a$ 
broad and general as legiflature itfelf on the 
largeft plan. That book indeed was burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman here ; but 
the doftrines gained fo much ground /here, 
that the Judges who admitted appeals fo 
England were pcrfecutcd by the Irifli Houfes 

of 
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of Lords and Commons with the greateft 
rigour and afperity, and obliged to fly in ^ 
body to England. 

In cbnfequence of this a declaratory zdi 
Was pafled, aflerting the fupreme legiflative 
authority of Great Britain. Nothing further 
was done. No troops were fent, or employed 
to enforce obedience. Time was given for , 
the public fernient to fubfide. The appeal 
to the Houfe of Lords in England, was left 
to find its own way by its own utility ; and 
utility efFefted that which force could not 
have efFedled. The Irifti fuitors found an 
advantage in a judicature removed from local 
afFedtions and local prejudices. At the fame 
time the Irifti Parliament wzs Jhot&ed, inftead . 
of being bullied. The leading interefts '^ere 
gained. The ftubborn were foftened, and the 
angry pacified. By degrees, as it was natural ^ 
the ftorm was blown over. The Irifti 
Parliament kept its refolutions. l^ngland 
• received its appeals. No harlh laws were, 
pafled for the purpofe of a tejl. No tax was 
impofedfora /r/^/of obedience. Thequefl:ion 
of the right remains to this day open for 
the declamation of any gentleman in the Irifh 
or Englifli Parliament, and is frequently 
ufed with great innocence, as the interefl: or 
whim of the orator on either fide diredrs him< 
* In Ireland, it was not. only in votes and 
rcjfolutions of Parliament, that the authority 
* of 



of Grfeat Britain has met with oppofition. 
The reliftance to the trade laws by tumultuous 
violence, has been frequent and often fue* 
cefsfuL Wool was and is carried off in great 
quantities; and great mobs have frequently 
deftroyed imported goods in on^ of the 
principal cities of that kingdom ; while other 
mobs in^timidated officer^ from preventing an 
export of prohibited manufaiftures in the 
other. It is not long fince the exportation of 
live cattle to England was prevented by 
violence ; a violence at which the Magiftrates 
of Ireland thought proper to wink. Parlia- 
ment thought proper to wink in its turn, at 
that Violence and that neglecfl. - 

But if Parliament, on hearing of thefe 
diforders, had direfted the offending Irifh 
ports to be blocked up, until the King (hoiild 
think proper to open them : If, on the negledt 
of Magiftrates (full as chargeable on Ireland 
as America) an Adt of Parliament had 
violently fubverted the corporate rights of 
their cities : If, on the votes of the Irifh 
Parliament, derogatory to the authority of 
the; fupreme legiflature, they had* violently 
changed the conft^ution of the fecondary 
Parliament : * If they had refufed all peace to 
Ireland, until the banifhed Judges had re* 
aflumed their iujuSiion; .and until full, com-^ 
penfation was mad^ to them foritheijr lofTes, — 
there is po.dwbt that wujaJtw.^ M!;oul<i have 
I'jij fettled 



fettled our controverfy with Ireland, as it 
tnuft, if we perfevere in the prefent meafure^ 
fettle our controverfy with America. 

To this hour the dej^ree of fubordinition 
•which Ireland owns, is altogether unaf« 
Certained. Minifters complain that America, 
in denying our right to tax, has not ftated 
clearly the fubmiilion which fhe admits to be 
diie to the authority of Parliament. But has 
Irelanji ever recognized half fo much as 
America does in her letter to the people of 
England ? Is it true, that in the mean time 
ike is qui^t, dutiful, and obedient; and Ihe 
is fo, becaufe this recbgnition never was 
required? Her late moft* extraordinary fcom- 
l^aifance tb the Clerk of the Pells, and to the 
Vice Treafurers, thofe profitable fervants df 
the public, (hews that, in fpite of her 
Journals, and the petulance of her progenitor*, 
flie can ptove as fubfervient as can be wilhed 
W the convenience of adminiftration. 

[Charles Jenkinfon, Efq. Henry Flood, 
Efq» Lord Clare, and Welbore Ellis, Efq. 
by a late vote of the Irifti Parliament, have 
3500I. a-y ear each, over and above their 
ftxpences. The firft for life:} 

Ireland gives largely to all ptiblic fervicesi 
and what is infinitely more important^ to all 
private jobbs.-^ Why ? Becaufe it is fee' that 
gives ^ and ncA We that take. • 

Admiftfftrisktioa bde lately fumilfhed a fignctl 

proof 
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proof of their own opinion of the wifdoni: 
of enforcing all the rights of the fupreme 
legiflatiire. It was but the other day (the 
beginning of this feffion) that govemmenC 
applied to the Irifli Parliament for liberal 
grants, in order to fupply very large defi- 
ciencies. One would fuppofe, from the 
dodtrines of Lord Mansfield and his colleagues, 
concerning America, that the Minifter in the 
Irifli Houfe of Commons, iri order to fucceed/ 
muft have opened his Budget by an higli 
aflertion of the rights of the Englifli Parliament 
to tax Ireland Ij and that he had concluded by^ 
defiring them, on the plan of Lord North '§• 
conciiiatory motion, to fumifli fuch a contingent! 
to the fupport of empire as Parliament . here 
fhould thiSk proper. The proceeding of that 
fuccefsful Minifter was the direft reverfe. 
Inftead of getting the Irifli Houfe of Commons* 
to acknowledge this right, he himfelfm effedfc 
difclaimed it. He even denied, that the 
Englifli Miniftry ever had aflerted it ; and he' 
defcribed the fpeeches on that fubjed: in the 
Englifli Houfe of Commons (though made by 
nien in thegreateft oflnices) ** as nothing more 
*• than the rafli language of inconfiderate 
•• individuals/* (Mr. Rigby and Mr. 
Charles Jenkinfon.) Having very wifely 
difclaimed authority, the Irifli Minifter 
fucceeded by intreaty. If he had held the 
language there, which Englifli Minifters 
VOL. Ill, M held 
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Iield to tht j^ngliih Colonies, the ParUanieatl 
ef th?H kingdom would hardly h^ve beea 
pcrfuadiid to knd their troops in order to 
^bdu^ Ireland in America, The only 
dependent part of the empire ^vhicb is at 
j^eace, }s jt peace by Miniftry*s iif claiming^ 
BOt by ef^orcmg our right,-— The only revenue^ 
yi^hi<!h is ob|aine4y is obtained where the; 
power of iii^po(ingis repounced. Sodiffereut^ 
V> very different, \% imfubftantial theory frorrt 
Ibund pia<^ke I 

I Battf? myielf I have fhewn, that tW 
Oippa£ltk)fi to the extent of parliamentai^f^ 
powers h^$ wt been confined to An>erica. I 
Bavc (bewfi.» that the denial in Ii:eUn,d was of 
a ^r^f extent^ than that in America; an4 
therefore a df niat of a lefs extent (confined to^ 
tluj right to t«x) could be no. proof of a, formed 
<k%Q of iodfffinde^cy. on i\% part of thq 
Colonies, if dijni^l in a largen extept cannot 
eonvi(^ Ireljai^of the fame ofifence. I have 
ftiewa that the Parfia^njent of Ix!^^^ hievef 
made any foro^^l acknowledgn;ient of t^ 
power of this legiflature to bind that kingdpm j 
that the power of England there arofe froQii 
our not puftiing every point; and that tha 
aiitooi(hing ob;(equioi}fnefs of Ireland at this 
hour, is bwing t<^ oui; not having mado^ iiie of 
any oneof thoie methods of aflepting authority t. 
which have been recoijdipeftded and ujfediflt, 

Awfffkv 
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i^merida. All this fbrtns at leaft a p^tciumption 
mgaind the utility of fuch methods. 

I hope indulgence a littk longer in this 
JUitxlble plea to Ldrd Mansfield ^ on the trial 
^ Arttferica^ for mifprijion of indeptfidift^i . 
If in the end (what I will not imagine) thfe 
Judge (hould give a harfli charge, the Jury of 
the public may poflibly prove as refra^ory to 
the Authority of Lord Mansfield /as the Houfe 
erf pQers ha$ beeii on a late occaiicm ; and 
thorlig^ he diredts them to convidt, they may 
iftill with fome remains of Englifh firmrLefsi 
liring in the prifoder Not Ouilty . 

VALENS. 

(by tHE 6AM^.) 

. . Thurfday, Novi d, 1776.- 

IT ^ertiS to be in the nattiril cotitf^ ot 
rtkJrtgS, that meti are very fareljr bfoiight to a 
fenfe of guilt or folly, but through the mfedimh 
i>f fufifetiftg. We are obliged to thte Miniftry 
f6r hiviiVg placed lis in this fchbol of l^vholfri 
I01W difcipline^ ■ i - 

The mifcondufl: of the pttfeht war ^ill pf 
(itgtees lead the tration into a difpdfitioh i6 
tttqdire into the jiiflice of it. Neter was i 
Watf ttiofe op6n to an iitiparfiai fe^ariiitiaftieh 6f 
ft* fWefrits. N6 Glate of falfe gl6i^ iti tM 
tttkiutiofr of out Arti6rieah meafurei^ n^ 
Mddeft th* d[efe«s, orgiMedovtfjf tht^roH 
" ' u z of 
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of the drigmal plan. We have only to praf ^ 
that our inftrud:ion may not come too late for 
our amendment. _ / 

I cannot eafily cjuit the opinion, thaft 
however bitterly we may quarrel,, there is 
ftill fuch a bottom of goodnature, generofity, 
and good fenfe, both in the European and 
American part of the Englifli nation, as 
will at length incline the one to hold out 
unequivocal, iblid, honeji terms of accom- 
modation, and induce the other to meet thofe 
terms (though late and ungracious in the 
offer) with a cordfal and dutiful acquiefcence. 

.*' The Americans are at war,'* (fays Lord 
Mansfield, the great affertor of the plan of 
hoftiKty) *' they are adting on the offenfive-^ 
** whether we were right or wrongs we muft 
* * .proceed-s^we muft add violence to violence, 
** rigour to rigour — we are npt to difcriminate 
•* the innocent from the guilty— if we do not 
*• kill them, they will kill us.** . 

It is really fingular that a man in the cool 
decline of life, bred through the whole courfe 
of it in a profeflion of peace, a Ciyil 
Magiftrate, a Judge, covered to the chin 
with judicial purple, and bloodlefs unfpotted 
crminsy Ihould be diftinguilhed above ,all 
others, for, a charadler of hazard and defpe- 
ratenefs in his coun/els. Lord Mansfield's 
politics always ftand upon a precipice. When 
he a(aed with others, in advifi;ig the late 

coercive 
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coercive meafures, he alone was under no 
delufion. His eyes were broad open to the 
confequences . Knowing that thofe meafures 
led inevitably to Civil War, he ufed the fat-al 
expreffion and aufpice of Caefar, when he 
Hood on the execrated brink of that ftream, 
the crofling of which brought ruin on his 
country. He told the Houfe of Lords in 
plain words, that ** they had now paffed the 
^ Rubicon.** This Year heNl^xhorts them to 
pufli on that Civil War, in a manner fcarcely 
different from the . precedent of Csefar's 
fpeech before the battle of Pharfalia. But 
we are not yet hardened by this inflammatory 
eloquence into fuch black and decided enmity, 
as to unfit us for a temperate examination of 
his caufe and arguments. ** Kill them, or 
•* they will kill us T*— ^Alas ! my good Lord, 
Englifhmen cannot chearfully accept this 
alternative, which you are fo good to offer, 
until we are thoroughly convinced, that to 
kill them is not mortally to wound burfelves. 
This military adage, •• Kill them, or they 
^* will kill us," is as proper in the field of 
battle, as it is mifplaced and dangerous in 
council. When men have the bayonet to 
each other's breaft, ther^ is no time for 
reafoning. But mgn deliberating -at their 
eafe, are not in that defperate fituation. It is 
not therefore neceflary that they fhould be 
animated with thefe defperate fentiments. 

• The 



The Ip^ufinefs pf the St^tefm^n, aad th^^ ef 
th^Q^ne^al, oj^ght peyer to be confounded^ 
\t [s the ^irovinpe of the ]iattef to confide^ 
^nly ^oiy War is to be m/fde. Jt is the du|y of 
the firmer fonae^ir^es tq confide? how ww i« 
to l^e ^;i^M Rf!C<)B^iliatip)^t (re^^yn i>9g^ 
^iaitiQB, and cpnc^^p^. ?:nter in-to the plaa of 
the Stmefnaaytti though not in the pper^^ioia^ 
of the General, If Lprd M^sfield^s ft^n-, 
%in>e«,ts ftu)uld fr^Ya^U %s maxims pf policy*, 
ijt woi^ld foJk>v^, th^,^ >yb?n ^meo, upon 
\vi\^t?\3er g«roimds:, are dr^ver^ t(Q^ dra>y' thei? 
fwprds, th?fe mji^ft W n<?^ pe^boe. ^n^t^Qnt 
p^ty or the other ^ i & ^is^feainajted ., 

That; learned Lor4, reft$ i^mih ftP ths 
^e^;^^' war undertakeii l^y" tfeie Americ^?^ 
in (what is called } thi9 fcivafioA pf C^ijad^^ 
'I'lji.is, 1^<? adduces a& 3, proof of their defign of 
irvdependeijtcy. If v(ar ha4 been as muc^ 
LpiPqi Mapsfiejd's ftydy, as it feenjs to Ije hi.§ 
i^icljip^tipp^ h^ muft b»ve perceiv^d^ thaA it 
ney^s \y^s, nor- eve;;- , cpijld be. confijQi^di tq 
^rif^ defence.^ The very idea ie fujt of 
9ib&ifrdity. When WM is once biegup, the 
;^anper q| eoi»iglin<aing it, will be fu.qh 9^ 
bids th^ fakeft foj; fucc^fs.. It CQijifiIu.di?5 
nothing ppncer^ing the original, motive fpf 
hofljilky, nor concerni^ig the propriety cff 
impropriety of making peace- 

Tbefe Things ftand upon, groundis tot^ljjf 
diifer^ntj (;he defire pf indepei»leocy, lik^ 

every 
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tfveiy other motive to war, muft be judged t>f 
by the proceedings to that event. 

For inftance, I can conceive a cafe in 
which Scot/and might take up arms : Scotland 
mi^ht defend the terms of the treaty of Uniori^ 
even againft the unlimi table authority o£ 
Parliament, which that treaty, by ** a pri-k 
** pofterous parade of civil arrangements,** 
certainly does qffe^l to limit. I can conceive 
jn argument, that afts of pafliaitient might 
pafs to exclude- the lixteen Peers of Scotland 
from their feats in the Houfe of Lords— or t0 
Siher the prefent happy eftablifhment of the 
'Church of Scotland— or to chahge her laws^ 
for thofe of England— or oh the plea of her 
^ncreafe of trade and wealth, to raife the 
proportion of their land-tax. I can conceive 
tooihe pojjibilhy^ that many Murray s-, many 
.liumes, many Campbells, many Stuarts, 
many Wedderbumes, many Duadaffes, and 
many Elliotts, might take up arms in favour 
flf thofe limitations of the power of Par- 
liament, which the ad: of Union affe;£Is to 
efiiablifh; and not contenting themfelves 
Vith defending Sterlings and blocking up 
Edinburgh f they might enter England y and 
lay fiege to Berwick ^ or penetrate to Newcaji/i^ 
But Ilhouid not therefore infer^ that out 
i^orthem Kinfmen, who thus took up arms, 
were airtiing at an independency y^ which would 
(deprive fb many of them of the well-earned. 

emoluments. 
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emoluments, which are the confequencc of 
their connection with England, 

If fuch a cafe were to happen, I venture t<x 
affure Lord Mansfield, that I, and many 
Englilhmcn of far other confequence, would 
hear him plead in favour of peace, and for. 
/bofe rebels in 1776, with as mych appro-, 
bation^ as we felt when he pleaded forjuftice 
againft otJber rebels in 1746... If any Lord, 
heated with fadtion, or intoxicated with 
Court favour, ftiould then tell him in debate, 
that Engliflimen were not to look at the juftice 
of the caufe-r^that we muft not diftinguifh 
the innocent from the guilty— that his coun- 
trymen had ad:ed on the ofFenfive — that if 
we did not kill them, they would kill us ! — -. 
we might pardon fuch a Lord his prejudice, 
from our indulgence to his zeial; but we could 
never be brought to approve of his temper, 
or to adopt his opinions • 

If another Lord, at the expence of hia 
candour and judgment, fliould chufe to, 
difplay his knowledge in hiftory, and re- 
capitulate all the ravages of the Scotch from 
the earlieft times ; their natura,l adherence ta 
our natural enemy, France; their fierce, 
ftruggles for independency, notwithflanding, 
the well-prpved rights' of pur ancient Kings — . 
If: a third (for fuch a load of calumny would 
fee too great for the fhoulders of any two. 
ordinary arator§) ftiould cariy down the ftory 

/is .6 tQ^ 
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M the prefent day; if he fliould. flate the 
defign of a feparate fettlement of their crown 
in favour of the Pretender, from which their 
Chiefs were brought' off with fo much 
difficulty, and at fo great an expence ; if this 
odious remembrancer (hould then revive the 
memory of the two rebellions fince the a6t of 
Union, for the purpofe of deftroying that 
union, all this might found plaufible to fome 
prejudiced ears ; but I think in well-difpofed 
minds, it woujd excite the ftrongeft indig-r 
nation, I fliould rejoice to hear the thunder 
of that eloquence which Loi;d Mansfield 
would certainly hurl at the unfeeling fophiftry 
of this unjuft, invidious, and plaufible kmd 
of argument againft peace. He would have 
the hearts and applaufes of all true Englifli- 
men. True Englilhmen would not fear that 
Scotland would be made ungovernable by 
our lenity; they. would readily trufl: to the 
fraternal afFeftion of our Scotch brethren for a 
reftoration of lafting peace ; and with it, the 
rich Commerce of that country, and the 
fervice and fociety of thofe few of its natives, 
who might not think fit to repafs the TVveed, 
to enjoy at home the fweets of that liberty 
which their valour had purcha'fed for their 
country. 

- In this manner I fliould reafon on a Scotch 
rebellion growing from fuch a principl'e. 
I mean a rebellion tor prefer ving themfelves 

in 
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in a ftate of freedom ; not a rebellion for thitf 
purpofe of reducing themfelves and us to a 
eoitimon flavery. I cannot avoid applying 
the iame rcafonings to America. I would 
endeavour to make peace with both on the 
fivowed gYovmd of the w^r } and I perfuade 
myfelf, that whatever the language of a 
few North- Britons about the Court, or 
eacpecfting to get about the Court, may be, 
die body pf the pcotch nation t}iink and 
iurgue as I do. 

I have no right to endeavour at difcover* 
ing by divination the fecret motives of any 
man's condud: ; whilft the oftenfiblc are fuch 
^cs may fairly influence an honeft and a rea- 
ibnabk man. To fupport in argument, that 
independency was the original objedt pf 
American refiftance, we muft aflume, or 
prove, that they had no colourable complaint 
or grievance. Lord Mansfield has too much 
h(»our and good fenfe to affert, that there 
was nothing colourable or plaufible in their 
objection to their being taxed, in their cir- 
cumftances and fituation, without their CQn> 
fent. The practice on our fide may, for 
aught I know, be reconciled to principles 
of ftrid: formal /aw ; but we all know it 
can never be reconciled to any principles 
of liberty. The queftion is then, whether 
an attempt to govern^ them contrary to the 
principles of liberty, could be a real caufe 

n of 



mS quarrel, oi: was fo idle and frivolous, a^ 
to oblige us to fearcl> for fome pJher groiirvl 
of their condad^. 

Whatever the firft caufe was, or whatever 
^ifprders arpfe from it^ the Americans did 
not go to extiemiti^es upon that. It is fome 
proof of their not having prenoeditated a 
fehenie of independency, that they waited 
for fever^l other grievances before they 
took up arfns, 

Bofton loft its port, and the Colony of 
Ma,0aichu(ett*s Bay forfeited its chapter — 9 
juftly fays Lord Mansfield, but certainly 
without charge, evidence or hearing. Men 
jconfider the right of being heard, as of fome 
import m juftice ; if it be not. Lord Mans- 
fold's office muft beconie a finecure. Among 
other human frailties, men have a natural 
love for their local conftitutions and parti- 
leular privileges. Wc mufl allow that (how- 
ever merited) the lofe of a favourite fornt 
of Government will be ccmfidered and felt 
^s ^ very great hardfliip. Nations have 
jkhought an arbitrary and compulfory change, 
even of habits^ to be grievous. A form of 
go vemmen* changed, is a matter of fome- 
what mtore confequence than the compulfory 
deprivatioa of a flapped hat at Madrid, or 
being ftripped of the plaid, and forced into 
btseeches in the Highlands. — [The reader 
fieed fcaxce be toW, that in the year 1766 

the 
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the attempt to oblige the Spaniards by force 
to leave off a flouched hat that was in ufe 
among them, created fuch a difturbance 
among the people of Madrid, as obliged the 
King to fly from his capital, and made it 
neceflary for him to fend his favourite out 
pf the kingdom, who has never returned 
iince. Much lefs do we fuppofe it neceflary 
to inform the reader, that the permiflion of 
quitting his breeches, and refuming his plaid, 
is at this moment held out as a bribe to allure 
the Highlanders into the n^w levies againfl:, 
America.] 

The bringing the perfons of the Americans 
to trial in England, by a revival and exten- 
fion of a ftatute of Henry -the Vlllth; and 
the fending them by an original ad: of 
George the Illd. to England, to look for 
juftice on any foldier or Cufl:om-Houfe 
,Ofl[icer who fliould commit murder on their 
relation, — thefe have alfo fomething of the 
air of a grievance. I fliall fay nothing of 
the A<5t for preventing their fiih«ry, or of 
that for prohibiting all intercourfe between 
Colony and Colony,— all thefe have fiirely 
fo much the air of hardfliips (I mean to, 
thofe who fuffer under themj that I fliould 
be much lefs furprifed to nnd a people at 
length provoked to independency by fuch 
ads, than I am to hear them accufefd of 
originally fcheming that independency be^ 

caufe 
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caufe they refifted them. Men are not 
always ready to humble themfelves even 
before their Creator, and to acknowledge 
his puniftiments for tokens of loving-kind* 
nefs. With men they are more inclined to 
difpute ; and the arguments which perfectly 
fatisfy thofe who are . in hafte to inflict 
puni(hm€int, a|^ not quite fo convincing to , 
thofe who are to fuffer it* 

All thofe laws (which look fevere even in 
cold reading) preceded the commencement* 
of hoftilities, offenfive or defenfive. It is 
not true, that a defire of free fubjedtion is 
in nature the fame thin^ with a fcheme o£ 
independence; and we may fuppofe men 
eameft to preferve privileges, without re-- 
jediing government. 

. The Colonies, like others who have 
engaged in wars \^ith their Sovereign, had 
therefore their grievance. But there the like- 
nefs ftops ; for there are perhaps no inftancei 
on. record of a people in fuch a fituation, who 
have perfevered with fuch a pertinaqiousi 
humility, in repeating their fupplications 
for redrefs. There are few or no inftances 
of men in arms againft the ordinary authority, 
who have fo long confined their applications 
folely to their own fovereign. Scarce any, 
where they have religioully avoided all 
caballing and tampering with foreign Powers. 
None where they have fo nobly- paid their 

debts 



debts w the commerce of that poWet, tirith 

which they were at war* Whatever powei' 

we have df fub fitting without thetn, or of* 

sAing againll thtfm, is owing in a great 

fttcafure to their defire of avoiding a final 

rupture with lis. Men ahning at indepen* 

ilency could never have afted in this matiher. 

Whjr, in common fenfe^ftiould we be 

more irritated againft the Colonift than 

Ugainft other nations f or why (hould we ufe 

ether rules to prevent pacification, than wes 

life tow^rd^ a foreign pow^r? I Ihould be 

glad to know whether this mode of reafoning 

concerning old delinquency, or moderi^ ill 

defign^ was adopted at the late treaty of 

F^i$? Did the late Dtike of Bedford'^ 

jnftruiftions oblige him to a difcufiSon d 

Ae motives of France and Spain for half a 

century back ? I don't find thai our Court 

kad received any fatisfauftion on that b6ad« 

if the zeal and indtit&ry of Sir Jdnii 

Dalrympk, or Mr. Macpherfon have madd 

tny difcovery in- this curious mode of rtegcu 

ciation, they will: flavour the world with 

a new quarto volume for the informlwion ef 

future ftatefmen. In the mean time, I muft 

diink, that I do j uftice to the late Duke of 

Bedford (a man of fenfe, and a good pra^ibal 

UMin of bufinefs) in fuppofing that he troubled 

himfelf with no idle enquiries that ci^ld 

obftrud the work of pacification ^ I da^ iMt 

hear 
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Ibear that Lord Mansfield has ever accufed 
that Duke of a neglect: of duty* 

But we muft not tireat with Rebels! 
What hiftory is it that fupplies us with 
this maxim? Lord Mansfield will allow^ 
that the war againft Charles the Firft was 
a rebellion; Lord Clarendon, I believe, lliles 

it by pre-eminence the great rebellion^ 

does the hiftory of that time fupply us with 
no treaty between Charles the Firft and the 
people in arms againft him ? Go to earlier 
times. How was the conteft .between; 
Stephen and Henry? Stephen was con-« 
iGdered as an ufurper, and perhaps he was 
io. He treated Henry's partizans as rebels/ 
but thefe harfli names of Rebel and Ufurp^ 
never prevented negociation. Treaty and 
battle weat on, as it were, hand in hand % 
and at laft the conteft ended in a CQmpromife. 

The ihort and violent rebellion of Waf 
Tyler, Ihort as it was, yet afforded time 
for treating, and that too by the King iii 
perfbn. Does the Scotch hiftory fupply no 
imftances of treaties between the rebellious 
Lords and their Kings ? All hiftofies are 
full of them • Government often finds* i^ 
fafer to treat with her Tubjedts, and to 
yield too, than to rifle the uncertain event 
of arms. 

But in all wars foreign or civil, in all 
difputes public of private, it is utterly im- 

poflible 
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^oflible to terminate a controverfy while oiie 
of the litigant parties chufes to affume ^ 
fort of fiipernatural talent of difcovering 
the motives of men's actions ; and loftily 
tells his adverfary, ** I don't value your 
** offers and profeflions. I know you mean 
** what you don't fay; and I will not treat 
** with you on the avowed and ajiparent 
•* caufe of the quarrel, until my curiofity i^ 
*• fatisfied upon the ground of a fufpicion 
V which I am refolved to entertain/' I ani 
perfuaded thalt this learned Lord would riot 
argue fo inconclufively, or wafte his breath 
upon a point not in iflue, if the reatl object 
of Miniftry was to terminate the difpute; 
What his Lordftiip's objedt is, I who take 
the liberty of complaining of his faculty of 
divination, and who am, by no means, pro-^ 
vided with the endlefs line of his fagacity 
in fathoming the motiVfes of men^ do not 
at all know, — and certainly dare not guefs. 
But the effed: of the condudl of his friends^ 
in pertinacioully continuing and weakly 
condud:ing a war without an objed:, will 
inevitably operate to the difmembcrment 
of the Britifli Empire. 

VALENS. 
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Straff from a Letter to the Secretaries of 
State, on the Seizure of Papers. Dated 
May 19, 1763. 

1 SHALL take the liberty of offering my 
thoughts upon thkt great article of seizij^g 
Papers, \Vhich, I ownt ftrikes me in a 
very ftrong light. 

Bail will deliver every man from impri- 
fonment before convicflion, for any offence^ 
not capital. An illegal commitment may 
be correfted by the fummary interpofitioij 
of the king's courts-; and even perfonal 
teflraint, at the worft, can only to any 
great degree affedt the fingle perfon who 
fuffers it. I have not yet heard of a Habeas 
Corpus to redeem papers from captivity. 
Commiflions of gaol delivery do not extend 
to them, nor can they petition for trial, in 
order to force their liberty. It is not He 
only whofe papers are feized who is diftrefled 
by it, but every perfon in the leaft connedled, 
with him, may by the moft accidental cir- 
cumftances imaginable be involved in the 
confequences • Thefe go to the friend and 
the friend *s friend, and, in (hort, it is im- 
poffible to fay what may be the extent of 
their influence^ 

I doubt not but there is fome legal method 
VOL. III. N of 
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of recovering papers, as well a^ any other 
goods, which are unlawfully detained from 
the right owner; but I am fate the remedy 
muft, from the nature of the thing, be very 
jnefFedlual, if it was lefs tedious and trouble- 
fome, than I dare fay it is, as well as aU 
other proceedings at Iaw% The mifchief 
and damages occa^oned by the feizure of 
papers muft in every cafe be very great, in 
many infinite, and irreparable; fuch as no 
ironuderation, no reilitution can compenfate, 
no fatisfaiftion indemnify. 

Papers relate to the affairs of bufinefs 
and property/ the advantages, title, and 
fecurity of which depend upon them ; but 
that is not all. Every man, who has papers, 
has his fecret and confidential correfpon- 
dences ; his private ftudies, refearches, and 
purfuits, whether of profit, entertainment^ 
or improvement. His papers contain all 
thefe. The merchant has his fecret s of 
trade ; the philofopher his difcoveries^ in 
fcience. Every accurate man has the im- 
penetrable fecret of his circumftances ; the 
ftate of his affairs. Many have their Wi l ls, 
fettletnentSj and difpofitions of their eftates, 
fealed up in filence, not to be broke, but 
with their own heart-firings. Thefe arc 
to be found among their papers. A man*s 
riches may be there in things known to 
none but himfelf; and his poverty may 

from 
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frdm tKence only appear, the tlnfeafonable 
difcovery of which may involve hifii in 
irreparable ruin. Papers are the depofitorief 
of our fortune ; the truflees of olir credit^ 
character, and repuation ; the fecretaries of 
our pleafures. They are our cfofeft confix 
dents; the mod intimate Companions of 
our bofom ; and, next tp the receffes of our 
own breafts, they are the moft hidden repo-** 
fitory we can hilve. Our honout and fame^ 
bur iiftates, our amufements, our enjoynlents^ 
our ffiendfhips, an^ ind even our vices may 
be^ there : things that men truft none with, 
but ihemfelves; things upon which the 
peace and quiet of families, the love and 
Union of relations, the prefervation and value 
of friends, depend. Secrets that may coft 
a man his life ; fecrets (of which there are 
many) that thd* they can neither affedl life 
nor liberty, yet fome men would rather die 
than have diiCttvered j the revealing of which 
may render life infupportable, may diffolve 
every tie of nature^ loofen eveiy bbnd of 
fociety, and put an utter ertd to tne comfort 
pf exigence* 

It is for thefe reafons, that wife men not 
only keep their papers with the greateft 
care, but at convenient feafbns purge theij* 
repofijtories, and deftroy thofe that ought not 
•to,beJ>referved, after the immediate purpofes 
qf ihiem are anf vvered . They have above all, 

N a afpecial 
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a fpecial care into whofe hands their fecret 
pfip.ers fhall come, after they are dead : a 
precaution. that every man owes not only tp 
himfplf, byt to his family and friends, perhaps 
to his country • 

But whit need is there to enlarge upoa 
fuch a topick^? Every man's own mind will 
jgprefent the thing t© him in a ftronger Jight, 
than any lapguage can convey. Let any 
perfon, the mpA priyate and the leaft em- 
ployefi, w cQjc^cerned, in bufinefs, ftudy,: or 
forjrejQpo^dei\ce, paufe only a moment, an4 
cjonfider if he would choofe to have hi^ 
ifjpfejt ran^cked, his mpft priyate repofitoriep 
fjifled, f>j[s pfipers carried he knows not where, 
and expj9|f?(i tp he knows not whom. Lef 
lijliyi lijcewife jie^ed:, that in this matter every 
4paan is dependent upon afiother, in a Angular^ 
hilt wiavpi^able fnannejr , to an unfpeakahle^ 
p^ JQ^xtf i{;gbie ^egxee ; and dhat every perfon 
fiMy ifir^ grftft fln^eafiijie, or tpan equal efFed:> 
funer th^jfipie inconvenieijcies from th? mis- 
l9rtj^ues l^ppeningto his jrieitd, as if it bad 
Jjeffl^lep liipifelf : fo t^gtjjp proportion to i^hp 
extent of a man's connexions, and corref- 
fl^cpdence, 19 he expofed to this hardflaip, 
a^dto all the priifchievous ccpafequences of it. 

The ^Kioft fu^erficial thought upon thejfe 
things will fupiprfede the ufe of any argMttnenjt 
4a cony incen()ankind of the importantmifchiefp 
*tteftd3ii:^j 9A i &EWUR» QF Pap¥R?, pr Sp 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy them, that perfohal liberty itfelf is 
Bot an objedl: of greater concern than the 
ifecurity of repofitories is to moft men. 
• Is it not then abundantly provided for ? It 
is to be hop^d, that it is by the law of thtf 
•land ; but it would feem the prefeAt praftice 
of the Secretaries of State's Office pays no 
jtegard 2tt all to it ; if what has been publiftied 
to all the world be true. It has not been 
contradivSted ; on the contrary^ it is ac- 
knowledged. 

The Parliament, to make private corref- 
pondrfnce facred, has enafted that a (ingl* 
letter (hall not under the higheft penalties be 
6peiled at the Pbft-office, without an exprfeft 
warrant in writing from a Secretary of State, 
itt whom that particular power is lod^d, as 
6ne of the firft Minifters of Qovemment* 
What (hall we fay then, when we heiar that 
a perfon (it is of very little confequence who, 
but it does not leffen the imj^rtiaince of th^ 
Conlideration, that he is a MBMBFit oi 
Parliament) has had a.iX his Papers 
SEIZED, without information upon Oat hV 
by virtue of a verbal Order of a 
Secretary of State, ^vhofe powers as a 
Magiftrate {\xx which charad:^r only he afts 
itt this inftance) are no higher, it feems, . than 
thofe of a Juftice of Peace ; an Or v>zi^ which 
the Secretary of St^tte commatided to be 
carried into execution at Midnight, though 
tfee- meflenger Had either too much humanity 

or 



or too little confidence in his authority, to obey- 
that part of the order ; or perhaps had a 
greater value for his life, than to expofe it in 
fo mad an exploit, as a midnight entry into 
a m*n*s houfe without fo much as the 
pretence of a warrant naming the owner. 

The Papers have been carried to the 
Secretary of State's Office ; and there (as 
your own letters intimate) they have been 
thoroughly examined. The news papers 
have already publiflied fome of the privacies 
contained in them. Is this Law? Is it 
Liberty? Is it Government? Or is 
it Tyranny and Oppression ? If it is 
Law, where is Liberty^ If it is not 
Law, where is tHe Voice of Liberty ? 

3tiT can there be such Law, in this 
TREE Country ? One cannot furely read it 
inthe Constitution; and if it is in the 
ilatute book, or in the record of any court in 
the.kingdom, it ought not to remain a moment 
longer capable of being quoted tp difgrace the 
BEST form of Government, and difquiet 
the FREEST People. No Englifhman till he 
fees it read or is informed of it, can believe 
that there is fuch a Jaw in this Land of 
Liberty. Slavery itfelf could hardly 
endure it. It muft be 'the heaviest 
Bondage, even where there is no Freedom* 

To explain the mifchievous naturp and 

oppreffive tendency qf fuch a lavy, if there 

7 w«r« 



m^tt any fuch, is paft the power of words* 
To exaggerate the enormity of fuch pro- 
ceedings, . would be to infult the loweft 
underibinding in this countrj-, where the 
Genius of Liberty reigns. Such ads 
are little fhort of Sacrilege. 

We are however told by one Perfon in 
your office that every ilep was taken by the 
attorney zxxAfolicitor general s advice. Th at 
cannot be ; for the moft ignorant conftable 
in Weftminfter could have inftrudled your 
Lordfhips that a Verbal Order was a 
warrant for nothing ; and it is incon* 
ceiveable how you yourfelves could have 
jhoiight otherwife. Another champion of 
power, who calls himfelf a moddrate Whig^ 
vindicates the whole proceeding by faying 
with a perfpicuity peculiar to his own ftile^ 
•* The length of time and feveral precedents 
*^ may not conftitute an adl ftridtly legal, which 
^^ may not be literally fo, (thefe are his own 
• * unintelligible words ^) yet it will acquit thofe 
•* who adt conformable to precedents before 
*• uncontro verted, and believed to be legal, 
•'^ from any defign of ading illegally:, in the 
*• opinion of every honeft man.*' 

How there can be a precedent, unlefs in 
unauthentick rtiemory, lot a verbal order ^ is* 
not fo eafy to be underflood. This inftance 
will make none ; for no body doubts of the 
illegalily of it. The precedents of the 

fecretary 
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fecretaty of ftatc'§ office however, if there 
was a cart load of them, are of no authority. 
K they have never been controverted, then 
h only appears that they have not yet been 
judicially difputed. Hitherto, it is to bo 
feared, it has been too much fragili qu(erem 
iltiden dentetn^ now it may be found to be 
qffendet fohdo. The regifler of Sir John 
Fielding's, warrants deferve? to carry more 
weight* with it than the book of the fecretary 
of ftate's office. If that was fent to your 
office for a copy book, your Lordftiips, or 
at leaft your fucceiTors, would not hereafter 
caufe 4ny perfon to be apprehended by a 
Warrant that names no boby; which 
qf itfelf is an ofFehce for which a Chief 
Jiiftice in a former reign has been impeached , 

This ridiculous talk of precedents is 
fhocking to the firft idea of a free Go- 
vernment. They ought not to be once 
mentioned. They muft at the name of 
Liberty fhrink back into the gloomy 
eavisrns of tyranny, where fuch vulcanian 
thunder-bolts only could be forged ; as 
i|)e<5liies, retreat to their difm^l fhades at the 
words of ^ true exorcifm. 

There is indeed hardly any thing fo wicked, 
pr unconftitutional, but k precedent may be 
found for it, if the records of the ftar 
chamber i or the memorials of tyranny ♦ are 
^pe|c>;'t^^ tct as ^uthoriti^, The ^reat Al-?^ 
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GERNON Sydney, whofe valuable blood 
prepared the foil for ri^ceiving the fee'ds of the 
CLORious Revolution, was executed for 
high treafon ; and the overt a6l for which he 
died on a profane fcaffold, was that *precidujr 
Manuscript 'found- in his clofet, which- 
never had been publifhed, and was not 
Completed; thq hand- writing of which wa* 
not proved, a fiftieth part of it not produced, 
nor even th^ tenth part of />6^/ allowed to bcf 
read at the trial. 

But /;/ wbo/e reign was this^ cruel tragedy' 
a(51:ed ? In the bloody reign of /? Stuart^ 
Charles the Second, an unhappy prince, who' 
facrificed the liv^s of the very people who* 
called' him from exile, to the fury of hi^ 
defpotifm, and who fold the honour of his? 
crown fora penfion to fupport his itifaimfous^ 
pleafores.^^— -^-Who condemned the noble* 
Martyr of liberty? That arch traitor ofl 
his country, the moft infamous inftrurticnt 
of regal tyranny, and a' very butcher of his 
pwn fpecies. Lord Chief Juftice Jeffries- 
of ROTTEN Memory. * * 

Look to the reigns of a glorious Wi l li am, 
who nobly refcued and happily reftcred, and* 
of the tLLUsTRious Georges, who foi 
thefr imntorta! honouj, have built up, thisr 

INVALUABLE CoJJSTITUTIPN ; PriNCE||^ 

who have read the value of English* 
t-jB^i^TY in the^uftre of the Crown whiclv 
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XT placed iipon their heads ; Prikce^ ,\vha 
have eftabhOied the fecurity of the Pno- 
TESTANT Succession in their own auguft 
family upon thp fame ba/is with the envied 
Frfiipom of tqese Nations ; fhepilJars^ 
of which are not to be fhak^n. 

From tbefip reigns can there be produced 4 
9 precedent oi* lego} authori^ A^x fuch a 
SEicsukii: OF Papers as has happened lately? 
Po their d^ys fo much as fumiw an alloisjed 
example of the fad; to the fame extent ? It 
may be doubted if in the very worft of times, 
when arbitrary principles wpre rifing to the 
4pp of the precipice, from which at laft 
tyranny fell head-long with itg pwn weight, 
Uich things were avowfdjy pradtiied under 
the^^ of authority ; whatfsver mere power ^ 
or rather forc^ as irregular in its adls, as 
uiiconftitutional in its foundation, migh^ 
perhaps do. 

But what was the pretence of this lat^ 
violation of rights fo facred in their nature^, 
this invafion of properjty, in a critical poirvt, 
which comprehends every valuable intereft a 
man can have ? A perfon is fufpefted of being 
the author of a printed paper, which, in the 
judgment of the Secretaries of State, was a 
feditious libel, and the proof of the fadl is to 
be fifted out of his (nvn papers : for your 
Lordihips have faid in your letter, which 15 
publifhed, that fuch of the papers feized, ^s 

tend 



APPENDIX* 187 

tend to make out the guilt of the owner ar? 
to be kept, and ufed for that purpofe. 

The reafon is jnoil inadequate, and muft 
appear fo to every man, who is not beat out 
of his fenfes by the jargon of la\yyers, or 
confounded in h;$ own idea^ with the quibbks 
of legal nonfenfe. 

If there is a ciraimftgince that can aggravate 
the injury, which is in itfelf too great almc^ 
to be $:cmceived, it is this ufe that is to be 
made of the papers ; and nothing can fo 
much add to the Alarm which the praftic^ 
of Sf.izifiQ Of Papers muft give to every 
man« 

When a perfon is brought upon his trial 
for any offence, he i$ not bound, nor will 
any Court fuffer him to give evidence againft 
himfelf; but by this method, if allowed* 
though a man's tongue is not permitted to 
bear teftimony ag^jinft him, his thoughts are 
to rife in judfgment, and to be produced as 
witnefles to prove the charge. A man's 
Writings lying in his clofet, not pub- 
lished, are no more than his thoughts* 
liardly brought forth even in his own account* 
and, to all the reft of the world, the fame as 
if they yet remained in embrio in his breaft. 
When ALL a man's Papers are feized, he 
is at the mercy of his profecutors. Some may 
JDe ufed to prove a charge, when others, 
which zx^jupprejfedj would clearly exculpate 

ninj 



i$9 ^ APPBNIDIX. 

him of guilt. If was thus in the infamous 
proceedings which robbed that hero 6f 
patriotifm, the great Sydney, of his life. 
Scraps of an unjinijhcd manufcript tyere the 
evidences upon which he was condemned, 
when the fpft of that very writing was not 
produced. 

The rack itfelf is hardly a more inhuman 
mode of accufation, or tyrannical method of 
proof. Both are equally againft the firft laws 
of rtature i and nothing can be more unlike 
the benign fpirit of our happy cohftit'ution. 

In ' cafes of treafon papei-s aref feiized, 
though even then it is always done V^ith 
much circumfpeiSlion, and under many 
reftri(ftions as to the ufe to be made of them ; 
feiit that proceeds upon a qufte' diflfereht 
ptijiciple, a principle of Ifenfe' aMreafon. 

Treafon, in the genei^l nature of if, muft 
Be the crime of many. It.implies plots arid 
Corifpiracies, which are carrying on by 
Ciorrefpondence, arid are to be difcovdred' by 
fnpers. The fafety of th^ State, which iis 
fuperibr to every other confideration, makeS 
it necelTary* to ufe all poflible means to 
ikntiiafk the machinations of treafon^ that the 
di^dfedfVil effecfls may be prevented. Papers 
tfierefore may be lei^ed, and lelters inter- 
cepted, as arms, ammunition, and pth^r 
v^.ir!ike ftdres may be fecured, that the finews 
©f ifebellion may be cut. This is the fble 

rcafon. 
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reafon, and* en4 of feizing papers^ in 4 
treafonable c^fe, although thev may aft^r- 
^ar^s be ufed Sk§ pf oofs of fuch overt aBs pf 
t re of on as they , are conne<^ed with, or bejir 
relation to; fo as Iq make them Ije conficlered 
as a part of the profecution pf the fan>9 
treafonable purpofes i yet fujrely it cannot bci 
law even in Ca,fes of treafon^ nor (we hope) 
ever was law, ^ith any but fuch a judge a^ 
Lord Chief Juftice Jeffrie's^ that />^/?^rj' found 
in a man's doici^ not publijhed^ and uucoOt 
necfted with any thing but themfelves,. can 
cotiftitute 1^ cffme, or be brought as a proof of 
guilt. 

What does how-ever hold in /r^^;/, will 
not take place in other cafes. There is ^ 
certain necefTary rigour apd feverity in ib^ 
Jaws of treafon^ which would becrueUyi if 
extended to other crimes. M^ny things am 
allowed in the cafe of treafon, that, if applied 
to other matters, would be more mifchievpus 
in their confequences than the things the)? 
were intended to prevent^V 

It is treafon to con^p^fs or imagine (as i| 
is called) or, in plain Engliih, to contrive 
or intend the death of the King, if it can bt 
proved by any pv^rt ad: j and it could bci 
no more than treafon adlually to put th^ 
fovereign to death. It is not howevef 
murder, in, foro humano^ to intend, or evea 
to attempt to kill another man. There i^r 
6 therefore 



therefort no -example to bd drawn froitl 
vbat is or may be done in cafes of treafon^ 
to any other cafe; and none can be morii 
Uniimilar to it than that of libds. 

Publication is effential to a libel, and the 
criminality is intrinflc irt itfelf. The offence, 
and the effedls of it, both ftand upon the 
libel alone^ iinconne6ted with any othef 
thing whatfoever. There is not tnereforef 
the leaft colour of danger, or neceffity, to 
pkad for breaking through any right, or any 
privilege of the fubjedt, for the fake of 
difcovery or prevention, in fuch a cafe^ 
much lefs to trample upon thofe rights that 
are the moft facred ^and inviolable, and the 
ccmfequences of injuring them perniciouJi 
beyond topreffion. The evil is great ; the 
nufchief apparent. The, utility and good is 
nothing, or fo inconfiderable, as to be no 
object at all. 

To the mercy of any government even 
convifts may have fome claim ; the benignity 
of ours^ guilt itfelf cannot forfeit. Its 
fuavity, and mildnefs, in profecutions and 
trials; can be denied, or interrupted to none# 
Sufpicion, or accufation, do not annul the 
fights of innocence; nor rob the fubjedl, 
cither of the protedtion, or favour of the 
laws. Che lenity of juftice is, in England^ 
its digfiity. Fair trials, and gentle profecu- 
tions, are the peculiar glory of this country ; 

and 
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and no man fhoujid be deprived of any 
benefit, or advantage, his own filence, or 
the fecrecy of papers not publijhed^ can afford 
Co protedt him againft convidtion. As he 
can keep his mouth ihiit, fo his privacies 
ought to be facredy and his repofitories 
fecure. 

But if the partitions of a man's clofet^ 
(which is but another bofom,) are to be 
wantonly broke down, on every flight 
pretence, or trivial occalion, and what lies 
there locked iro in fecrecy, things that the 
world never iaw, and no man has a right 
to look upon, are to be expofed at the 
humour or malice of every, perhaps trading, 
juftice of peace^ (for fo lar it goes,) let the 
moft partial determine what muft be the 
confequences. There is an end of liberty, 
an' ena of confidence amongft mankirid. A 
fevere^reftraint is laid upon friendfhip and 
correfpondence, and even upon the freedom 
of thought. In Ihort, aFATAL blow is 
given to the moft precious and valuable rights 
of mankind ; to the faireft privileges of 
fociety. The thitig is big with mifchiefs 
innumerable, and inconceivable; the leaSIr 
of them not to be laid m the balance with 
all the danger of z^viy libel the moftjlfeditious - 
that can be publifljied, or with Ay thinjf 
Icfs than high treafon itfelf, which does^ 
and juftly ought to overcoirfe alf i%htsr 

what- 
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lyhatroevex of any individual, be the! tpti^ 
fequences what they may. If care is takert 
j» that cafe, th^at no harm be fJone which 
can poflibly be avoided, mot any unneceffary 
hardfhips inflid:ed4 it is all that can Uq 
expefted, and as much as ought to be 
required. 

dPrecedents of fei^ing the papers of printers^ 
Und publifhers, are cpJttiparatively fcarce 
worthy having any notice taken of them in 
a juft apd accurate confideration of this 
fubje.<3:. The papers apd repofitories of 
evCTy private perfon ftand upon a very 
i^ffetent footing. If ^ ^inongfl: tJbe/e any di^ 
tiuiStjon can be. nude, it is due to the cafe 
pf MEMBERS OF Parliament, for the 
fake of their Trust, snd of the interefl: 
their cgnftitujents Jiave in their freedom,, 
fccurity, and independency. On thefe all 
^nt valuable rights depena ; and they cannot 
be expofed to a greater or more dangerous 
Infringement thali an undue Seizors* 
QF Papers. It has always, for this reafon^ 
been the great object of the House oF: 
Commons, to prptedjt the Members of Par- 
liwnenrfrojn fuch illegal invafions. 

. The public may, perhaps, be. thought 
to have fome more power over thofe, who 
we ' ft foK of fervants of the public . than 
over private perfons i and profeiTed pub- 
Ci]^^ (io tt^ cafe of publications) are a 

fort 
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fort of public perfons. Their fhops and 
offices, therefore, are in fome fenfe, and tq 
a limited degree, the houfes of the public* 

Thefe kind of people, however, all the 
world knows, are foon frightened, and inti- 
midation fpeedily checks them. Minifters 
know it ; and therefore they ufe it without 
fcruple, and without mercy, when they think 
fit. How far. that fs- confiftent with the 
Liberty of the Press, or for the advan- 
tage of the public, is another queftion. 

The authority of a fecretary of ftate, even 
a hint from the office, and much more 
apprehenfions, examinations, arid menaces, 
will foon conquer thefe poor men's ideas of 
liberty, and make them fond to redeem 
themfel ves . They are very ready to purchafe 
exemption from a hard, expenfive, and dan- 
gerous profecution, diredted by power and 
carried on from the public purfe, at the 
expence of fubmitting to adts illegal, and 
oppreffive, for which a court of law, and ' 
an Englifti jury, would give ^mple redrefs" 
and fatisfadtion. No ftrefs whatever can 
therefore be laid on fuch inftances, if any 
can be cited; but, at any rate, precedents 
oifa£l are not at all, or in any cafe, to be 
regarded. Legal Precedents are thofe 
whofe authority ftands upor> trial, and judicial 
decifions of courts of law, in Times of 
LiB,ERTY, and Justice. 

VOL. m. O If 
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If there have been any examples of 
ixTidxie feizure of papers^ fo far from being 
precedents to jujlify^ or even to e:^cufe the 
pradtice, they afford the ftrongeft reafon 
in the world for giving a timely and effec- 
tual check to it ; that it may no longer 
continue to be the grief and burthen of the 
fubjecft. 

Precedents which have the Jhew of autho- 
rity, from the fandtion of courts, though 
of arbitrary and unjufl judges, in times too 
of tyranny and oppreffion, can only be 
mentioned to be fcoraed, and inveighed 
againft, in days of Liberty and Justice; 
or to be fet up as beacons to wam againfl 
fhe fhip wrecks, which the rocks and quick- 
fands of arbitrary power have occafioned, 
;n former ages. 

But in the hakyon days of Liberty, 
when Justice is adminiflered with Purity, 
.care will be had to avoid precedents of 
Jeeming authority, to givq^ to proceedings 
that are arbitrary^ and oppreflive, the appear- 
ance of being legal. It is the inore neceflary 
to do it, becaufe precedents of fuch times 
will have weight from the character of the 
times. Bad and illegal precedents of fa£i 
cannot be too foon; nor too feverely corrected ; 
Hot only for the honour of the government, 
and^the prefent Security of the fubjedt, but 
that they may not remain to be quoted in 

fycceedingr 
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fucceeding, and in worfe times, if* fuch 
ftiall ever be the curfe of this country^ 
except as authorities againjl any attempt 
to imitate the pradtices formerly condemned, 
and efFedtually to prevent their being re- 
newed or repeated. 

Every true ^pRiiiKD of Liberty 
therefore will anxioufly defire to fee this 
queftion have a fair trial, that he may 
know exactly how the law ftands, and be 
fully apprized of his danger ; fo that all 
may provide againft it the beft they can. 
If on every pretence or fufpicion of a libel, 
or of what not only a fecretary of ftate, but 
the loweft magiftrate of the peace, may 
pleafe to deem one, in which Politics, 
rARTY, Prejudice, and Resentment, 
will always have a great influence, our 
Houses, and our Friends* Houses, are 
to be open at all hours and under all cir- 
cumftances to every prowling officer of the 
crown, actuated by curiofity, intereft, defign, 
or revenge, he will be the wifeft man that 
correfponds the leaft with others, and the 
moll prudent who writes very little, and 
keeps as few papers as he can by him^j 
None but a fool in this cafe will have any 
fecrets at all in his pofleffion. 

That no fuch Badge of Slavery doe« 
yet exift in this country, is ftill believed^ 
That it never may exift will naturally bt 
the wi(h of every Eijigjlishman* 

% Extra^ 
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ExtraSl from the Letter from Albemarle^ 

Street to the Cocoa-^Tree. 

H/VERY good man wiflies the whole 
nation were agreed in Revolution principles 5 
and if we are one, in that refpeft, our name 
miift be one. The fire of conteft might 
then, without preying on the vitals of 
national happinefs, wafte itfelf in the diver- 
lity of political attachments, and ftruggles 
for power; the difputes about which, are 
the natural offspring of a free conftitution, 
and generally conducive to its vigour, as 
changes in it are oftentimes neceffary to 
promote the public good. 

In a country like this, when men of found 
principles contend for influence, (and if they 
do not, it can only be becaufe there is a 
penury of great ftatefmen, which is a fign 
of ftagnation, rather than a mark of health,, 
in the political body;) they muft not only 
be rivals in abilities, but emulate each other 
in zeal, and attention to the general welfare; 
which is the fair road to elevation, and the 
only flability of preferment, in popular, and 
mixed governments. 

Our national parties fprung up, with their 
unhappy names of diftincSlion, in days when 
the encroachments of the Crown threatened 
the fubverfion of the conftitution. James I. 

taught 
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taught a fyftem of prerogative, confifterit 
with nothing but fla very; and his defcen- 
dants, corrupted with his falfe principles » 
obftinately purfued his perverfe plan, to 
their own ruin. The unbridled attempts 
of arbitrary power neceflkrily produced 
oppofition, then rejfiftance, and at laft ended 
in the expulfion of a race of tyrants ; ja 
fucceffion of which had difgraced the throne, 
and all but deftroyed this country, when 
their own family fell the miferable vi<3:im 
of their irreclaimable attachment to defpotifm. 

If there are yet amongft us any wretched 
remains of thole parties, they are the tattered 
rags of a direful warfare, between the 
ftretches of prerogative ipd the defence of 
liberty ; between the faithful friends of, % 
limited, mixed monarchy, and the traiterous 
advocates of abfolute, and^ arbitrary foyer 
reignty: a difpute, one fhould thjnk, too 
unnatural now to be brought back from th^ 
dead. - ; -a 

The. difagreeable diftindtions that herpt05- 
fore have prevailed, muft be placed to the 
account of th^ times, and the circnmftance$ 
of the nation; but the fortunate change ift 
thefe ftiould now foften into general har- 
mony all former animofities, and eradicate 
unnatural, and deftrudtive prejudices. If 
there is a diftindtion* let it only be between 
honefl men, and thofe who do not deferve 
\ thft 
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the name; between thofe who will do any 
thing for fomething, and thofe* who will 
not, on any account, do what ought not 
to be done. Let the honour and intereft, 
the glory and profperity pf the nation,, the 
juft power, and true dignity of the crown> 
and the rights of the fubjeft, be, as in 
truth they are, the common caufe ; and the 
principles of allegiance, and liberty, the 
cement, of adherence to it. Thofe who, 
from any motive, can defert that caufe, or 
deny thofe principles, will, with their 
country i fland in the light in which their 
own criminal and contemptible condud: fo 
juftly places th^m. 

If the Hoyfe of Commons fhould relin* 
jquifh the right, or decline to ejcercife the 
power of rTfolving with the dignity, and 
authority of parliamentary declarations, upon 
points of high concernment to the liberty pf 
the fubjedt, and elTential to the prefervation 
of our freedom, efpecially in the cafe of 
violations in the perfons of their own 
Jfuembers, they woujd ceafe to be the grand 
Inqueft pf the nation, and furrender 'one pf 
their highefl trufls. * 
•^ For parliamentary refolutions ?ire not like 
the words of a drunken porter^ fay fo who 
will.— -[In the debate on General Warrants, 
Sir Fletcher Norton faid, he fhould pay no 
inojre regard to a refolution of the Hoiife of 

Commons. 
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Commons, than to the words of a drunken 
porter in Co vent-Garden. ]—^One Ihould 
think England could not have bred a nfian, 
I had almoft faid a — , who would talk ia 
fo ridiculous i manner : and no body has 
more reafon to ftand in awe of parlianrient, 
than fuch as are capable of holding a lan- 
guage fo difrefpediful to it, fo derogatory 
to Sbe great srcurity of the WA'tiON. 
It muft proceed from ignorance of the con- 
ftitution ; and to confute the nonferife, would 
be fuppofing it is not what it really is. 
Lawyers, who afe generally fettered with the 
tmramels of their profeffion, niay fay, a^ 
-they fometimes have faid, that votes of the 
commons are ^lot confidered as laws— 
** Neverthelefs, (as the author of the beft 
conftitutional hiftory of England fays,) fuch 
is their effed:, th^,tjew perjons are fo hiirdy 
as to a6t direcSUy contrary to thefe decifioni 
of the commons, fince it is, in fome melfure, 
to oppofe the fentiment of the people whom 
they reprefent. Befides, an ad:idh diredlly- 
contrary to a vote of the houfe, is liable to 
be queitioned, when leaft expe^ed,. arid 
draws upon the adlor the indignation of 
the houfe/' It may alfo be remembered, 
that there are not wanting inftances of par-i^ 
liaments declaring things done agaioft liberty, 
heinous crimes ^ even in an Attorney General. 
The objeft in view was not barely td 

condemiV 
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condemn general warrants without name: 
for that the Houfe of Commons did, even 
in the reign of Charles II. and impeached 
k Chief Juftice of England for granting 
them ; though the revival of the pra^ice 
loudly called for a frefh check to fo dan- 
gerous an evil. — Depriving the fubjeA of 
his liberty withoUt a charge upon oath, or 
fornething as ftrong, is equally illegaL— ^ 
Clofe conifinement for a bailable offence ; 
arbitrary evafions of the habeas corpus; 
and above all, the unwarrantable feizure of 
papers ; were objects highly worthy the. 
weightiest interpofition, and an- adequate 
puriifliment. 

We defired refolutions to vindicate the 
principles of the conftitution, and invigorate 
the nerves of liberty ; to fhew that a due 
fenfe, and a becoming regiard to it, infpire 
the reprefentatives of a free pepple : that 
the juft apprehenfions of thofe who choofe 
them, to be their defenders and protedlors, 
are not to be treated as the dreams of fancy, 
or the murmurs of fedition j nor the voice 
of freedom difregarded as the language of 
riot, or curbed as the petulance of faftion : 
that the fundamentals of liberty are not to 
be taken up, only to be laid afideas things 
of no moment, and (huffled into the heap 
of unimportant, and impertinent matter,, 
that compofes the dreg of public confulta^ 
tion^i and the refufe of free debate. 
. ^ Judicial 
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Judicial refolutions of Parliament, feafon- 
ably interpofed, in vindication of !he con- 
ftitution, not in: gratification of men's 
paflions, partialities, and refentments, upon 
great and general doftrines of magnitude 
fufficient to draw out its fupreme jurifdic- 
tion, arethe known, the natural, fafe, and 
(notwithftapding the bold fcorn of any 
officer of the law, however high), th* 
moft operative proted:ion of liberty. Thefe 
refcue, and reftore things to their right 
condition :. they do not create, or enacS,* 
but a<5tuate, and afcertain what aheady has 
a re^al exiflence, and ought to be in full 
vigour: they brighten^ and illuftrate the 
principles of the conftitution, that threaten ^ 
to languilh, and fade ; they quicken, and 
enliven thofe that are in danger of decay, 
and annihilation. 

You, the WORTHY gentlemen of the 
Cocoa-Tree, have honourably diftinguifhed 
yourfelves among the friends . of liberty. • 
Your country, with gratitude, proclaims 
your merit; and the voice of liberty will 
Ipudly found your praife. . Welcome inta 
the bofom of a free people, and to be nunxw 
bered amongfl: the beft Citizens! You 
have followed the example of the venerable 
heroes in the caufe of liberty, to whofe 
courage in the fenate, and the field, we 
owe the prefervation of the conftitution, the 
^ maintenance 
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maintenance of our freedom. You have 
but to perfevere in the fame glorious path^ 
and your fame will be recorded with their 
immortal renown. 

Could you defire a nobler tcftimony to 
your fervices than one you have? You 
ihare the large applaufes of fo many brave 
patriots, who on the fame trying occafion^ 
with undaunted boldnefs, contended for the 
juft rights of their country. Amongft the 
foremoft ftands a gallant general, pointed 
• out for fupreme command, by the unani-' 
mous voice of his grateful country; in 
whofe manly fpirit, a well-tempered tnix-^ 
ture of generofity, and frugality, fecuresr 
the foundations of true dignity : reAowned 
for bis prowefs, more diftmguiflied yet by 
his patriotifm; who trifly poffeffes that 

ANIMUS IN CONSULENDO LIBER, ffeoue- 

deliSlo^ neque Ubidini obnoxius : a brave Ion 
cf Mars, who follows not alone, but accom^ 
panied by many, his Ipirited companions 
of the war, wherever liberty lead^; who 
pleads her caufe at home, with the fame 
ardor that he fought her battles abroaid ; 
wreathing tne laurels of th© camp with 
the garlands of the fenate; whof thinks, 
and mews, that honour is not confined to 
military fervice, but is equally facred in 
all fituations, and in all capacities. There 
k fortitude which dc/pifes da4iger, and defies 
7 difmijfion j 
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^fmijjioni the independent fpirit that makei^ 
the MAN ; the magnanimity which crowns 
the HERO; — the bold foldier, the intrepid 
fenator, the fine gentleman, the warlik^^ 
advocate for liberty! England has a Con- 
way, the powers of whofe eloquence^ 
inspired by his zeal for the objed:, animated 
with the fire of true genius, and furnifhed, 
with a found knowledge of the conftitution, 
at once entertain, ravim, convince, conquer. 
Such noble examples are the riches of the 
prefent age, the treafure of pofterity.— ^ 
Sape audivi civitatis nojirce prceclaros viros 
folitos itadicerej cum majorum imagines 

INTUERENTUR, VEHEMENTISSIME SJBI 

animum ad VIRTUTEM ACCENDI. ScU 

licet non ceram illam neque Jiguram tantam 
vim in fefe habere i Jed memoria reruift' 
gejiarum^ earn fiammam egregiis viris in 
peBore crefcere^ . neque prius fedari^ quam 
virtus eorumfamam atque gloriam ad^equaverit . 
The hondl, and fpirited, condud: of the 
found part of tlTe Cocoa-Tree, has done 
much towards reducing the ftate pf parties 
to thai ground on . which a divifion cannot 
long fubfift, or efFecH: great harm. The! 
banner of prerogative, which was wont ta 
be the much-loved regal enfign, will not now 
triumph over the ftandard of liberty, which 
always was the favourite enfign of the 
people. . 

If 
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If honeft men, that have been called 
Tories, are upon the fame bottom, and of the 
fame principles with honeft men who ad: like v 
Whigs ; the ignominious remainder of either 
name may call themfelves, or be called by 
others, what they pleafe. Their condudt ' 
win ftamp their charadler, the original of 
which is of an older date than any party 
name now exifting, and will continue long 
after time has blotted out the remembrance of 
the worft of them. 

^ For the laft fifty years, the Tories have 
called themfelves the patrons of the people ; 
arid the Whigs thought they were the 
defenders of liberty, the fupport of the 
proteftant fucceffion, and the pillars of the 
conftitution. If the charadlers were real, 
the difference between them was to feek. 
But unfortunately they differed in their 
opinions of each other, not without caufe, 
or they might long before now have been 
happily united, and the names of diftindtion 
annihilated. 

Two reigns of the Houfe of Brunfwick 
have not, that I know of, afforded a debate 
upon any real queftion concerning the liberty 
of the fubjed. The reafon is obvious that 
the favourite objed: of their government was 
more amply to fecure it. 

An important queftion of liberty, however, 
brings charader^s to the teft, and tries the 

fincerity 
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{incerity of former profeffioijs ; it elucidates 
principles, and unmaflcs pretences. Thofe 
who ftand forward in that glorious caufe, are 
the true patriots, the found whigs, come 
from where they will, and whatever nam<& 
they go by. They breath the fpirit of the 
revolution, and ftrengthen the bands of our 
fecurity. Formerly the only diftincflion has 
been, (but it muft no longer continue to be 
fo,) between cou7itry gentlemen and courtiers': 
it is now betwixt the friends of liberty^ and 
thejlaves of power. Arthur's, or the Cocoa-* 
Tree, Albemarle-ftreet, or St. James's, arp 
not able to confound things under a Babel of 
names. St. Stephen's Chapel itfelf cannot 
chriften thofe that are againft liberty, Whigs ^: 
or thofe that are for it, Torys, as long as we 
can read the principles of the revolution 
without the help of treafury-opticks. The 
diftindlion between Whigs and Tories was 
founded in the ftruggle between prerogative 
and liberty ; a Tory therefdre who befriends; 
liberty is a contradid:ion ; the characfler, 
excluding the name: by parity of reafon, a 
nominal Whig, who is againft liberty, is 
equally inconfiftent, the condud: being in* 
compatible with the appellation, 

A rank Tory is bad ; but a rotten Whig, 
if poffible, is ftill worfe. The firft has 
the credit of confiftency, if it is his original 
principle^ and he has never quieted his 

4 fcruples 
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fcruples with the profits of compliance. The 
other is a reriegado, who renounces his 
con virions ; forfakes his firft love ; and cuts 
off the breafts that nourifhed him. With 
whom thefe gentlemen fhould affociate, I 
tm at fome lofs to know. Their only fit 
Companions feem to be rotten Tories, who 
retain their principles, or rather their pre- 
judices, and make gain of changing their 
profeffions. Let rotten Whigs and rotten 
Tories then, go together; and who will 
envy their fociety ? But an Adminiftration, 
fupportedby fuch a confederacy, muft indeed 
be of a ver}'' black hue ; and its continuance 
may be judged of from the rottenefs, fragility, 
and incoherence of its props. Nor need any 
that comes after be afraid of wanting the 
fame affiftance, if they ha\e a job to do, 
which better men will not undertake. Thofe of 
fuch flexible tenets, and pliable difpofitions. 
Will always be help at hand, ready to offer 
their fupport, upon proper terms, and eafily 
turn with the tide ; being very accommodating 
in their nature. 

The favourite cry has, of late, been, to 
abolifli all party names. But managed as it 
J.s, I know nothing, that has tended more, 
than this very cry, to revive, and keep up„ 
what moft people were very ready to forget* 
I own, however, I am for the propofirion, 
but I wilh to go a great deal farther. For 

extindlioi*. 
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extindibri of names will go a very (liort way 
to a coalcfcence of parties. It is beginning 
at the wrong end. The axe muft be laid to 
the root or the tree. Let us cut up the 
foundation of the difference : names will, 
like the (hadow, follow the fubftance. Till 
/'We have but one principle, we? cannot be of 
one name. 

No body, I dar^ fay, ever thought ; and 
no friend to his country ever could think, of 
profcribing men for a name ; or of barring 
the converfion of the rankeft Tory that ever 
exifted. I am fure the praftice has been the 
contrary. Witnefs the lift of honours, and 
ofEces, in the laft reign i witnefs how many,, 
who had been called Tories , not to fay even 
real Jacobites, were well rewarded for coming 
into court, where their defcendants now 
flourifh, with the additional comfort, of 
daring to avow, and a<ft, upon the fame 
principles of prerogative, and arbitrary pow^r^ 
which their anceftors were paid for pretending 
to renounce. The fathers, by a feafonable 
hyprocrify, made their own terms ; and , like 
theprodigal, always got the beft garment. 

The great minifter, who conducted thi$ 
country to a pitch of glory it never faw before, 
tnade it the labour of his adminiftration to 
cxtinguifh parties, as well as names : and it 
is a merit, that cannot be denied l^im, that he 
was more fticcefsful in the patriot defign, 

thao 
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than perhaps any of his predeceflbrs were, or 
than any but himfelf will, for a long time, be. 

When he was ?t the helm, there feemed 
to be but one heart, and one mind, in the 
nation. His condud: commanded an una- 
nimity fo aftonifliing in degree, and fo 
amazing in its effed:s, that thofe who are 
now difpofed to find fault, though their own 
acquicfeence made part of the general confent, 
can only call it an intoxicated unanimity: a 
refledlion which does as little honour to 
themfelves who now pretend to murmur, and 
did not before remonftrate, as it does juftice 
to the true fpirit of the nation, which then 
was fatisfied, and ftill is content with what 
was before univerfally approved. Unhappy 
is it for this country, that fome of the 
labourers fainted before the harveft was 
gathered ! < 

Honeft men did then as they do now ; for 
Integrity is a confiftent character. On the 
fame principle of love to their country, they 
fuppojted her liberty againft foreign enemies, 
and defended it from domeftick violations. 
In jthe days of concord, even the rank Tory, 
and the reprobate Whig; — the moft rotten- 
bearted of either name were dragged along 
with the ftandard of liberty, as the trophies 
of a triumphant adminiftration, the meafures 
of which {filled the voice of oppofition, and 
filenced the whifpers of complaint. Men of 

all 
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ali. denominations and charaders went one 
way, becaufe there was not another road 
open. When an opportunity offers, principle 
and pay fciTeen the nlultitude : the found and 
the fordid, tHB fycophant andthefincere* then 
part: profpedls, promifes, and proVifion, 
draw away the hungry, the greedy, and the. 
gaping : virtue can only carry the virtuous 
and upright. When thofe who carry the 
bag (hew the way, ih^fieling intereft will 
always be on that fide. 

Mark^ however, the importance of the 
chara(5ler of condudtors | the greatnefs of 
the difference between Tories when compelled 
to follow a Whig Leader, and when making 
a true Tory fyftem. We have feen Tories^ 
under Whig conduct, fupporting Whig 
rneafures^ and adopting Whig maxims : ' if 
fuffered to aft on Tory principles, we perceivte 
liberty can only be fafe, by keeping out of 
their reach. Tories, when they take the 
lead, will wound, not protect her, if fh€? 
comes in their way. 

We had a Minifter; alas ! that we have 
not him ftill ; who has not only faid, but 
fliewn that it was the pride of his heart to^ 
humble the foreign enemies of his country,* 
and who thinks he cannot fpend thfe laft 
remains of his health in a better caufe, thaii 
ftruggling to maintain the great barriers of 
the conftitution,afrert the rights of thefubjc<5t', 
. VOL* Hi. P and 
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and proteft thfeir liberty againft arbiti'ar/ 
violations. It was the fingular commendation 
of that GREAT Minifter's adminiftration, not 
only to be affifted by all the zealous friends of 
their country, and of the conftitution; but 
to be Qppofed by none^ He ftudied to unite 
partis,' without confounding principles ; not 
lingly to make names ceafe, but to get opinion$. 
to coalefce, upon the great foundation or 
revolution principles : and certainly he had 
the fatisfaftion to efFedt an unknown unioa 
and harmony, in the counfels and opej!^tions, 
the wifhes and defires of the kingdom ; no 
le(s honourable to himfelf than advantageous 
to the nation, and bekieficial to all Burope. 

[After giving an account of theflate of the 
national finances ^ as they flood at the time ; the 
fl^bk author concludes ivitb the following 
obfervationsj] 

The words oeconomy and reformation having 
loft their meaning;* or rather meaning only 
extravagance and corruption beyond example. 
The people juftly alarmed for their liberties^ 
attacked in their petfons, their projperty, and 
fven their houfes, by the arbitrary violations^* 
^f general warrants, and aggrieved by the 
moll odious mode of excife. — The tools of 
|K)wer, oppreffive in their profeculions > moro^ 
oppreflive ftill when prolecuted themfelves^ 
and legally convidled — ranfacking every 
deteftable artifice for delay^ every infanious 

chicanery. 
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thicaneiy, ijfoign^ ' privilege, bills of ex- 
ception, the frowns of power, immenfity 
of expence, &c. &c. upder all which dil- 
couragemehts, and hardfhips, the meaneft of 
the people have had to contend for almoft a 
twelvemonth, and ftill muft contend, with 
the greateft, who are one day encouraging 
and paying defamatory libels ; the next, beat* 
at their own weapons, under frivolous dij^\ 
tinBions, flying to law ; and, left that fhould 
fail, to Parliament, for the means of fup- 
preffing and puniflling what was only the 
bleflfed fruit of their own example.-— Such Is 
the (randour and generofity of our reformers, 
fuch the liberty and licentioufnefs of the 
prefs. — 

A fet of men diftinguiflied by nothing but 
publick and private blemifhes, even in the 
excefs of them— pofleft of the reins of 
government-— and fweets of office, prefent and 
reverfionary — prefuming to give law to their 
fovereign in the moft infolent manner-— under 
the fpecious colour of delivering majefty 
from a pretended intention of the fame kind 
of tyranny in others, who xxxAy feel fori the 
honour of their mafterj who never had in the 
late reign, -or in this, a Superiority of influence, 
but from fuperiority of talents and fervices to 
their King and Country, and who have 
fcorned to give themfelves even the trouble of 
contradi(a;ing that prepofterous heap of abfurd 

p % falfhoods. 
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falfhoods, palmed, fo induftrioufly, upon the 
public credulity, laft autumn, certain that they 
would die, and ftink, like their authors, in 
the noftrils of every honeft man: a fecpnd 
feffion of parliament almoft elapfed fince the 
iignature of the preliminaries, without fo 
much as one ftep taken, however promifed,. 
towards ameliorating our revenue, or availing 
qurielves, by wife, and careful regulations^ 
qf thofe cej^ons, the utility of which. has. 
been fo highly magnified ; and which are 
only as yet known to us, by the accumu- 
lation of expence ; or the folicitations we 
hear fo much of, for proprietary grants of 
the moil valuable of them, to gratify friends 
and favourites of power, aftonilhed as 
they are at their own exaltation, they are 
cqntentto drag on, like a wounded fnake, a 
weak, difgraced, difreputable cxiftence j. 
when they are confcious there is but one fet 
of men, who can give luftre to government, 
and in whom alone foreign Princes, the 
Bourbon confederacy excepted, will, or can 
take a juft confidence » — ^What charadler for 
ability, weight, or credit, has, or how can 
fuch an adminiftration be looked upon, either 
abroad or at home ? 

With a civil lift of no lefs than eight 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum, [1764,] 
the ^rown revenues of all our conquefts, alt 
the reveiiues, and all the intereft of the late 

Kane's 
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King*s riches, in Germany, now flowing iii 
with the arrears, in what light of fplendot 
does our Court appear in the eyes of the 
natiotl-^in the eyes of Europe ? I will not 
appeal to enumerations, which I am afhamed 
to recapitulate, and which a very Jhort me- 
mory, indeed, can recolledl. 
: If this be a true delineation, and you, 
know it is, of the public fituation at this 
time, where can fuch of you. Gentlemen of 
the Cocoa-Tree, who have Ihewn yourfelves 
the ftrenuous and hardened fupporters of fuch 
meafures and fuch principles, look for "^li 
juftification of your conducS ? — Can you ftill 
hope to impofe upon mankind ? Or, rather, 
are you not difcovered, and known to be the 
tools of prerogative, and enemies to the 
principle of revolution freedom ? — Can you, 
after this expoftulatory account of things, 
have the affurance to continue in your affir- 
mations, that the prefent Minifters have as 
yet done nothing wrong? — Merit for them, J 
muft do you the juftice to acknowledge, you 
never have claimed.-^— Will your mifrepre- 
fentations ftill prefume to lay to the charge of 
the leaders of the friends of liberty, a thirft, 
like your own, after employments? — 'Men 
who have, almoft all of them, filled,, and 
lacrificed the greateft fituations, to the love 
they bear their country — Will you continue to 
do this, when you know in your, confciences, 

7 the 
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the moft probable fear is, that if tite wiflies^ 
of the public fhould fucceed, an unhappy 
unwillingnefs will manifeft itfelf, inftead of 
an interefted eagernefs, to fill the high offices 
of the kingdom. 

Thefe important confiderations are left 
with thofe of the Cocoa-Tree, who prefer 
principles to names, reality to prpfeffions $ 
who are mifcalled Torries, and are indeed 
friends to that fyftem of liberty, which was 
founded in the expulfion of th? Houfe of 
Stuart, and fecured by the ?icceffion of that 
of Hanover, under which their title being 
founded in freedom, it is our own fault' if we 
are not free* 

I am, &c. 



ExtraB from the Principles of the late Cha?iges^ 

impartially examined. 

[A letter which appeared in the news-papers of 
the %oth of July^ ^765, pretending to give 
an account of the change of Adminijl ration 
which took place at that time — "The removal 
of Mr. Grenville, and the appointment of 
I.(?ri Rockingham, after L$rd Temple and 
Mr. Pitt hadrefufed} gave rife to this tradi.^ 

OUR Author, fpeaking with the dignity 
of the plural number, gives us what he calls 

our 



our hejf^ intdligence of the caufes of the^ 
. difmijjion of the late Minifiers^ and the ehoice 
made of the prefent Minijiry : and to thofe wjio 
know any thing of the fa<fts to which only he 
can allude, particularly as to the alledged 
faults of the late Miniftry, which is the key 
to the whole; this cannot appear to be a 
mifreprefentation of his true meaning, what- 
ever his words are. ** The late Minifters 
wickedly rebelled againft Lord Bute, who 
claims the merit of making them, and ex- 
pedled from them the homage and obedience 
due to a Creator: their infolenee became 
infupportable ; their behaviour was fuch as 
could no longer hefuffered ; their provocation^ 
mufl be got rid of at any rate ; therefore they 
were difmiffed injiantaneoujly, (which by the 
by is a great ftoiy, for it was long before it 
could be got done.) Now you their fuccefTors, 
you have yourfelves been great tranfgreflbrs, 
in refufing fubmiflion : but you are pardoned 
and received into favour, not indeed foi; your 
own fakes, but as neceflary inftruments to 
chaftife thofe whofe crimes were beyond 
forgivenefs ; having been found, the only 
fet who would come in, without which they 
could not be turned out. However, have a 
care: if jfou return to your old tricks, or 
tread in yourpredeceffors^fteps, mark the end 
that is before you ; therefore grow wife by 
example J and if you would efcape their 

fate^ 
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fate, in whofe place you are come, •follow ^ 

not their evil courfes,. If you^, there will 

be found thofe who will do juftice upon you 

alfo, if they (hould be brought from all the 

ends of the earth ; rather than want hands 

to execute the provoked vengeance, there 

will be taken ftragglers from all Parties, that 

is the moft worthlefs of all men : for infuch 

a cqfe^ I hope ^ (fays our Writer,) even thofe 

very Parties ^ which often owe their Jirength ta 

Jfrange and unnatural connexions ^ would not 

be fo dejiitute of men of integrity and capacity^ 

as to deprive the King of all means of forming 

a Minijlryon true principles of Patriotifm, and 

confequently perfeiily agreeable and conformable 

to his own.^* 

I have no doubt, the man means that it is 
the Favourite f v^ho is to form fuch a glorious 
adminiftration as h^ fpeaks of; and upon 
what principles it will be done by him, we 
have already had fufficient proof: but from 
fuch poifon as bis Patriotifm has appeared to 
be j— rfromMinifters, whofe integrity confifts 
in conforming to bis principles, defend us ! 

Such, I fay, is the real language of this 
Writer, and it is indeed the language of truth. 
I know he fays, the late Minijiers few in the 
face of their Royal Mafter ; but that is only 
his manner of fpeaking. The f^dls decide 
here. Was there ever greater zeal than the 
Jatp Minifters pianifefted, for what they 

'caH^4 
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called thie honour of the King, thpughj* g^^t 
part of the nation thpughf it was no ways 
concerned in the affair ? And perhaps they 
could produce very good proof, that they did 
not at that time con^r^didt the Royal pleafure^ 
They brought a load upon thenifelves, by th^ 
violent profecution of that f aufe, which had 
well nigh overfet them. But can any man, 
fpecify an oyert acft of the late adminiftration, 
that was ever fo much as infinuated to be 
a ground for the charge of -flying in the face, 
of the King, or in which his mind was 
forced, till the bufinefs of the Regency Bill 
came in hand ? 

That, ^tis true, brought to light fome part 
of the dark fcenes, and gave a peep through 
the curtain. But before that time, the heads 
of the adminiftration had been fufpe(5led of 
fubnriitting to the influence of Lord Bute: 
they were called his deputies and delegates. 
Their defence againft that accufation, oftea 
made, was that they abjured him; and had 
evtnjiipulated bis removal not oi\\y from the 
King's councils, but from his rejidence^ \vhea 
they undertook his fervice in their owix 
perfops. They ftated themfelves to b^ in 
reality what they were officially^ the King*s. 
Minifters, and refponjible as fuch : they found 
themfelves at lall obliged to fay, and they 
did it publicly, that they thought it was as 
neceffary as fit, in order to carry on the public 

^ ' ^ bufinefs. 
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bufinefs , thit thofe who had the charge of it 
ftiould have their mafter's confidence ; and 
that it was neither decent nor expedient, 
that great meafures of government, highly 
interefting -to the common weal, rfiould be 
concerted and planned without the partici- 
pation of thofe who, by their offices, are 
jinfwerable both for the propriety and the 
fuccefs of the King's counfels. They believed 
fomething more was due to them than juft to 
he called upon to Execute and carry through 
what others, to whoni it did not befong, 
and with whom they had no communications, 
advifed, and projected. Can any one deny 
this to be the language of fenfe, and reafon, 
and the nature of the conftitution ? 

If the manner in which the affeir of the 
Regency was produced, the hiftory of which 
is now no fecret, gave thefa Minifters roonqt 
to think the King^ confidence was not where 
it ought to be* the event has Juftified their 
opinion. But what was their condud: on 
that occafion ? They would not rejedl 9 
ialutary meafure, becaufe they were not the 
firft advifed with upon il t they adopted the 
fcheme with all that dpty that it ^ecame 
fubjedts, siS well as fervants, to receive the 
motions of the King's paternal care of his 
people and fanf)ily : they even admitted a 
jJart of it, which, whoever advifed, gave bad 
^nd hazardous co(ii]ifel to the Crown ; and 

they 
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they are hardly to be excufed fbr yielding, I 
dare fay againft their opinion, to a deviation 
from the only compleat model upon record, 
of the moft recent and refpediable authority, 
in fuffering a propofition to be made foy aa 
Unexampled encroachment upon the moft: 
inherent, moft fundamental, and moft eflfential 
rights of Parliament, and a dangerous precedent 
foranaddition to the pretenfions of the Crown, 
by entrufting to the fole and fecret nomination 
of the Prince upon the Throne (who may not 
always be fo worthy of confidence as his 
prefent Majefty) the appointment of the 
perfon to ex:ercife the regal authority for, it 
may be, not only a long minority, but an 
tinhappy fucceffion of them. Will this 
Writer himfelf fay that, in this inftance, the 
late Minifters fiew in the face of their Royal 
Majierf 

Does he then mean that they did it, by 
an amendment that was made upon the firft 
draught of the Bill, and was authorifed by 
a meifage figned with the King's own hand, 
only to give the Princes of the blood a 
certain place in the council of Regency, as 
the great offices of State do to thofe who 
hold them? This, I can conceive to have 
been thought a flying in the face of the 
Favourite, who was thereby put to wait 
till a vacancy fhould happen in the number, 
before he could be riamed one of the Council • 
6 But 
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But as the amendment was an indifpenfable 
^(Sl of juftice and of duty to the Royal 
Family itfelf : fo for the prefent difappoint- 
ment it occafioned to Lord Bute, of a 
frimary obje^ of the bill as Jirjl concerted^ 
perhaps to be a fort of eventual entail of 
power or influence; I believe the late 
Minifters may, with great fafety, take their 
trial by their country. 

If the Writer of the Letter thinks there 
yet remains to. fupport his charge oi flying 
in the face of the King, the other amendment 
made to obviate a doubt ftarted concerning 
the extent of the Royal Family, in regard 
to the capacity of being Regent, he may 
pleafe to recoiled:, that the doubt which 
forced .the amendment, did not fpring from 
any member of the adminiftration, and 
though the Secretary of State who brought 
in the Bill, did afterwards propofe the 
amendment, which was unanimoufly agreed 
to, he did it not till after he could have, 
and certainly had the communications > 
which were underftood to be his authority 
for offering the alteration; nor even quite 
fo foon as he might, after he had thefe : 
for fo far was he from being precipitant, 
that our Letter-writer may have information 
from Lord Bute himfelf, that he, fitting in 
the houfe, pi^effed Lord Halifax to propofe 
the limiting words a day before he did it, 

and 
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aivd for this reafon did he prefs it^ as he 
himfelf faid, that it would make an end of 
the debate, and becaufe he knew he then 
had the authority for doing it. There is 
fiirely therefore, as little ground for the 
charge in this article ; and if the amend- 
ment was afterwards confidered as difagree- 
able any Ivhere, and therefore caufed to be 
amended, perhaps, with more of indelicacy 
than of true refpe£i both to the King, and 
his family, the Minifters fhewed themfelves* 
ready and zealous to enforce and make 
efFedual the fuppofed compliment to his 
— — becaufe it was urged under that notion . 

The annals of the late adminiftration da 
nDt'.furnilh another adt which our Author 
can charge to his purpofe, except the removal 
of Mr. Mackenzie, the brother; and of 
Lord Holland, the coadjutor, and trufty 
counfellor of the Favourite, unlefs it be that 
they agreed all to go out. together, rather 
than any one of them to enlift under Lord 
Bute's banner; which I fancy the Writer of 
the Letter has an eye to, as one of thefe 
JI range and unnatural c6nm£fions to which 
Parties often ou^e their Jlrengtb . 

Thefe removals, and efpecially Mr. 
Mackenzie's, 1 have admitted was flying 
in the face of the Favourite : it touched him 
in the apple of his eye, and was both the 
lign and the completion of Rebellion againft 

him 
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him : the Minifters thereby decldted ojJftti 
war againft that influence, and avowed 
they did fo. But when was this done? 
Not till after the ftortn of Lord Bute's 
vengeance had broke upon their heads foi^ 
daring to deny their dependence upon, and 
prefuming to renounce allegiance and fub-^ 
jeAion to him. They had got their dif- 
miflion, though the counsels of the fecret 
advifers were fo prepofterous, that no pro- 
vifion was made for a fucceffion of the 
Miniftry. 

The Minifter, as his reward for cortcfuding 
the bufinefs of the feflion, was to forward 
his own removal, by an adjournment of the 
' Parliament, till an arrangement of fucceffors 
could be fettled. Their places were brought 
to market : but they bore no price : there 
were no bidders. Then they were called 
back, and, if what is generally faid be true^ 
at the very mon\ent that a treaty was ftill 
going on with offers of the adminiftration 
to others, not clofed, but even continued 
after the recall. Thus iaved, if it could be 
fo called, only becaufe none were then found 
to take their room, they once more took a 
frefti leafe, as they had done, after the like 
negociation, in September 1763, and the 
facrifice of Mr. Mackenzie, fealcd the new 
bargain, which was infifted upon for the 
declared purpofes that have been mentioned. 

They 
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*rhey v^ent no farther, and it was goiiig toy. 
great length ; far from carrying things with 
a high hand, when the humiliation muft 
have been enough almoft to admit of any 
thing. It was a fort of a further trial to 
enforce the paeBa conventa againft thel 
Favourite^s influence, the infracftions pf 
which they had feen and felt. 

This, to be fure, had tht appearance or 
giving a blow to the Favourite : but the 
wounded ferpent, from the inila:nt, rallied 
his ftrength, and returned to the charge; 
aad one moment was not loft,, from the 
time of the apparent reconciliation and re-^ 
eftablifliment of the old Miniftry, till their 
total overthrow was accomplilhedi The 
interim was a perfed: fedt vacante^ nothing 
done, nor indeed could be done in fuch a^ 
iituation, except giving away fome things 
that fell, by the difpofitjon of which the 
Minifters could not but fee the power was 
departed from them. So that it may be 
truly faid, Mr. Mackenzie's removal was 
^jilmoft the laft ad: of the late Miniftry. 

For this faft, clearly, they wereexecuted^ 
when their reprieve expired. Neither their 
public condudt, nor the private charaders 
-pf any of them, had the leaft hand in 
their deftrudlion : They did not die for 
violations of liberty % to expiate general 
'Warrants^ feizure of papers^ r^ri£lions of 

the. 
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^ the Privilege y zxidi fecurity of Parliament j 
reftraint on the Freedom of the Prefs^ 
rigorous crown profecutions ; informations iot 
ionfiruBive contempts ; ejfoins^ privilege ^ and 
6ther obJiru£iions to the courje of jujlicei 
Thefe, with all their attendants and con- 
iequences, whether juftly or unjuftly laid 
at their door, does not matter to the prefent 
purpofe, were blafts which they had wea- 
thered: and they could not with any reafon 
come as charges, at leaft from the grand 
eflemy. j^ 

It Was not their unpopularity ^ nor Canada 
Bills y the Manilla ranfom^ the Demolition of 
Dunkirk^ encroachments in the fjhing of 
Newfoundland^ or difturbances in the fettle- 
ments oh the coaft of Africa^ nc)thing of 
the foreign fyjlem^ or domejlic management of 
affairs, that haftened thefe Minifters to their 
^nd. They were not offered iip to the 
complaints y the cries ^ nor the wijhes of the 
people*' Neither were they vidlims to the 
refentment oi foreign courts^ as fometimes 
has- been the fate of Miniflers: for the 
Minifters refident here, from thofe powers, 
whofe averfion would not be a bad rule 
for our choice,* were foolifh enough at the 
time openly to fpeak out their apprehenfions 
of a change, declaring, in a manner as 
infolent as indecent, but that fhould indeed 
give us a leffon, if we had ears to hear, 

that 
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jtfaat their courts would confider the re-- 
inflating of Mr, P. as little fhort of q, 
declai-ation of war, and would prepart 
themfelves accordingly. 

The late adminiflration had not failed in 
what is commonly called the King^s fer- 
vice : one feflion was got over after another i 
^ great and growing majority ; deferters daily 
coming in j folio wing the /(j?^t^^x and thej^^j': 
and oppofition dwindled into nothing, by 
the impatience, un:Q:eadinefs and incapacity 
of its rotten part. 

If this be a true ftate of the cafe, and in 
truth it is, let any found thinking perfoit 
only afk his own mind, what reflecJlions it 
prefents to him? What comfort does ai 
change of adminiflration for fuch a caufe^ 
Under fuch circumftances, and by fuch in^ 
ftruments, minifter to the people oi England ? 
Can it give any fatisfadtion even to thofe 
who jmoft wiftied for a change of Miniftry ? 
Men long to fee government once more 
refume its wonted ftability and dignity: 
cyen the foolifli thirft of novelty has almoft 
been fatiated, we have had fomany changes i 
I believe the feals have one way or other 
ihifted hands eight or ten times within thefe 
it wo OJT three years. But at this rate nothing 
can be permanent. 

There was a' wi(h for a change of the 
Miniftry : but a change on fuch a principle 

VOL. Ill, Q^ as 
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as this Ws bffftti^ made is only more to be 
regretted, thaii the continuance of the thing, 
mat was itfelf difliked. Parties produce 
chaitges, and we^expedl them as the natural 
ctfcidl'DF a hatiiral caufe ; nor do we defire 
fo te without parties to occafion changes. 
I, dp not mean parties in principle ^v^hich. 
aVeviliftfi^ft arid- riiih r but parties in opinion i 
in:frM{Hips,conneaions, and attachments. 
Partfes of tha^ fort are but ventilatjors to 
fa'A the tonftittition; and purify adminiftra- 
tion. They overturn one another by fiipe-^ 
fiority of ftrength, excellence of fyftem , or 
4dvahtagi4 iti abilities: and while thefd 
tilings, hola' the balance of poWfer, oppbfitibn 
Ivill itfelf be. k means of fafety, and an m^ 
ftrument ofHhe piiblic good. The conteft 
Vilift both regulate and eftimate the coil- 
teftd/ers : afad the rife and fall of Minifters, 
^l fiicli , ^' ■ calef, will mcJj(t probably be for 
thV tfue int^reft of the niatiori, as thofe will 
prevail wl^b hive the molt influence, thit is> 
jftandbeft by their country V are ableft to ferve 
xier, ah(J adopt the moli approved meafureSi ; 
' But wheh a 'Favourite lords it over eVery 
u^i'ng, all. Krties are Ibff in the vortex of 
his power, all alike debafed and funk. No^ 
thing can Ihine but jfrom the reflection of 
his favour: fycophants arid parafites only 
afcend : all Cbntention is occupied in ftudy-' 
ing his will, and courting his imiles. He 

choofes 



tiloofes thofe who will beft ferve him: and 
iriftead of adlors, we have puppets : the 
Minifters of the Grown are the flaves of a 
minion ; obedience to whom is the only teft' 
of fitnefs, and fupplenefs the beft qualifii. 
cation for employment. This we haye feen 
fully verifi^(3 before our eyes. 

The 'fall of the late Miniftry, pfoves 
what it was that- made them ftand fo*'l3ng 
againft all the external (hocks they fufFered| 
it (hews what will make any othet^ linderg^o' 
the fame, fate. tlW they, at li'ft, did. ' The/ 
lived by permiffion, arid were extinguiftied 
by a puff of the fame breath that gave them 
exiftence^ 

The beft ,?idminiftration has lefs fecurit)r 
againft this invijible power than the wqrft i 
and there can be no good one that Will 
not fin after the fimilitude of that offence 
which proved mortal to the laft. This 
fecret lever will move the ftrongeft building 
that does' not reft, upon the odious founda- 
tion of Favour itifml In Septembei? '1763, 
one Ihake was given ; but as there might 
then be hopes, th^ judgment was fufpended; 
to try the Iruits of that fev^re admonition 
to repentance : in May 1765, the ftroke was 
more violent, becavife the iniquity was by. 
that time come to a defperate height : and 
laft of all, the meafure being full, the 
.execution of the fentehce of eycifion could 
110, longer be delayed . 

Qji Thera 
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Th6re are Minifters whbfe energy the 
nation has experienced » and to them their 
confidence is attached. They-idefire to fee 
the glorious names reftored, that can give 
weight to our counfels, and force to our 
treaties: whofe credit will engage the 
alliances of our friends, and their terror 
awe the difpofitions of our enemies. Thefe 
might prelerve peace abroad, and bring 
back domeftic tranquillity ; fettle things upon 
a found bottom, and improve the flate of 
quiet, to make provlfion fdr the evil day, 
when the clouds that are always gathering 
may chance to break. The remonftrances 
and reprefentations of fuch Minifters would 
not need to be often repeated in any court 
in Europe. But while their inflexibility, 
and the Favourite's power continues,^ our 
hopes are cut off. 

One might naturally enough afk here, 
what guarantee the prefent Minifters have 
got ? Have they gone to the only office 
there is to enfure them? Or do they take 
the rilk upon themfelves ? 
^ ^^his Writer tells iis^ thofe, now in the 
gr«at pofts of the kingdom, owe their prefer- 
rtagnt to Lord Temple's declining, and ta 
ihe Duie of B—df—^*s continuing in fuch 
a behaviour^ as no private man could have 
Juffered in any ont of bis inferiors^ 

S© far I xnuft agr66rwitn this Writer, that 

7 the 
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the choice of the new Miniftry was involun^ 
iary. Certainly others refufed before they 
had it in their power to accept. Even they 
themfelves, we are (to fpeak in our author's 
ftile) ajfured^ did refufe only thrice before 
they accepted : not indeed, it may be believed 
from any reludlance to batten upon the good 
things of government, but from a confciouf- 
nefs, that in thefe circumftances, it was 
likely to turn as little to their own account, 
as it feemed to be for any good purpofe to 
the publick. 

So often ^ if what is faid be true, and it 
has not been denied, did the new Minifters 
decline; and, as it is added, they very eameftly 
preffed the firft recufants to ferve under 
the Favourite's undeniable lieutenant, whp 
was originally held out as the general under 
whom they were to enlift. A better proof 
could not be given, that they only defired 
to profit of greater ftrength than their own^ 
to fccure a portion of office to themfelves, 

Thefe things are by no means new. It 
18 rarely we fee men great enough to decline 
the employments of the St^te, when the 
means are not left of ferving their country* 
But more commonly we find people out of 
office, only becaufe they cannof by any 
means get into it : and thefe are always 
ready to run into Court on the firft opening 
pf trie door i leaving l^ehind them all they 

profeftj^ 
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profeft, when without, that they may be 
the more nimble for their new fervice. 
This was remarkably the cafe three and 
twenty years a^o-T-[ 1 742 j — ^and has been 
often fince, upon fimilar occafions. It is 
therefore no wonder it fhould be fo now. 
It will always be the fame, with the fame 
perfons, as long as they live, and with all 
of a like fort. The only maxim many are 
governed by, is to follow the carcafe, as a/i 
ravens do. Weather-cocks znA Jiop-gaps^ 
even to a nick-name, are ever at hand : and 
the example of the old teaches the young : 

Sic placet. An melius quis habetfuadere ffecunda 
Ratem occupare quid moramur alite ^ 

Thus has an eagernefs to have overcome 
the fears of taking^, g^nd the fufpicions of 
not being able to hold: and thus we have got 
a Miniftry infpite of itfelf^ if I may borrow 
the words of the Letter: a new Minijlry 
begot by the Favourite's refentment againfl 
the old^ upon the hunger of their fucceffors y 
and by many yet thought to be little better 
id\2iX\JlilLborn. It is however, the form of 
a Miniftry, or will be, if it gets time to be 
compleated. How the Promethean &.xe is 
to be brought down from heaven to an;pia:te 
it^ I know not. 

Our complaint againft the new Minifters 
\s not for what they have done, but that 
nothing has ever been done by them, to 



give us room to expe^ ^ny tfeing frqin^ 
them ; and that they have undertaken what 
they confefs they are not able . to dp. At" 
this rate, we may take half a.;dozen grena-. 
diers out of the guards, and make MinifterV 
of them, and, with this fort of language; 
amufe the people, till the nation is, undone.! 

Thp tone was the fame when LordJSut^' 
took the lead, with his cbqfen Chancellojf 
of the Exchequer. Give him but a trial;: 
do not judge him before he has done gooej 
or evil. We have feen, and fhall ever haye 
reafon to lament the effedls of that blejfei 
adminiftration. But ther^ is this difference 
too between the two cafes : thofe who were 
hired to trumpet Lord Bute's praifes, crie( 
him upas a man of inconiparable (thpiigl 
they were then unknown) abilities* H^ 
had formed the King, and none. fitter tQ 
govern the State. Thefe people arefo much 
the more wonderful in their excefs of foUyi 
that they confefs, and proclaini their own 
ability. They bear witnefs againft themr 
ifilves, and their witnefs muft be true : o]ui 
•of their own mouths they are conde^ii^d^ ; 

Did they not refufe ., the aditiiniftraticjin 
over and over again, becaufe they owne^ 
they were not equal to the charge ? Whenpp 
got they their new Jigh t ?^ ; Their languagi 
ever fince they came intp office, is a, wiiji 
that Lord Temple . and Mr. Pitt youIcT 
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relieve them of the weight they cannot 
fuftain. 

We have feen in our own day, the likeft 
thing to an interregnum in adminiftration, 
jin abfolute blank in the Miniftry, the King 
keeper of his own Seals for three months : 
but as it was a fingular incident, and marked 
it very extraordinary fituation of affairs, fo it 
produced indeed marvellous effe<fls-^an ad^ 
xniniftration of unparalleled harmony, and 
the moft firm and glorious that ever exifted ; 
the fame of which will refound to th# lateft 
4ges, as long as there remains a faithful page 
of hiftory to record its illuftrious acfts . There 
was at leafl as little hazard of late, as at the 
toeriod alluded to, if an unaccountable fatality 
riad again driven us to fo uncommon a chafm* 
The wound would foon have clofed, without 
leaving a fear where the ftiaft pafTed : and 
the confequences might have been defirable 
and happy, as in the former inftance. 

An ignorant or unflcilful fteerfman cannot 
be lefs perilous, and will probably be more 
i!eftrudtive, than the want of one altogether. 
Of thp firfi the event fhall tell : the laft needed 
jrot at all to have been thecafe^ and would not 
nave been it long; though thefe generous- 
'iiearted gentlemen had not flown fo haftily to 
ijixt rtidder. Little was required of them i it 
Svas only toilet it alone ; the, fitteft thing, at 
*gtny tate', for- them to have done. Had they 

been 
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been wife enoug(h to have ttfken that part, it 
needs no divination to fay^ and it may without 
any doubt be affirmed, what would have 
happened. The malady would foon have 
worked its own cure : all obftacles would 
have been efFeftually removed ; and an 
adminiflration fettled upon a found bottom, 
fatisfadtory to the people, and for the real 
benefit of the nation. 

We know the Cabinet has been poifcwied 
with Lord Bute's fyftem ; and that this has 
been one of the great obftacles in the way of 
getting back to the public fervice thofe 
Minifters to whom the eyes of all England 
look. Indeed the fyftem was taken up, as 
the beft method of expelling them, in order 
to compafs Lord Bute's great obje€t, of 
engrofling the whole power of this country 
into his own hands : and difticult as it might 
have appeared to be, to fall upon a iyftem 
that could have inverted the ftate of this 
country, in the midft of the unanimity and 
fuccefs, in which Lord Bute found Ijs, when 
he firft came ujpon the political ftage, he was 
wonderfully fuccefsful in his attempt, to get 
pofleffion of the reins of government. 

For that Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt were 
forced from the King's counfels, by^n advice 
of which the declaration of war againft Spain 
M^as a moft ample vindication, though it was 
^ laboured apology for oppofing it. For that 

the 



.f'y 



434 APPENDrX^ 

the Duke of Newcaftle, after having beeii 
induced to toncur in chafing away Mr. Pitt, 
was himfelf difmiffed with ighominy, to 
leave in fole poffeflion^the: Favourite, whom 
his Grace had thought fit, by an a£l of his qwn^ 
to bring into a minifterial office, to counter- 
balance the weight of Mr.' Pitt^ For that we 
got 2i glorious f^^dice J and bought ixovaourfehes 
an' approbation of it, becaufe we were not 
able to carry on a war, thefucceffes of which 
had almoft m^de an end of it's expence. For 
/i&/?/ we diflblved our natural alliances abroad; 
and renounced all conne6lion$ with the 
common caufe of Liberty, and the indepen- 
dency of Europe, becaufe we are powerful 
enough to ftand alone, againft the moft 
formidable utiion we ever faw of oiir enemies* 
For that a door was opened without dif* 
tinftibn at home to all the enemies of the 
K — 's family, becaufe that was the only way 
to root out Jacobitifm, and to introduce into 
places, thofe who feemed to think the ad- 
nminiftration of a Stuart, to which: their new 
loyalty was confined, was the next thing to a 
reign of that name. And with all thefe Lord 
Bute might, for ought I know, have yet 
been the Minifter himfelf if his wapt of 
courage had not done more for us than our 
own virtue. 
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ORIGIN OF HEREDITARY NOBILITY, 

X HE celebrated civilian, Francis Hotoman, 
who was one of the moft learned men of 
his age, gives us the ciufe of making 
hereditary the order of Nobility in France. 
In his work, entitled Franco-Gallia^ which 
is now very fcarce, written in the year 15741 
he fays, — ^ — ^ 

*• We muft not omit making mention of 
the cunning device made ufe of by Hugh 
Capet, for eftablifhing himfelf in his new 
dominion .-—[Of King of France , anno 9 8 7 . 1 
For, whereas, all the magiilracies and 
honours of the kingdom, fuch as Dukedoms, 
Earldoms, &c. had been hitherto j from 
antient times, conferred upon fele^i and 
deferving perfons in the general conventions 
of the people, and were held only during 
good behaviour ; whereof (as the lawyers 
exprefs it) they were but beneficiaries: 
Hugh Capet, in order to fecure to himfelf 
the afFe(ftions of the great men, was the 
firfi that made thofe honours 'perpetual i 
which were formerly but temporary: and 
ordained, that fuch as obtained them fhould 
have an hereditary right in them, and might 
< Jeav<? th^m to their children.— Of this, fee 

^* Francifcus 
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•* Francifcus Conanus, the civilian, comment 
•* ii. chap, ix/' 

It is Angular, that this faft has efcaped the 
notice of moftof the French hiftorians. 



AccQuntof the Duel between Mr. Wh a t e l y 

and Mr. Temple. 

From the Public Advertifer, of September 4, i773» 

/xS Mr. George Whately, the banker, has 
hitherto declined difcovering how the letters of 
Meflrs. Hutchinfon and Oliver, Gbvemor and 
Lieutenant-Governor of New England, were 
obtained by the Bofton faction, (by which his 
CQnduifl appears highly problehiatical, if 
he is innocent,) permit me to communicate^ 
through the channel of your paper, the ftory 
he circulates in private, although he chufes, 
for reafons beft known to himfelf, to withhold 
it from the public. 

Mr. Secretary Whately died in June, 177^. 
In the 0(3:ober following, a native of Bofton, 
refident in London, not a hundred miles from 
Great George-ftreet, applied to Mr. George 
Whately for fome letters he had formerly 
written from America to his deceafed brother. 
The banker immediately produced fev^ral 
parcels, containing letters from different 
American gentlemen, particularly Meffrs. 

Hutchinfoa 
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H utchinfon and Oliver. The wily Boftonian. 
who Is an inveterate enemy to the above 
gentlemen (a circumftance then unknown to 
Mr. Whately) next afked his permiffion to 
perufe their letters, to which Mr. Whately, 
not fufpe(3:ing any harm, readily confented* 
The Boftonian was then left in the room 
alone until he had fatisfied his curiofity. Mr* 
Whately does not charge this Boftonian with 
having conveyed away any of the above 
letters, but he abfolutely avers that no other 
perfon had accefs to them from the time of 
nis brother's death to this inftant* Whea 
therefore this Boftonian 's charaSier^ as well 
zi former condu(5): in life, his inveteracy to the. 
letter writers, as well as his clofe conneSlion 
with fome of the leading men in oppofition 
at Bofton, are fully cpnfidered, I believe that 
fu> one will be at a lofs to unravel this 
tnyfterious affair. 



»*■ » t 



From the fame of November 25 , 1 773 . 

* 

To M^x. Bernard, Kjnox andUiwDViTf 

GENTLEMEN, 

JlIAD I not been in the country, the 
refutation of your joint performance would 
have appeared fooner. Though I was not the 

immediate 
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immediate inftrument of bringing to light 
thofe letters which have opened a,fcene of 
villany almoft incredible, yet 1 am fo par-r 
ticularly acquainted with. that tr^nfaftion as 
to affirm,. you have falfely afi4 wickedly 
adduced Mr. Whately's authority, to charge 
it upon fome gentleman living in or near 
Great George-fkieet. Why. ypu fhould fix 
upon a gentlemaa there partic^arly , I cannpt 
conceive, unlefs it be that fuch a gentlenian 
had the honour of detedringthe malefa(^ions 
of the corrupt Bernard; and bringing hirn to 
ihame. • . : ' . 

• • • 

- To put you to filence at orrce I affirm, that 
the letters which were fent to Bofton, have 
hot fince his brother's death been in the 
Jioffeffion of Mr. ; Whately, the banker, 
whom you ignorantly call George. Let him 
contradid: me if my aflertion be untrue. 

If it would anfwer any public purpofe, the 
gentleman, who really procured thofe. letters, 
and whom, with all your "little low united 
cunning you will never difcover, would not 
hefitate to declare himfelf. At .prefent he is 
content to enjoy in concealment the approbation 
of all good men, for having difcovered the 
wicked authors of thofe incendiary informa- 
tions which threatened the deftrudionof both 
CQimtries. The fubtle fpies, the fecret traitors 
Aand now confeft ; and the mercenary motives 
of their conduct are manifeft. The Americans 

are 
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?re fully fatisfie^, that the fevere meafures of 
this country: arpfefrpm thefe mifinformations; 
which, jpioed with;a conviction of our hav^g 
been injpofQd\ipQti; has produced a piuti^ial 
tiim to reconciliation. Thefe are. the happy 
confequencefe of thedeteiflio.n of thofe letters. j 
confeqiience^ '1V:hiph yoUj who have laboufecj 
equally with their wicked authors, to armjh^ 
parent hand aguinjl the child •^ moft cordially 
lament. 

The natural union will now be reftored— 
pngland will return to her old good- humour, 
America "to her former reverence and af- 
fedlion, commerte will- again flourifh, and 
we fhall ftand together the bulwark of religion 
and; liberty ag^inft the world in arms. The 
Bernards and the. Hutchinfons will be the 
propitious facrifices to Teal this union, and 
jrender it immortai.. - 

To you, OentJenien, thefe events are as 
hateful in profjped: as they will be fatal in 
reality. You live only in the unnatural 
contention between the two countries. Your 
jnterefts-therefore, asmuch as your malignities, 
prompt you to ftir it up; and to purfue thofe 
with imremitting rancour who endeavour to 
compof(? it. : 

Were it poflible your induftry could point 
out the man who really furnifhed "to Americk 
tliofe letters, from which fuch benefits will 
happily flow, it would ferve only to fix the 

4' gratitude 
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gratitude of the public upon its proper objedfc; 
The pubKc would ereft a monument to him, 
borne upon the fervile heads of Bernard, 
Hutchinfon, Oliver, and Knox. It would 
thus ftand as a perpetual memorial, that his 
reputation was railed upon the bafenefs and 
turpitude of the common enemies to England 
and America. 

A Member of Parliament. 



To the Gentleman whojtgns A Member, 

OF Paiiliament. 

JlxS the Gentlemen, whom your Member-^ 
(hip has thought fit to honour with your corre- 
spondence in the Public Advertifer of Novem- 
ber 25, do not feeni to think your compofition 
worthy of an anfwer, Tf, prefume, from fome 
knowledge I have of the matters on which 
you found your epiftle, to addrefs you. 

You pretend indeed not to be ** the 
immediate inftrument/' but only privy to 
it. But, fay you, that privity enables you 
to affirm that thefe letters were never in 
Mr. Whately's hands fince- his brother^s 
death. Mr. Whately cannot pofitively dif- 
prove your affertion, for you know the very 
nature of the tranfadlion precludes isiny 
pofitive evidence, 5uch evidence, however, 

as 
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Us the matter will bear, Mr. Whately has 
given in the following account^ which, to 
the beft of my recolle6tion, cdrrefpohds in 
every material circumftance with the account 
which Mr. Whately's candour and politenefs 
has induced him* to repeat to fuch Gentle^ 
men as have applied for information how 
thefe letters came to be publiihed. ' 

* Some time after the late Mr. Whately *s 
death, Mr.' Joha Temple apphed to MrC 
Whately the Banker, telling him that he 
was^a correfpondent of his late brother, 
and has he had in the couffe of the cor- 
refpondence expreffed his opinion upon 
feveral regulations propofed in America, 
he wiflied to pemfe them again, as he- 
expe(5led to be called upon by the Miniftry 
to give his fentiments upon that fubjeft^ 
Mr*. Whately brought into the room a' 
large file, indorfed American hetters^ and 
give them into Mr. John Templets hands 
to look over, who faid, ** I fee here are 

• letters from Governor Hutchinfon and 
•Mr.X)liver, and fhould be glad to fee 

• what they have wrote upon the fame 

• f^tje<5t.'* Mr. Whately gave permiflTon^' 
^rid being prefently after called out of the 
room, left Mr. John Temple perufing the 
letters. After a ftiort time, Mr. Whately 
returned into the room, when Mr. Temple 
thanked him for his politenefs, and went 
away.* • 
VOL. III. R Mr* 
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Mr'» Whately has alfo faid, that no man 
but Mr. John Temple has had any accefs to 
this file of letters fince bis brother's death. 
I mean only to relate a plain ili^y, and 
whether it is to be fuppofed that any of 
thefe letters have been .taken out of the file 
car no, or whatever other confequences may 
be deduced from it, I leave to your Meraber- 
ihip and the reader. 

Ifew-England Coffee^houfe, ANTENORV 
Nov. Z9, 1773. 



From the Vvui^ic Advertiser. 

JHAVING read in your paper of this 
day an imputatioi[i upon my cftarafter umder 
the fignature of Aj^tenor, I called on- Mr. 
Whately the Banker, whofe name is m«i- 
tioned, to know whether he had authorifed 
that '^tliarge, or avowed the .truth of the 
pretended fafts oa which it is founded. 
Mr^ Whately totally difclaimed them, and 
ilenied that he had authorifed any perfon 
tp. ufe his name, or knew the writer. " I 
tken read to him the flate of feAs relative 
tQ me in the faid paper; alJ of which he 
ai^kimwledged were falfe, except that, about/ 
a^year ago, he gkve n^ fome letters of my 
own, writt^a to his late bcsother when 

• Secretary 
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Sectettry to the Titifury} void that tve tedr 
together read fomc olher letters ftom Oc;ii-' 
tlemen in Ameriea, but none <rf thofe ktely 
publiftied of Meffirs. Hiifchinfon, Oliver^ 
Paxtottj &c. ^bith Mr. Whatelf affurccf 
ihe he had never feeii till they appeared ht. 
print. ^ 

Anonymous attacks are hottabe|ri^rded|i 
but if nb notice were taken of thehi> when? 
names are mentioned, eancealid viHaiasmi^ht 
in fome xneafure anfwer their infamoiii' 
purpofes. 
Greal George^ Street^ }. tEMPLEv 

Dec. 8, 1773. 
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JL HAVE hithertb declined publiflbing any* 
thing relating to the letters of Qovemof 
Hotchinfon,; Mi?. Oliver and othei^s to my 
late brother, and my intention was not to^ 
interfere in print on the fubjedl, nor have 
I been privy to, or know the authors of 
any of the paragraphs or letters that hav^ 
found their way into the papers on the 
occafion ; birt: Mr. Temple by his jmblicatioi* 
of this, day appears to rne to make me a party 
in fuch a manntr as calls upon rAe tb ftati^ 
the proceeding between us, left my filence 
fhould be conftrued as an alfeat to fhat 

. » a • publication^ 
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publicaticm. Mr. Temple began the con- 
vcrfaticm that paffed between us yefterday 
by afking if i was privy to the letter under 
the fignatureof Antenor ? Laffured him 
I was not, nor did. I in the leaft know the 
author; He proceeded to point out feveral 
particulars in the ftate of fadts as contained 
ixi that letter, and to which he objected ; 
fuch as. his i declining to re-perufe his cor-, 
refpbndence with my brother, as having 
therein expreffed his opinion u^on feveral 
regulations propofed in America, and being 
expected, jto be called upon by the Miniftry 
to give his fentiments upon that fuhjevfl ; 
whereas one particular letter from himfelf, 
with a paper annexed to it, was the objedt 
of his fearch ; . nor did ] he aflign as his 
motive his expedlation of being called upon 
hy the Miniftry to give his fentiments on 
any fubjd<3:i and that the letters produced 
torhim by ine were faid to be oa a large 
file ; whereas/ they were contained in feveral 
parcels ; and 'that . after a ihprt time of 
abfence, upon my returning into the room, 
Mr. Temple is faid to have thanked me for 
my politenefs, and to have gone away; 
whereas he ftayed and dined with me. To 
thefe qbfervations, on the part of Mr. 
Temple, I was far from making any objec- 
tions; and that every one^jnay form fuch 
judgment ^s may be thouglu proper, I beg. 

4 leave 



APPENDIX. 245^ 

« 

leave to relate every tranfa<Sbion* between 
Mr. Temple and myfclf material to the 
^refent point. 

Some time about the month of Odlober 
in the laft year Mr. Temple applied to me, 
and informed me that he wanted particularly 
to fee a paper relating to the colonies he 
had formerly tranfmitted to my brother, 
with a letter from himfelf accompanying it, 
and that he believed fome of the letters of 
Governor Hutchinfon, Mr. Oliver, and 
others of my brother's friends in America, 
might probably afford fome light into the 
objedt of his inquiry. Unknown almoll as 
Mr. Temple was perfonally to me, I deemed 
the friendfhip my brother had conftantly 
fliewn him intitled him to every affiftance 
in my power for the purpofe defired, and I 
therefore made no fcruple to place that 
confidence in him as to lay before him, and 
occafionally during his vifit to leave with 
him feveral parcels of letters from my late 
brother's correfpondents in America, in the 
exaft flate in which they had come into my 
pofTeffion; fome regularly forted, and fome 
promifcuoufly tied together; and among 
them' were feveral from Mr. Temple him- 
felf and his brother, and from .Governor 
Hutchinfon, Mr. Oliyer, and others; and 
during the intei'vals that I wais in the room 
with Mr. Temple, we did together cafl cur 

eyes 



€ye$ on o|^^ two letters of Qovcmer Hufc- 
jphinfpn, ai)4 i believe one of (wp other cprre- 
ipondents of my late brother. Ii^ July lft|l I re-*^ 
ceived inforniation from Mr. Oliver of Boflon^ 
that feyeral letters to my lat^ brother had 
l^eeji laid before thp ^fffmbly of the prp^ 
yjnpe ; upon which I waitf^ upon M^ • 
/JTefnplf, and told him I thought myfelf 
intitled tf> call upon him to join his n^mp 
with mine in affecting t)ig integrity and 
honour of both of us ; that \io &n4 he pnly 
liafl eyer l\ad accefs to §ny of the letters of 
fny brother's cotr^fppndentf \n America, 
^n^ fhat I was c^^ed upon to account for 
^he appeariinc^ of t!^^ letters in queftion. 
^r. Ten^ple f^uri^ ip(\e \n t^rffis thp inoft 
precife, that (except foip^ letters from hira«. 
lelf and his bjfpfher, whicl) hp had fronf^ 
Ign? by my permiffion), h\e had w^t taken ^ 
^ngle letter, pr an extradl fro|n any I ha4 
f?onftmu(iicat^d to him. I fj^w him twice aft^r^ 
-^rards on t|ie fame fubjedl, gnd the hmp aflU-^ 
fiances were inyari^bly repfstfd by him, ftivJ 
^n^rmed by hi^m in the moil ibl^mn planner* 
Tfhe ii^dls »s above ftated with refpe^ to 
^r. X^fs^ple's peruijii of i;ny bi{pt]b.er*s letters 
I hav^ related ^^eely tp ^ji^hpever applied %q 
fi^ fpf injformation^ gi^4 giy^?\ ^vejy bpidy 
authprity to quote tm pn t}^^ oci^^iipfi i a94 
I have as freely repeated the affections 9^4 






me with refpeft to himfelf ; and there the 
matter at prefent refts. As Ao the public 
cation under the fignature of Antenor, I 
know not who is the author, I fljall onlf 
pbferve, that it does ftate ** that I did pro^ 
«* duce to, and leave with, Mn Temple 
•* feveral letters to my brother from Gover** 
** nor Hutchinfon, Mr. Oliver, and others o£ 
•* my brother's correfpondents in America.** 
That is a truth. The other cit-cumftances, 
to which Mr. Temple objedted, are, ftriftly 
fpeaking, liable to fueh objedions; but 
I aver that I never did acknowledge that 
the ftate of fadls relative to Mr. Temple in 
that paper are all falfe, except his having 
from me fome letters of his o\<^n, and oui^ 
having read together fome other letteifs 
from Gentlemen in Americat. 
hombard-Jireet ^ W14. WijATSl^Vf 

9^^^- J 773- 
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Great Geofge-Jlreet^ 18 Dec. 1775^ 

W HEN the malice of rhy enemies, hj 
fcillely impeaching my chara^er, had put 
vat to the hazard of my life, I fllattered 
myfelf it would have refted (iknt and 
fatisfied : But as I underliarid they ate ftilt 
feufy witti my reputation, and are endea- 
vouring 
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youring by a thoufand mifreprefentations 
to deftroy that good name, which to 'me is 
ineftimable, I am compelled to trouble the 
public with a detail of thofe circumftances 
which obliged me to appeal to the> fword. 
I hope to mew that my conduct in fo doing 
was proper, as far as complying with a 
cuftom, the tyranny of which, I confefs, I 
have not fortitude to refift, can be juftified. 

It is with infinite regret I find myfelf 
obliged to mention Mr. Whately, and that 
fometimes in terms of cenfure. The part 
he took in the queftion made me feel myfelf 
aggrieved by him. He anfwered me in the 
field like a man of fpirit and a gentleman. 
It is with pleafure I do this juftice to his 
eharadler. 

When Mr. Whately -was apprized of 
ibme original letters from Gentlemen in 
America to his late brother, having been 
fent over, and made public at Bofton, he 
called upon me, read part of a letter from 
Mr. Oliver, complaining of the publication 
of his letters, and mentioned that he had 
given me accefs to fome of his brother^s 
letters from his correfpondents in America* 
He accompanied this with a declaration, 
that he had not the leaft fufpicion^of me,^ 
and did not know that thofe publifhed letters 
were ever in his poffeffion ; but he wifhed 
I woiUd authorif? him to fay I had them 

not 



APPENDIX. 349 

not fronv him. I gave Mr, Whately every 
aflurance that a Gentleman could giv^, that 
I had not taken any one letter, nor a line of 
one, from among thofe he (hewed to me^ 
but fuch as he faw and gave me leave to 
take, and which were all written by my 
brother and myfelf, I did this repeatedly, 
and in the moft explicit terms* Mr. Whately 
appeared perfeftly fatisfied; and I owp, I 
did not expedl vhe would have mentioned 
that tranfaftion again in any manner that 
could throw a poflibility of ftifpicion on my 
charafter. For in my apprehenfion, when 
a Gentleman has pledged his honour to 
another, to infinuate, or countenance a fuf*. 
jpicion of him afterwards, leads inevitably 
to the confequences which have attended 
this tranfadtion. Some time after this ex- 
planation between Mr. Whately and myfelf, 
leveral paragraphs appeared in the News- 
papers highly injurious and difhonourable 
tome. I was held forth as a monfter of 
ingratitude, and as a villain, who, ixnder 
the cover of friendfhip, watched for an 
opportunity when Mr. Whately's back waa 
turned, to rob him of papers which were 
in confidence put into my hands . Of thefe 
things I took no public notice, not becaufe 
they gave me no uneafinefs, but becaufe 
I knew not how to redrefs myfelf. A fearch 
lifter the authors of them I conceived would 

be 
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be vain. Such malevolent attacks could 
have been made by none but cowards, who 
would take care to conceal themfelves. It 
feem^d impoilible that Mr. Whately could 
have had any knowledge of the authors, or 
could have given any countenance to fuch 
afperiionsy after the £^lemn afTurances which 
I bad given him ; nor ihould I have troubkd 
him on the fubjec^ if his name had not 
been ufed as an authority to fupport thefe 
iaife and malicious affertions. Thefe writers 
artfully fuppreffed three very material cir* 
cumftances in their repreientations ; that 
]^r. Whately did not know the letters fent 
to Boftcm were ever in his poffeilion j that 
of thofe which he put into n^y hands none 
fippeared to be mining, which' could not 
have been the cafe if feventeen letters ^ and 
focne of them very long, had been taken 
away^' and that I had given him every 
aflurance, which 9, Gentleman could require 
w S€9seive» that no fuch letters had been 
lakesv by me. Without the ufe of Mr. 
Whately 's nan^e, the charge would have 
|ad no ef&^ upon the public. That 6en-^ 
ijkixian fufiered the unfair and^ injiurious 
vrpnefentationis,. vndejr the fan(^ioi> of hi^ 
Bame» ta pais unexplained^ I did expect 
VKben. he few the purpofe ta which thi^ 
mea who gaimed intelligence from^ hin^ were 
$4^plj^in£ it, thatt h^ w^uld in ju^ice to 
.u truths 



truth, juid to me, have ftated the whole as 
^bove. If he had done fo, I appeal to the 
judgment of the public, whether any fuf- 
picion would have reded upon xne, or ^ny 
^erious confequences followed. I did not 
aik this of him, becaufe I thought b9 
ought to have done it unafked. There U 
gn indelicacy in urging a Gentleman to 
flo that which is his duty, and owes it$ 
merit to its being voluntary. The fufpicicni 
jagainft me upon fp unfair a ftate of fadls^ 
^ided, I fupppfe, by the private flanders of 
thofe who raifed it, fecretly gained ground i 
gnd on the 8th of this n^onth a writer, 
under the fignature of A^tenoH, renewe4 
the aecufatipn of me by name, vouching it 
with a converfation which he feems to hav^ 
Jiimfelf held upon th^ fubjedt wijh Mr# 
Whately. 

Under fo dire<3: a change, I thought, it 
would not become me to be any longef 
iilent, I wertt with the paper to Mr., 
Whatejy, and received from him, as { 
imagined, a fatisfadtory denial of thpfi^ 
pretended fa(ft$ which n>ateria]ly fi^pport^^ 
ifhf^ fufpicipn. Th^is I made pubjic a Mr.. 
Whately then came forwajtd with his nawe^ 
fie omitted to ftat.e wl^^t wasTolely efiential^ 
jthat hf di(jL not knov? the letters in qu4^i^ioQ> 
were ^mong thofe hjs put into my hands, 
g.n4 tj^t gone of nfcefe wiifei whiqh h^ 

had 
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had entrufted me appeared to be miffing^ 
but related the matter in fuch a manner as 
ftrongly to corroborate the anonymous charge^ 
and gave me, to my underftanding, the lie 
direct.- They who have any feelings of 
honour will not wonder that I was impa- 
tient under fuch an imputation, and thought 
every moment miferable till I had called 
upon him, from whom I received fuch 
an affront, for honourable amends. The 
Public is acquainted with thp fequel : But 
the circijmftances of that affair have been 
fo falfely reprefented to my dilhdnour, that 
I am obliged to beg ^ moment's indulgence 
till I ftate that tranfadlion fairly. 

The Gentleman who waited upon Mr. 
Whately with my invitation, told him he 
would attend me as k fecond if Mr. Whately . 
would have one on his part. Mr. Whately 
declined having any fecond, and therefore 
I brought none. He appeared at the place 
appointed with a fword only. I gave him 
one of my piflols. We difcharged them 
mutually; mine being, at his requefl:, the 
firft, without effed:. If his was not direcfted 
at me, it efcaped my obfervation. I then 
drew my fword, and approached him, who 
had alfo unflieathed his, with a perfuafion, 
grounded on his coming with a fword only, 
when the choice of weapons was in him^ 
ihat I was to encounter an adverfary^much 

fuperioux 



\ 
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fiiperiour to myfelf in flcill. I foon found 
my miftake; and, as far as I could reafon 
in fuch a fituation, determined, by wounding 
him in the fword ^rrh, to end the bufinefs 
without a fatal ftroke^ But my Ikill was not 
equal to my intention; it foon became a 
ftruggle, inftead of a regular combat, and 
I could only avoid making a full lunge^ 
which probably would have wounded him 
mortally. The contortions of my antagonift's 
body, during the ftruggle, expofed parts, 
which in a regular encounter could never 
have been touched. When he turned himfelf 
to feize the blade of my fword with his 
left-hand, I fuppofed he received the wounds, 
in his left-fide; and in fome violent effort 
his (houlder mull have been expofed. The 
extreme fmallnefs of the wound in that 
part being, as I am well informed, a mere 
pundlure, proves it to have been accidental 
Had my purpofe been unfair, I Ihould have 
taken the life ihat was in my power; had 
it been mortal, every wound would not have 
been fuperficial, and one only dangerous, 
not from its depth, but its direction. I 
underftand it has been faid he was down. 
In fuch circumftances it is as impoflible to. 
accoiuit for every thing that happens, as to 
remember every thing that paffes. But of. 
this I am very fure, that though he flipt 
once, he never fell. 

It 
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It is prdjfcr tb ^pri^e the reader, tli^t 
I am unfortunately very deif. If any words 
of accommodation, as has been reprefented^ 
were really ufed by Mr. Wbately, I did 
not hear them. They who exped: coolrieft 
in the midik of fuch a conflid, and deli-« 
fceration in the moment of a deadly point 
being at one*s breaft, require too much. It 
is well that the pafliori, which rifes fall on 
iuch an occafion, did not alter imperceptibly 
my general determination not to pufti ' fa 
forcibly as to make a deep wound. It 
is with confidence I can affirm, I was 
He* guilty of any unfair' action, becaufe I 
neyer had an unfair thought— nor of ai 
cruel one, becaufe nw purpofe was the 
reverfe. • 

I have received no bodily wound; but 
they whofe minds can feel for confequertces, 
which they could not with honour avoid, 
trill underftand me when I fay, that I ha^cf 
Ibh thofe WQunds which far furpafs in 
aftgmlh every bodily pain. 

The anonymous affaffins, who baYe been 
aally the caufe of this mifcbief, remain 
unknown i but time, I trufi, will drag them 
|brth to the puraftiinent they deferve. 

Of thofe to whoni I am unknown , the 
candid and honouraolc are, I hope, con-^ 
t^inped, that the ipjturious charges \thich 
have been brought again;^.rae are totally. 

7 without^ 
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without fdundfttion — ^With thofe to whoiri 
I am Known, I flatter myfelf the conftant 
tenour of my Kfe has rehdered a defence . of 
thy condudl urineceflary. 

I have but a few words more tor fay tfjpon' 
thd fubjedt.~:As Mr. Whately^s nairatfvfe^ 
tends to confirm the fufpicion of my. Jisiving: 
token from him the letters which were feilt: 
to Bbfton, I do again moflr folemhly' affirm^^ 
that I neither took from him thofe, nor any 
other letters i but fuch as were written by 
my brother and myfelf tb the late Mir* 
Whately, and that wkh his knowjedger and 
confenti nor had I any concern, dire(ftty 
or indirect Ivi in procuring^ or tranfmitting 
tlie letters which were fent to Bofton. 

J. TEMPLE. 



*'n III . ruf >■.' ■. an , 



To the Prhiter of tbeV\MiQ Advertifer* 

■ c ■ ^ 

SIR, 

J/ INDING that two gentlemen have been 
linfortumttefy engjaged in a. dodl about a 
trastfadioo, afwi its ctrcumftances, of which 
both of them are totally ignoiant and ihnocenti.. 
I think it incumbent on me to declare, (for 
the prevention of farther mifchief, as far as; 
fuch a declaration may contribute ^o prevent 
iXf) that I alone am the perfon who obtained 

and 
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and tranfmitted to Bofton the letters in quelllotl* 
Mr. W. could not communicate them^ 
becaufe they were never in his poffeffion;^ 
and, for the fame reafon, they could not be 
taken from him by Mr. T. They were not 
of .the nature oi private letters between friends t 
they were written by public officers to perfons 
in public ftations, on public affairs, and 
intended to procure public meafures-; they 
were therefore handed to other public perfons 
who might be influenced by them to produce, 
thofe meafures : .their tendency was to incenfe 
the Mother Country againft her Colonies, 
and, by the fteps recommended,, to widen, 
the breach, which they effedted. The chief 
caution expreffed with regard to privacy was>. 
to keep their contents from the Colony Agents, 
who the writers apprehended might return 
them, or copieS'of them, to America. That 
apprehenfion was, it feems, well founded ; 
for the firfl: Agent who laid his hands on 
thera thought it his duty to tranfmit them to 
his coijftituents. 

B.Franklin, Agent for the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives of the Mqffachufets^-Bay, 

Qraven-Jlreet^ Dec. 2^^ ^773* 



/ 
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From the Pitblic Advertiser. 



I 



Cheam^ yth January^ 1774. 



T is with great relud:ance on my part that 
I am again called forth into print by Mr. 
Temple ; but the letters I now lay before 
the Public, render it impoflible for me to 
remain filent. 'J'he following letter from 
Mr. Temple to me of the 28th of Decem- 
ber was tranfmitted to me at this place the 
day following; 

SIR, 

THERE are . fome rnofl: villanous 
reports propagated againft me. Your con- 
finement, I fupppfe, rauil have prevented 
their reaching your ears. It is faid that 
you fell upon the ground, arid when in that 
fituation, unable to defend youffelf, that 
I flabbed you in the back, and in feveral 
other parts of your body. Thefe ftories 
you know to be falfe ; You therefore are 
the proper perfon to remove the impreflions 
which they have made on the. Public, I 
afk no favour of you : my coridu(3: requires 
none. The ftate of your health has hitherto 
prevented my making any application to 
you. As I am informed by your furgeon 
that you are now nrtuch better, I can no 
longer, in juftice to myfelf, pdftpone it. 
What I have to defire- of you is, that you 
VOL. III. S will 
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pleafed, firmly relying upon that jiiftice from 
them which he has thought proper to deny. 
I am, Sir, Your moft humble fervant-, 

J. TEMPI.E. 
Your letter was not left at my. houfe till 
late laft night, oi" it fhould have been fooner 
infwered. 

This letter makes it a matter of necefli ty 
withi me minutely to relate the whole' 
tranfadlion. 

' It was about one o'clock on- Saturday the 
iith of December, that Mr. Izard called 
iipon me in Lombard-ftreet, and informed 
ine that he waited on me on a very dif-^ 
agreeable affair relating to his friend Mr. 
, Temple. He then produced the News- 
paper 'containing my publication, and point- 
ing out thefe words ** that is a truth,'* 
informed me that that affertion was the 
part to Ayhich Mr. Temple objedled and 
denied, and which he infifted on my re- 
traftin^:. I think I need fcarce add that 

m V i^ 

this was refufcd on my part-; upon which' 
J*Ir. Izard delivered me the letter containing 
Mr; Templ6*s challenge, and appointing 
the meeting to be at four o'clock that after- 
noon at the Ring in Hyde*Park. Upon 
my giving "my anfwer into Mr. Izard's 
hands, he aflced if I propofed having any 
friend to accompany me; and on my 
informing him I never chofe to involve 

others 
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Others in my own difficulties, we parted. 
I cannot help obferving in' this place, and 
whoever refers to the words of my former 
publication mull agree with me, that I 
deemed myfelf called forth by Mr. Temple 
not for any representation given by me of 
our laft converfation, but for an aflertion 
originally and freely made by me from the 
beginning, and invariably continued, .and 
which contained a fadt I muft neceflarily 
(viewing the affair in any light) moft lin- 
cerely wifli had never happened, and which 
therefore nothing but a fenfe of truth could 
have induced me to declare. Unfkilled, and 
altogether unpra<3:ifed, as I make no fcruple 
to declare tnyfelf in t^ie ufe of arms, and 
the (hortnefs of the tijne not admitting of 
any purpofed preparation, I provided myfelf 
with the only weapon I had at hand, which 
is the reafon, and the only reafon, that I 
appeared on the fpot with the fwcxrd only. 
Upon Mr, Tempje's exprefling himfelf that 
he prefumed I had piftok about me, I told 
him I had not : but that if he. was provided 
with fire arms, I was willing to ftiare his 
arms with him ; and upon his fixing upogi 
the fpot, he delivered to me one of his 
piftols, and bid me take my diftance. I 
retired a fmall fpace, and defired to receive 
his fire, which be gave me without effect. 
I then pointed my piilol in a line with my 

antagonift*s 
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antagonift^s body, but purpofely raifed con- 
fiderably above his head. Mr. Temple then 
drew his fword ; I did the fame. He foon 
took occafion to obferve to me, that he 
perceived I was no fwordfman, which> X 
readily con feffed. Early in the conteft he 
feized my fword with his left hand, and 
bid me alk my life. I peremptorily refufed, 
and a flight effort difengaged us. I very foon 
had him at the fame advantage. I had his 
fword fecured in my left hand, and my own 
fword at liberty ; when I bid him not to aflc 
his life, but to take it unafked. We were again 
difengaged, and foon I once more availed my- 
felf of another opportunity to feize his fword, 
- and again I bid him take his life unafked. He 
proceeded on each of thefe occafions as not 
hearing me, at leafl he made no reply. I 
am far from unwilling to make allowance 
for the infirmity of my opponent. After 
this I made no further effort to feize his 
fw/ord, but continued to ad: on the defenfive 
only, though on Jeveral occafions many 
parts of his body appeared to my judgment 
to be unguarded, and, with fecurity to my- 
felf, open to my attack. ^ My condud: was 
fo obvioufly defenfive, that it was even 
noticed by Mr. Temple,' ta whom I made 
no -other reply, than that I fhould defend 
my life. The conteft continued; the conn- 
tenance of my antagonift- • ftill fometimes 
•.--'" ' bcarinj^; 
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bearing ftfongly the marks of paffion and 
rage. It was, I prefume, under fome.fuch 
unhappy, ungovernable influence, that late 
in the affair^ and not long before we wer^ 
parted, he declared he would put me to 
death w But in this part of my narrative let 
me add, that he never appeared to me to 
juake any long lunge at me. One or two 
horfemen and fome perfons' on foot were 
foon afterwards at no great diftance, and 
making up to us, and my foot^ in retreating, 
happening to flip, I fell firfl: on my fword 
hand, and then on my left hand ; and before 
I could recover myfelf> feveral perfons were 
near to us. Mr. Temple ftepped up to me, 
and faid we fliould meet again, and even 
propbfed then to withdraw. I do not recol- 
lecft that I returned any anfwer; in a little 
time Mr. I^ard came up to us, and now 
finding tny lofs of blood was confiderable, 
and that my breafl: was affedted in a manner 
that made me draw my breath with difficulty^ 
I accepted Mr. Izard's offer to take his 
coach, which was then in the Park^ / and 
near at hand, to convey me to Mr. Sanxay's, 
or Mr. Davenport's, my furgeons. In ouf 
way to Eflex-ftreet on my mentioning- to 
Mr. Izard fome circumftances of the affair, 
and. particularly my having twice hold of 
my adyerfary's fword ^ and the ufe I made 
of thofe fituations, he fuggefted that it would 

be 
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fee better to fay nothing of the duel, aHedgfing 
that Mr. Temple was a man of that violence 
of temper, that if any mifreprefentations 
were to get abroad, which is always, more 
or lefs, the cafe, it might induce him to 
renew it. The only anfwer I could make, 
and the only anfwer I did make, was, that 
I had neith(^r a motive or wifti to conceal 
the duel. Mr. Izard flayed, and was prefeni 
with me at Mr. Davenport*s, during the 
greateft part of the time employed in dreffing 
fny wounds ; and I took opportunities to de- 
clare that I did not pretend to be a judge of the 
points, which, in the eye of the world, 
conftitute fair or unfair fighting, and there- 
fore did not take upon me to accufe Mr. 
Temple of unfair proceeding, meaning by 
a declarsrtion thus couched, to referve to . 
myfelf my own fentiments. Mr. Temple 
has called for thofe fentiments, and I meat) 
they fliould be intelligibly conveyed in the 
narrative I have given, and the evidence 
accompanying it, with refpedt to fuch of 
tny wounds as are fingular, particularly one 
on my left fide, a little above my hip, 
which I underftand muft have been in con- 
sequence, not of an oblique but of a direct 
thruft,' tiding to the center of the body, 
and one on the back part of my left fliotilder. 
i declare, I know fiot when I received thefe 
hurts; I neither few nor felt the fword at 
6 the 
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the itlrrie they were given : I muft therefore 
lay it before the PuWic, and appeal to the 
teftimonyof others, who happened to be 
eye-witneffes, or can give information of 
the tranfad:ion, and to the declaration of 
Mr. Davenport, who firft dreffed my wounds* 

BEING called upon to declare the 
number and (ituation of the wounds which 
Mr. Whately Teceived in a late duel, I do 
declare that there were five only which 
demanded the attention of a furgeon, or 
required dreffings. 

Three of thefe were in the front of the 
body, viz. one on the inferiour part of the 
right breaft, one a little below the collar- 
bone of the left fide, the third on the pit 
of the ftomach ; this laft only was important. 

With regard to the other two wounds, 
one was fituated rather below the middle 
of the left fide of the body; the other 
behind, about the center of the left fhoulder 
blade. 

EJfex^Jlreet, R. DAVENPORT. 

Jan. %d, 1774. 

I have trefpafled much on the reader's 
patience. I have only to add, that as all 
fort of intercourfe (whether hoftile or ami- 
cable) between Mr. Temple and myfelf, 
is at an end for the remainder of our lives, 

I hope 
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I hope and I truft, I fhall never again liav9 
occafion to addrefs the Public relative to 
this untoward event. 

WILLIAM WHATELY, 



F>i>m the Public Advertiser. 

XT is my duty to declare to the Public, 
that Mr! Whately has miftaken my words* 
I have been acquainted with Mr. Temple 
many years, and never thought his temper 
violent; I therefore could never have faid 
that it was. I have always thought him a 
perfon of the ftricfteft honour, and polTeffed 
of fuch proper fpirit, as to chaftife any 
man who (hould prefume to countenance 
the fufpicion of it. Mr. Whately told me, 
that he received Mr. Templets fire, and 
then discharged his piftol in the air ; that 
Mr. Temple di farmed him, and defired him 
to afk his life, which he refufed to do ; 
that he then difarmed Mr. Temple, and told 
him to take his life unafked. 1 thought 
there was an impropriety in Mr. Temple's 
drawing his fword, after Mr. Whately had 
difcharged the piftol in the air; and in his 
renewing the fight, after having difarmed 
his antagonift. I therefore defired Mr. 
Whately to be cautious of propagating cir-» 

cumftances 



cumftances which tnight tend to thfow any 
difhonour on my friend, as I was apprehen*- 
five it might be the means of compelling 
him a fecond time to call him to account. 
Mr. Temple has ftated the whole tranfacftion 
to the Public in fo full and fatisfacSory 
a manner, that I hope he will give himfelf 
no more trouble about it. Confcious of the 
honourable part which he afted through 
the whole of this bufinefs, he has- defpifed 
the reports which have been circulated. I 
confefs they alarmed me; efpecially when 
I was informed that they were to be fupported 
by affidavits. I had too good an opinion of 
Mr. Temple, to give the leaft credit to any 
injurious reports ; but if two men had fworn 
that they faw him Jlabbing Mr. Whately in 
the back^ and in fever al other parts of his 
body^ when he was fallen on the ground^ and 
unable to defend himfelf (which were the 
reports circulated againft Mr. Temple,) I fear 
that he would have borne through life, a 
character very different from the one he 
deferves. The trifling and ridiculous decla- 
rations, about ^ /^/ large Gentleman y and a 
lean one, have totally removed my fears. 
One of the declarations I know^to be falfe : 
If therefore the reft contained ^ny thing 
material againfl Mr. Temple, which is 
very far from beia^ the cafe, the Public 
would judge what .credit ought to ^e^given 

to 
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to them. I was at the diftance of about 
three hundred yards from my coach at the 
time the piftols were difcharged. The tefti- 
mony of my fervants will not, I truft, be 
thought neceflary to fupport this circum- 
ftance. As Mr. Whately fpeaks of having 
lojl much blood and of his breajl being affected 
in a manner that made him dVaw his breath 
with difficulty^ it may be imagined that he 
Icnew himfelf to be much wounded at the 
time I offered him the ufe of my coach. 1 
declare, upon my honour, that I then alked 
him if he was wounded, and his ^nfwer 
ivas> he had a fcratch on his face, and as 
there was fome blood on the fide of his (hirt, 
he knew that he was wounded; but thought 
the huft very trifling, as he felt no pain* 
This he repeated to me feveral times in the 
coach, but never gave me the rnofl: diftant 
hint of his having fallen, or of receiving 
any unfair treatment from Mr. Temple. 
The unufual exercife which he had juft 
been engaged in might probably haveocca- 
£oned a fhortnefs of breath. 

When Mr. Whately was ftripped at the 
iurgeon*s, and faw his wounds, he thought 
therti of fuch little confequence, that he 
feemed onjy defirpus of concealing the 
icratch on his face from his mother, in 
whofe company, he faid, he expedled foon to 
'be-r-»I tliink that night. He fpoke in per- 

fecfl 
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feft good humour of Mr. Temple, hoped 
that he was not wounded, and defired that 
I would let him know whether he was or 
riot. I told him that if Mr. Temple was 
wounded, I would in,form hfm of it as foon 
as I went home; and if he did not hear 
from me that night, he might conclude 
Mr. Temple was not hurt. Mr. Whately 
Was not fatisfied with this, but defired me 
to write to him, and inform him whether 
Mr; Temple was wounded or not. When 
I arrived at my own houfe, I found Mr, 
Ternple there, and had the fatisfacftion of 
hearing* from him, that the only hurt he 
received, was a flight fcratch in the .hand* 
I immediately wrote to Mr. Whately ; but 
as I thought the affair entirely at an end, I 
did ndk keep a cdpy of my letter. The fdl-^ 
Jowing is the anfwer I received. 

D E A R s I R , iltb' Dec . Evening. 

It is with fatisfadlioh I learn thait Mr. 
temple has received no hurt, and am obliged 
to both of you for your anxiety oh my account. 
/ do not imagine there can be the leaji room 
Jor any apprehenjions from the trifling hurts 
I received. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft hilmble fervant, 
WM. WHATELY. 
(Directed to Ralph Izard, Efq.) 

I think it right to lay thefe fa(its before 

the 
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the Public, that they may form what judg^ 
ment they think proper. 

Berner^S'Jirect, Jan. 8, 1774. R. IZARD. 



From the. Same^ 



I\ ... 

T was riot till I had feen Mr. Whately's 
•Jaft publication, that I::coiild prevail, on 
myfelf to think him any other at heart than 
an honeft, well-meaning, though a weak 
man, under very bad influence. That. pub- 
lication has fully fettled the matter ia. my 
mind. Having, with a .facred regard to 
truth and candour, already iuhmitted :ta; the 
Public a circumftantial iccount of tlie ilate 
affair between Mr. Whately and nijcfelf, -ft 
would be only an unneceflary repetition td 
point out. the* mifreprefentations in Jiis 
account of that affair, ' X (hall only obferve, 
that Mr. )Vhately might have fpared him- 
lelf the trouble of writing the laft paragraph 
of his narrative; as it always has been, and 
ftill continues to be my determination, to 
have as little concern and intercourfe a$ 
poflible with any but men of truth and 
honour. His friendftiip and enmity I hold 
in equal contempt. 

Great George^Jlreet, "Jan. 9. J. TEMPLE. 

From 
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From /^^ Public Advertiser, of 
February 10, 1774. 



7i? iVLEXANDEH Wedderburne, Efq. .. 

Y OU ftated &§ a facft, in your late fpeect 
before the Privy Council, that Dr. Franklin 
fent the letters in an anonymous cover, 
with injundtions of fecrecy, written in a 
hand, however, well known there; not to 
the Speaker, as officially he ought to have 
done, but to' jirivate perfons. From hence 
you draw a conclulioti, that he was coti- 
icious of vUhny^ and alhamed of having, 
it known. 

The weaknefs of this ftating, were it 
true, would defeat the wickednefs of the 
condufion. How could you fuppofe a nian 
would expeft concealment from fupprefling 
hi^ name, if his hand were well known 1 
or if, by fome ftrange corifufion of ideas, he 
did think himfelf concealed, to what end 
fhould he enjoin fecrecy ? Wherefore (hould- 
he have wilHed for concealment ? Was there 

ft 

fuch terror in the hatred; of thofe he deteded, 
Mr. Hutchinfoa and Mr. Oliver? Could 
he poffibly have conceived that any fet of 
Minifters would be fg weak and wicked 

as 
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as to perfecute him for a meafure, which 
miniftered to them the faireft opportunity of 
healing gracioufly thofe unhappy divifions 
with which they were perplexed in the 
extreme? 

But what will your hearers, what will the 
world think of you, when I affirm, that 
the whole of what you ftated was an abfo- 
lute falfehood ? I defy you to prove a word 
of it. I feel the harftmefs pf the terms I 
ufe, hut I appeal to evQty pne who heard 
you, whether the language you uttered 
intitles you to t>c treated like a gentleman ? 

The letters were inclofed. to the Speaker;. 
that which^^ accompanied them, was figned 
b)^ the Agent i nor was there a fingle in- 
jun(3:ion of fecrecy with regjgrd tq .the 
fender. He apprehended that the. imnle*^ 
diate publication of them .Would yaife the 
papular indignation fo a,s;.to be fa^al to 
the writefs* Out of humanity to them he 
defired they n>ight not be njade public. 
. Dr. Franklin's declaration was the next 
fabjed: of your abufe. You enveighed 
againft it as marking th6 moft inhuman, 
apathy that the imagination could conceive,, 
made to infult over the diftreft, and aggra- 
vate the wounds ^ which his villany had 
occafioned*^ 

Let us flate the fad:, and fee how far it 
will fupport the charge. 

On 
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On the 8th of December a letter, under 
the fignature of Anterior , accufed Mr. Tem- 
ple of diflionourably taking the letters in 
queftion from Mr. Whately, whofe name 
was vouched for the truth of the charge. 
The next day Mr. Temple's accufer appeared, 
declaring .Mr. Whately*s concurrence with 
him in denying the fa(3:s on which the 
charge was founded. So far was there in 
this ftage of the bufinefs an appearance of 
any quarrel likely to happen between thefe 
two Gentlemen, it feemed as if they were 
united in contradidling a malignant, anony- 
mous accufation : But on the nth Mr. 
Whately contradicted Mr, Temple, and at 
four o'clock that day the duel was fought. 
What time or opportunity was there here for 
the intervention of Dr. Franklin, efpecially as 
Mr. Temple's challenge was grounded on 
the other's flatly denying what he had given 
to the Public under his hand ? The original 
caufe too of the difpute was, Mn Wliately^s 
having given rife to * and countenanced a 
moft falfe, unjuft, and cruel accufation 
againfl Mr. Temple. 



VOL. III. T DuBL 



PkJEL b^tweiH Lord George Germaii^ 
and Governour Johnstone. 



•-/ 



v/N the fourteenth of December, X77a, 
Lord Greorgc Germain made a motion in 
the Houfe of Commons for a better attend- 
ance of the Members ; arid faid, that what 
lie had been urging was for the honour of 
the nation, in which he declared he greatly 
iiiterefted himfelf. Governour Johnftone, 
in reply, faid, that he was furprifed the 
Noble Lord fhould intereft himfelf in the 
honour of his country, after he had been 
fo regardlefs of his own. Lord George did 
not hear the words fpoken by Govemoirt 
Johnftone, being gone out of the Houfe^ 
Dut he was informed of them by his friends % 
he was forry, he faid, that he had miffed 
the opportunity of making an inftant repli- 
cation ; but that, however, he would take 
proper notice of it. 

On Monday the 1 7th of December, 1 770, 
Governour Johnftone was attending the 
Committee, who were fitting on the petitions 
relative to the embankment at Durham- 
yard, when Mr. Thomas Towi:\nbend, (now 
Lord Sidney,) came to him, and defiring 
to fpeak with him,, took him into another 

room. 



jtoom, where he told him, ifter making a 
very polite and gentleman-like excufe, as to 
what (hare he had in the bufinefs he came 
upon , that the refledlion he had caft , oa 
the character of Lord George Germain > 
though not heard by himfelf at the tittie, 
had been communicated to him by his 
friends; and that in confequence, Lord 
George had begged of him to wait on 
Governour Johnftone, to defire he would 
retracft what he had faid; that, for his 
own part, he (hould be exceedingly forry 
to have a quarrel happen between two Gen- 
tlemen whom he knew, and for whom he 
had a great refpedt, and therefore hoped > 
to prevent the confequences, Govemout 
Johnftone would retr^adt what he had faid 
refpedling Lord George. The Govemour 
faid it was very true, he had made ufe o£ 
fuch and fuch expreflions in* the Houfe^ 
that they conveyed his opinion; and that 
he would maintain and fupport it. Upon 
which Mr. Town(hend faid, in that cafe. 
Lord George demanded the fatisfadlion of 
a Gentleman from him; which the other 
declared he was ready to give his Lordlhip 
at any time. Mr. Townlhend then faid. 
Lord George was in an adjoining room, and 
if the Governour pleafed they would go to 
him. The Govemour affented ; and Mn 
Townftiend conveyed him to the room in 

*T a which 



-kind which he ever knew, or was concerned 
in, he never found a m^n behave with more 
^courage and coolnefs than Lord George did 
t>n this occafion'. 



Management oftheluojADon Gazette, 

J^Bji? 4^^^f J- B U R K E s .] 
; ; ' Thurfdayy Juneg, 1776. 

•/TlS all men , have their virtues a little 
tmlanced by fome failings, it is furely a 
^ bod-natured part not to dwell upon the 
Ihicathey are dteficient to, but rather to 
X our al^t^ntioh on thtofe points of their 
tharsjdter, in which they evidently excels 
J fhould think it the cruel^ thing in the 
%otld to dwell imon Lord George Germain'3 
^onduft;bf the civil vsrar; hut I am happy to 
bin wMjt tjre world in applauding his Lord- 
hfp*s diexterotris fijanagement of the Gazette. 
Whilft tinder his aufpice^, and animated 
fey his example, our cortnn^nders, by happily 
ffftfttn^ of their pofitiop, by taking the 
ftefolutioh of evacuating towns; and by 
^pfFefting retreats without lofs, are (though 
touite in a new way) conq^uering Provinces 
yfepad^ his Lordfliip is eniplo^dd, according 

to 




AP^EKDIX. ^79 

to tlie foundeft principles of the beft critic?, 
in recording their g^at exploits at home. 

Livy has been cenfured as difFufe; 
Salluft, Thucydides, and Tacitus, have been 
criticifed for an affe6led brevity, bordering 
on the obfcure^ Thefe general remarks 
favour of pedantry, and niere literary cant- 
To judge of the faults or excellence of the 
UifFufe, or the concife, of the perfpicuous, 
or the obfcure ftyles,, we muft confidef 
well the nature of the fubjed, and the 
defign of the author. No univerfal rule 
can be laid down. Some things cannot be 
difplayed too amply, and too minutely to 
the public curiofity . Others had better be juft 
touched upon . Some (houid fliipe in a glam 
of light; others ihould be caft ipodeftly into 
the fhade. Some ought to be proclaimed by 
the found of trumpet; othei?s there are^ ia 
which iilence is the real eloc|uence. 

If you would know how well Lord 
George Germain has employed all thefe 
ftylcs (and this no ftyle) you muft confider 
tibe end and purpoie for which (befides 
fame and immortality) a Secretary of State 
condescends to become an a;athor« 

The world at large is not aware of the 
real objedl of our war in America. The 
fole drift and end of all our c^eralions these, 
has hitherto been, neither more nor l^s, 
than to difpofe of the fums of money that 

have 
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have been raifed here, i Thefe have beeii 
vaftj and the difperfion of them has not 
been fo perfe6Hy eafy, as the common run 
of people might imagine. But, by the aid 
of our kind and difinterefted friends, (the 
London contracftors , and the German Princes,) 
the thing may be done. The facility, how- 
ever, of the expenditure, may not always 
facilitate the fupply. A great Statefman, 
like other . ingenious artifts, muft tickle the 
ear, whilft he extrac^ts the purfe. The 
mob out of doors love a little good news, 
though it be at, their, own coft. A viiftory 
is worth a million ; and a good bonfire 
compenfates a tax. The wife Minifter (like 
the induftrious ?Lnt) forecafts, the winter, 
and prepares ,the mind for the ways arid 
means of the feffion, by the intelligence 
with "which he entertains us during the 
recefs. In the execution of this; plan,! he 
ilritflly follows the great mafters of antiquity* 
The polite critic of the Court of Auguftus, 
Horace, was intended by that great Empe- 
ror (not fo happy in obtaining obedience to 
his commands J as our Sovereign) for the 
office of Secretary of State. Whilft that 
bufiriefs : was : in agitation , he wrote thofe 
excellent rules . for Gazettes, which have 
been unaccountably miftaken for the rules of 
dramatic poetry. .Agrpfs error!, for. what 
has a Secretary of State, to do with wn'/mg. 
. ' ^tragedies I 
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tragedies? Or how can we imagine that 
Horace, ^fter commanding a Roman legion, 
and diftinguiflxing himfelf in war, fhould 
condefcend to undertake thediredlion of the 
opera ? The Gazette is the proper bufinefs 
of his department. Befidesthe obfervations 
on ftyle that I have juft made, and which 
I confefs I borrowed from this great judge, 
he makes feveral others of moment. He 
advifes his Gazette writer to mix his falfe- 
hood with fome truth, ita mentitur (fays he) 
ut veris falfa remifcet. ^ And he giyes his 
reafon, and a very folid one, 

Primo ne medium^ medio ne difcrepat mum. 

He recommends it to them to put off, and 
to bring on rnatters, as niay beft fu it political 
purpofes : . 

Ut nunc die at jam ntinc debentia dici^ 
Pleraque differ at, ^ et prejens in tempus 
omit tat. 

Ejut if fa6ts prove fo. very untradable, as by 
no art of mixture or procraftination, to h^ 
made pleafant, why then he thinks they are 
to be totally pmitted : 

■ > . - ■ Slue 

Defperat traBata nitefcere pojfe^ relinquit. 

To exemplify in the mpft fatisfadtory 
manner his Lx)rd(1iip*s (kill in Condu6ling his 
Gazette upon* thefe rules, the reader may 
yemember the ^mple account we had of the 

exploits 
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exploits of Lord Dan more. No one capu 
tive piece was omitted of thofe miferable 
old cannon, wbich, until they were to • * open 
their mouths, and (hew forth his praile," 
had ilept and rufted in neglect on the wharfs 
of Virginia. Ail the pompous difplay of 
Livy arid Clarendon, were employed to 
^corate the triumph of this favourite Gene- 
Tal. After this great and decifive advan- 
tage obtained by Lord Dunmore (as far as 
we could discover from the Gazette) we had 
nothing to do, but. to take poffeffion of a 
cjifarmed Province. The gratitude of the 
nation was equal to the fervices of the Gene- 
ral. His Lordfliip was immortalized in the 
Gazette. He was adopted into the facred 
iixteen, levees, alTemDlies, cofFee-Jioufes, 
all agreed (and they were certainly right) 
that if every Governor had afted with the 
fpirit of Lord Dunmore, we rauft have efta- 
bliflied our dominion, in all the other Pro- 
vinces, as perfed:ly as we had done in 
Virginia. 

In the midft of all the joy that arofe from 
fuch important vid:ories as Lord Dunmore 's, 
fo amply dHplaycd, an odd fort of an 
account arrived », - A Very brave officer; as 
brave and as intelligent an o^cer as any in 
th6 King's fervice. Major Fordyce, with a 
detachnprent of our bell grenadier?, was fent 
by thi$ heroic conunand^r Lord Dunmore. 

upon 



upon a weli-planhed expedition i to which 
there were but two fmall obje<ftions. One, 
that it was pcrfedtly hnpracflicable ; the 
other, that if it did fucceed, it could be of 
no kind of ufe. Accordingly Major Fordyce 
was killed. The party was defeated; all 
<he grenadiers flain or made prifoners — ^What 
faid the lately communicative Gazette ? Not 
a fyllable.- The Secretary of State had 
wafted his ftock of eloquence in his pane- 
gyric on Lord Danmore. He had nothing 
left for the funeral oration of* Fordyce. H? 
was as filent as the .grave in which that gaU 
Jatit officer and his brave foidiers were laid. 
And where was the neceflity for much diC- 
courfe f The man was dead j and what did 
. it fignify to put oui-felves into an ill humour 
^bout what we could not poffibly help. 

This Virginian hiftory is an inftance of 
the diiFufed jftyle of the^ Gazette contrafted 
with the oppofite extreme of excellence,*— 
the expreflive and eloquent filence. Thfc 
infiances of a lefs violent, but equally }udi- 
^y^ <:ious cbntraft, ^rt frequent, and happily 
•mixed in. I wiH endeavour to recal them 
<o the reader's memory • Without fuch ^ 
fetrofpedl It will not bfe eafy to enter into 
"the true fpirit of this exquilite politico-literary 
performance, which is now the fole fource 
of authentic intelligence, ^nd the only vehicle 
!Bf our fummer's delight atid information. 

4 When 
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When the forts of St. John and Ch amble 
were taken by the Provincials, and upwards 
of 500 regular troops made prifoners, there 
was a\ demand for the. . compadt, clofe, 
laconic, ftyle. The Giazette did not alto- 
gether omit thefe events ; but with a won- 
derful energy and brevity, related them iiji 
much fewer lines than the fhorteft article 
of the capitulation, by which thofe unhappy 
troops had furrendered prifoners of war. 
Of cannon and ftores, not one word. Thefe 
were left to tihe imagination of the readei?. 
All accounts of the taking of cannon, in 
the explicit ftyle, belonged, exclufively, 
to Lord Dunmore. 

We may remember too, that when Arnold 
made the aftonilhing march, - which wiU 
forever immoftalife his nacn^, the Gazettp 
was not abfoluteJy filerit; : It gave to merit 
one honeji line i and in the laconic bfevicy of 
Lord George Qermain , * * one Arnold appeared 
at Point Levi . " - ^ . ^ < 

Of the taking of Montreal^ wh^cb place 
with the whole ftrengtb of. England and 
America conjoined, had foi-merly given 
glory and Peerage to Lord; .Amherft-r-ou 
the part of the Gazette SILENCE ;— Col. 
Prefcot, his fhips, his foldiers, his ftores 
taken afterwards — SILENCE. 

This -uniformity of filence, however 
prudent,, and even chaftely dog^uent^ P?igJy^ 

feem 
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feem riather dull, and at length begin to 
difguft. People might learn an ugly habit 
of looking elfewhere for intelligence. Jn 
this diftrefs an event happened, which 
juftified the drawing up the floodgate, and 
letting out all that flow of eloquence which 
had been fo long dammed in. Montgomery'^ 
an obfcure man, of whom we had heard 
nothing before from authority^ was killed 
at Quebec, and his troops repulfed. But 
unfortunately, everl On this fairefl: of all 
occafions, we were again fadly at a lofs. 
This happy opportunity was in danger of 
being whol^ thrown away. The queftion 
arofe, where is the authority for this good 
news? The conquering General was too 
clofely blocked up, to fend a meflenger of 
the decifive vi<ftory he had obtained. To 
take intelligence from the Philadelphia news- 
papers, and to put at the foot of the account, 
** Charles Thompfon^** (not our Sir Charles,) 
•* and by order of the Congrefs^** was too much. 
In effed:, it was to regifl:er a rebellious 
libel among the confecrated records of office. 
This was hard undoubtedly. 

The diffitulty fl:aggered the American 
Secretary of State. In an hurry a council 
is called. The Attorney" General, in his 
firm, flurdy, direct Way, objedled to the 
meafure. He relied on it, that fuch a ftep 
might teach people to put fome truft in 

rebellious 






* * 

rebellious publications ; and would, befides, 
totally take away the beft, and fometime$ 
only excufe we had for our prudent referve 
on moft of our defeats, viz. that we had 
them only from the narrative of the rebels. 
This had fome weight. But Mr, Wedder- 
bume, whofe forte is dexterity and refine- 
ment, obferved, that the Congrefs, as they 
are a raw, new government, and to that 
time unacquainted with difgraces, had not 
learned the art of gloffing a misfortune, but 
had delivered •* a plain, round, unvarnifhed 
tale" of their defeat. This advantage is 
not to be miffed. Here (faid Mr. Wedder- 
bume) we may dilate at the expence of an 
enemy 4 The narrative, as far as it goes, 
is their own; and our imagination is at 
liberty to add full enough on this foundation. 
We cloath ourfelves with the fpoils of the 
enemy. We may drefs ourfelves ** ^ /* 
Congrefs.^^ 

Dqnaumqi i^fis^i^ nobis 



Apt emus, ^ dolus an virtus quis in bojie requirit ? 

Lord George carried it for his friend the 
Solicitor's opinion. The Philadelphia Con-» 
grefs Gazette fupplied the materials for our*s ; 
and here, (but at their expence,) we expatiated 
again. The ftunted Gazette once more (hot 
out into a full luxuriance of narrative. 

This 
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This mode> however, of borrowing an 
enemy's account is too ticklifh to be adopted 
as a regular practice. Then came in the 
gjreat delicate point in all hunnan affairs, 
•* to know when to leave off.*' For, un- 
luckily,, thofe exotic Congrefs news-papers 
began to fhoot out fome things that would 
not bear tranfplanting, and were not at 
all adapted to flourifh in the foil of the 
London Gazette. The taking, for inflance, 
of Brigadier General Macdonald in North 
Carolina — the killing Colonel Macleod — ^the 
defeat of 1500 of our Highland troops, and 
the difarming of the whole party ; — ^although 
all undeniably true — was not proper ftuiF 
for a London Gazette. The expedition of 
General Schuyler into the Indian country^ 
although equally certain — the capitulation, 
of Sir John Johnfon— the making him a 
prifoner on parole — the fubmiflion and laying 
down their arms by 600 of our loyal fubjedts 
(Scots and Tories) and the compelling ibme 
of our natural allies, the humane Savages 
of the Five Nations, to lay down the hatchet 
— thefe accounts, one fees at firft fight, could 
by no art be "made fitting for the Gazette^ 
Of thef^, therefore, nothing was faid. 

The end of writing is et prodeffe et dtleSiare^ 
In a paper where the profit of Minifters^ 
and the delight of the people, were to be the 
great obje<fts, it would be a piece of down^ 

right 
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rigjit abfurdity to mention fiich thingi a^ 
cannot poffibly tell to the advantage of the 
one of the parties, or afford any fort of 
fatisfacftion to either of them. 

Mr. Miller, I find it impoffible to do 
juftice to the merits of Minifters, as Hifto- 
rians of their own exploits, in a fingle paper. 
The fubjedl ^rows upon me, as the matter 
xifes in dignity and importance. Referving, 
therefore, the inimitable beauties of the 
Bofton narrative to another time, I fhall for 
the prefent fatisfy myfelf with remarking, 
that the naval part of the war, though 
probably it comes from another quarter, 
is related on the fame principle, and with 
no lefs perfection than that, which is carried 
on upon the Terra firma. 

One of our men of war returns home 
jrather in a fhabby condition. But what 
does fhe come for ? In reality to bring the 
news of her own efcape from the Americans. 
Since our affairs are in that pleafant fituation, 
that retreats zre happy Jhiftings of pojition^ 
and, that efcapes are to take rank as vid:ories, 
it becomes necelTary to difplay .this eminent 
advantage at full length ; and it is accord- 
ingly related at large in the true technical 
llylei and with all the elegant perfpicuity 
of the nautical dialedl. The Gazette, fo 
lately on the referve, here becomes prodigal 
of information. We have, on the efcape 

of 
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of the Glafgow (for the firft time) an account 
of Commodore Hopkins *s fquadron ; the 
number of veffels ; the number of guns ; 
the number of men ; an account as exadi a$ 
if we were furnilhed with it from the Navy 
Office of Philadelphia. The ftate of the 
Britifli Navy was refufed on the motion of 
a Marine officer in Parliament, laft feffion^ 
Amends are now made by a precife detail 
(given gratis) of one of the Americaft 
fleets. We have the fatisfadlion to find that 
this navy is in (hoal water, (but fafe enough,) 
in New England. In the late war, the 
efcape of one of our flout frigates, built and 
furnifhed for war, from a little fquadron^ 
confifting of a decayed merchantman, with 
a floop and fchooner or two, haftily and 
ill fitted into privateers, would fcarce have 
deferved a long laboured account in the 
Gazette. But things are altered ; Mr. Pitt 
was. Lord George Germain /V, Secretary of 
State. 

In this laft piece we are furnifhed at one 
and the fame time with a curious example 
of the various excellencies of the full difplay, 
and of the judicious referve. The Gazette, 
which knows fo minutely every gun in 
Hopkins's fleet, and its weight of metal, 
fays nothing at all of this fellow's carrying 
his convoy, and the military ftores with 
which he was heavily laden ^ fafely to the 
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place of their deftinatiori: Nor does Jt 
know, that he had takfen a tranfport and 
tender in his Majefty^s fervice It even 
omits a piece of good fortune of the Glafgow^ 
whofe fhot in the very firft broadlide damaged 
Hopkins's rudder in fuch a manner, that his 
Ihip lay for two hours incapable of purfuit 
or fight. 

To compleat this account of the American 
Regatta, made for our fpecial amufement ; 
by the fame ufe of light and fhade in the 
narrative, we are informed that a great 
number of fhips and ^ejfels have been takeQ. 
By this judicious choice of terms, the num- 
ber is as efFe6tually fwelled by the feizure 
of a cock boat,/ as by the taking of the 
largeft fhip that ever failed in the Virginia 
trade. 

As to captures made on the part of the 
Americans, we might conclude from the 
prudent filence of the Gazette, that there 
were abfolutely none. If it were not for 
an impertinent tell-tale in the city, called 
Lloyd's Lift, (who, in all good policy ought 
lo be iilenced,) we (hould never havegueffed 
that above FIFTY tranfport (hips had been 
taken by the Americans; the Ihips them- 
felves, excluiive of the cargoes, of as much 
^alue at leaft as the whole of the prizes 
t^ken from the Americans. 
' Ja a word, whether by, land or fea, we 

are 
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are fc^Fcely intitled from authority to believe, 
that onei misfortune has happened! in the 
whole war. AH is glory, fuccefs, arid 
vi(ftory. Vet thirteen Provinces are loft, 

VALENS. 
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Account of the Duel between the Marquis 
Townfhend and the Earl of Bellamorit, 

vyN the a4th of November, 1772, Lord Bel- 
lamont employed Lord Charlemontto wait oil 
Lord Townfhend with the following paper', 
which he read to Lord Townftiend. It will, 
fully explain the nature of the offerice giv6n 
to Lord Bellamont at the Caftle of Dublin irf 
February, 1770, and was as follows : 

** I wait upon your Lordfliip by defire o^ 
Lord Bellamont : Firft, To retui'n your 
Lordfliip his thanks for the recdmimendations 
to the King, with which you honoured him, 
and for which it was his intention to have 
thanked you in perfon, if you had done hini 
the favour to receive him the lafl: time that he 
attended by your Lordfhip's appointmefnt for 
private audience. I am further to alcquaint 
your Lordfliip, that Lord Bellamont thought 
it his duty not to break in upon your Lordmip' 
at an earlier day, left he fliould interrupt yoU 
in giving an account of your high commiffion 
to the King, or in taking an accbunt of yo^ur 
own important affairs . But as your Lordfliip 
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has now beeil twelve days in town, ht cott^ 
ceives that he ipay with propriety remind youi* 
Lordlfhip of the difrefpeft thrown upon him by 
the meffage delivered to him from your TLord- 
fhip by your Aid-de-Camp, of which Lord 
Bellamont makes no doubt that your Lordfhip 
retains a perfedl recolleftion ; it having been 
of that force as to have obliged him to refign 
his employment in the army, in order that he 
rnight be at liberty to call upon your Lordfhip 
for an adeduate apology without incurring the 
King^s diipleafure. But left your Lordfhip 
ffiould not have a minute recolle^ion of that 
tranfaftion at this diftance of time, Lord 
BellaiTiont has flate'd it as fallows : 

^^ When Lord Bellamont, after feveral re- 
peated attendances by appointment,on all wjfiich 
occafions he had been put off without feeing 
your Lordfhip, did again wait upon your 
Lordfhip by appointment, the Aid-de-Camp 
in waiting having gone down to your 
Lordfhip and returned, addrefTed Lord 
Bellamont in an audible voice, and acquainted 
him, that he need not ftay any longer, for 
that your Lordfhip would not be at leifure to 
fee him that day ; and at the fame time turning 
to feveral other perfons of different ranks and 
profeflions, he told them that your Lordfhip 
requefted they would wait, as your Lordfhip 
would fee tbem^ however late it might be 
before you could finifh with them, or words 
to that effedt^ Lord Bellamont replied to 

the 



the Aid-de-Camp : His 5xceU<incy will b^ 
pleafed to afcertain at what time he will fe^ 
me. I have already waited feveral titnes bv 
appointment, and have been fent away ea^ch 
♦ time. To which the Aid-de-Caixip brought 
back the following meffage to Lord.Bella-* 
mont: His EJxcellency commands me to 
tell your Lordfhip, th^t he ufually doej 
pciilitary bufinefs on Wedn^fdays, and any 
other bufinefs on Thurfdays ; Th^t if your 
]Lordfhip comes on either of thofe day$, and 
that his Excellency ihall be at leifur?^ he 
will fee you amoqg pther§ in your turn. To 
which t^ord ^pllamont replied. Sir, you ' 
will be fo good as to inform his Excellency, 
that as a Peer of the realm I have a right tp 
audience ; but if\ his Excellency does not 
know what he qw^s to me, I know what I 
owe to myfelf, j^nd therefore will not wait 
upon him here or elfewhere, L will write, ^ 
letter to his Excellency, fluting my bufinefs, 
to which I expect^ he willfhew due attention, 
^s it nearly qonc^rns a refpe(5lable corps of 
pfKcers. This, my Lord, is, ^s Lord Bella- 
mont conceives, an exa(ft ftate of the reci-» 
profcal mpiTages which paffed between your 
Lordfhip and Lord Bellamont: But as he 
did not; take them down in writing, he can- 
not pofitively aver each fyllable. This, 
however, he can pofitively affirm, that fuch 
>vas the matter o^ th^ meffage, and the 
(t term* 
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terms in which it was conceived, though 
jnanifeftly foftened by the Aid-de-Camp; 
that the idea which it conveyed to every 
perfon prefent was that of an intentional 
indignity wantonly caft on Lofd Be}lamont 
by your Lordftiip. Lord Bellamont conceives 
that^ an Aid-de-Camp is the authentic mef- 
fenger of his fuperiour, and therefore that 
a meflage delivered t^ the one is as the litera 
fcripta of the other. Lord Bellkmqnt conr 
iiders yoyr Lordfliip alone refponfible ta 
him, and your Lofdfhip the only perfon 
with whom he is to account. The injury is 
of publick notoriety, and therefore an affront 
upon record, -jvjiich does not admit of any 
pegociation. 

Lord Townihend having aflced what 
apology Lord Bellamont ^required. Lord 
Charlempnt read the following article : 

** Thp only apology which the nature of 
the offence will admit of, is that of afking 
Lord Bellamont's pardon. Lord Bellamont 
does not mpan to hurry your Lordfliip in any- 
thing, but expecfls yoiir Lordfhip's anfwer 
in a reafonable time, at all events one day at 
lea,ft before your Lordfliip leaves town/* 

Lord Townfliend madfe anfwer : I cannot 
aflc pardon, as it vyould Be an acknowledge- 
fnent of an offence I never intended. 
' Lord Charlemont replied: I am not at 
liberty to take- back 'any other anfwer to 

Lord 
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Lord Bellamont than that your LordfHip afks 
his pardon, or defires to take time to confider 
of aflcing it; I therefore intreat your Lx)rd-^ 
Ihip will refledt before you lay me under 
an abfolute neceffity of delivering another 
meflage to your Lordfhip, which Lord Bel- 
lamont fends with the utmoft regret, and 
which I fhall deliver with equal relucftancy. 

Lord Townlhend having perfifted in his 
refufal. Lord Charlemont read to Lord 
Townfhend the following meflage: 

** I am enjoined by Lord Bellamont to 
tell your Lordfhip from him, that he con- 
fiders you diverted of every principle th^t 
conftitutes the characflerof aman of honour.'* 

Upon Lord Charlemont 's delivery of this 
laft meffage, Lord Townfliend begged his 
permiflion to call in a friend to be witneft 
of it. Colonel Frazer having come in, 
Lord Townfliend requefl:ed that Lord Char- 
lemont would agairi read this laft: meflage. 
Lord Charlemont thereupon read the entire 
paper a fecond time, and being requefl:ed by 
Lord Townfliend to carry back an anfwer to 
Lord Bellamont, Lord Charlemont, conform- 
able to his private infl:rud:ions from Lord 
Bellamont, replied, that any meflTage Lord 
Townfliend might have to fend mufl be fex^t; 
by a meflenger of his own. 

On Saturday the 26th, at half an hour aft^r 
eleven o'clock at night. Lord Bellamont receiv- 
^d the following letter froix> Lord Ligouier : 

7 MY 
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MY LORD, December zSth^ 1773. 

** I have a meflage to deliver to your 
Lordfliip from Lord Townfhend, and beg 
to know when I may be allowed to wait 
** on you. I have the honour to be^ 

** MyLord^ 
** Your Lordftiip's moft obedient, 

** Moll humble fervant, 
North Audley^Jtreet. ** LIGONIER.*^ 
(To the Earl of Bellamont.) 



To which Lord Bellamont fent the follow- 
ing anfwer : 

" MY LORD, 

** I this moment received the honour 
of your Lordfhip's letter, communicating 
to ihe that you have a meflage to deliver 
to me from Lord Townfhend, and defiring 
to know when I (hall be at home to 
receive your Lordfhip. I (hall not go 
abroad to-morrow, but will wait at home 
to have the honour of receiving you^i 
Lordfhip, and any commands you may 
have for me. I have the honour to be, 

*• My Lord, 
** Your Lordfhip 's very humble, 

** And obedient fervant, 
Curzon^Jlreet , '* BELLAMONT/*^ 
Saturday nighty half after 11 o^clock. 
. fToJLord Fifcount Lie oiiiL¥i.) 

On 
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On Sunday morning at eleyen p'clock 
Ix)rd Ligoiiier waited on \j>Yd Bellamont, 
who anticipating Lord Ligonier, faid, ** Be- 
fore I receive the melTage your Lordfliip has 
to deliver to me, I mi^ft beg leave to cal| 
in Lord Gharlemont, in order that as CoL 
Frazer was prefent at thie delivery of my 
meffage tp Lord Townlhend, J^ord Gharle- 
mont piay be prefent at the delivery of Lord 
Townfliend's meffage tome; to which Lord 
Ligonier immediately confented. Lord Gharr 
lemont being called in, Lord Bellamont faid^ 
the tranfaftion had, he fuppofed, been 
^elated to Lord Ligonier on the part of Lord 
Townfhend. He wifhed it (hould be related 
by Lord Charlemont on the part of him, 
for he (hould be concerned to be mifconceived 
by Lord Ligonier, for whom he had a high 
Tefpedt; and that from tlie moment that 
Lord Ligonier fhould have delivered Lord 
iTownfliend's meflage, he did not think it 
proper for himfelf or friend to fpeak another 
word; of which Lord Ligonier having 
expreffed his approbation, Lord Gharlemont 
read the paper to Lord Ligonier, which he 
had by Lord Bellamont 's defire read to Lord 
Townfhend. Lord Ligonier then addrefling 
Lord Bellamont, faid, ** What will your 
Lordfhip fay, when, notwithftanding the 
force of this meffage, I tell you I am autho- 
rized by Lord Townfhend to affure your 

Lordfliip, 
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Lordfliip, he never meant to offend you?** 
Lord Bellamont, after a little paufe, replied^ 
^* I confefs, my Lord, this is more than I 
f xped):ed ; but fince then Lord Townfhend's 
firft cgire is to juftify his intentions towards 
jrie even under his pr^fent fituation, let him 
do it in fuch a manner ^s to juftify me in 
releafing him from that fituation. The 
apology your Lordfhip has now delivered to 
ine IS qot yet entirely fufEcient/' Lord 
Ligonier defired leave to go back to Lord 
Townfhend, and fhortly returned with the 
following meffage : ** Lord Town (lien d has 
already aflured your Lordfhip he never 
meant to pffend you. He further affures 
you he is forry for the affair.** Lord Bellar 
piont then faid, ** Before I {proceed any fur- 
ther, I muft defire that Lord Ancram be fent 
for, as he has this morning accepted the 
office of being my friend in the field if I 
(hall be called upon.** Lord Ancram being 
arrived, and inforn^ed by the Lords Char- 
lemont and Ligonier of what had paffed, 
the Lords Charkmont and Ancram declared 
that nothing more cpuld be demanded; ^nd 
then with Lord Ligonier faid, that Lord 
JBellamont could not lurely require that Lord 
Townfliend fhould alk his pardon for an 
offence which he had now in the molt 
fatisfiiClory manner declared he had never 
comniittcd. Lord Bellamont made anfwer, 

*• My 
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'«* My Lords, I fed as you do, that every 
thing is implied in this apology ; but it is 
neceflary that it be fully exprefled ;'* and 
having defired leave to retire into another 
room to confider the matter more clearly, he 
j-eturned with the following written paper, 
which he gave to Lord Ligonier, telling hirii 
at the fame time, that he did not tie him 
down to the letter, but that was the purport 
of the only reparation he could receive, viz. 
•* Lord Townlhend does admit that the 
meflage delivered to Lord Bellamont by his 
Aid-de-Camp was highly offenfiye; he 
therefore difavow§ it as fuch, and declares 
that it wais not in his intentions to give Lord 
^ellamont any offence, and that he is very 
xnuch concerned for the miftake/* Lor4 
Ligonier accordingly waited on Lord Townr 
(hend with the faid paper, and brought back 
to Lord Bellamont an apology confonant to 
the full and "fentire purport of it, conceived 
in the moft fatisfad:ory terms, i^ord Bella- 
mont immediately requefted Lord Ligonier 
would affure Lora Townfhend, that as Lord 
Townlhend had by that laft apology done 
away the foundation of the meflage delivered 
from him to Lord Townfhend by Lord 
Charlemont, he had very great pleafure iti 
declaring it cancelled and. annulled. 

CHARLEMONT. (L. S.) 
ANCRAM. (L. S.) 

^^ I canno^: 



^* I cannot refufe figning the pap« dclif. 
vercd to me this morning without amgninff 
tny rcafons for it ; ai>d 1 flatter myfelf the 
motive of my d^clinin^ it wijl ju^ify me 
to the world. 

^ I aflent tq the fafts and progreflions as 
plated, but J was mifunderftood if what I 
iaid relative to J^rd Townfhepd was con-* 
^dered a^ a meflage from hitn. It certainly 
was not Lord X^wnfhend's intentions i| 
(hould bet fo, though I was authorifed tQ 
f^Y it from Lord Townihend to L^rd Bellas 
inont, which diftincflion J dicj pot make tQ 
l^ord Pellamont. 

As I wlflied, frpm motives of humanity, 
to bring the affair to an honourable con-, 
flufion without coming to extremities, \ 
propofed returning to Lord Townfliend : my 
view in fo dping was that of promoting 
9n accommodation honourable to both. 

** If I conveyed any other idea to the 
L^rds on my return from Lord Townfliend 
than a confirmation that his Lordfliip had 
intended no affront or injury to Lord Bella- 
mont, and that he difapproved the manner 
of the Aid-de-Camp, I have to regret that 
I had not the good fortune to explain myfelf' 
according to, my own ideas and thofe of 
Lord Townlhena. 

•*. Injuftice to Lord Townfhend, I muf^ 
beg leave to obferve^ that whatever expref- 

flon$ 
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fions of concern he might make ufe of oh 
this mifunderftanding, arofe from the regret 
every man of honour muft feel under a 
fuppofition of having given offence. This 
is what I underftood from Lord Townfhend; 
and what I meant^to convey. 

*-* I cannot but perfevere in declining to 
(ign the paper, as I find upon confiderationt 
that what I thought an explanation, equally 
honourable to both, may be conftrued irito 
a fubmiffive apology, which muft appear 
humiliating to Lord Townlhend, 

** What impreflions niay have beent 
received from any expreffions of mine in: 
the mkny private converfations I have hstd 
on this painful event, I will not prcfume 
to determine ; but I declare upon my honour^ 
I have had no other view than to terminate 

I 

this affair to the honour of all parties, and 

fhall lament if my endeavours jQiould be 

fruftrated. 

Ja^i. 219th, 1773. LIGONIER. (L. S,) 

This is a true copy of the original in the 
hands of Lord Bellaniont. 

CHARLEMONT. 
ANCRAM. 

February 2, 1773* 
This afternoon, between four and fiv^ 
o'clock, thel(3ng-fubfifting difference between 
Lord Townfhend and the Earl of Bellamont, 

wa$ 
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\va^ finally decided in Mary-Ie-borte-fieldTs^ 
when the latter received a ball in the right 
fide of his belly , near his groin. They were 
armed with fmall fwords, ^nd a cafe of 
piftols, but it was agreed to ufe the latter 
firft. Lord Townlhend ^red firftj which 
gave the unfortunate wound, and Lord Bel- 
lamont difcjiarged his piftol. immediately 
after, without effed:. The feconds were, 
the Hon. Mr, Dillon for Lord Bellamont^ 
and Lord Ligonfer for Lord Townfhend. 
Lord Bellamont was immediately taken up, 
and put into a chaife, but, from the agony 
arifing from his wound, he could not bear 
the motion ; a chair was therefore imme-» 
diately fent for, and he was with great pain 
put into it, and carried to his lodgings, 
where, when. ► he arrived, he defired to be 
laid on his back. Mr. Bromfield, and other 
furgeons were immediately called in, who 
after fome time, extrad:ed the ball, and his 
Lordfhip recovered. 

Their Lordfhips behaved to each other in 
the field with great pplitenefs. Wheii they 
had % taken their ground. Lord Bellamont 
took off his hat, which was returned by 
Lord Townfhend, who aiked his antagonilt 
which he chofe fliould fire firft. Lord 
Bellamont anfvvered, he begged Lord Town- 
lhend would, which was immediately com- 
plied with. 

Sir 
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Sir George S^vile's Addrefs to his 
Co7%Jlituents^ in the year 1780, is'deferving 
of prefervaiion. The following is a copy 
of it. 



To the Gentlemen^ Clergy, and Freeholders of 

the County of York. , 

GENTLEMEN, 

X VENTURE once more to make you a 
tender of my fervice in Parliament. Give 
me leave, at the fame time, to offer you 
my cordial thanks for all the indulgencies 
you have fhewn ipej and for your kind 
acceptance of my endeavours to perform the 
duty I had undertaken. I look upon that 
partiality and favour as a moft honourable ' 
teftimony, becaufe it proves that you €;nter- 
tain a conviitliion of the purity of my inteny- 
tions, fufficient to make you overlook every 
thing amifs wMch did not proceed from 
the will. 

In renewing my delire to continue .in 
your fervice, I think it, however, nly duty 
to confefs to you, that it has not been 
without much ferious confideration, and 
more than common hefitation, that I have 
determined upon it. I muft not omit 
making you aware, that it is by no means 

probable 
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probable I ftiould be able. even to perform 
the mere duty of attehdance as pundlually 
as I have hitherto done; efpecially if the 
duration of Parliament fhould prove to be 
for feven years. By what I have in fome 
degree experienced already, I have no reafon 
' to believe fo long a continuance of fuch an 
Attendance would be perfe^ly confiftent with 
my health, 

3ut there is fomething more ferious I 
have to fay to you on this fubjedt. The 
fatisfacSlion and honour of attending your 
bufineft, has ever overbalanced the labour: 
but my attendance during the laft Parliament 
has been fomething worfe than laborious ; 
it has been difcoufaging, grievous, and 
painful. Look back^ for a moment, upon 
the things which have been done, or (being 
done,) have been approved of, by that body, 
of which I have been a conftituent part. 
Compare the prefent with the paft fituation 
of public affairs. .Whether glory, conqueft, 
and riches; or peace, content, liberty^ and 
the enjoyment of your conftitutional rights, 
be four principal objedls — ^In which of them 
have you been gratified ? I have been, in 
my colled:ive capacity, a party to all thefe 
changes, and to all the mealures which have 
produced them : fupported in this mortifying 
situation with one only confolation, a very- 
great one indeed to my own mind, that of 

being 
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being able to iffure you, that there has 
been no one meafure, of all thofe which 
have proved fo ruinous and fatal, which I 
have not, as an individual, refilled, to the 
utmoft of my power. A poor, barren^ 
inefFedlual, negative; and a miferable claim 
to your favour, to have failed (as far as my 
poor and flender efforts are in queftion) 
ialmoft in every point regarding thofe jrights 
and that profperity which I was fpecially 
chofen to cultivate and to maintain. 

I return to you, therefore, baffled and 
difpirited, and I am forry that truth obliges 
me to add, with hardly a ray of hope of 
feeing any change in the miferable courfe 
of public calamities. 

On this melancholy day of account in 
rendering up to you my truft, I deliver to 
you your (hare of a country maimed and 
weakened, its treafures laviftied and mis- 
fpent, its honours faded, and its condud): 
the laughing-ftock ' of Europe; our nation 
in a manner without allies or friends, except 
fuch as we have hired to deftroy our felloT^ 
fubjed:s, and to ravage a country, in which 
we once claimed an invaluable fhare. I 
return to you fome of your principal privi- 
leges impeached and mangled. And, laftly, 
I leave you, as I conceive at this hour and 
monjent, fully, effedlually, and abfolutely 
under the difcretjioh and power of a military 

VOL. III. A force^ 
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force, which is to adt without waiting for 
the authority , of the civil magiftrates ; for 
it is fit you Ihouid know, if you are not 
already informed, that an order iiTued in 
London, (at a moment when the violence of 
the riots and the remiffnefs of the civil 
magiftrate might render neceffary an extra>- 
ordinary and violent temporary exertion of 
the military,) that order, I fay, has, as I 
have good grounds to believe; been exten<fcd 
to the whole kingdom j where neither of 
thofe caufes exifted in any degree Sufficient 
to juftify fo decifive and extraordinary a 
meafure ; and I do nc^ know of that order 
b^ng recalled. 

In this ftate of public affairs, and widt 
this ^Kxoufit to render of my commiflSon, 
Jtidge whether I can boldly and chearfully^ 
er fupport^d by any rational confidence, 
boftft to you as candidates are wont to do, 
of wiM I wi^U do, and what I wiQ under*- 
tftke foJr your fervice. 

Fmt this reti£m, avoiding even the uiual 
;^k of fuch AddrefTes, and forbearing as 
w«ll the forward promifes as the fuperncial 
liumbknefs of phrafe in ufe on thefe ocou- 
lioM, I make it a folemn duty to lay before 
yau, without difguife or palliation, the pn^ 
fent ftaie of your concerns as they appear 
to me, and the gloomy profpe^ whicJh ikts 
beforid us. 

Some 
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Some hav?e been accu{e4 of exaggerating 
the public misfortunes, nay, of having endea- 
voured to help forvJ'ard the mifchief, that 
they might afterwards raife difcontents. I 
am willing to hope, that neither my temper, 
nor my iituation in life, will be thought 
naturally to urge me to promote mifery, 
difcord, or confufion; or to exult in the 
fubverfion of order, or in the ruin of property. 
I have no reafon to contemplate with plea- 
fure the poverty of our country, the increafe 
o^ our debts and of our taxes 1 or the decay 

of ^our commerce-— Truft not however to 

■ » 

my report. Refledt, compare, and judg« 
foryourfelves. 

But under all thefe disheartening circum* 
dances, I could yet entertain a diearftd 
hope, and undertake again the commtffion 
widi alacrity, as well as zeal, if I could 
ice any efFe<^ual fteps taken to lertiove the 
original caufe of the mifchief* *f Then 
would there be a hope/^ ^ 

Till the purity of the conftituent body, 
and thereby that of the reprefentative be 
l^ofed, there is None. 

While the ele(5tors fell their voices to the 
member, and the member diftreffes hib 
fortune to buy them. Parliament wi^l be 
ihe purchafe of the Minifter. Parliament- 
inen will find i^ay s of partaking other ad van^ 
tages than mei^ly their fhzf^ in copnoon 
, ' X a * with 
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with you, of thofe good meafures which 
they (hall promote, and of thofe good laws^ 
which they fhall enad: for your government 
and their own: and the modern-^iraproved 
arts of corruption, by contracfts, fubfcrip- 
tions, and jobs, is attended with this perverfe 
and vexa^tious confequence ; that their benefit 
is not only unconnected with yours, but 
it grows upon your diftrefs. They feed on 
the expence; they fatten on every extra- 
vagance thiat art and ill-condud; can engraft 
on the liatural difadvantages of a remote, 
ra(h, ill-fated, impolitic, and unfuccefsful 
war. The Minifter's diredl intereft (nay 
his fafety) meanwhile, requiring him to 
pufh the aefperate game, and even in felf- 
defence, to encreafe that very expence which 
is his crime ; to intrench himfelf ftill deeper 
in corrizption, and by headlong and un- 
meafured extravagance, to have the means 
of juftifying, to the faithful Commons, 
his former mifmanagement and mifdeeds. 
— "See where this ends, but forget not where 
it begins. 

I am led here very naturally to fpeak 
lipon the fubjed: of certain regulations, which 
have been the objedt of your late aflemblies 
and deliberations. Indeed, I have brought 
myfelf to this matter almoft unavoidably, 
but not unwillingly. I gladly embrace this 
moft public opportunity of delivering my fenti- 

'merits. 
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ments, not onlv to all my eonftituents, but. 
to thofe likewife, not my conftituents, whom 
yet in the large fenfe I reprefent, and am 
faithfully to ferve; not only to twenty 
thoufand, my elediors, but to hundreds of 
thoufands in the county I reprefent, (to go 
no farther,) who are to fuffer under the bad 
coridud: of Parliament; and of declaring 
my intentions, regarding the two chief 
articles contained in the refolutions agreed 
to at your late meetings ; I mean, rendering 
parliaments triennial, and adding to the num- 
ber of county reprefentatives. 

I do not intend to give my voice, if I 
have the honour of continuing in your fer- 
vice, for the change of feptennial parliaments. 
And this, not becaufe I am fo fanguine as 
fome are, in a full perfuafion, that it will 
be a cure for all our evils ; no, nor even 
that I promife myfelf it will be attended 
with any fuch fure hope of confiderable 
advantage, (at leaft, if unaccompanied by 
fome other fteps tending to purify the fources 
of eled:ion and reprefentation ;) but chiefly, 
becaufe, on the befl: information I have 
obtained, I have reafonto believe it is the 
mind and defire of a very large number of 
my conftituents : this feeming to me to be 
the one point (at leaft with diftinguiflied 
preference) on which the fender, not he who 
i? fept, has the perfeii right to judge; and 

that,, 
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that, ev^ if after all, I fhould have tnifla* 
ken their general fenfe, it will be at leaft 
the fafer error i fince there is a mauifeil dif- 
ference between the obtruding one's felf for 
feven years on him whp wifhes to have his 
choice again at the end of three ^ and return^ 
ing for his approbation at three ; when he 
might perhaps have been well content to truft 
one for feven. 

I have* a momentary pleafure in adding 
(efpecially when fupported by your opinions, ) 
that I ajrn willing to flatter my felf, rather 
good than evil may arife from the change^ 

But I look upon reftoring eled^ion and 
reprefentation in fome degree (for I expe<^ 
no miracles) to their original purity, to be 
that, without which all other eflforts will be 
vain and ridiculous. The tenant-right, of 
good- will of a leafe of three years, is a^ 
]^kable,as that of a leafe of feven. It wiH 
find its price at both the London and coun- 
try n)»rkets. It will be bought, it will be folA. 
The member will be as manageable, if the 
conftituemt be as venal. And they will not 
be afraid to meet at market as ofren . as yoi]^ 
pjeaf^- 

The adding to the country reprefentation^ 
if by UQ meiins a perfedt cure, feems yet 
to me to betheplajneft, and heft propofitioii 
for thisi purpofe, that has yet come under 
my obfejyatjioni I truil/ Mkewife, it may be 

pradicable, 
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prafticable, I therefore embrace it, not 
only from a deference to your opinion, but 
with an approbation of my own. Yet not 
flattering you, that it appears to me one of 
thofe matters eafy of execution, oir to be 
done with a thcxight ; on the contrary, it is 
more complicated (as it feems to me more 
effedtual) than the nrft-mentioned alteration. 
But this is no time to talk of fmall rubs or 
difficulties^ If fomething be not done, you 
may, indeed, retain the outward form of 
your Conftitution, but not the power thereof. 
For it is too ferious ai truth to be con*^ 
cealed, and, indeed, it is too late ferroufly 
to attempt to conceal it, that if the Elecftors 
forgetting the folemn duty they owe to the 
millions of their fellow-fubjefUs, whofe 
rights they are in the firft inftance intnifted 
with : if forgetting the facred truft repofed in 
them, of choofing thofe who are to govern 
thofe millions j if forgetting that they are 
therefore a fort of reprcfentatives^ of all the 
people (who would be too numerous to vote 
themfelves ;) I fay, if forgetting thefe thiflgs, 
and fliamefully proftituting themfelves, they 
are become fo profligate as to fell themfelves 
^nd their country ; let them not wonder (nay 
fcarcely can they complain without (hame) 
if thofe whom they choofe, imitating their 
conduct, retail daily thofe rights which they 
have bought, whether it be at the feptennial, 

triennial. 
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triennial, or annual fairs and markets. W# 
can converfe thus without a blufli. 

Neither time permits, nor does propriety- 
allow me to enter into . arguments in fupport 
of a fentiment of which (much I think 
to your honour) you have declared your 
approbation ; but although it fuits neither , 
the time nor the circumftance, tp argue and 
debate, I truft you will not thinly I am out 
of the line of propriety, of duty, or of the 
refpect I owe you, in thus making a public 
declaration of my opinions and intentions in 
matters concerning which, after the tender 
I have made of my fervice, you have au 
unqueftionable right, as you nniu(l: have 31 
natural wifli, to be informed t 

When I began this pappr, I h^d reafon to 
believe the time preffed ; I was foon con-: 
firmed in what I had heard. It was becom^j 
material to addrefs you quickly, if at all; 
but although what I have written has beea 
the work of a few hours, do not think that 
the matter has not again and again been the 
fubjedt of deliberate thoughts ; I fhould not 
have dared to have prefented you with crude 
and undigefted ideas or the fancy of a mo* 
ment; but on the othej* hand, fo ipnatten^ 
tive have I been to the advantages this addrefs 
might receive, in its form, from the aflift-- 
ance of abler perfons than myfelf, tha? I 
venture to fubmit it thus publicly to yom, 
without the opportunity of communicating it 
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jto thofe whofe principles, judgment, and 
line of condud: in the public walk, I hav? 
been habituated to Ipojc up to with high 
rcfpedl and efteem. 

My bufinefs is not to write ably to you^- 
but to write with fincerity. The relation 
that ftands now between us, gives you a 
fight, if I may fo fp^ak, to my unmended 
fentiments; and I willingly fubmit every 
defect to your cenfure, rather than be fupr 
pofeji to ufe management and art, or tp 
jconfult what is conformable to perfonal or 
party confiderations, inftead of that which 
unbridled truth (according to my conception 
of it) requires of me, ^yhat further fteps 
may be in pontemplaitipn towards obtaipipg 
the laudable objed: of our wifhes, I do not 
know ; but it is hot probable that what has 
lately arifen will flacken the zeal of thofe who 
have already ftepped forward in the bufinefs. 
With that idea upon rpy mind, it is impof- 
fible for ipe to conclude without expreiJing 
an earneft wifti, that whatever i§ thought of 
may be purfued with that true fpirit of firm- 
nefs and moderation,, which belongs to the 
caufe of juftice ; and above all, that by 
pvery means that can be devifed, a good 
pnderftanding and union may be infured 
amongft refpedtable men of all ranks and 
defcriptions, who agree in the main prin- 
ciples pf liberty ; although there may be 

(hades 
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fhades of difFerence in fmaller points, or in 
matters not calling for immediate difcuflion. 
Indeed you will find it true wifdom, and a 
very honourable policy, to ftrenthen the caufe 
of your country with every hcMieft aid that 
can be obtained. — No public caufe was ever 
carried by divided efforts. 

Till I have the honour of meeting you 
in the exercife of the great and refped^able 
fundlion of choofing your reprefentatives, I 
beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf. Gentlemen, 
with perfeift relpeift, and a remembrance of 
all your kindnefs , 

Your moft obliged. 

And faithful humble fervant, 

G. Savilk. 
NewcaJi/e-upon-T^ne, Sep. 5, 1780. 



proceedings of the G'E'ti'EViAi. Cuambzk of 
Manufacturers of Great Britain, on the 
French Treaty. From the ninth ofFebru^ 
ary to the twentyfeventb of March 1787* 

Proceedings of a General Meeting held February 
10, 1787; Tho. Walker, Efq. in the Chair ^ 

The report of the Committee of the ninth of 
this month was read. The following h 
a copy of the Report : — 

IN compliance with the ' orders of the 
General Meeting, held on. the fifth inllant , 

by 
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by which the committee is directed to^cn* 
quire into the following points, viz. 

L What laws muft be repealed to make 
room for the French treaty ? 

IL What articles were prohibited by the 
treaty of Utrecht, now admitted ? 

III. Does the French treaty put an en4 
to the treaty with Portugal ? 

IV. Are any articles exported to Portugal 
not included in the tariff? 

V. Alfo the committee are requeftedto 
get the moft authentic information, refpe<^* 
ing the doubts exprefled on their ininutes oa 
various articles of the French treaty? 

Your committee have referred to thofe 
doubts exprefled upon the minutes; and it is 
with infinite concern they perceive, that no 
^nfwer whatfoever has hitherto been inferted 
upon the minutes refpedting them. It appears 
by the minutes, that the firft Fourteen Arti- 
cles of the treaty were read at a committee, 
held on the ^ifl November lafl; and the 
COQimittee was adjourned. 

On the a8th November, another committee 
was held, and the following doubts were 
ordered to be inferted upon the minutes^ 

** On reconfiflering the Fifth Article of 
the treaty lafl concluded with France; the 
committee have fome doubt, whether fuffici* 
^nt remedy be prqvided againfl artifts or 

manufad;urersi 
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manufiicflurers being conveyed out of the 
kingdom, under the denonnination of fervants 
to fubjefts of France, leaving this country ?. 

♦* And a doubt alfo arifes, whether this 
Article does not in certain cafes repeal the 
laws now in force againft the exportation of 
fundry raw materials, tools, and utenfils ? 

*' And it is alfo doubted, whether any 
protection be afforded by thi? treaty againft 
the importation from France of any articles, 
for the manufafture and fale of which an 
cxclufive privilege is granted by the King*s 
^Letters Patent? 

• ' It alfo feems reafonable.to them, that 
if a drawback be allowed on the exportation 
of French wines, and other articles from 
hence ; a drawback fliould be allowed on the 
manufactures of this country, when exported 
from France. 

The firft and fecond claufes of the above 
doubts appear beyond all other things moft 
important to the welfare of this kingdom : 
And your committee, upon carefully peru- 
fing the words of the Fifth Article, and 
comparing theni with the convention lately 
publiftied, (which is totally filent on this 
point, although intended to remove other 
doubtful parts of the treaty,) have too great 
reafon to apprehend, that conftquences of 
the moft alarming nature will enfue, when 
laws are made (as ftipulated in the Four^ 

tecntj[\ 
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tcenth Article) to give dffedl to all parts of 

this Treaty 4 If thefe apprehenfions are 

juft, the t'ifth Article, protedting only ia 
certain cafes the prohibitions on the import 
trade, leaves open the exportation to France of 
all the raw materials of Great Britain at pre^ 
lent prohibited — whether wool ^ fuller^ s^arth^ 
raw hides ^ or any other material-— and alfo^ 
all the tools and uteniils ufed in our manu-< 
facflures; it expofes us likewife to the lofs 
of our artifts and Workmen of. every fort, 
who may chufe to emigrate under the de- 
feription of fervants to Frenchmen leaving 
this kingdom; ** any law privilege, grant, 
immunities or cuftoms to the contrary not- 
withftanding.** 

The firft queftion of the General Meetings 
viz. ** What laws muft be repealed to make 
** room for the French treaty ?** is of fo ex- 
tenfive a nature, that your committee have 
not been able to collecft fo full information 
as they wilh to do; They have ftated above 
generally, that the laws at prefent exifting 
againft the ^exportation of wool, raw hides^ 
tools, and the emigration of artifts muft be 
repealed ; (as agreed on in the Fourteenth 
Article;) otherwife the fubjefts of France^ 
chufing to rcfide for a time in Great Britain, 
and then to return home to their native 
country, for the purpofes of commerce and 
trade, cannot enjoy all the advantages granted 
them; by the Fifth Article of the treaty. 

But, 



3«8 APPENDIX* 

But, befides the laws reftraining expoVta* 
tion, there ai-e many others which, in favour 
of our own manufad:ures, prohibit the 
importation of foreign goods, as the 4th 
Edward IV. chap. i. by which no cloths 
wrought beyond fea, (hall be brought into 
England, and fet to fale; the 3d Edw. IV. 
chap. 3d and 4th; the ift of Rich. IIL 
chap. I2th; the 7th Eliz. chap. 7th; the 
igthand 14th Charles II. chap, 13th ; which 
contain a variety of prohibitions, on the im-* 
portation of a great number of articles in the 
woollen, iron, copper and glafs manu-* 
fadtures ; every one of which laws muft 
neceffarily be repealed. And it has alfo 
been provided by a law, ift of Rich. 11. c. 
9th and the 3^d Hen. VIII. c. 15. " That 
** no alien fliall fell by retail, nor take any 
•* leafe of a houfe or fhop to trade in,** which 
inuil by this treaty alfo be repealed, as the 
permifEon to fell by retail is not (as it was 
in the treaty of Utrecht) excepted. And it 
may be proper to remark here, that any 
relaxation of the laws, to prevent the clan**- 
deftine landing of goods, will have a worfc 
efFed: upon our manufatflures , than even a 
direA importation upon certain duties ; and 
your cpmmittee obferve, that by the free 
approach allowed to French veffels upon the 
Coafti and the time given by the treaty 
to make entries, and to correi^ them when 

6 mside. 
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made^ an alteration of the Cuftom-houfe laws 
(made as well for the protection of fair 
trade, as the colIe<ftion of the revenue) muil 
take place ; from which they apprehend 
great mifchiefs may enfue. 

The ad queflioo, requiring an account 
of thofe articles of French manufadlure^ 
againft the importation of which the treaty 
of Utrecht proteciled this country ; but which 
are admitted under the prefent treaty, is 
alfo an important coniideration. By that 
treaty we had permiffion to fend many 
commodities to France, without opening 
our market reciprocally to them. Amongft 
others were woollens^ tutlery^ and hardware^ 
Inthefe articles we were proteiJled in the 
poffcffion of our own market by the treaty 
of Utrecht i but which by the prefent treaty 
is given up to France — and your committee 
cannot help remarking upon this head, that 
although the articles called fSf/Zfr/V, are alfo 
admitted into this kingdom from France j 
yet they are not to beccMne fubje<3; to any 
duty to countervail the excife originally paid 
upon leather in Great Britain, which amounts 
to 15 per cent. 

But your committee cannot omit obferv- 
ing here, that the alteration of the laws 
againft fmuggling above hinted at, appears 
to them an objecft of moft alarming confe-^ 
quence ; not only with regard to the illicit 

introdudtion 



introdudlion of goods importable into thi4' 
kingdom under the treaty; but alfo in 
refpedt to the facility which various artitles 
of the treaty afford the French of bringing 
into the kingdom a number of goods againft 
the importation of which the prohibitions 
ftill remain — particularly all commodities of 
gold and (liver, ribbons f lilks, laces, gloves, 
&c. which lyiiig in fo very fmall a com- 
pafs renders the facility of fmuggling them 
perfedily practicable. With regard to Portu* 
gal, your committee have not been able 
to learn more than that it is generally un- 
derftood, no new treaty hath been con- 
cluded with that kingdom ; and that the 
Methuen Treaty, by which the importation 
of Britifli woollen > and other manufactures 
into Portugal is fecured, will be ^t an end, 
imlefs a diminution of the duty upon 1?or- 
tugal wines, one-third below its prefent 
amount, accompanies the lowering that upon 
French wines. If the Treaty now in force 
fliall be difcontinued, there are fome arti- 
cles exported to that kingdom not included 
in the French tariff, for which it may be 
difficult to find another market ; and your 
committee leave it to every man to revolve 
in his own mind the confequences to the 
exports and imports of Britain, which will 
probably attend the flopping of this ancient 
and valuable trade, 

it 
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I.t has not yet been obferved, that no 
ftipulation is made in the treaty refpedling 
the allowance of drawbacks on the expor- 
tation of goods imported from the one country 
to the other. 

There is no queftion but France will ex- 
pedl that England fhall allow her wines, oils> 
cambricks, &c. to be paffed through Eng- 
land with fuch a drawback of the duties 
paid on importation as the wines of Por- 
tugal, the oils of. Italy, and the linens of 
Germany now are. By this means France 
will enjoy the privilege of fupplying our 
colonies with thefe articles. This advantage 
ought to have fome equivalent return from 
France, and (lie fliould. allow our woollen, 
hardware, pottery, faddlery, and cottons, to 
pafs in like manner through France into her 
colonies. Unlefs fome arrangement of this 
kind takes place, there is no reciprocity in the 
treaty, as far as relates to the colonial trade 
of both nations — It is true that the treaty 
is confined to Europe in words; but it is 
not, in fa (51, unlefs England refufes to allow 
the fame drawbacks on French wines, oils, 
and linens, as on thofe of Portugal, Italy, and 
Germany — If this can be done, a corner of 
our trade will be preferved for thofe countries 
from whence we may expecS fome return. 

If ^//articles are open to export^on, the 
balance will be greatly in favour of France, a$« 

VOL. III. y ^he 
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the wines, oils, and linen, have no reciprocal 
articles to place againft theni; and therefore 
fome Englilh articles fhould be allowed a 
drawback in France, as woollens and hard- 
ware, againft wines and linen ; but woollens 
and hardware from France fhould not be 
allowed a drawback in England. 

It is faid that the matter of drawbacks is 
an affair of internal regulation, which each 
nation may fettle to their own liking. If 
fo, the colled:ion of articles for colonial 
confumption is moft unfortunate for this 
country, whofe interefts have not in this 
Tefpeift been confidered in the Treaty. And 
there ought to have been either a fair re- 
gulation of drawbacks, or fuch a feleftion of 
articles as would not give fo great advantage 
to France; who, by theprefent arrangement, 
will fupply our colonies with wines, oils, and 
linens, to an immenfe amount, while fhe may, 
if (he pleafes, refufe to let a fingle article 
nf Englifh jproduce pafs into her colonies. 

Refolutions^ February lo, 1787- 

Refolved unanimoiifly, I. That the fair 
equality of a Commercial Treaty does not 
confift in Itating the fpecific articles of one 
Icingdom againft another, under reciprocal 
duties ; but in admitting goods of nearly the 
fame vBue or amount into each kingdom 
refpeftively , either 4uty-free, or under fuch 

duties 
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duties as fliall efFedlually favour the con- 
ffumption. 

II. That in a CommerciaJ ;Treaty between 
two countries, where it fhall fohagpen; that 
the principal advantages on one £de axife 
chiefly from an article or articles of which the 

. other can never fend any in return ; in order 
to effed: a real equality, this balance againft 
the latter ought to be made up by the 
admjiffionof fuch other articles as the latter 
c^n fend to the former, either duty-free, <ir 
iinder dutie3 which may effedtually favour 
•the confumption for ever. : . . . 

III. That in a commercial: intierrcourfe 
feet ween two countries, the advantages arifing 
to one kingdom from the admiflion of a 
•produce peculiar to its climate and foil, by 
}die other kingdom, are durable and permanent 
,ad vantages, which muft always continue to 
operate in favour of the former againft the 
•Jatter; but that advantages arifing froni'the 
prefent fuperiority in moft manufadlures ante 
variable and tranfient ; and that it is therefore 
expedient, in balancing fuch manufafture? 
againft fuch produce, to fecure forever to the 
former their prefent advantages, by means of 
loy/ duties, and fuch other. ftipulat ions -and 
provifions as may feem beft adapted to the 
purpofe. 

iV. That the duties under which the 
manufai^tures forming, fuch balaoce Ihould be 

Y 7i admitted. 
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admitted, ought to be lower than the duticrs 

on the fame articles from all other foreign 

countries i and fo low as efFedrually to favour 

their confumption, even againft the hompe 

manufactures of the fame kind; otherwife 

die fair equality is perpetually liable to be 

ideftroyed. > 

V. That it is much more indifpenfably 

neceffary that fuch manufadures ftiould be 

protected in their own home-market^ by 

unequally high duties ; otherwife from the 

gradual proficiency of the other country in 

iimilar manufactures, it may happen in a little. 

time, that the ad vantages, which were at firft 

balanced againft each other, may all fliift to 

one fide/ , , . 

^ ' VI. That no fair equality can exift, if irt 

one kingdom there (hall ftill remain internal 

jnegulations partially favourable to their own^ 

and oppreffive to foreign manufactures, while 

in the other country no fuch regulations do, or 

'from the nature of the conftitution can, exift. 

VII. That the Committee of this Chamber 

*be directed to enquire how far the prefent 

treaty With France be conftaiCted on thefe 

j^rinciples, and to report their opinion thereon, 

• VIIL That this meeting is impreffed with 

the magnitude 6f the treaty with France^ 

^ttsd fcnnble of the importance of its operatrpa 

upon a Variety of interefts. That neither 

the report of theit committee, nor the 

- inveftigation 
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iaveftigation of .any individuals, has, in their 
refult, fumiflied this meeting with fufficient 
information to warrant their pronouncing at 
this time any certain opinion upon its merits. 
That the prodigious complication of detail 
which it involves, and the acknowledged 
novelty of the plan, demaijd the moft feriaus 
and deliberate confideration. That a due 
judgment of it may be facilitated by a perufal 
of certain accounts, which have been ordered 
by the Honourable. the Houfe of Commons, 
but which accounts, not being yet printed, 
cannot fumifh the affiftance neceflary to a 
proper determination. That this meeting 
cannot hear without alarm, that the Houfe of 
Commons intend to come to a vote which 
may be decifive of the treaty on Monday- 
next, That if the treaty be found, upon a 
further review of its nature and tendency, to 
be really advantageous to. this country, the 
meeting is apprehenfive, that fo great a good 
fhould reft upon the hazard of a fingle 
immature vote ; but that the terrors of this 
meeting are augmented and aggravated, if 
Uppn more minute enquiry the treaty ihould 
turn out to be dqtriniental or pernicious,, as a 
precipitate refolutiqn may entail upon the 
nation the moft fatal confequences. 

That upon all thefe views, this rneeting is 
of opinion it is indifpenfabLy neceflary tot 
petition that Honourable Houie, to poftpone 

for 
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for fpme time, the coming to any refolution 
upon the principle or merits of the faid treaty, 
which may be decifive, of either its adoption* 
orrejed:ion. 

A draft of a petition was read, of which 
the following is a Copy : 

To the Hpnouraf^k the Hovs-Lo^ Commons; 

The Petition of the fever al ManufaBurers ^ . 
whofe nam^s are hereunto fubfcribed^ fronf 
their General Chamber of Manufacturers of 
Great Britain^ 

Humbly Shewethj 

THAT your petitioners duly impressed 
with the ferious and awful importance of ' 
the Treaty of Commerce, now pending with 
France, beg leave in all humility to reprefent. 

That the faid treaty, involving a vaft 
complication of detail afFe<fting a variety of 
the greatest interefts ; and comprehending ^ 
prodigious change in the commercial fyftem 
of this country, is an objecSt of the most mo-» 
mentous confideration. 

That your petitioners, after the rnoft care-e 
ful in veftigation, which fuch fources of in- 
formation as they have been able to confult 
hitherto have afforded them, are not capable 
of forming any certain judgment of a treaty 
fraught with fuch magnitude, novelty, and 
'variety of matter, 

Th^t 
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That your petitioners cannot but be feri- 
oufly alarmed at hearing that this Honourable 
Houfe have determined to come to a decilive 
vote upon the faid treaty this day. 

That your petitioners, remembering with 
gratitude the favour and indulgence which 
they experienced from this Honourable Houfe 
on a former occalion,/ arid the providental 
effedls which were then univerfally allowe4 
to have refulted from delay, humbly con- 
ceive, that they have at prefentftill ftronger 
reafons to requeft time for the purpofe of 
enquiry and deliberation, before this Honours 
able Houfe (hall come to] any refolution 
which may be decifive upon this great 
meafure ; 

And therefore your petitioners moft hum-^ 
bly implore this Honourable Houfe, to poft- 
pone the adoption of any fuch refolution — » 
for the important reafons above ilated, and 
for fuch time as to the wifdom of this Ho- 
nourable Houfe fhall feem meet. . 

And your petitioners (hall ever pray. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the fame be 
figned by the Members prefent, and prefeqted 
to the Honourable the Houfe of Commons on 
Monday next. 

THOMAS WALKER, Chairman. 



Pro^ 
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Proceedings of a General Meetings held February 
17, 1 787. Jos. Wedgwood, YX(\.inthexhair. 

Thomas Walker, Efq. reported that the Peti- 
tion of the Chamber was prefented to the 
Honourable the Houfe of Commons, by 
Mr. Alderman Newnham. 

Part of the report of the Committee of the 
J 6th inft. was read^ of which the following 
is a copy ; 

YOUR Committee having been direcfted by 
a general meeting, held on the 10th of this 
inonth, to enquire and to report how far the 
frefent treaty with France is conftru6led on 
certain principles then unanimoufly refolved, 
have proceeded with all diligence, to coHecft 
what authentick information they could, and 
in purfuance of their duty, beg leave to fubr 
ipit their opinions, feverally and in order, on 
the refpeftive heads referred to their con- 
sideration • 

The firft refolution is as follows : ** That 
the fair equality of a Commercial Treaty 
does not confift in dating the fpecifick articles 
of one kingdom againft another, under reci- 
procal duties ; but in admitting goods of 
ngarly the fame v^lue or apnpypt into each 
kingdom refpedively, either duty free, or 
under fuch duties as (hall efFe<ftually favour 
the confumption.*- And here youx Com^ 
initt^e are lorry to obferve in the very be* 
ginoipg, that on the face of the treaty they 

4 ^® 



do not perceive the leaft appearance of the 
faij equality, required by this Chamber. 
On the contrary they fee much feeming ine- 
quality. While the wines, brandies, vinegars,, 
and oils of France are to be. admitted under 
duties, which will efFecftually favour the in- 
creafe of their confumption here to a very 
confiderable amount; the reft of the tariff 
confifts wholly in that which this Chamber 
has repeatedly pronounced not to be a fair 
equality, namely, **in ftating the fpecifick 
articles of one kingdom againft another, under 
reciprocal duties. Your committee, how- 
ever, do not mean to deny that under fuch 
reciprocal duties fome advantage, forthe pre- 
fent, may arife to this kingdom in certain 
articles; but in others, exclufiveof the pro- 
dudlions above-mentioned, the gain will be 
as decifive on the ilde of the French, parti- 
cularly inglafs, lawns, and cambricks, richly 
ornamented porcelain of Seve, moft probably 
in fuperfine cloths of certain colours, and 
in light fabrics for fummer wear, as well as 
in the extenfive article of millinery; which, 
as your committee have been informed, 
compiebends not only caps, hats, bonnets, 
rufRes and fuch fmall articles, but neck- 
kerchiefs alfo, cloaks, aprons, and fancy 
drefles of every kind, iize, and defcription. 
With refpedt to thefe articles which your 
committee have enumerated as advantageous 
tp Fr^qcCi they obferve that from the rilk 

of 
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of infroducing a commodity at once £o brittle 
and fo bulky as glafs, they believe it not to 
have been fmuggled into this country ; and 
the premium of infurance on ready-made 
cloaths, clandeftinely imported, being at 
40I. per cent.' a very fmall quantity indeed 
(though fome little your committee are well 
affured) did find its way into our market. 
The fame too may be faid of all articles 
included under millinery from France. The 
danger, therefore, in thefe branches is wholly 
new; and confequently cannot be eafily 
afcertained. Cambricks and lawns, it is 
true, were very generally fmuggled, but the 
premium of infurance being fo high as 16 
per cent, on the average, our Irifli and Scotch 
manufacftures of thefe goods did notwith-p 
ilanding increafe, and the latter more efpe-i. 
cially, as your committee do know, was 
doubled in the fpace of four or five years 
from 1780 or 81 to Michaelmas 1785. But 
the duty of the tariff being very much below 
what the article would bear,| and what was 
actually paid to the fmuggler, the difficulty 
of the competition in the Britifh market^ 
is proportionably increafed to the prejudice 
of our own manufactures, and a new danger 
incurred, which may probably be fatal to 
them. On the other hand, your committee 
prefume it to be notorious, that moft, if 
not all our articles which are now to be 
diredlly admitted, did before get into France 

6 circuitoufly 
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circuitoufly to a very great amount. Large 
orders were fent to this country from th6 
free ports of France and the neighbouring 
territories ; from whence your committee 
have good reafon to be perfuaded, that thef 
goods were conveyed into the interior part 
of France by fome clandeftine means not 
particularly known to your committee; and 
as far as your committee could learn, the 
aggregate expences of this illicit importation 
did not enhance the price of the goods to thcf 
confumer in France, fo much as the duties 
will under the prefent treaty: fo that th^ 
French manufadiurer will have no new 
difEci.*fy of competition to apprehend. Froni 
the-iv'me caufes too it will be found, that 
the extent of the advantages which England 
will receive, are fubjedl to much uncertainty 
in any calculation. But thofe of Frarice are 
fure in the articles above-mentioned, and 
efpecially in the encreafed confumption of 
her wines, brandies, vinegars, and oils: 
and your committee muft not forget to add, 
that in all thefe particulars, France gains here 
a market more or lefs new, without the lofs of 
an old one^ while England at leajl hazards the 
lucrative markets of Portugal and Spain. 

To the fecond refolutiori your committee 
will not anfwer at large, as the elTence of it 
is included in thofe which follow, and pro- 
b^bjy its chief objed: was to mark more 

clearly 
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clearly the connexion of the latter, with a 
principle before fan(?tioned by the Chamberr 
in their refolutions on the Irifh propofitions. 
Yoiir committee, therefore,, will content 
themfelv^s with obferving that wines, bran- 
dies, vinegars, and oils, are undoubtedly 
♦* articles of which Great Britain can never 
•* fend any return, *' iflhe were permitted fo 
to do, which (he is not: but that on the 
ether hand, ♦* no articles which (he can fend, 
are admitted on fuch terms, as may effec- 
tually favour the confumption,/ir ever:^* con- 
fequently on the principle efiabliftied by the 
Chamber in the refolution, ** no real 
♦• equality is effedled/* 

The third refolution your committee have 
more fully confidered. They perceive the 
wines, brandies, oils, and vinegars of France^ 
to be indifputably ** productions peculiar to 
their climate and foil,** fo as to be generally 
efteemed fuperior to the fimilar produce of 
every other country. It follows, therefore, 
that *• the advantages which will arife to 
France from the admiffion of thefe articles 
here agreeably to the tariff, will be durable 
and permanent advantages, and mufl always 
continue to operate in favour of France againft 
Great Britain/* It muft alfo be recolle(9:edj 
that until Great Britain fhall be perf^i^dtly 
acquainted with the ultimate fate of her tfadq 
with Pprtugal and Spain, (he cannot deter- 
mine 
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mitie how much the advantages of thefe 
articles to France, may or may not exceed 
the amount of that boon which the negocia- 
tor of this country may have intended to 
give, or of the advantages which he may 
have confented to take for an equivalent : 
neither can it be known, what facrifices of 
our own exports we may be compelled to 
make, by confequence of (hewing this 
favour to France. On the other hand, your 
committee cannot but notice with regret, 
that no admiflion is given to the produce of 
.ourfifheries, which, under the faith of ireatiteS 
more ancient than the convention of 1703, 
conftituted fo profitable a branch, of our 
commerce to Portugal; if we ratify any adt 
which that power may think a violation of 
that treaty, it is not to be expeded that fhe 
will regard, on her part, her own prior en- 
gagements towards us. There is _alfo one 
other omiflion which your committee muft 
point out, the omiffion of ia clafs of mariu- 
fadlures formed from a material for which ' 
this ifland was pre-emitiently renowned 
from its firft difcovery; your committee 
allude to our manufadtures of tin, which 
has of late been worked up into fo many 
new Ihapes by the invention of Englirft 
artificers. This omiflion is the more re* 
markable, becaufe un%v fought tin is one of 
the articles admitted from England into 

^ France. 
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France, even by the prohibitory edidl of July 
the 17th, 1785. 

Your committee hope they fhall not be 
deemed to have digrefled from the purpofes 
of the enquiry, entrufted to them, by thus 
remarking what is not in the treaty; fince 
they have thus fhewn how the principle re- 
folved by the chamber, might have been 
carried into execution. They will now pro- 
ceed, as they were diredted, to examine 
what is in the treaty. 

The only advantages which can be derived 
to Great Britain, mull arife from her •* pre* 
fent fuperiority in manufactures, which is 
variable and tranfient/^ On looking over 
the tariff, your committee cannot difcover a 
lingle manufacture, of which the raw mate- 
rial is excluiively our own. To all our firft 
and fecond cloths, more or lefs Spanifh wool 
is indifpenfably xequifite; and if at any fu- 
ture time Spain fhould prohibit the expor- 
tation of her wool to us, and allow it to 
France under the family compaft, which is 
fftabliihed by the prefent treaty, in fuper- 
ceffion of our two treaties of Paris in 1763 
?Lnd 1783 — all thefe branches of our great 
ftaple muft be transferred to our rivals ; nor 
are the kinds of woollens, which are made 
pf our own fleeces, of a quality not imitable 
by the wool of other countries. 

In r^egard tp our cotton manufadures, we 

are 
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ire dependant on foreign ftates for one half 
at leaft of the raw material confumed therein. 
For one eighth we depend on France herfelf, 
who is to be our competitor in her own 
markets ; and for as much more of the fined 
fort, on Portugal. 

If thefe fupplies (hould be flopped, how- 
ever we may ftill be able to fatisfy our 
home demand, we fhall certainly be inca- 
pacitated from pufhing any advantages which 
otherwife may be fuppofed to be opened to 
us by the prefent treaty. And here your 
Committee are fincerely grieved to add, 
what they have heard on credible authority, 
that France has lately laid a duty equal 
to 4d. per lb. on the exportation of her own 
cotton wool; and is, befides, negociating 
with Portugal, to obtain an exclufive right . 
of purchafing all the cotton of the Brazils. 

As to our hardwares, your Committee find 
in a fummary of the evidence before the 
Lords on the Irilh propofitions (which was 
publifhed by the General Chamber) that the 
iron annually imported into Great Britain, 
is no lefs than 55,000 tons, while only 
30,000 tons are faid to be made here. The 
duty on iron imported is 2I. i6s. i^-d; which 
appears to be abfolutely necelTary, ** becaufe 
** it is with the utmoft difficulty we can 
•* keep pace with the Ruffian iron,, and 
** therefore it is impoflible for us to lower 

** our 
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•• cur price/' In France, your Committee 
learn that the importation duty into the 
provinces of the Five Great Farms is no 
more than izs. 6d. flerlingper ton, including 
the lo five per cents: iron is fubjedt alfo in 
thefe Great Farms to a particular ftamp duty, 
&c. amounting to il. 5s. per ton more, 
which makes in all il. 17s. 6d. But this 
ftamp duty is not levied in a great part of 
France, that is to fay, in all the diftridls 
dependent on the Parliaments of Aix, 
Bourdeaux, Rennes, Benfanfon, and Douai, 
as well as within the Supreme Councils of 
Ferpignan, Arras, Colmar, and Nancy; 
this is a circumftance of confequence ia 
fettling the countervailing duties in France. 
And your cotnmittee think it not improper 
here to remark, the danger of our lofing a 
confiderable trade in anchors, which it 
appears we have with Portugal. 

Your committee think it unneceflHry to 
reprefent at length, that hemp and flax, 
leather, wood for cabinet ware, copper, filk 
for the fabrick of gauzes, clays for porcelain 
and pottery, and the raw materials for glafs, 
are not peculiar to this ifland. 

In reipecSl to coals, with which we are 
fuppofed to be peculiarly fupplied ; your 
committee ought not to omit the informal* 
tion delivered by one of our members at 
the lafl: General Meeting, ** That having 

•* lately 
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lately been in France, he knew tKere wds 
a fine yein of coal iri the neighbourhood 
of Boulogne.'* There are coals alfo, andt 
iron mines in various parts of French 
Flanders. To which your committee mul?^ 
add, that by the 7th article of thef treaty,^ 
being intitled to all the indulgencieS of th^^ 
moft favoured nation, the French thky 
demand the benefits of the 31ft Ge6. II. jC.^ 
15. and the 13 Geo. III. c. 17. oy which 
culm may be exported to Lilbon at one 
fhilling la-aoths of a penny the cha|dfon. 
And for every ufe of the furnace, thbugh 
not of the forge, your committee have beeii 
told that cidm is* as ferviceable as toal of 
any other defcription. 

In none of thefe manufaftures are thfe^ 
French intirely ignorant: and fome of them 
we ourfelves received from that country. 
But your committee are aflured, that they 
have laboujr certainly one half-cheapef ; and 
many of their moft induftribus provinces' 
(pa.rticularly the whole of French Flanders) 
are very lightly taxed j not above twelve or 
thirteen (hillings per head on the average ; 
and fome of their manufadtuKing towns have 
peculiar and extenfive privileges ; and above 
all, they are exempted from the •* bad policy 
and deftruftive effedis pf the eXqife laws, 
which render a large capital neceffary fcjr 
the manufafturer, greatly enhance the price 

VOL. III. Z o£ 
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of finifhed goods to the confumer without 
producing an adequate remedy to the ftate ; 
^nd fiibjed: the manufa(5turer to the vexatious 
controul of revenue officers ; who being 
at the fame time admitted into the fecrets 
of his bufinefs, a(5t as fpies upon all his 
bperations, communicate his improvements, 
which have coft him great labour and 
expence, to others, perhaps \o foreign rivals^ 
:^nd thu^ ftffecflually check the exertions of 
genius and invention.** The danger of 
divulging the operations of the Britifli 
^anufafturer to foreign rivals is infinitely 
ihcreafed by the privilege given by the 
treaty to JFrench fubjecfts, who may now 
openly and avowedly commence iimilar 
tpanufa^flures. in his vwy neighbourhood. 

There Remains then only the advantages^ 
of capital and fkilL Comparatively free 
from t^x^s as France is, and low as is the 
price qf her labour, conliderably lefs thgn 
the capital employed here^ will there fuffice 
for the fanie operations. ,Nor is France in 
Want of money, though her wealth has not 
hitherto been generally applied to the pro- 
motion of her national induftry, from the 
prejudices of her nobility, who looked on 
all trades as diflionourable ; prejudices, how- 
ever, which are dkily vaniftiing before the 
e;Kaniples of the king and the princes of 
the blood, who are ad:ual partners in manu- 
fa(S:ories of various kinds. The 
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The principal deficiency of France is 
undoubtedly in fkill. But in this our rivals 
are making a rapid progrefs every hour. 
And here your committee cannot but refer 
the Chamber to their own apprehenfions at 
the time of the Irifli propositions, '* from 
the vigorous efforts made by other European 
nations, both openly and furreptitioufly, to 
tranfplant the Britifli manufactures into their 
refpeftive dominions,'' which apprehenfions 
this Chamber is confcious, were chiefly 
excited by France. An evidence on the 
petition to the Lords,- againft emigration, 
ftated, ** that ten workmen in glafs had 
been feduced into France, four of them ia 
the latter end of laft year; and. that fince 
thofe workmen had left us, the French had 
made a very confiderable progrefs in this 
manufadture at Seve:", And, *' another 
evidence, a currier and leather-cutter, ftated, 
that feveral journeymen in that bufinefs 
had gone over to France, and that a great 
wanufaaory is carried on in Normandy/^ 
As to cottons, a mfember of this committee 
affirmed to the Houfe of Commons, that 
^rom the rivalfhip of the French, his manu- 
fadlure had fufFered very confiderably ; and 
that •* a refpedlable friend of his had been 
offered his own terms, if he would fettle 
at Rouen, or in that neighbourhood.*' And 
the proficiency of the French in this branch, 

% % was 
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Avas confirmed by. another refpecflable gentle- 
man, who being aflced whether the French 
had not tried to eftablifh the cotton rnanu^ 
fad:ure in their country, replied, ** That 
they not only had tried^ but were increaiing 
that rnanufad:ure very faft.** The fame too 
was afferted by another refpecflable member 
of this Chamber, who, in addition, produced 
to the Houfe a fpecimen of French manu- 
fa^ure. la the article qi fine woollens- it is 
notorious, that the French have long fince 
beaten us out of all the.fouthern markets^ 
They have alfo brought their coarfe woollens 
to very high perfection, and are daily im- 
proving their wool, by amending their mode 
of managing theinlheep. They have a large 
manufactory of boliery. at .Mx>alins, under 
Mr. Jacquefon, who traces his defcent front 
England. He works in all the Nottinghami 
branches, and fays, that he has made many 
important improvements, which, about two 
months lince,> he went -to lay before the 
Minifter arid the King at r^ Fontainbleau* 
And finally, irt reference to the iron trade^ 
your committee beg leave to r^ptat the 
information < given by a member of thia 
committee, who alferts, that there are ieverat. 
manufad:ories of iron ellabliflied in Burgundy^ 
ft is to our machines, prelfes, dyes, and 
tools, that we are indebted for prefent fupe- 
riority.^ ** In proportion as thefe are ex- 
v^ 4 k ^ ported 
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ported and copied in foreign countries (faid 
^ refped:able member in his evidence before 
the Lords) in that proportion our exports 
of manufa(flured goods to thefe countries 
muft decreafe, and (as he afterwards adds) 
the ultimate ruin of many of the Britifh 
manufadlures muft follow. "" In their laft 
report your committee ftated certain doubts 
on this fubje(5t, which had been entered on 
their books, but did not yet appear to have 
been fatisfied. They will now offer fome 
remarks on the fituation of the Britifh manu- 
facturers, fuppofing that the fubfifting laws 
agiainft the emigration of our artifans,^nd 
the exportation of our tools, Ihall not b^ 
.formally repealed. 

By. the treaty a mode is opened, and now 
exprefsly to be legalifed, in which all our 
•manufaduring (kill may be conveyed away. 
A French manufa(5lurer on a fmall capital, 
fupplied by Government, may come hither 
Avith his workmen, fet up his trade, by 
Jarge wages draw to him two or three of 
the beft workmen of this country, mix them 
with his own, till the latter have acquired 
all the manual practices and fecrets of the 
former ; and if he cannot feduce our men 
to accompany him, he may at leaft return 
unmolefted with his own. 

The law againft aliens, it is true, has not 
for a long time been enforced, becaufe it 

woul4 
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would have been bad policy to prevent the 
influx of real capital, and real induftry ; but 
it might, and yotir committee cannot doubt 
but it would have been occafionally exerted, 
if any fuch finifter pradtices had been 
attempted. By the prcfent treaty, every 
check of every kind is totally removed. 

After this detail of facfts and reafonings, 
your committee have only to add, on this' 
third refolution, that they do not find in the 
treaty, that which the Chamber unanimoufly 
refolved to be expedient ; there is no ftipu- 
lation or provifion which, in the opinion of 
your committee, can fecure to our manufact ' 
tures any permanent advantages, 

RefolutionSj February ly/i^, 1787, 

Refolved unanimoufly, I. That the Chamber 
do with great fatisfadtion recolleft, and moft 
cordially recognize and confirm, the firft 
principles upon which the General Chamber 
of Manufacturers of Great Britain was 
originally formed, viz. ** To watch over their 
iilterefl:s at large as one ag^greg ate, and to 
be prepared to furnifli Government , if required , 
with fuch IMPARTIAL and true information^ 
as they may, from time to time, fl:and in 
need of, for the prote<3:ion of the Commerce 
and Manufactures of the Empire at 
LARGE i for the want of which, or by 
• • ' relying 
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relying upon the information given by interejled 
individuals^ the true intereft of the whole 
has been often unavoidably miftaken." And 
are fully determined to be guided in their 
judgment upon the French Treaty, by the 
fame juft and liberal principles. 

II. Th?it it having been authentically 
ftated by a member of this Chamber, that 
it had been urged in the Houfe of Commons 
on Monday laft, as an inevitable confequence 
of the prefent treaty, that the Britifli market 
muft bQ opened upon terms of a fimilar re. 
<:iprocity to the Irifh trader, and manufaiftuyer; 
4nd that no fatisfacftory anfwpr having been 
given by the Minifter; that the Chamber, 
perceiving the weight and importance of this 
confidqration, apprehend from his filence, 
that it is intended to renew the Irifh 
Propofltions when t|ie prefent treaty fhal} 
be confirmed. 

III. That the Chamber have received and 

' . ■ • ■ ■ -• 

examined the report of their committee,, 
appointed to enquire how far the prefent 
treaty with France be cpnftrudlefl on fuch 
principles as had been previoufly approved 
by the Chamber, on the loth'of February, 
^nd do entirely admit the fadls, and concur in 
the reafoning advanced in it, fo far as it 
expends. 

IV. That the Chamber are more than ev<&r 
^nvinced, from a reflexion on the import;an6 

fuggeftions 
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fuggeftions thrown out in the fad report, of 
the indifpenfable neceffity which exifts for 
deep consideration, and all reafonable delay 
in tnis great fubjed:, previous to a decifion 
that may prove effentially injurious to all the 
commercial interefts of this country. 

V. That the Chamber are determined to 
perfevere in tefpedlful applications to Parlia- 
ment, whenever they mall be neceffary, 
without being awed or reprefled by any 
farcafms thrown upon their proceedings, or 
refledtions on their condudt, come they from 
what quarter they may. 

VI. That the thanks of the Chamber be 
ffiven to Mr. Alderman Newnham, for his 
politenefs and attention in prefenting their 
petition to Parliament, and for the zeal and 
ability fhewn by him in the fupport of it»/ 

JOSIAH WEDGWOOD, Chairman, 



Proceedings of a General Meeting held March 
aj, 1787; Tho. Walker, Efq. in the Chair. 

The conclufion of the report of the Committee 
on the refolutions of the loth of February, 
was examined and received. The following 
is a copy of it : — 

THE enquiries of your committee under 
the fourth refolution, viz. [** That the duties 

under 
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under which the manufa<flures forming fuch 
balance (hould be admitted, ought to be 
lower than the duties on the fame articles 
frqm all other foreign countries ; and fo low 
as efFedtually to favour their confumption, 
even againft the home manufactures of the 
fame kind; otherwife the fair equality fs 
perpetually liable to be deftroyed,"] naturally 
refolve themfelves into two points — whether 
by the tariff the Britifh manufactures, from 
whence alone our gain is to arife, are fecured 
in poffeffion of the French market againft all 
other foreign competitors ; and whether they 
are fo fecured as always to enfure to us the 
fame advantages againft their own manu- 
factures of fimilar articles ? 

On the former of thefe points your 
committee will content themfelves with 
examining the duties on the very firft article 
of the tariff, which can be imported into 
France from this country — the article of beer. 

Your committee find that from any other 
foreign gountry but England, on entering the 
provinces of the Five Great Farms, beer only 
pays by the Paris ton of 216 Englifh gallons 
— 4 liv. 1 6s. 

On this duty there are 10 five per cents.— ^ 
% liv. Sj*. 

Pafling from the provinces of the aids 
io the provinces exempted from the aids^ 

and 
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and the reverfe, it pays a fubvention duty 
of j^/iv. IS. ' 

Ten 5 per cents, on this — a /iv. ^d. 

Gatige duty on the fubvention duty—* 
}Iiv. js. 

Ten 5 per cents, on this — i^s. 6d. 
Total — 1 5 ^Ih. (^s. 

In Englifli money the Paris ton pays 
altogether i %s. gd. 

If the beer is defigned for Lyons, or enters 
the kingdom of Lariguedoc or Provence; or 
-jf it pafTes in whatever manner into Da^iphine, 
it pays alfo the Jocal duty of the Douane of 
Lyons at the rate of 15 fols for every ance ; 
(a meafure containing about one ninth of a 
ton) this makes per ton — 6/iv. ly. 

Two 5 per cents, on this — ly. 6d. 

* Total — 7/w. 8j-. 6d. 

Douane of Lyons per ton in Englifli money. 

If the beer pafles through Dauphine, it is 
alfo fubjedt to the t)ouane of Valence of 1 2 fols 
the ance of three barrels; of which barrels 
there are eight to the ton, this makes by the 
ton — \liv. lai*. 

In Englilh money — ix. \d. 

Englijh Beer may be efti mated at rather 

more than ij*. per gallon, if we average the 

value of ftrong beer, ale, and porter. A Paris 

ton therefore will be worth fairly abput 216 

{hillings, or /"iQ. i6j't 

The 
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The value of the cafks is ftated by thd 
brewers in their evidence before the Privy 
Council on the Irifli Propofitions, to be about 
33t^- P?^ cent, fay 23 P^r cent, on which thp 
ad valorem duty mull be paid, as well as on 
the liquor. The caflcs then will be an addition 
of about ^os.gd. — JT^' ^O-^- 9^* 

Or, this added together will make^i 4.6j'.9^. 

And on this fum the duty to be paid at 30 
per cent, will amount to 86/. and a fraction, 
or to ^4. 6/. 

While foreign beer imported into France 
from any other country may pay only 1 2s. gd^ 

And at moft can only pay ^^i. 3^4* 

It is demonftrable, therefore, from thefe 
calculations, which are taken from undoubted 
authorities, that the duties on Englilh beer 
entering France • will exceed thofe on the 
beer of any other country by three hundred 
per cent. And even this heavy difproportion 
will be yet highly aggravated by the Edition 
of the countervailing duties, which"^ France 
has referved the right of laying : but which 
your committee have not fufficient information 
to eftimate with precifion. It is unneceffary to 
remark, that there is no natural caufe, why 
any foreign country (hould not be able to rival 
the breweries of England . 

An attention to brevity will not permit 
your committee to examine all the articles 
jn the fame manner: they will, however, 

make 
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jnake fome fliort obfervations on one or two 
more. 

Linens from Great Britain admitted into 
France pay the fame duties as Flemifli or 
Dutch linens now pay in England, that is by 
the ell IS. 3^. /^-loths. and a fracflion ; or on 
the piece of 15 ells, 18/. 6d. They will 
alfo be fubjedl to the duties on circulation, 
after they (hall once have reached their place 
of deftination, if they are then moved acrof$ 
the boundaries of the Five Great Farms. 

Foreign linens in general on the piece of 
15 French ^Us pay only 8 liv. Ten 5 per 
cents, on this — ^liv. 

In Engl ifli money, altogether, 10/. 

And Swifs linens pay only half this, or ^s^ 

Befides the latter are exempted from all 
duties on circulation, this will effedlually 
exclude Britifh linens from France; and 
how far it will operate againft the ftapl^ 
manufacture of Ireland, your committee 
truft the manufa(5turers of that kingdom wiil 
ferioujly confider 

The fineft kind of earthen ware pays 
jn France by the hundred weight — 20 liv. 

•Ten 5 per cents, on this is — 10 //V. 

In Englifh money altogether, for every 
hundred weight fterling — ^^i. ^s. 

The coarfekind oi pottery pays an uniform 
duty, by the hundred weight, oi-^^liv. 10/, 

Ten 5 per cents, on this— i liv. 5/. 

Altogether inEngliih m6ney — y. id^. 

Your 
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' Your committee are forfy that they fiad ttot 
an opportunity of learning from the Prefident 
what may be the amount of the 12 per cent. 
^d valorem duty by the tariff on icdlb. weight 
of the finer and coarfer forts of earthen ware 
and pottery. They have reafon, however, Xo 
beHeve, from fuch knowledge as they could 
colled:, that the difference of duties on the 
goods of foreign potters, -when they enter 
France, muft be fome hundreds per cent, 
to the difadvantage of this nation in all 
ornamental articles. 

On the fecond point, whether we are 
fecured in the French msirket againft the 
French manufactures ; your committee will 
only obferve, that the reciprocal duties- are iSy 
high as to be virtual prohibitions, whenever 
there Ihall be any thing like an equality of 
fkill. Our manufadtures are liable alfo to 
be unequally burthened by various internal 
regulations, which your committee will mor^ 
fully confider under the fixth refolution. 

The pofition of the fifth refolution, 
** That our own home market ought to be 
fecured by unequally high duties on thofe 
manufadlures which form the balance on out 
fide,'* is a principle palpably difregarded 
throughout the treaty ; — fince, as your com- 
n^ittee 'have before remarked, and as the 
moft inattentive reader will perceive, all the 
duties of the tariff, ^ except thofe on the 

.produds 
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produdls of France, are nicely reciprocal* ^ 
Thefe duties, however, will not adt as virtual 
^ prohibitions in our favour, in the fame decifive 
manner as they will protedt the French 
manufacflure, fuppofing the fkill of the two 
nations to be hereafter equal ; becaufe the 
other advantages which our rivals would enjoy 
in the cheapnefs of labour, and comparative 
immunity from taxes, and other circumftances 
before mentioned, would, in moft. cafes, more 
than .counte;ppoife the import duties of the 
tariff; in the leather trade efpecially, the 
excife duty on the cjrelTed material has been 
computed tp'be equal to the ad valorem duty 
of 15 per cent. And this excife is not to be 
countervailed. Your committee, therefore^ 
have no doubt, that from the gradual pro-^ 
ficiency of France in manufacturing fkill, 
V It may, in a little time, happen that the 
advantages which were atfirft balanced againft 
each other, may all fhift to one lide.'* 

Under the fijfcth and laft refolution, your 
committee have endeavoured to learn as 
accurately jtg they could, what internal 
regulations /lill remain in France ; partially 
favourable to their own, and oppreffive 
ea foreign manyfacftures : for in our own 
cpuntry no fuch regulations do, or from the 
nature of our conftitution can exift. And 
here your committee proceeded with the. 
more caution ; becaufe they have been in- 
7 formed 
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formed by one of their Members, that 
a perfon of very high authority publicly 
aflerted, on a recent occafion, that no fuch 
regulations exift in France, more than' in 
our own .ifland* The minifter is reported 
to have faid, that the duties on circulation 
were in the nature of a toll, and were equally 
levied on all fimilar goods of whatever 
origin, and the fame information was deli- 
vered to the committee by a member of the 
Chamber from the Lords of Trade. Your 
committee, therefore, think it their duty to 
reprefent on what authority they prefume to 
ftate the contrary; and that is, a French 
Book of Rates, called Recueil Alpbabetique 
des Droits de Traites^ publifhed at Avignon 
in 1786, and, as it is generally underftood 
in Paris, under fan (ft ion of the Farmer*s- 
General themfelves: A work from which 
your committee have derived confiderable 
affiftance, as to the French duties, which 
they have already had occafion to notice in 
this report. 

The iirft partial regulation of this kind, 
refpedls the duties on goods returned to France 
from foreign countries to which they may 
have been exported, or from the effec1:ively 
foreign provinces of Alface, Lorraine, and 
the three bifhopricks as well as the free 
ports of Dunkirk, St. Jean de Luz, Bayonne, 
L'Orient and Marfeilles, That is to fay, 

on 
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dn all their own goods, \vhich have a mark 
diftinguifliing them to be of the national 
fabricks, they exad: only a moderated duty 
of one per cent, ad valorem^ while all otKer 
goods pay the full duties of the refpedlive . 
tariffs, by which the different cuflom-houfes 
cff France are regulated. 

With refpeift to internal circulation, the 
privileges of the feveral manufadlures, and 
even of the feveral manufaftures of the fame 
articles confiderably differ. Your committee 
cannot undertake to point them all out, 
becaufe they lie difperfed over three thick 
volumes of the French publication above 
mentioned; but they will ftate fueh, as they 
think amply fufficient to excite the alarm" 
and jealoufy of the manufacturers of Great 
Britain. 

All cotton, plain, or woven with dyed yam, 
if of the national fabrick, circulate duty free 
throughout the realm. All cottons of foreign 
fabrick were entirely prohibited by the edi(5t 
of July the loth, 1785; that prohibition 
is now taken off as far ai relates to England, 
atid we are confequently to be on the footing 
of other nations before that edicS. Our 
cottons, therefore, muft be fubjedt to the 
duties on circulation, eftabliflied before the 
lOth of July, 1785. 

Woollens at the Douane of Valence^ if of 

the 
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the national fabrick, pay, by the loolb. 
weight only — 2/iv: 6s. Sd. 

Where the fame articles of 'foreign nmanu- 
fadtiire pay— 6//^. 4^. 3^. 

Difference in favour of their own— - 

Or more than 150 per cent. 

The fame diftincflion too is made at tne 
Douane of Lyons in favour of their national 
woollens; and the manufadtures of Sedan 
have*the privilege of pafling to and from 
Lyons duty free, or to any place in the 
realm. 

. All linens of France (and even of Switzer- 
land) circulate freely all over France. After 
having arrived at their firft deftination, all 
linens of Great Britain and Ireland cannot 
circulate without paying the full duties. 

In like manner, gauzes of their own Na- 
tional manufacflories have, by a decilion of 
council, been declared to be free of all duties 
on circulation; while our fabrics of this kind 
muft pay the full entries. 

With refpedt to the iron trade. — The forges 
of Mr. Chauffade, which how belong to the 
King, have peculiar privileges. All anchors 
and grappling irons from thofe forges circulate 
freely after paying the fmall duty of id. per 
loolb. weight, and nails and hardware of all 
kinds pay only the moderate duty of 4d. the 
lOolb. with 10 five per cents thereon. Kitchen 

VOL. III. A iv uteufils 
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utenfils too of hammered iron from the forget 
and furnaces of Morlaix, Pont- fur- faiilx, He-^ 
rouville, Pennemaire, and Coufance, in the 
diftrid: of Bar^ enjoy the privilege of paying 
only three fourths of the ftamps duty on iron, 
wherever that is due. On the other hand^ 
our hardwares muft pay the full duties every 
time they pafs the Bureaux after their firft 
entry. 

Your committee rauft alfo remark,^ that 
many manufad:ories have their bar and pig 
iron, and their fteel, either duty free or at 
very moderate duties . 

It muft alfb be obferved, that many manu« 
facflures, which have no advantages in refpeft 
of internal circulation are exported^ duty free 
to foreign countries, and to the eflfedlively fo- 
reign provinces and free ports of Frances- 
while our goods of the fame fort, fent from 
any interior part of France, would pay 
heavy duties. " 

Your committee find on your books, that 
being afked by fome members of this Cham- 
ber, whether our tfade with France was to be 
limited to certain ports, the Lords of the com- 
itiittee of council replied, ** That fome linrii- 
tation would probably take places but it 
would be rendered as convenient as pdffi- 
ble." A convention has fince been con- 
cluded ; but no mention whatever is made of- 
this fubjedt. — = — ^Ybur committee, therefore^ 

muft 
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ftiuft acquaint the Chamber, that by the fub- 
fifting laws of France, (and all laws refped:- 
ing tradearkl navigation are to remain in full 
force, where they are not exprefsly abrogated 
by virtue of the prefent treaty,) two kinds 
of foreign manufadtures, namely, woollens 
and cottons , are to be imported only by Calais 
and St.Valery, whence they are to be fent to 
Paris, where they muft be infpedled before 
they can be forwarded to the place whither 

they may be addreffed. This limitation 

the committee apprehend, the French have a 
right to enforce, as it is neither done away 
by the treaty or the convention, and how 
burthenfome fuch a regulation mUft be, your 
committee need not explain. 

Thefe inftances, which might be confider- 
ably multiplied, if the very extenfive nature 
of the fubjeft would permit your committee 
to enter into it at large, are fufEcient to war- 
rant the affertion that internal regulations do 
exiji in France, partially favourable to their 
own, and oppreffive to foreign manufactures i 
and confequently that no fair equality can 
exift. Your committee too muft add, that it 
is not otily the prefent exiftenceof the duties, 
but the poffible augmentation of them in fiif 
ture, or the extenfion of immunity to their 
own fabricks, that appears truly formidable to^ 
the fuccefs of our competition under the pr6- 
fent treaty. 

A A 2 Since 
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Since the time that the prcfent report was 
begun, a folemn convention of perfons, illuf- 
trious by birth, or high in office, called the 
1^0 tables of France, has been called together 
at Paris, The obje(5l of this great national 
affennbly, is a reform of ancient abufes in the 
revenue fyftem of the country. Ygur com- 
mittee tDufi obferve, that we are not very. 
accurately informed what has yet beeiri done, 
or what is to be done by them. This only 
we know from official . authority, that the 
Tai/Ieuipon induftry has been already repealed; 
the general T^///(? has been reduced one-tenthy 
and the ** fuppreffion of .feveral duties 
prejudicial to induftry, or too. liable to caufe 
vexations,'* is yet further promifed. Nor 
can your committee think it out of place to" 
infert here the recital, which Mr. Calonne 
makes, of the other meafures lately taken by 
thfe Moft Chriftian King, for the protedion 
and exteniion of trade. 

** He has fuppreffed (fays Mr. Calonne,). 
feveral duties detrimental to commerce, 
and the facrifice which he has thought proper 
to rtiake of their, produce, by favouring the. 
exportation of our commodities, is become a 
new fource of. wealth., 

** i^/j- McTJcJlyibas created^ fHppp^ted and 

animdicd various, bmnches pf imujiry^ which . 

at prefe'rit Jupply the kingdom with .a great ^ 

7 nupibct. 
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'number 'of articles, that were formerly 

^llVJPdRTED FROM ABROAD. 

'^ *** Several eftablifhments of great confe- 

quence have been^ added, a^d received lig- 

•hal marks of a vigilant pro^t^cflion. Such, 

amongft others,' are the iron works at Mount 

•Ctjnis, the moft confiderable of. their kind 

•that exiftj and that of the whale fifliery, 

which originated under the moft favourable 

aufpicesv at the fame time, that all the 

other filheries of the kin8:dom are encouraged. 

^and wloilji they fro/per, are preparing for 

the MARINE, A NURSERY OF SEAMEN.** 

There are, however, fome points of re- 
form, to be fubmitted to the Notables, which 
, iria^y be thought to-afFedt certain of the pre- 
-eeding arguments of your committee ; name- 
ly, ** the projected arrangements in France, 
for the freedom of internal circulation ; the 
' removal of the Cuftom«houfes to the fron- 
tiers- and the eftablifliment of an uniform 
tariff, combined with the interefts of 



/ 



-commerce/^ 



But to this your committee have to an- 
fwer, that no reafoning relative to thefe 
points, can proceed on any fure ground, till 
we know the precife extent of the reform ; and 
we have no right to exped: from fuch a rival, 
any alterations more favourable than the fyf- 
tem which at prefentexifts. The uncertainty 
pf the new regulations which are to be prq- 
-^ .pofe4 
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pofed feems to your committee to be an iire* 
liftible motive, why the manufa^urers of 
Great Brit?^in flioula yet further think, be-s 
fore they decide, and the legiflature ' p^ufe,; 
before they carry into ejflPe^ the pending 
treaty. As to the duties on cir(:ulation in 
particular ; your committee cannot but re- 
mark, that the fame meafures, which (hall 
remove the inequalities ftated above, rauft 
alfo generally let the manufacturers of the moft 
induftrious provinces of France, where labour 
and living alfo are loweft, into the great mar-r 
kets of that kingdom , exonerated from the 
burthens under which they have hitherto 
jftruggled in their competition with foreigners. 
Your committee cannot difmifs tliis enauiry 
without adding, that whatever inequality of 
duties may at prefent exift to the difadvan-r 
tage of the Englifh manufafturer in his ccim-: 
petition with the French, and with pther 
foreign manuf^ifturers in the markets of 
France; this inequality will yet be materially 
augmented in the Jhort fpace of four years. 
All the French duties in this report, (excepting^ 
the duties on Engl ifli goods under the tariff,) 
are computed with ten five per cents, on the 
original fum ; but two of thefe fivf per cents • 
or one Jiftee?ith of the whole duties, as they 
are here calculated, will expire with the year 
1790. On the other fide, the duties of the 
tariff are ** fixed invariably" for the duration 
^f the treaty. Thefe 
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Thefefa6ls and reafonings contain all tha^t 
your committee have to offer uncjer the heads 
referred to them by the Chanxber. They 
cannot, however, forbear to repeat, that njany 
very important confiderations arife from the 
wide entrance, which wjll be opened by the 
treaty, to many old, and fome ney^^ branches 
of clandeftine importation ; efpecially of filk, 
hofiery, ribbons, and other inanufadtures of 
ihe fame material. \ , 

Your committee alio beg leave to call the 
^ferious attention of the Chan>hejr, Jo apt 
interpretation of the treaty, which (^ your 
committee are credibly told) was given to th^ 
Houfe of Commcms by the niinifter himfeif, 
namely, that the reciprocal duties of the 
tariff are to be the terms of commercial 
intercourfe as well betwe^ France and 
Ireland, as between France and Great Britain , 
On the queftion of the JrijQi Propofitions, 
it was the unanimous and fettled opinion of 
the Maniifad:urers of Great Britain, that loj 
p^r cent, ad valarem (together with counter-^ 
vailing duties) would not be fujEficient to 
proteilS our home mai^cets againft the manu- 
faiSturers of Ijrelapd ; how then are we to fiand 
the competition againft them in the markets 
of [France, where the fimilar commodities 
of the two fitter kingdoms are to be equally 
burthened with the fame duties on importa- 
tion? nor niuft it be forgotten that Ireland, 

treating 
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treating France at this monnent like other 
nations, will give little or nothing in return; 
the equivalent to France can only be found 
in the opening of the Britifti market to the 
produd:ions and induftry of her ancient rival; 
while Ireland bids fair to epjoy much the 
greater part, if not all, of the emoluments 
to be gained in the French market ; nonlsthis 
the only danger which appears to threaten 
us from this new explanation of the tariff— 
an explanation, which (we cannot but 
notice) was refufed by the Privy Council to 
feveral members of this committee. It was 
fworn by the manufacflurers before the Houfe 
of Lords in 1785; that in many cafes 15, 
^O, 30, nay 50 per cent, with countervailing 
duties, would not keep out the manufadlures 
of Ireland; but under cover of the prefent 
treaty, Irifti goods may be eafily fmuggled 
into this country, as French comniodities, 
at the duties of the tariff, with only the 
additional expence of touching, and pro- 
curing the neceffary papers, at Dunkirk, or 
fome other French port; and if this traffic 
be carried on in French veffels there can be 
little difficulty, and as little cofl, in the 
practice of this fraud ; which at the fame 
time could not fuffer any very efTential check 
from any regulations which the legiflature 
may make in our fyflem of revenue. 

On thefe points your committee (hould npt 

be 
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be iinwillipg to enter into fome detail ; but 
they thiqk themfelves not warranted by their 
inftrudlions fo to digrefs. Should thpy be 
diredled by a geners^l rpeeting, they wqu14 
chearfully refume their enquiries. In the 
mean time they mi^ft take the liberty of 
repeating th^ir' recommend<^tion of thefe 
fiibjedis to the an^^idu? difcuflion of the 
Chamber, as they are indifpenfabje to the 
proper underftanding of the prefent queftion, 
and yet more particularly indifpenfable to 
the juft prefervation of that which it is 
hoped the Chamber will ever be jealoufly 
folicitous to guard, their own confiftency and 
honour. * 

THOMAS WALKER, Chairman. 

Refolutions ^ March 27, 1787. 

RESOLVED unanjmoufly. That the vari- 
ous reports of the committee upon the 
fubjed: of the French treaty, from the 
9th of February inclufive, be fent to the 
members of the Chamber. 

That every degree of additional informa- 
tion which can be obtained, (hall alfo be fent 
to the members, in order to enable them to 
form their judgments, calmly and delibe- 
rately, on the great queflion of the French 
treaty, previous to any decifion of this 
Chamber. 

THOMAS WALKER, Chairman. 
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^i'^ Yorkshire Question, ^r Petition^ 
or Address i (Being a Jhoft and fair Jlate 
of the Cafe^ upon ike Principle s^^ the Views ^ 
the Means ^ and the Objfdls of both Parties 
as confejfed by themfehps.) Mofi earnejily 
andferioujly addrejfed to the considera- 
tion of tkf People of England, 
fjfembled in their f^VfVftl Qqunty^ Qity^ 
and other Meetings. 

XN all public difcufnqn, upop public aflfairs, 
it has been ufual to guefs at the views ancl 
objects of thofe who prppoie any meafure» 
and of thofe who qppofe it ; and to ftate 
their intentions, as arguments for or againfl 
the meafure itfelf. It very feldom indeed 
happens, that either party acknowledge their 
intentions to be what their adverfary imputes 
to them. Hence much difficulty of judging 
between the competitors for public iXM&, and 
confidence arife^ to the people, who are fir^ 
diverted from an examination of the meafure 
advifed, to the probable intentions of the 
advifer or oppofer, and then, a greater diffi- 
culty attends the fixing with certainty, whal 
that intention is ; neither party, as has been 
remarked, confefling the motive to be that^ 
which is fuggefted by his opponent* 

Much benefit is expedted, and it is hoped 
that much indeed will be derived, from 

6 the 
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the petition of the county of York — frorr^ 
the effeA of the refolutions there entered 
into— »and from the watchful, prudent, and 
well-dire(^ed labours of the very relpe<SabIe 
committee of that great county. This for 
the future.-^[yi copy of the Petition^ and the 
names of the Committer ^ are annexed J\ 

But a very gresit and diffufive good has 
already flowed from it. In that mating, 
the contending parties have ff^irly owned 
their principles ; avowed their intentions, 
^nd precifely njarked their objeds. All 
conjeifluye as to motives j all inference frorh 
the oftenfible end to the occult defign ; every 
argument from prefumeable or probable 
iqtentiqn being thus done away — the parties 
(:ome fairly with their meafures, and their 
means before the people, now to be affembled 
in tt;^e feveral towns, cities and counties of 
this kingdom y and thus, that people are 
^nablei ta judge with certainty, and to 
chufe for themfejves, without the leaft dread 
of being deceived in the nature of the objedt, 
pr the quality of the means, by which that 
pbjedl is to be obtained. 

At the Yorkfliire meeting two opinions 
were given—very different indeed ; and two 
meafures prqpofed — abfolutely contradictory 
to each other. Each, however, had its 
advocates and fupporters. All other than 
,^ numerical comparison of thefe fhall be 

here 
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here abflaiqed from. That indeed' w?? 
remarkable ; for one party was fo fmall as 
not to give their meafures and dodtriries 
tije fupport or countenance of their own 
vote. The propofitions of the other were 
carried without a diflenting voice. The firft 
of thefe cail themfelves the King's Friends. 
The other party was compofed of the 
Gentlemen and Free-Holdeks of the 
county j and each, by their fpokefrhen, 
plearly and diftinxftly avowed their objedt, 
and recommended the means by which they 
propofed to attain it. Let thefe be ftated ; 
and let the Country Gentlemen, for 
this time, have the precedence. 

The Country Gentlemen, then, by 
the mouths of Mr. Wyvill, Mr. Fritchard^ 
Mr. Hill, Sir George Savile, Mr. Stanhope, 
Mr. Turner, and feveral others, reprefented 
the corrupt dependence of Parliament as the 
grand caufe of all our misfortunes ; from 
whjch dependence and corruption, they 
infifted, flowed the moft improvident and 
lavifh grants of the money or the fubjecft^, 
fqueezed from them by the moft oppreflivfe 
taxes ; and charged the mifapplication, and 
profufe fquandering of that money, as owing 
to the negled", or refufal of Parliament to 
examine, or, in any wife, controul the 
expenditure. They reprefented the undue, 
alread}^ prodigious, and ftill encreafing influ- 
ence 



» 
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ence of the Crown, as the grand corrupter of 
Parliament: they ftated the variety and 
magnitude of places and emoluments in its 
gift and difpofal, as the means employed 
for that corruption ; and they charged, that 
the public money was laviflily applied to 
continue and forward the very corruption 
from which it flowed. Thefe were the evi'/s 
and their rai/fes as reprefented and alledged 
by the Country Gentlemen. 

To remedy thefe was their objed:. The 
means propofed by them to attain that objcA 
were, to bring the influence of the Crown 
within fome reafonable bounds ; and, by 
removing fome of the mofl: apparent and 
obvious caufes of the corruption of Parlia- 
ment, to refl:ore that body to fuch a fl:ate 
of purity and health, as might enable it to 
difcharge its function ; and difpofe it to 
grant the money of the fubjedt with fome 
degree of caution ; and to controul the 
expenditure with, at leafl:, fome degree of 
care. 

Thus far the Country Gentlemen ; 

and to them fucceeded the King's 

Friends. 

The KiNGS*s Friends, then, by the 

mouth of Mr. Smelt, but here it may 

not be amifs to make thofe who are not yet 
informed,, acquainted with Mr. Smelt; hisr 
Htuation and connections^ 

Mr. 
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Mr* Smelt is a gentleman of the county of 
York of decent fortune, and of a family 
fufficiently reputable. In himfelf, in his 
private life, not only unexceptionable, but 
refpedlable. About eight years fince, this 
gentleman was appointed Sub-Governor to 
the Prince of Wales, in v^^hich office he con- 
tinued fome years; during 'which time his 
Majefty paid him moft particular ref'gard and 
attention. So highly was he in the royal 
s favour, that, when the King difcharged Dr. 
Markham (now Archbiftiop of York) and 
the late Lord Holdemeffe, tigether with an 
Oxford fcholar, whofe name does not occur, 
from the government and education of the 
Prince, he earneftly prefled Mr. Smelt to 
remain. From what motive is not well 
known, but he declined the offer, and even 
refufed, though much preffed, to retain the 
falary. His^ Majefly*s favour and approba- 
tion, fo far from ceafing, has every day en- 
creafed. He has again been callied to the 
King^s prefence, and there is not a man in the 
kingdom, who enjoys fo much of the appa^ 
rent confidence of the King at this day ; 
and certainly there is not a man of any rank 
or condition in the country, who was ever 
honoured with fo much of the private fociety, 
and familiar intercourfe with his Majefly, as 
Mr. Smelt is at this very time. This account 
of Mr. Smelt is intended to imprefs on the 

people 
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people the great authority with which he 
fpoke; the certain knowledge which he had, 
from long intercourfe of his Mzjefky^sgracious 
difpojitions^^ and princely defires; and the 
habitudes of thinkings reqfoning and wijhing^ 
in which he muft have been quite familiar at 
the Queen's Hdufe, in which his Majefty 
refides, and where the King's friends muft of 
courfe refort and confult. 

From the bofom of thefe^ from the very 

interior of the King bimfelf Mr. Smelt iffues 
to the Yorkfhire meeting, and becomes the 
mouth of that party. 

Mr. Smelt then affirmed, that all cur mis*- 
fortunes arofe from the King's not having 
TCiotQ power and influence than he has. As a 
remedy, therefore, he recommended that the 
power and influence of the King (hould be 
encreafed. The firft, he plainly aflerted; 
the fecond, he diredlly recommended. The 
immediate benefits, which he expedled 
from that increafe of power and influence, 
he did not ftate in words equally precife* 
But it was impoflible to miflake him. To 
remove even every poflible infinuation of 
unfair conftruftion, the people of England 
are defired to attend to his words, which 
(hall be fairly quoted. The people will 
interpt-et for themfelves. Thele are his 

words ; 

^ * * The power of the crown is by no means 

•* exorbitant; 
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** exorbitant} on the contrary^ \i\v2int^ greatfy> 
** to be increafed; the King*s influence is taot 
** little; his hands want to h^flrengthened^ for 
** he is not able to curb the licentioufnefs with 
** which he is every day talked of in every 
** company y and every flrcet^ nor ^r^;/ to re- 
** ftrain the infertion of a newf paper para*- 
** graph. ^^ In a preceding part of his fpeech 
he faid — ** The ground of the petition feemcd 
** to be, to curb the influence of the crown, 
** and to prevent the Sovereign ixovd difpoflng 
** of the revenues granted to him by Parlia- 
•* ment/* — It is hardly neceflary to add, that 
he ended by a moft earneft entreaty to the 
meeting to rejedt the petition. For the fur- 
ther fatisfaftion of the reader, Mr. Smelt's 
fpeech is annexed to this addrefs. 

After thefe expreffions, thus fairly tranf- 
cribed from his fpeech, it cannot be unfair to 
obferve that — to lament an inability to do 
any particular thing, is to affert that fuch 
particular thing fhould be done, were the. 
power equal to its performance ; and that in 
no form of government whatfoever can any 
adtion be reftrained, but by the terror of the 
punifhment annexed to its commiffion. Thefe 
remarks cannot be fo much as cavilled at; to 
deny their truth, is impoflible. 

Under the authority, then, of thefe remarks 
(without enquiring whatx company Mr. 
Sfnelt keeps, in which the King ^is conflantly 

and 
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fthcJ licentiotijly reviled) the immediate benefits 
which Mr. Smelt propofed' from the defired 
increafe of the King*s power and influence, 

are -* 

Firft, That his Majefty would regulate all 
** private ^friendly and convivial fociety at his 
•* pleafure ; and either reprefs the freedom of 
** converfation intirely, or punifti it, when it 
*' tranfgrefled fuch limits as he may be pleafed 
•* to aflign it." This is the unavoidable 
inference from Mr. Smelt's complaint, that 
the King is abufed in every company, and 
every ftreet, foJr want, as he aflerts, of 

fufficient power and influence. It was ridi- 
culous to complain of want of power, if it 
was not intended to ufe the power when got, 
to remedy the evil ; and there is no^poflible 
. remedy for this evil, '* /^/iz/zg- licentioufly of 
** the King in every company,'* but by ufing 
the defired power for the regulation oi private 
companies^i and fuppreffing the freedom, or 
punifhing the inadvertencies oi private^ family^ 

friendly\ and co/7wW^/ converfation. Another 
advantage would arife, indifpenfably neceflary 
to the exercife of this power, and infeparable 
from it, which it is odd that Mr. Smelt (hould 
pafs over in filence — the employment of 
SPIES ! The neceflity of an whole hoft of 
thefe honourable officers is felf-evident. 
How, oth^rwife is it poflible to bring the 
private difcourfe of families and friends intd 
VOL. Ill* Bb judgment 
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judgment before the magiftrate, and toptiriiffi 
thofe who have tranfgreffed ? 'Without th«i 
aid of fome fuch, even now,' how could Mr. 
Smelt know that the King was evilly fpoken 
of, in other companies than thofe which he 
he himfelf keeps ; it muft be through the 
miniftry of fpies that Mr. Smelt has beerl 
able to aflure us that the King is reviled in 
every company. 

Second benefit. '' That his Majefty would 
prohibit all difcuflion of public affairs, and 
** political controverfy /;; /)/7;//, even to the 
infertion of -^l Jingle paragraph in a news^ 
papery or punilh feverely thofe who fhali 

^* tranfgrefs.** The fame reafoning which 

arofe from thefiril benefit is applicable to this 
fecond; as, without a liccnfer of the prefs^ 
that is, without making it criminal by the 
King's authority, to publilh any thing in 
print, to convey the fmalleft information; 
or lay any fad:, c fubmit any reafoning to 
the people through the prefs', without the 
King's licence jirjl had and obtained \ and 
inflicting heavy punilliments on thofe who 
prefumed to do other wife ; — without this, it 
is impojfible to devife any method by which 
the King fhall be enabled to fupprefs, or 
jprevent ^he infertion of fuch paragraphs as he 
may diflike, in ^ news-paper. 

Third benefit. ** That, by fuch increafe 
** of power, the King Would be enabled to 

•* difpofe 
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•^ difpofe of the revenues, granted to him by 
■ * Parliament, according to his will and pie afure^ 
•*^ without controul, and without account/* 
This is the obvious and unavoidable fenfe of 
the fpeech ! Mr. Smelt bitterly lamented 
that the petition tended to defeat this power* 
Let the following expreffions taken from his 
fpeech be confidered, and not even a fhadow 
of doubt can remain : * * The petition tends, 
faid he, ** to prevent the Sovereign from 
** difpojing of the revenues granted him by 
** Parliament.** The petition neither aflcs 
nor implies any fuch thing. The King nov^ 
has, and has always had, the difpofal of 
the revenue; -the bufinefs and duty of the 
Parliament was to take care that the Minifters 
of the King did not divert it from the objedls 
to which they had deftined it, and to punifli 
them for fuch malverfation when it hap- 
pened. This the petition begs the Houfe pf 
Commons to confider again as their duty and 
bufinefs, and to perform that duty. It ajks 
this, and .on that head, it afks no more« 
Again, ** the petition tended to make the 
** King no longer z judge of his oivn benevo" 
** lence (with whofe money pray?) but $0 
^* conftitute parliament his guardians.^' Surely 
Mr. Smelt muft have thought the people 
of this country ftrangely altered, if not de- 
generated, when he hopes to alarm them into 
an oppofition to any meafure by telling them, 
.• B B » that 



ihat * * it tended to make the Parliament ths 
King's Guardians.'* But, one more of 
Mr. Smelt's wiflies laid before them, the 
people will think for themfelves. Left the 
hene^volence of the King (hould be Jfinted^ 
when the guard ianfliip of the Parliamerit 
was ended j— left his Majefty might not 
have his revenues large enough when entirely 
■at his own difpofal^ Mr. Smelt exprefled a 
ftrbng delire ** that all war taxes and 
ESTABj-iSHMENTs fhould be kept to their 
full extent in times of peace. ^* This indeed 
was not quite fo well received in Yorkfhire. 
The reft of the kingdom may perhaps like 
it better^ efpecially when they confider with 
WHOM Mr. Smelt is in the vno^ confidentidi 
intimacy. 

Here, then^, O people of England, you 

,ftave both parties before you, in their own 

"Words, with their avowed intentions, with 

their acknowledged projects ; the ends they 

defirc, and the means by which they propore 

to attain thofe ends, openly profeflfed. After 

'this, no freeholder, not one of the people; 

'^can be at a moment's lofs to decide on the 

•part he fhall take in the feverd county ancl 

other meetings, now or fhortly to be called 

'for the purpofe of prefenting luch a petition 

as has been voted in Yorkfhire. A fliork 

recapitulation will remove all doubts. 

Whoever thinks that thci po'Serznd influ*-* 

^ ente 
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ence of the crown is ^oo UttJe^ and ought to 

be ENCREASED; — ^ 

Whoever wifties that the King, fo encreafed 
\x\ power, (hould regulate 2^privatey companies^ 
and punijh fuch converfation as he doe^ not 
like ; > ^ 

Whoever wifhes and defires that the liberty 
of the Press fhould be reftrained; a licenfer 
eftabliftied ; all information to the people, \j\ 
print, concerning national affairs, fupprejfed; 
^nd the inferting even z Jingle paragraph in 9.. 
news-paper, without the King^s leave 9 feverely 
punifhed; ■ ■ 

Whoever thinks that the Parliament ought 
to grant whatever money the King ajj^s^ and 
wifhes that the King (hould difpofe of hrs 
people^s money fo granted^ according to his 
W/7/ and pleafure^ without controul and 
without account ; 

All thofe, who thus think and wijh^ are 
defired to attend at their refpedtive county^ 
city or dther meetings, and there, with the 
King's Friends and Mr. iSlmelt, fupport 
an addrefs to his Majefty for the attainment 
of fuch dejirable objeEls ; — But 

Whoever thinks that the influence of the 
Crown is already too greats and employed 
to corrupt the parliament ; ■ • ■'- 

Whoever thinks that corrupting the par- 
liament With the money of the people^ already 
granted^ a means to make that parliament 
grant more ; ^ Who- 
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Whoever wifhes to fee a ftop put to 
unmerited penfions; an abolition of ufelefx 
places, and a temperate reform of all ; 

Whoever wifhes that parliament, made 
lefs corrupt, fhould grant the people^s money 
with caution and reluBance^ and fee it accounted 
for with rigorous punctuality i 

All men, who thus think and wifli, will 
attend at the county or other meetings ; and , 
with the Country Gentlemen; fuppor^ 
a Petition of thtfame kind as that refolved 
on in the County of York. 



ne Speech of Mr, Smelt, lately Sulf^ 
Governour to the Prince of Wales, at the 
Torkjhire Meetings carefully taken donjon 
at the time^ 

Mr. smelt requeued the indulgence 
of the meeting, and their candid interpre- 
tation of arguments, which his want of ikill 
and experience might fail to arrange with 
judgment, or place in their proper ppint of 
view. He faid, that as the advertifemen^ 
to call the county together was figned by- 
many refpeftable names, he came to York 
with a confident hope, that their intention 
was to propofe fome meafures for the proi 
motion of the common caufe, and to unite 
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the minds of men in the hoyi of diftrefs ; 
but that he lamented to find, that, inft^ad 
of contributing to the fupport of government, 
the intention avowed w^as to divide its 
flrength ; for that the ground of the petition 
feemed to be to curb the iniluence of the 
Crown, and to prevent this fovereign from 
difpofing of the revenues granted to him by 
Parliament; a meafure by which he appre- 
hended the lateft poflerity might b? feqfibjy 
affecfled. . 

He then defired to (hew his own confift-f 
ency, by a detail of the circumflances of his 
life, and related, that he had early engaged 
in, ^nd after nineteen ye^rs* faithful fervice, 
retired from a profeflion, without accepting 
gny reward, or penfion, as an illnefs, not 
fontradted in fervice, but which had grown 
up with him from his infancy, had occa-% 
^oned his defire to refign. 

He took occafion here to refled: on the 
neglecSled ftate of the navy, and weak con- 
dition of the works at Plymouth, when he 
was called on in his official chara<iler, to 
infpecS them in the courfe of the laft war. 
During his retirement, of which this city 
was the fcene, he affirmed that he had 
dedicated his time to the ftudy of our con- 
jftitution, and other national objecfts ; that 
.while in this fituation he received a call to 
^ molt important duty, fpr the faithful 

though 
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inadequate difckarge of which, while if\ 
employment, he was well plpafed to receive 
his wages; but that pn the conclufion of hi^ 
attendance upon the Princes, which he 
religned from a fenfe of his own ability, he 
had declined the offer of an annuity for the 
remainder of his life; that he therefore once 
more retired to his own natural and humble 
iituation, whence he was again drawn b7 
the commands of his moft gracious mafter; 
that whether the ftipend he had from that 
time enjoyed was to be conftrued into a 
penfion he cou]d not tell, and was now even 
indifferent, for that from this moment he 
refigned it; ** and now/* faid he, *^ I ^nc^ 
an independent man.*' 

He then reprobated the petiticm to th^ 
Houfe of Commons, as it tended to make 
the King no longer the judge qf his own 
benevolence, but to conflitute Parliament his 
guardians ; and declared it even illegal for 
one branch of the conftitution to interfere 
with the operations of another. He affirmed 
that the power of the Crown was by no 
means exorbitant; that, on the contrary, it 
required to be greatly increafed: that the 
King*s influence was too little, and that his 
hands wanted to be flrengthened ; for that he 
is not able to curb the licentioufnefs with 
which he is every day talked of in every 
company and in every ftreet, por even to 
^ ' jfeflrair^ 
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retrain the infertion of a riew^^paper J)ara-. 
graph, while the prefent meafure tended to. 
anarchy and confufion, and to fnatfh away 
that facred veil which the conftitution had 
wifely drawn round the Crown, and which 
only the greateft occafion fliould remove 
from before the fplendour of Majefty. That 
fuch was the delicacy of the legiflature, at 
the time of the Revolution,, that the word 
Abdication vj^s a work of three days* delibe- 
ration, their objed: being to maintain the 
immortality of the Royal Perfon, a perfoa 
upon which the law had beftowed not only 
an exemption from death, but from error 8 
that in this maxim, ** the King can do no 
wrong,'* the only fafeguard of the people is 
contained, and that from his protedtion alone 
their liberty is to be derived ; he therefore 
recommended it to thofe who were in pur- 
fuit of liberty, that they fliould implore the 
proteftion of the King, as by protection ancj 
fecurity liberty was to be underflood. 

He now entered on the comparative merits 
of the prefent adminiftration, and thofe who 
condudled the affairs of the nation on Whig 
principles, and hence again deduced the 
property of giving greater power to the 
crown. He averred that, in the days of 
Whiggifm, the minifter, diftindt from the 
crown, formed a fourth branch of legiflature, 
which had j^bforbed within itfelf the power 
ir ■ and 
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^and office of the crown, and that leaving 
de jure royalty to be poffeffed by th^ Royal 
Perfon, the party of the minifter affumed 
and exercifed the office of King de faBa. 
The narrow principles of felf, aftuated the 
meafures and puxfuits of Whigs : hence the 
complaints of our brethren in ' Ireland have 
been fomented, and hence the rebellion in 
America grew to fo ftupendous a height, that 
it was irrefiftible almoft at the firft. LorcJ 
Chatham, he granted, was formed to glare 
a meteor in a ftorm, hut by no means to 
condu(ft finances in the time of peace; and 
<leclared that the prefent increafe of debt 
arifes from that want of forefight, which, 
in peace, never looks forward towards the 
exigencies of war; adding, that one of the 
great eft misfortunes of this country is, that 
no minifter is found fufficiently firm to keep 
Vp the taxes on the return qf peace to the 
greateft height of a war eftabliftiment : [Heni 

'the whole meeting expreff'ed the utmojl difapr 
probation.'] for if that were done, provifion 
might be made againft the day of danger, 
and w^ fhould not, in the hour of preffing 
peceffity, bq obliged to purchafe every requi- 
fite article at the moft exorbitant prices : and 
here recurring to the crimination of Whig- 
gifm, he affirmed, that, if the laft war had 
broke out two years after,- we fhould pot 
have had a fleet fit for fervice. 
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He then dire(5lly undertook tQy€xculpat9 
Government from the charge of having 
pccafioned the calamities complained of, and 
transferred the blame to the people, whom 
he called the flaves of felfifhnefs, which 
defcended even to the election of coroners : 
to them alone he afcribed the diforders of 
the country. He denied the exiftence of 
one patriot. After admitting the poflihle 
truth of /Lord Qrford^s aiTertion, that a^ 
men had their prices, h^ affirmed that if 
there be a patriot in this country, \\e is now 
ppon the throne; ** The King is not only 
the greateft and the beft, but he was forry 
to fay, he believed hini to be the only 
patriot in this country.*' He called to 
recoUeftion a former meeting of the county of 
York, and lamented that the affembly prefent 
could blow both hot and cold in that room^ 
for that nine years ago they confidered thp 
King as worthy of their relpeft ; they thea 
called on him to dilTolve the Parliament, 
for excluding a man, whofe private character 
none would be fo bold as to vindicate ; 
"Vvhefeas, on the prefent occafion. Parliament 
•is to be called on to reftrain the |Cing ; he 
therefore befought thp meeting, by every 
obligation that , could influence the Ipver of 
his country , from every principle of public 
and private intereft, from the loyalty and 
^fFec^lion due to the molt gracious prince, 

' engaged 
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engaged in a war the moft juft that ever wais 
entered into, to reje(ft the petition, and- to 
feek for the redrefs of our calamities from 
means in our own power to carry into efFe<ft> 
Let reformation begin with the body of the 
people. The principles of elediors were 
corrupt : let them return to virtue, and let 
them choofe for reprefentatives difcreet an4 
difpaffionate men ; fuch men as are recom*- 
mended to their choice by the writ of 
eledtion. The only ground on which the 
petition could pretend to propriety, he faid, 
was an opinion that the King is the fervant 
of the people; and, now returning to the 
royal attributes, added, that it is a narrow, 
a little, and a mean idea : he is not the 
fervant of the people, he is their foul j he 
is the foul of the conftitution; from him 
and him alone, the conftitution derives its 
energy ; from him alone the operations of 
the Irate derive their efficacy : he is the life, 
the foul, the very exiftence of the confti- 
tution. And here, recommending once more 
the rejedlion of the petition, he profeffed 
his readinefs to join in an addrefs to the 
throne, expreflive of loyalty, confidence, 
contribution of fljrength, and co-operation, 
&c. &c. 
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Tork, December 30, 1779* 
At a very numerous and refpedtable 
meeting, of the firft perfons of confideration 
and property in this county, held here 
this day, the following petition and refolu- 
tions were unanimoufly agreed to: 

To the Ho?iourable the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament ajfembled: 

'The Petition of. the Gentlemen^ Clergy ^ and 
Freeholders of the Cou nty of Tork^ 

Sheweth^ 

X HAT this nation hath been engaged for 
feveral years in a moft expenfive and unfor- 
tunate war 5 that many of our valuable colo- 
nies, having a<ftually declared themfelves 
independent, have formed a ftridt confede- 
racy with France and Spain, the dangerous 
and inveterate enemies of Great Britain ; that 
the confequence of thofe combined misfor- 
tunes had been a large addition to the national 
debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, a rapid 
decline of the trade, manufadures, and land- 
rents of the kingdom*. 

Alarmed at the diminifhed refources and 
growing burthens of this country, and con- 
vinced that rigid frugality is now indifpenfably 
neceflary in every department of the State, 
your petitioners obferve with grief, tha^ 
potwithllanding the calamities and impo- 

6 verifhed 



verifhed condition of thepation, much public 
money has been improvidently fquandered, 
and that many individuals enjoy finecure 
places, efficient places with exorbitant emo- 
luments, and penfions unmerited by publid 
fervice, to a large and Hill encreafing amount ; 
whence the . Crown has acquired a great 
unconftitutional influence, which, if not 
checked, may foon prove fatal to the liberties 
of this country. 
• Your petitioners conceiving that the true 
end of every legitiniate government is «ot the 
cmolumentof ANY iNDiviDu A L,but the wel- 
fare of the commmunity ; and confidering that 
by the conftitution of this realm, the national 
purfe is intruftpd in a peculiar manner to the 
cuftodyof this Honourable Houfe; beg leave 
further to reprefent that until effediual 
meafures be taken to redrefs the oppreffive 
grievances herein ftated, the grant ctf an 
additional fum of public money, beyond the 
produce of the prefent taxes, will be injuri- 
ous to the rights and property of the people, 
and derogatory from the honour and dignity 
of Parliament. 

Your petitioners therefore, appealing to 
the juftice of this Honourable Houfe, do 
moft earneftly requeft, that before any new 
burthens are laid upon this country, effedlual 
meafures may be taken by this Houfe to en- 
quire into and correal the grofs abufes in the 

expenditure/ 
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tkpenditure of public money; td reduce all 
exorbitant emoluments ; to refcind and 
aboliih all finecure places and unmerited pen- 
/ions ; and to appropriate the produce to the 
iieceffities of the State in fuch manner as ta 
the wifdom of Parliament (ha]l feem nieet. 
And your petitioners fhall ever pray, &c* 

., After which the following refolutions were 
propofed, and alfo unanimoufly agreed to, 
viz, 

I ft. Refolved, that the petition now read 
to this meeting, addreffed to the Houfe of 
Commons, and requefting that before any new 
burthens be laid upon the country, efFedtual 
meafures may be taken by that Houfe to 
enquire into and correct the grofs abufes ia 
the expenditure of public money : to reduce 
all exorbitant emoluments; to refcind and 
abolifli all finecure places and unmerited 
penfions ; and to appropriate the produce to 
the neceffities of the State, is approved by 
the rheeting. 

ad. Refolved, that a committee of fixty- 
one gentlemen be appointed to carry on the 
necelTary corfefpondence for efFeftually pro- 
moting the obje(fl of the petition, and ta 
prepare a plan of an aflbciation on legal and 
conftitutional grounds, tofupport the laudable 
reform, and fuch other meafures as may 
conduce to reftore the freedom of Parliament. 

The 
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The following gentlemen compofed tli« 
Committee: 

Sir. G. Armitage, Mr. Chaloner, Sir R. 
Hildyard, Mr. Morrit, Rev. Mr. Zouch^ 
Sir. J. Norcliffe; Mr. Strickland of Boynton, 
Dean of Ripen, Mr. J. S. Smith, Mr. P. 

^ Milnes, Mr. Croft, Mr. Bell, Rev. Mr. 
Wyvil, Mr. Rill, Gen. Hale, Mr. Smith of 
Heath, Rev. Mr. Mafon, Mr. Tooker, Mr. 
H. Duncombe, Mr. H. Thompfon, Mr; 
Croft, jun. Mr. Duncombe, Mr. Dalton-, 
Mr. Strickland of Beverley, Sir William 
Milner, Mr. Hawkfworth, Mr. Withers^ 
Rev. Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Foljambe, Major 
Ferrand, Mr. Farrer, Mr. James Milnes, 
Mr. Law, Mr. Edmunds, Mr. Wilfon, Mr* 
Jackfon, Rev. F. Dodfworth, Mr. Cradock^ 
Mr. Carver, Rev. Mr. Michell, Sir Watts 
Horton, Mr. C. St. Quintin, Dr. Dring, 
Rev. J. Robinfon, Mr. P. Wentworth, Mr. 
S. A. Ward, Rev. Mr. Cayley, Dean of 
York, Rev* Mr. Bourn, Rev. Mr. Comber, 

^ Mr. Marriott, Mr. G. Elfley, Mr. Pool, 
Alderman Carr, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Thornton, 
Rev. Mr. Dealtry, jun. Mr. F. Smyth, Rev. 
Mr. Eyre, Mr. Baynes, jun. Mr. Garforth, 
and Mr. Hildyard. 

The above meeting was the moft numerous 
and refpeftable ever known upon any occa« 
fion, iince the Revolution. 

Cafe 
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iiopy of a Letter from Lord Holland h tht 
Lord Mayor (Samuel Turner) of London^ 
with his Lordjhip^s Anfwer thereto. 

T(? the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor. 

MY LORD, 

xN a petition prefented by yoiir Lordfliip it 
is mentioned as a grievance — In^eadofpunijh^ 
ing^ tonferring honours on a rdy-majler^ the 
pubiic defaulter of unaccounted millions. I 
am told that I am the pay-maf^er here ceh- 
fured : May I beg to know of yoilr Loxtilhip 
if it is fo? If it is, I am fure Mr. Beckford 
muft have been agiinfl: it, becaufe he knows, 
and could have fhewn your Lordlhip in wri- 
ting, the utter falfehood of what is there ih- 
finuated. 

I have not the hondur to know your 
Lordihip, fo I cannot tell what you may 
have heard to induce you to carry to our So- 
vereign a complaint of fo atrocious a nature. 

Your Lordfhip by your fpeech made tor* 
the King at delivering the petition, has 
adopted the contents of it; and I don't know 
of whom to enquire but of your Lordfhip 
concerning this injury done to an innocent 
man, who am by this means (if I am the 

VOL. iijt. Cc perfon 
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perfon meant) hung out as an objecjl of public 
hatred and refentment. 

You have too niuch honour and juftice not 
to tell me whether I am the perfon meant, 
and if I am, the grounds upon which I am 
thus charged, that I may vindicate myfelf, 
which truth will enable me to do to the cpn- 
vicftion of the bittereft enemy ; and therefore 
I may boldly fay, ta your Lordfhip's enth*e 
fatisfadion, whom I certainly have never 
offended, 

I am, with the greateft re{]pe<5t^ ^ 

My Lord, 
Your Lord(hip*s moft obedient. 

And moft humble fervajit, 
BoUand^noufe, Kenftngton,' HOLLAND. 
July 9, 1769. ; 

T^he Lord Mayor^s Anfwer. 

The Lord Mayor prefents his coropH'^ 
ments to Lord Holland, and in/anfwer tc^ 
the honour of his Lordfliip*s letter delivered 
to him by Mr. Selwyn, he begs leave to fey 
that he had no concern in drawing up tha 
petition from the Livery of London to hia^ 
Majefty ; that he looks on himfelf only a^ 
the carrier, together with other gentlemen 
charged by the Livery with the delivery of • 
it; that he does not, nor ever did, nofcL 
himfelf accountable for the contents of it» 
and is a Itranger to the nature of the fup- 
pofed charge ag^inft his Lordfliip* 

ManJion^Houfey July 10, l^(k^ ^^^ 



/ 



TrOm the GA2EtTEER, "^uly t")^ ^1^9- 

tVe have authority to give the public the' 
following authentic copy of a letter^ received 
yeferday by a Liveryman of London :— — 

" DEAR SIR, FonthilWJulyi^^ ^769* 

A AM as much furprized as you feem to' 
be, at feeing my name, and papers in my 
poffeflion, appealed to by' a Noble Lord* 
You and my friends in the city think it 
incumbent on me to vindicate (as they are 
pleafed to exprefs themfelves) my honour 
and character, which is called in queftion. — 
The only proper fatisfacftion in my power ta 
give you, and my other friends, is, to relate* 
plain matters of fa<3:, to the beft of my 
r'ecolle(fl;ion. v 

** In the laft feflions of Parliament, on a 
oueflion of revenue, (as far as my memory 
lerves,) I did declare to the Houfe, that the 
public revenue had been fquandered away, 
and that the money of the nation had noC 
been regularly audited and accounted for; 
that in the department of thePay-OfEce, I had 
been informed, there were upwards of forty 
millions not properly accounted for. That 
the Officers of the King*s Exchequer were 
bound in duty to fee juftice done tp the public. 
That procefs had ilTued out of the Court of 
JExchequer, and that all proceedings for* a 

c c a certaink 
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trertain time, had been fufpended by the 
King's fign manual* I then did declare that 
it was an high offence for aay minifter to 
advife the King to flop the courfe of public 
juftice, without affigning a very good reafbn 
for fuch his advice. — I defired the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and the Lords of the 
Treafury, who fat oppofite to me, to fet me 
right if my information was not well founded; 
but not a fingle word was uttered in anfwer, 
by any of the gentlemen in adminiftration. 

** After fome days had elapfed, I met my 
friend Mr. Woodhoufe in Weftminfter-hall y 
he told me, I h^d been mi fin formed as to 
what I had mentioned in the Houfe of 
Commons ; and that, if I would give hifn 
leave, he would fend me a paper from a 
Noble Lord, which would convince me of my 
miftake.— The paper alluded to is in London^ 
I, therefore, cannot fpeak of the contents 
with accuracy and precifion ; but this I 
recolleift, that the pdrufal of the papers did 
not convince me, that all I had heard was'falfe. 
It was a private paper, and I do not recollecfl 
having (hewn it to more than a fingle perfon. 
I have no doubt Mr. Woodhoufe has a copy 
of the paper by him, and hope he will fubmit 
the contents to the judgment of the public, in 
vindication of an innocent man. 

^* I am, dear Sir, your ever faithful 
** And affedioiiate humble fefvanf, 

** WILL. BECKFORl>/*^ 

Fro^| 
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IE nm the fame ^ July i^^ i^6g. 



JVlUCH having been faid upon the fubjeft 
of a Pay mailer's accounts, it is fit that tnatter 
Ihould be underftood; and the public may 
be alTured that the following detail is true. 

When there is an account to be taken of 
any debt or debts due to the Crown, a writ 
oi Dijiringas ad Computandum iffues, ex officio^ 
out of the Court of Exchequer. In obedience 
to this procefs, the Sheriff, where there is a 
liquidated balance, returns a (hilling in the 
pound I but, where there is no liquidated 
balance, the Sheriff returns what are called 
IJJucs^ generally, and thefe iffues are more* 
or lefs, according to the quantum of the debt 
or demand. To come now to the cafe of a 
late Paymafter, A Dijiringas ad Computandum 
wasiffued againft him, diredted to the Sheriffs 
of London. There being ho account fettled, 
or balance liquidated, the Sheriffs could only 
return IJfueSy and they returned againil the 
fame Paymafter, iffues to the amount of' 
I cool. Thefe iffues were, in the regular 
courfe, carried, by the proper officer, fronv 
the Exchequer into the jP//>f -office. 

A warrant afterwards came frpm the 
Treafury to flop thefe iffues. The iffues; 
were taken back from the Pipe-office. 
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To the Printer of the Gazetteer. 



L 



Kingfgaie, July %o, 1769, 



lORD HOLLAND feeing in your paper a 
letter from Mr. Beckford to a Liveryman, of 
July 15, 1769, and Mr. Woodboufe being at 
"Spa in Germany, fends you an authentic 
copy of the paper, which he fcnt by Mr, 
\Voodhoufe to Mr. Beckford : he hopes the 
perufal of it will convince the reader that iM 

Lifalfe that can be imputed any crime to 
rd Holland. 

Tlipe reader will fee, that fome of Lord 
Holland's accounts were then before the 
auditor ; and there are two years* accounts 
fince lodged there. 

He will fee that Lord Holland's accounts 
(voluminous and difficult beyond example) 
have riot be^n kept back from inclination, but 
neceflity ; and not longer than thofe of hi^ 
predecefTor s . 

He will fee (and is defired to obferve 
particularly) that favings, fo far from re- 
maining all in Lord Holland's hands, had 
been given in, and voted in aid of the public; 
lervice, to the amount of 910,541!. and 
43,5331. i^s. 7d. (upon fome regimental and 
other accounts, being adjufted this laft winter) 
have be.en fii^ce paid and yot-ed. 

He 
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^ He WiH read in it, that Lord Hofland 
defired to be fhewn how he ccnild proceed 
fafter than he did. If nobody has fhewn, ot 
can fliew how that might have been, or n\^y 
be done, does he deferve either punifhment 
or cenflwe ? And had he not a right to think 
hitnfelf fure that Mr; Beckfotd muft have 
been againft the article in the petitiori relating 
tb him, becaufe Mr. Bedford hiiWy a^id ct>uid 
have Jhewn the Lord Mayor in writings the 
titter falfehood of what is ^here ijijinunted. 

Lord Holland prints the memorial exami?ted 
by the -Tre^fury, and the ligti manual it 
obtained ; flopping procefs (not accounts) 
for fix months, Tvhith heither did, nbr could 
fufpend or delay the Paymafter's actounts art 
hour^ 

HOLLAND. 



Ohfervations on the Accounts of the Pay- 

mafter General. 

Why were Lord Holland's Accounts as 
Paymafter General, j^r the years J757, 1758, 
and 1759, not delivered to the Auditors, before 
the year 1768? 

Anfwer. 
The Paymafter General's officers being 
beft acquainted with army accounts, are 
employed in making up the account of the 

preceding 
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preceding Paymafter. The accounts of th^ 
Earls of Chatham, Darlington, and Kior- 
noul, and Mr. Potter, were made up by 
them, and regularly, and in due courfe 
delivered to the auditors. 

Great as the army and its expences were, 
during the laft war, beyond all former 
example, difperfed in all quarters of the 
world; aqd difficult, as it evidently muft 
have been, to keep the account?; in any 
tolerable order; it will be found upoq 
examination, that the accounts of Lord 
Holland ,^ as Paymafter General, are not 
further back than thofe of his predeceffors, 
and that his Lordfliip's accounts are not kept 
t)ack, as has been fuggefted, from iqcl^natiop, 
but neceffity. 

T|i? late Mr* Winnington's accounts, for 
two years and a half, from December 1743, 
to the 14th of June 1746, were declared the 
I5t|> of May 1760. The Earl of Chatham's 
accounts, for nine years and a half, from 
the a5th of June .1746 to the 24th of 
December 1755, are not yet declarfed. The 
Earls of Darlington and Kinnoul, for the 
year 1756, and Earl of KinnouPs and Mr. 
Potter's, for fix months, to the 24th of June 
1757, are now before t^e auditors. The 
accounts df Lord Holland, for the years 
1757, 1758, and 1759; likewife the account^ 
91' his deputies, attending the army in Ger- 

many^^ 



many, from the commencement to the end^of 
the late war, are alfo befqre the auditors ifor 
their examination; and his Lordftiip's account 
for the year 1760, is almqft ready to be 
delivered to them. 

From the nature and eytenfion of army 
accounts, it is moft evident, to thofe that ar^ 
heft acquainted with them, that it is tedious 
^nd difficult to bring even regimental 
account? to a fin^l adjuftment; other parts 
of the accounts are more fo. Lord Holland 
}P th? courfe of the years 1759, 1760, 1761, 
176a, 1763, and 1764, has p^id to regimeiifs 
^nd independent companies, 3^0,3911. 9s. 
I id.; whofe accounts are at this time, unad- 
jufted, for want of proper authorities; and 
till thofe authorities are obtained, the auditor 
will nqt allow one (hilling of faid fum, in 
his Lordfhip*s accounts: to pbtain thofe 
authorities, his Lordfliip has often repeated 
his folicitations, 

Wk^t is the Balance of Cajh in LorS 
Holland's hands P 

Anfwer. 
The meaning of this qiieftion can be no 
other than. What are the favings in Lordi 
Holland's hands? Or, in other words. How 
piuch has the expence, in any cafe, fallen 
(bort of the fum voted ? 

4 h% 
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As to the favings: — ^So far as the pay- 
office has been able to ftate the army accouftts^, 
they have been given into parliament. 

From fervices that have fallen (hort of the 
fums voted ; and for monies paid in by thfc 
army accbmptants, Lord Holland dire6ted 
accounts to be made nip and laid before the 
Hoiife of Commons; and accordingly (out 
of thefe favings in Lord Holland^s hands) 
parliament from time to time availed itfelf of 
the following fums, viz. 

/, s. d. 

Voted in aid of extraordi- 

naries, to Dec. 24, 1763, 239,966 i 4 
Voted in the year 1764, in 

aid of German claims 170,906 % % 
Voted in the year 1765, in 

aid of ditto fervice, -^ 251,740 2 7 
Voted in the year 1766, in 

-aid of extra fervices, - 60,638 a 16 
Voted in the year 1767, in 

^id of extraordinaries,and 

other fervices . - -• 171,571 ^13 3 
Voted in the year 1768, in 

s^idoffupply if ^ ^5*7^^ ^5 7 



■9"^-. 



^.910,534 18 3 



■*« 



His Lordfhip could by no other rrieans 
afcertain and give into parKament the favings: 
on the vptes for the army, but by the final 

^djuftmept 
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adjuftment of army accounts; what further 
favings may be, is very uncertain, as they 
cannot be- known before the fervices are 
abfolutely determined and clofed. 

His Liordftirp is very forry to fay it, That 
in the years J 759, 1760, 1761, 176a, 1763, 
and 1764, there are not Icfs than fifty-fijf 
regiments and conripanies, now ftanding 
open and unadjnfted, for want of authorities j 
and in his ledgers there' are accounts to a 
much greater extent, as the jpay of ftafF- 
officers, &c. &c. 

It may be feen here, that though Mf. 
Winnington died in April 1746, and his 
executor, Mr, Ingram, ufed ail poffible iti- 
duftry to clofe his accounts, they could riot 
be clofed till 1760; fourteen years. Tfee 
Earl of Chatham went out in December' 
1755; yet his accounts were not clofed til| 
1768 ; thirteen years. The Earl of K^innours 
are not clofed yet, and^ he has been out of 
office eleven years, JLrord Holland has been 
put three years and a half ; Where is the won? 
der his are not clofed? 

If thofe who complain, will fh^w Lord 
Holland how he can proceed fafteif than he 
doqs, be will be very much obliged to them. 
Let it be obferved, that he has before the 
auditors, already, accounts for mor^e years than 
Mr. Winnington qv Lord Kinnoul had tp 
account for. ♦ 

' ' Memorial 
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Memorial yZ>r Lord Holland to have longtr 
time to make up his accounts^ as late Pay^ 
majler General. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LOR^DSHIPS, 

X BEG kave to inform your Lordfliips that 
a procefs is in the hands of the Sheriffs of 
Middlefex, againft me, to account to his 
Majefty for the monies intrufted to me, a^ 
Pay mailer General of his Majefty's forces ► 

1 moft hutnbly apprehend, that the regular 
ordinary courfe of accounting in the Exchequer, 
was calculated (when eftablifhed) for tranf- 
acflions at home, which are eafily and readily 
to be colledled, and made up at fliort periods 
of time. 

The accounts of the army, when employed 
abroad particularly, mufl unavoidably be 
much in arrear, from the nature of the fer^ 
vice. The army payments are neceflarily ia 
arrear; and articles, from accidents inevitable^ 
are obliged often tp remain op^n a very long^ 
time before they can finally be clofed. 

The accovmts of the lafl war are volumi- 
nous and difficult beyond example. The 
great variety of operations, and the very great 
diflance of the troops, made, and mufl make„ 
the (?orrefpondence, and adjufting thofe ac- 
counts, with the paymafters and accountants 
attending them, very flow and tedious: Thefet 

thereforei^ 
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therefore, will require longer timd to tnake 
up, both from their bulk and difficulty. 

During the courfe of a war, the troops, 
conftantly changing ind moving, and the- 
fervice in the utmoft hurry, it cannot then be 
done with the order and regularity abfplutely 
neceflary. 

Since the war the utmoft diligence has been 
ufed in them. The great intricate article of 
foreign expence, {yiz. the German,) has been 
got together for the whole time, (which, after 
the former war, was feveral years about) ^ 
and one year and an halPs General Account 
is now made out, and ready to be laid before 
the auditors ; the reft will regularly be laid 
before them, as faft as it is well poffible to 
make them up. Though I have been two 
years out of employment, the payments for 
my tim^ are not yet compleated. 

I therefore pray your I^rdfhips will be 
pleafed to obtain his Majefty*s warrant, grant- 
ing me longer time for making up my ac- 
counts as Paymafter General of his Majefty's 
ioicts ; 

Which is, &c. 

Pay-O^ce, Horfe-Guards, HOLLAND. 
june^ 2^thy 1767. ^ 



Kin^s 
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King^s Warrant. Stay ofFrdeefi ^^^J^ 
Lord Yi6^2XiA for Jix months 4 

(COPY*) 

CEOTICE ft. 

Whereas Our Right Trufty and Well- 
beloved Henry, Lord Holland, hath, by the an- 
nexed Memorial reprefented, that from feveral 
unavoidable caufes and difficulties .he hath been 
prevented making up his accompts, as late 
Paymafter General of Our fbrc6Si And we 

«iving take^ the faid matter into our Royal 
nfideration, are gracioufly pleafed to giant 
unto him a farther time for making up of his 
fai4 accompts. Our will and pleafune^ there- 
fore is, and We do hereby direft, authorize, 
and require you to caufe all procefs ^gainfl: 
the faid Henry, Lord Holland, for his ac- 
compts, as late Paymafter General of Oto- 
forces, to be ftayed, for and during the tertn 
of fix months, computed from the day of 
the date hereof. And for fo doing this flidl 
be your warrant. Given at Our Court at; St- 
James's, the eighth day of July, 1767, ia 
the feventhy^^ar of Our reign. 

By his Majefty's Command, 
GRAFTON, 
C.TOWNSHENDv. 

THO. TOWNSHEND. 

1^0 Our Right TruJIy and Well- 
beloved Samuel^ LordMarJham^ 
Our Remembra?icer in Our 
Court of Exchequer, lAr^ 
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Mr. Burke's Speeches at Bristol^ 



BriJloU OBober 1 8 , 1 774» 
T^he following is Mr, Barkers Speech to tin: 
Electors of Brijlol^ fro?n the Hujiings. 

^ GENTLEMEN, 

i am come hither to folicit in perfon, that 
favour which my friends have hitherto en- 
deavoured to procure for me, by the moft 
obliging, and to me the moft honourable 
exertions. 

* I have fo high an opinion of the great 
truft which you have to confer on this occa- 
fion, and by long experience, fo juft a diffi- 
dence in my abilities, to fill it in a manner' 
adequate even to my own ideas, that I fhoiil(| 
never have ventured of myfelf to intrude into 
that awful fituation. But fince I am cailedf 
upon by the defireoffeveralrefpeftable fellow 
fubjedts, as I have done at other times, I give 
up my fears to their wifhes. Whatever my 
other deficiencies .my be, I do not know 
what it is to be wanting to my Friends. 

* I am not fond pf attempting to raife 
public expedlation by gre^ promifes. At; 
this time there is much caufe to confider,^' 
and very little to pre fume. We feem to be 
approaching to a great crifis in our affairs, 

which 

3 
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Ivhich calls for the whole wifdom of tiie 
Wifeft among us, without being able toaiTurfi 
ourfelves, that any wifdom can preferve lis 
from many and great inconveniencies. You 
know i fpeak of bur unhappy conteft with 
America. I confefs it is a maiteir dti Which 
I look down as from a precipice. It is dif- 
ficult in itfelf, and it is rendered more intri- 
cate by a great variety of plans of Condudt. 
I do not mean to enter into them. I will 
hot fu(pe<fl a want of good intention in 
framing them. But however pure the inten- 
tions of their authors may have been, we 
all know that the event has been unfortu*^ 
natCi The means of recovering our affairs 
are not obvious. So many great queftions 
6f commerce^ of finance, of conftitution^ 
*nd of policy, are involved in this American 
deliberation, that I dare engage for nothings 
but that r (hall give it, without anypredi- 
leftion to former opinions, or any unifter 
bias whatfoever, the honeft and impartial 
confideration of which I am capable* Thd 
public has a full right to it; and this great 
city, a main pillar in the commercial intejt 
reft of Great Britain, rauft totter on its bafe ~ 
by the flighteft miftake, with regard to out 
American meafures. Thus much however^ 
I think it not amtfs to lay before you : That I 
am not, I hope, apt to* take up or lay dowrt 
my opinions lightly. I ha^ve held, and eve* 

^ihill 



{hall maintain to the bed: of my power, un- 
impaired and undiminifhed, thejuft, wife 
and neceflary conftitutional fuperidrity of 
Great Britain. This is neceflary for Ame- 
rica, as well as for us. I never mean to 
depart from it. Whatever may be loft by it, 
i avow it. -The forfeiture even of your 
favour, if by fuch a declaration I could for- 
feit it, though the firft objeft of my ambition, 
never will make me difguife my fentiments 
on this fubjedt. 

* But I have ever had a clear opinion, and 
have ever held a conftant correfpondent con- 
dudt, that this fuperiority is confiftent with 
all the liberties a fober and fpirited Ameri- 
can ought to defire. I never mean to put 
any cblpnift, or any human creature, in a 
fituation, not becoming u free-man. To 
reconcile Britifli fuperiority with American 
liberty fliall be my ^great objecSt, a$ far as 
my little faculties extend. I am fa,f from 
thinking that both, even yet, may opt b^ 
preferved. 

• When I firft devoted myfelf to the pub- 
lic fervice, I confidered how I ftioul|l render 
myfelf fit for it; and this I did by endea- 
vouring to difcover what it was, that gave 
this country the rank it holds in the world; 
I found that our profperity and dignity arofe 
principally, if not folely, from two fources ; 
our conftitution and commerce. Both thefe 
I have fpared no ftudy to underftand, and" 
to endeavour to fupport. \' 

VOL. III. Pft • The 
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• The diftinguifliing part of our coiifti- 
tution is its liberty. To preferve that liberty- 
inviolate feems the particular duty and proper 
truft of a member of the Houfe of Commons. 
But the liberty, the only liberty I mean, is a 
liberty connefted with order : that not only 
cxifts along with order and virtue, but which 
cannot exift at all without them. It inheres 
ifi good fteady government, as in its fubflance 
and vital principle. 

The other fource of our power is com- 
merce, of which you are fo large a part, and 
which cannot exift, no more than your li- 
berty, without a connedlion with many vir- 
tues. It has ever been a very particular and 
a very favourite objed: of my ftudy in it$ 
Principles, and in its details. I think many 
here are acquainted with the truth of what I 
fay. This I know, that I have ever had my 
houfe open, and my poor fervices ready for 
tradeijB and manufacturers of every denomi- 
Hation. My favourite ambition is to have 
thofe fervices acknowledged. I now appear 
before you to make trial, whether my earneft 
endeavours have been fo wholly oppreffed by 
the weaknefs of my abilities, as to be rendered 
infignificant in the eyes of a great trading 
city } pr whether you chufe to give a weight 
to humble abilities, for the fake of the honeft 
exertions with which they are accompanied. 
This is my trial to-day. My igduftry is no( 
on trial; of my iadiritry I am iure,.as*far a$ 
my CQnftitution of mind and body admitted. 
3 V When 
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*- When I was invited by many refpedlable 
merchants, freeholders, and freemen of, 
this city, to offer them my fervices, I had 
juft received the honour of an elecftion at 
another place, at a very great diftarice from 
this. I immediately opened the matter to 
thofe of my worthy conllitue«ts, who were 
with me, and they unanimoufly advifed me 
not to decline it; that they had elected me 
with a view to the public fervice; and that 
as great queftibns relative to our commerce 
and colonies were imminent, that in fuch 
matters I might derive authority and fupport 
from the reprefentation of this great com- 
mercial city; they defired me therefore to 
fet off without delay, very well perfuaded 
that I never could forget my obligations to 
them, or to my friends for .the choice they 
had made of me. From that time to this 
inftant I have n6t flept, and if I ftiould have 
the honour of being freely chofen by you^ 
I hope I (hall be as far from flumbering ot^ 
ileeping when your fervice requires me to 
be awake, as I have been ill coming to offer 
myfelf a candidate for your favour/ 

To the Gentlemen^ Clergy^ Freeholders and 
Freemen of the City of BriJloL 

GENTLEMEN, 

I HUMBLY requeft your acceptance of 
my moft hearty thanks for the high honour 

I have 
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I have this day received, in being eledtcd 
one of your Reprefentatives in Parliament. 

Whatever advantage my public charadler 
may derive from the weight of fo refpedlable 
a reprefentation, you may be affured, fliall 
be employed in promoting to the bell of my 
judgment, the true interefts of thofe from 
whom it is derived, I hope, that, by your 
frequent advice and feafonable afliflance, I 
may be enabled to execute the great truft 
you have repofed in me, in a manner in fome 
degree equal to its importance and your 
wi(hes. 

To my particular friends I owe the fincereft 
afFe<3:ion ; to this city the moft inviolable 
duty ; to the Sheriffs, who prefided, my full 
teftimony, that they have condudted them- 
felves, through the whole of this long 
election, with the moft liberal impartiality 5 
with all the dignity of mrfgiftrates; with 
all the politenefs of gentlemen. 

It is natural, that an objed:, fo important 
as the honour of reprefenting this great city, 
fliould not be abandoned without relu(flance. 
The Gentleman , who has been unfuccefsful 
in his purfuit, threatens a petition, I fub- 
mit, with great chearfulnefs, my pretenfions, 
and, what are more important, your rights, 
to the committee of eleftion ; the cleareft. 
caufe to the jufteft tribunal. That tribunal, 
J am confident, will never authorife an 
tttempt to render, contrary to the clear and 

expref?^ 
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cxprefs law of the land, the original, inhe^. 
rent, corporate rights of thofe entitled ^o 
freedom in this great city, dependent, for 
their valid exercife, on the occafional pleafure 
of a Minifter, by dating their effed: from 
the iffuing of the writ. The time for iffiiing^ 
the writ is entirely in the power of the 
Minifter J and he may communicate his 
intentions to thofe, and thofe 6nly, whom 
he is inclined to favour; and upon this new 
dodtrine enable them, arid difable all others, 
from taking advantage of the right of freedom. 

No care of mine (hall be wanting to fup- 
port the rights even of thofe freemen whom 
the gentleman who threatens a petition, was 
the firft to produce and encourage, and when 
they can no longer ferve his purpofe, now 
endeavours to disfranchife by a retrofped:, 

I have the honour to be, with the higheft 
veneration, efteciii, and gratitude, Gentlemen, 
your moft obedient, and ever obliged humble 
fervant, 
Brijlol, Nov. 3, 1774. EDMUND BURKE. 

Tb the Gentlemen y Clergy^ 'Freeholders^ and 
Freemen of the City of Brijlol. 

GENTLEMEN, 

MY general condu<a in Parliament, and 

my humble endeavours to ferve the cityi 

and the citizens of Briftol in their particular 

^ifialrs, having beea honoured by the unani« 

4 mous 
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mous approbation of a very large and very 
refpedtable meeting at the Guildhall this 
day ; in conformity with the defire of that 
jTjeeting, and under the fan(9:ion of their 
weighty authority, I beg leave tb renew to 
you my humble folicitation for your votes 
at this election, and the favour of your 
early appearance at the poll on Friday next ; 
and if I have the honour of being again 
chofen to reprefent you, I truft that I (hall not 
iliew myfelf lefs deferving of your favour than 
formerly, or lefs fincerely grateful for it. * 

I have the honour to be, with the moft, 
perfeft refped: and efteem. Gentlemen, your 
moft obedient and moft obliged fervant, 

BriphSept.b, 1780. EDMUND BURKET. 

Mr. Burke made the following fpeech on the 
hujlings at Brijlol when he declined the polh 

** GENTLEMEN, 

** I DECLINE the eledion. It h^ 
ever been my rule through life, to obferve 
a proportion between mj efforts and my 
objeils. I have never been remarkable for 
a bold, aftive, and fanguine piirfuit of advan-v 
tages that are perfonal to myfelf. ' 

** I have'not canvafled the. whole of this 

city in form. But I have takoi fuch a view 

of it, as fatisfies.my own mind, that your 

choice will not. ultimalely fall upon . ^me* 

:* Your 
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'Your city, gentlemen, is in a ftate of mife- 
rable diftraftion: and I am refolved to with- 
draw whatever (hare my pretenfions may 
have had in its unhappy divifions. I have 
not been in hafte; I have tried all prudent 
means ; I have waited for the effed: of all 
contingencies. If I were fond of -a conteft, 
by the partiality of my numerous friends 
(whom ye know to be among the mofl: 
weighty and refpecftable people of the city) 
I have the means of a (harp one in my 
hands. • But I thought it far better, with 
my flrength unfpent, and my reputation 
unimpaired, to do, early and from forefight, 
that which I might be obliged to do from 
neceffity at laft. 

** I am not in the leail furprized^ nor in 
the leaft angry at this view of things. I 
have read the book of life for a long time, 
and I have read other books a little. Nothing 
has happened to me but what has happened to 
riien much better than me, and in times and in 
nations full as good as the age and country 
that we live in. To fay that t am no way 
concerned, would be neither decent nor true. 
The reprefentation of Briftol was an objeft 
on many accounts dear to me ; and I certainly 
fliould very far prefer it to any other in the 
kingdom. My habits are made to it ; and it 
is in general more unpleafant to be rejeded, 
after long trial, than not to be chofen at all. 

*^ But, gentlemen, I will fee nothing except 

your 
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your former kindnefs, and I will give way to 
no other fentiments than thofe of gratitude* 
From the bottom of my heart I thank you for 
what you have done for me. You have given 
me a long term, which is now expired. I have 
performed the conditions, and enjoyed all the 
profits to the full ; and I now furrender your 
eftate into your hands, without being, in z 
fingle tile, or a fingle ftone, impaired or 
wafted by my ufe. I have ferved the public 
for fifteen years. I have ferved you in 
particular for fix. What is pafled is well 
ilored. It is fafe and out of the power of 
fortune. What is to come is in wifer hands 
than ours ; and he, in whofe hands it is, beft 
knows whether it is beft for you and me, that 
I Ihould be in Parliament, or even in the 
w^orld. 

** Gentlemen, the melancholy event of 
yefterday reads to us an awful leffon againft 
being too much troubled about any of the 
objects of ordinary ambition. The worthy 
gentleman, (Mr. Combe,) who has been 
fnatched from us at the moment of the e}e(3:ioni 
^nd in the middle of the conteft, whilft his 
defires were as warm, and his hopes as eager 
as ours, has feelingly told us, what fhadows 
we are, and what Ihadows we purfue. 

** It has been ufual for a candidate who 
declines, to take his leave by a letter to the 
Shei;ifFs ; but I received your truft in the face 
of day, and in the face of day I accept your 

difmiflion* 
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<li(miflion. I am not— I am not at all afliamed 
to look upon you : nor can my prefence 
difcompofe the order of bufinefs here. I 
humbly and refpe6tfully take my leave of the 
Sheriff, the candidates, and the eledtors, 
wifliing heartily that the choice may be for 
the beft, at a time which calls, if ever time 
did call, for fervice that is not nominal.- It is 
no plaything you are about. I tremble when 
I confider the truft I have prefumed to alk. 
I confided perhaps too much in my intentions^ 
They were really fair and upright; and I aiti 
bold to fay, that I afk no ill thing for you^ 
when, on parting from this place, I pray^ 
that whoever you choofe to fucce^d me, may 
xefemble mc exadtly in all things, except in 
tny abilities to ferve, and my fortune tQ 
pleafe you/* 

%o the Gentkmfffi Clergy, Freeholders^ an4 
Freemen of the City of BriJioL 

GENTLEMEN, Briftol, Sept. 9, I780. 

A VERY large and nrtofl refpeftable meeting 
of the principal citizens of Briftol did, by an 
unanimous vote, authorife me to offer myfelf 
once more to yoxxx fervice. My deference to 
that authority was my fole motive for giving 
you one moment*?. trouble. On my canvafs> 
fo far as it has proceeded, I fbund that my 
pretenfions were well received, and even with 
9, degree of warmth in many of the eledors. 

VOJ-. HI. E E But 
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But on a calm and very deliberate view of thp 
ftate of the city, I am convinced that no other 
confequence can be reafonably expeded from 
my continuing a candidate, than a long, 
vexatious, and expenfive conteft. Confcious, 
that no difference between my fervice and 
that of any other man, can be worth the 
incoriveniencies of fuch a flruggle, I decline 
the election. 

I return you my beft thanks for having at 
any time, or for any period, condefcended to 
think of me for your reprefentative, I have 
done my duty towards you, and. towards the 
nation, as became me* You difpofe of the 
future truft (as you have a right to do) 
according to your difcretion. We have no 
caufe of cornplaint on either fide. By being 
returned into the mafs of private citizens, my 
burthens are leflened, my fatisfadlions are not 
deftroyed. There are duties to be performed, 
and there are comforts to be enjoyed in 
obfcurityi for which I am not without a 
difpofition and relifli. I am fure there is 
nothing iri the retrofpedl of my public condu6l:, 
which is likely to difturb the tranquillity of 
that fituation, to which you reftore me. 

I have the honour to be, with the utmoft 
poffible refpe(5t, gentlemen, your much 
obliged, and moft obedient humble fervant, 

EDMUND BURKE, 

FINIS. 
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